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New Year… New Look!!!

St. John’s is Coming to You…. For a Party

You’re correct! The Lighthouse masthead is very
different. Thanks to the leadership of Council member
Rob Karwath, St. John’s has a new logo and we are
unveiling our new website along with Instagram and
Twitter! Whoo-Hoo! https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/

We’re having a party! And you’re all invited! Missing
friends from Madeline Island? We’re celebrating winter
with a casual gathering in the Twin Cities.

These new technology
tools expand the
communications
platforms beyond our
Facebook page. Check
out the new website!
You’ll see a Google calendar on the NEWS page so it’s
easy to know what’s happening when. We’ll still feature a
monthly calendar in the Lighthouse, but the online
Google calendar let’s you see what’s happening any and
every month.
You can now send a prayer request, confidentially, to
Rachel that only Rachel will see. And our online
donations options make it easy to contribute to St. John’s
in ways that best suit you. Perhaps you’re streaming the
worship service (see the
WORSHIP WITH US
page) and you feel
moved to make a
donation when the
collection plate is
passed. Well, now you can! See your options on the
WAYS TO GIVE page.
We will be adding more pages and information to the
website over the next month or two. In the meantime,
please explore our new website and let us hear your
thoughts.

Friday, February 21, 2020
5:00 – 8:00 pm
Pool and Yacht Club
1600 Lilydale Road
St. Paul, MN 55118
Rachel is heading to the Twin Cities for an evening of fun
to catch up with folks. Everyone is invited from near and
far. No need to live in the Twin Cities to join the party.
Heavy appetizers will be served. Cash bar. Donations
accepted to help cover the cost of food. Free and
convenient parking.
Watch your email for an invitation and more details!

“Doing Church” in the 21st Century
By Joe Scarry
I’ve been reorganizing my website
where I have a long list of articles that
I’ve written about church during the past
ten years.
Visit https://joescarry.blogspot.com/p/church-21.html. I
would love feedback from members of the St. John's
community about my writing! Contact me at
jtscarry@yahoo.com.

Follow St. John’s on:
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Slice of Life at St. John’s

Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi

Heard during fellowship hour . . .

Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland

We are very pleased to bring you new ways to connect
with St. John’s. Hooray!!!

"I thought I lost my
punch card for the MIRF.
But then I found it - it was
tucked into my Bible! I'm
so happy!"
There are many lessons in this anecdote, but the most
important seems to be: Take a look in your Bible today -there's no telling what you'll find!

Rachel’s Column
Dear friends,
Happy Anniversary!
A year ago this week, on January
7, 2019 -- with our Honda Fit
packed to the gills -- Joe and I
rode the ferry to arrive at
Madeline Island not as visitors
but as residents. After a sweet
greeting by a representative
welcoming committee (Julie,
Gwen, Sequoiah, Makwa,
Howard, Ron), we began our new
adventure as your Pastor (and
partner). What a year it has been:
riding on windsleds and driving on ice, performing
baptisms and blessings in Lake Superior, learning the ins
and outs of Woods Hall, holding sacred space as we said
good bye to dear ones, engaging Soup Supper
discussions on the Doctrine of Discovery, hosting small
group retreats and Bible studies, and of course
celebrating communion of all sorts through worship and
song.
It is a tremendous privilege to be your Pastor and I have
loved getting to know you. Thank you to all who have
reached out to invite us to dinner, for a walk, a cup of tea;
who have stopped by my office to say hello or share an
idea or a suggestion. Thank you for so warmly and
openly welcoming us into your lives and into the diverse
and dynamic spiritual community that is St. John’s.
Through all the activities, worship services and
community programming, my primary “work” over the
past year has been to listen. And although there is, as
you probably would guess, much diversity in what I have
heard, one thing is constant: your excitement about and
commitment to St. John’s vision of being a Christcentered church and spiritual center for the whole
community. I need to tell you what an incredible strength
it is to have a community as diverse as ours be united
under a clear vision and I love how willing you are to
continue to ask what that vision does and could mean “on
the ground.”
I’ve heard some of you wonder if there might be ways we
could live even more boldly into our call to serve the
spiritual needs of the whole island community –
especially those who are not necessarily drawn to
traditional Christian worship – while still growing and
strengthening Sunday morning worship and discipleship
opportunities.
The answer: of course! One of the amazing aspects of St.
John’s is the way we dream and imagine creative

possibilities. As a way of experimenting with what types
of programs might have traction within our community,
we applied for and received two grants geared toward
community outreach (one from the Apostle Islands
Community Fund and one from the Catalyst Project of the
Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of Christ). I
invited our own Regina Laroche, licensed lay-minister
with the United Church of Christ and nationally
recognized community educator, to be the primary
programmer on these grants and it has been exciting to
see the types of activities that have already occurred. For
example, Regina designed our “Wednesdays in
December” program as a way of engaging children and
families in this season of deepening darkness and waiting
for the light and we had over ten kids and their families
participate, many staying to join our “regular” Wednesday
crowd for dinner. (For other Community Life and Spirit
grant activities, see MLK day programming article on next
page).
Additionally, our church Council has spent time with our
vision this fall – looking critically at both the driving and
restraining factors (i.e., the qualities, assets, structures,
beliefs and assumptions, resources) that are either
moving us towards or holding us back from living more
fully into being who we are called to be.
The timing of these discussions and reflections is
opportune as we approach our church’s centennial. Our
centennial is a time to celebrate our past, but perhaps
more importantly dream our future. We will continue the
work of exploring ways to enhance spiritual enrichment
into the new year. Look for news in the February
Lighthouse of ways you can be involved with this
discussion in the months to come.
In closing I share with you the prayer I wrote to submit
with my profile (i.e., application) to the St. John’s search
committee. Although I do now, thankfully, know your
faces and a bit of your stories I am still praying this prayer
with joy!
Dear future church, I do not yet know your faces or
stories but I am praying with joy:
Holy One, thank you for this church. Thank you for
the ways your Spirit is at work in them, for how they
say yes to you and are a blessing to each other and
the community. Thank you, that through your Spirit,
their journey as a church and my journey as a Pastor
will soon meet. Prepare our hearts for the love you
have in store for us; may we be ready to be changed
by each other. With grateful anticipation for the new
thing you will do within, between, among and through
us, I pray. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Blessings to you, Rachel

“Journey to Justice, Journey to Healing” Martin Luther King Day Events
By Regina Laroche
My journey with the St. John’s pilot program, funded by
the AIACF and a UCC Catalyst Grant, for outreach to the
whole community has been very exciting. This particular
project encompasses every element that we’ve
wondered, prayed, talked, and
dreamed about — children,
community, partnerships, families,
tribal connections, spirit, healing. It
is supported by an NEA Teachers’
Union Grant, the Bayfield Schools,
St. John’s community pilot
program, Bethesda Lutheran
Church, Bayfield Presbyterian Church, St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church, and the gifts and talents of many
community members and artists.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is January 20, 2020. The
days leading up to this date will hold creative
opportunities to bring students, artists, community groups
and churches, and community service agencies together
for a series of events. “Journey to Justice, Journey to
Healing” will be a time to acknowledge the work on civil
rights for all peoples; Dr. King's legacy and that of Native
leaders; the birth of the
American Indian Movement;
and the history and resilience
of Indigenous and people of
color groups, as well as other
groups which have been
marginalized. In the spirit of
those who have called us to a
higher vision for ourselves
and our society, it will also be
a time to turn and unite
hearts, awareness, and action
towards the bringing of justice
and the healing of our world. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Here are some of the elements of the events…
Prior to, and throughout the events there will be drives in
support of local service agencies.
THURSDAY and FRIDAY, January 16th and 17th
SCHOOL EVENTS
Bayfield and Island School children will enjoy
performance assemblies featuring Anishinabe and
African Heritage dance, story, drum, and music.
Middle and High School students will have
opportunities to perform for and teach younger
students on subjects of justice, heritage, peace, and
creating a better world.

SATURDAY, January 18th, COMMUNITY EVENTS
Artists and members of the Island, Bayfield,
Washburn, Ashland, and Tribal communities will
gather for brief ceremony at outdoor stations prior to a
Justice and Healing Journey Walk to an indoor vigil
held at Bayfield School at 10:30 am. The vigil will
honor those who’ve
lived us into a more
just world.
It will also hold
observances for a
number of
marginalized and atrisk communities with
brief teachings and
sung, spoken, danced
prayers. There will be
food, resource tables,
and opportunities to
deepen learning and
conversations.

Chief Buffalo

SUNDAY, January 19th, FAITH and COMMUNITY
GROUP CONVERSATIONS
Local churches and groups are invited to address
issues of justice and healing.
MONDAY, January 20th, DULUTH MLK DAY MARCH
and RALLY
I’m sharing this description and my passion for the
“Journey to Justice, Journey to Healing” events in
hopes that all of you will find a way to participate in
these area wide gatherings. Perhaps you’re far away
and will send your prayers, support, and
encouragement; and drop in on some of the
happenings through the miracle of video and
technology. If you’re close by, watch for more details
on contributing goods and support to service
agencies. And, please bring your body and soul to
bear witness and bring the power of your presence
and voice to the January 18th Community Event.
Each one present moves us closer toward the hope,
healing, love and justice of the Beloved Community
described so eloquently by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
decades ago.

Supporting St. John’s
In the crunch of holiday mail and emails, some of you many have missed the letter from Council president Debbie Knopf.
If you can’t find your letter from Debbie, it is reprinted below. This is our annual appeal for financial support. To those of
you who have already contributed, we say thank you. We are incredibly appreciative of your generosity.

St. John’s United Church of Christ
P. O. Box 14
Madeline Island
La Pointe, Wisconsin 54850
St. John’s on Madeline Island

Dear Friends of St. John’s,

December 2019

What an incredibly exciting time to be part of St. John’s UCC on Madeline Island! We have
accomplished so much this year and are looking forward to the year ahead.
Last year at this time we received Reverend Rachel Bauman as our new pastor at St. John’s, and she and
Joe moved to our island community in January. A year later we are blessed to experience Pastor
Rachel’s dedication in leading St. John’s as a Christ centered church and spiritual center for the whole
community. Our church membership is growing and our outreach is expanding.
In this past year our success included: 1) improvements to the Parsonage, 2) beautiful rock landscaping
in front of Woods Hall Studio and Gallery, 3) a new and improved carillon, 4) new sight and sound
systems to enhance live stream worship services for our growing viewership and 5) our church is
introducing a new logo and website to bring St. John’s UCC into the 21st century!! None of these things
could have happened without the commitment, generosity, and gifts of so many people, both in our
church membership and broader community. We are filled with gratitude for each of you!
The good news is that at a time when we see and hear of the decline of people’s commitment to
churches across our nation, St. John’s UCC on Madeline Island is alive and well, thanks to all of you!
What a time to celebrate and give thanks!
With this appeal we ask for your support. Please consider a tax-deductible gift to St. John’s and continue
the forward momentum we are experiencing in our mission to serve our entire community. It takes the
faith and commitment of all, the time and labor of many, as well as the gift of financial resources to keep
our church vital and alive. We will celebrate St. John’s 100th Anniversary in 2021, let’s work together
to keep our mission strong!
With sincere appreciation for your generosity,

Debbie Knopf, Council President
We are excited for you to see and use our church website, go to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/

WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER
by Regina M. Laroche
December was a time of turning with this part of our
planet toward the long darkness, toward the glimmer of
Christmas and other holidays of lights, and toward the
gradual lengthening of days. In acknowledgement of the
play of dark and light in the seasons, in our calendar, and
in ourselves, this past December held different types of
Wednesday evening gatherings. There were candle light,
stillness, evergreens, music, prayers, nature treasures,
reflections, psalms, and shared
soup. The three gatherings were
called “Listening and Dreaming
as We Wait” (Dec.4th, Church
Fellowship Hall), “Waiting in the
Night” (Dec. 11th, Spiral Walks
in the Library and Church
Fellowship Hall), “Waiting With
Taize” (Dec.18th, Church
Sanctuary).
Candle in apple holder during Spiral Walk
They held moments of quiet beauty, contemplation, and
sitting with our joy and longing. There was consideration
of how the dark still transformation time allows a seed to
prepare and become…and, how that might be true for us.
In addition to these elements, a couple of family-centered
gatherings held hot cocoa, apple cider, cedar tea with
maple syrup, popcorn, and apples. There were stories
and songs of seeds and light in the darkness. There were
small wiggling giggling bodies trying to be still seeds
beneath a blanket. There were small bodies creeping or
dancing along a spiral of evergreens toward the center
lanterns which would then be shared with the world.
Many people helped us move together into the depths of
December. Pastor Rachel invited folks to generate ideas
for the Advent season. “Wednesdays in December” grew
from those ideas. Funders through the Apostle Islands
Area Community Foundation and the UCC Catalyst grant
support the pilot program for outreach and community life
and spirit work. Michael Childers of Madeline Island
Candles provided countless candles and candle support.
Nicole Pugliese proposed the evergreen spiral walk with
its apple candle holders and quiet music.
Joe Scarry provided meditative guitar music for the spiral
walk and the Taize’ Service. Sheri Milburn and Joe
prepared the music for the Taize service while Pastor
Rachel prepared and led the Psalms. Candle lighting,
apple coring, pine bough collection, real cocoa and cedar
tea, lantern making, spiral formation (and un-formation),
child-holding, and so many other details crucial to the
spirit, ritual and hospitality of these Wednesdays in
December would not have happened without Gwen,

Nicole, Sequoiah, Makwa, Debbie, Lauren and the
Madeline Island Library, Rachel, Monarda, and - of
course - the soup, bread, and dessert makers. Thank you
to parents, children,
congregation and
community
members who
brought their open
hearts, dreams, and
generous spirits.
The spiral walk in
the church
Fellowship Hall

Invitation to Play with Our Young Islanders
By Regina Laroche
This is a life-giving opportunity to support our young
families and get touched by the play, curiosity, energy,
learning, joy, and tears of Island pre-schoolers. Most
Mondays and Wednesdays Island pre-school mom's
hold Mooningwanekaaning Child Care Co-op for their
little ones - often at St. John's Church. We are inviting
volunteers to join us. (New pre-school children visitors
should be part of the co-op or be accompanied by their
adult after checking with the co-op parents.) If we have a
sense of what day or days we might have an additional
volunteering adult present, this would enable us to
periodically invite younger early childhood age children to
be served as well.

How it would work... You - the volunteer - would let us
know what Mondays or Wednesdays you might be able
to bless us with your presence. You're also invited to gift
us with age-appropriate activities you love - music, art,
nature, other... We would then connect and confirm each
week. This allows flexibility for the co-op parents to
choose a different location or cancel the session for
different child-based reasons.
The co-op is also flexible with volunteers' schedules.
Thank you to those of you have already volunteered.
There’s room for a few more volunteers! To volunteer or
get more info, please contact Regina by email or
phone: reginalaroche@hotmail.com or 715.747.6611.

What’s in a Name?

Bible Study
Join us at St. John’s from 10:30Noon on Fridays as we dive into the
Gospel of Matthew. And if you are
off-island, you can still participate!
We now have Zoom, a fabulous
interactive video conferencing
service that makes it feel like you’re
really there! Contact Rachel for more
info.

Soup Supper
Join us on Wednesday
evenings for yummy winter
soups and breads and lively
discussion on topics that
inspire and stimulate us all.
Soup Supper and Fellowship is 6 – 7 pm.
Discussion is 7 – 8 pm

By Nile Norton
The Centennial Celebration
begins in one year, and the
committee needs a catchy
name for the entire
event. Grab your pencil or
pen, a dictionary or
thesaurus, and sit down at your laptop or desktop and
apply your creative juices to craft the perfect “Name” for
the event! A “yet to be determined prize” awaits the
winning entry!
Here are some guidelines:
•

Name should contain no
more than six words

•

Name will be used along with
the new St. John's UCC logo
and this “Tag
Line”: Centennial
Celebration - 2021

•

St. John’s supports Spirit and Life on the whole
island, so the name should embrace the full
breadth of our presence in the community and
be forward-looking to include the activities of the
church for the next 100+ years

Food Shelf Donations
Extra food and household goods in your pantry? Please
consider a donation to St. John’s Food Shelf. We accept
unopened cans, food packages, and household goods.
Perishable goods can be stored in the freezer or the
small refrigerator in the
food pantry area.
And, of course, we
always welcome
financial donations: just
make your check out to
St. John’s and note that
it is for the Food Shelf! As always, deep thanks for
helping us with this quiet, essential care for our island
community.

Stories of Our Hearts
A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, gathers
on Thursdays, 5:00 –
6:00 pm, upstairs in the
library. Join facilitator
Penny Gill on Thursday
afternoons to share
stories and conversation
about life journeys.
Stories of Our Hearts
provides the time and space to reflect on what gives
meaning to our lives and how we come to recognize the
shape and direction of our lives. Come! We welcome
anyone who wants to learn more about what we are
discussing and exploring.

We look forward to your ideas! Send them to:
Nile Norton, Chair
St. John’s UCC Centennial Committee
526 1st Avenue South, Apt. 514
Seattle WA 98104
npnmusic@msn.com
(206) 919-0446

Balance Exercise Classes
Louise McCray leads Balance Class every Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 – 11 am in the Fellowship Hall. She guides
exercises to improve your
balance, maintain your strength
and coordination, and give you
confidence to stay active. All are
welcome to drop-in!

Woods Hall Gallery & Studios
Gallery Hours
Saturdays 11 am - 4 pm
Sunday 11:30 am – 1:30 pm

Full Moon Circle for Women
Our Full Moon Circle for Women is on January 10th when
it’s the Full Wolf Moon because wolves are more often
heard at this time. There is no evidence they are howling
for hunger though wolves do tend to howl more often
during winter months.
Wolves generally howl to
define territory, locate pack
members, and gather for
hunting. Other names for
the January Moon include
the Cold Moon and the
Great Spirit Moon.
The Full Moon Circle for Women is a time when we light
candles for all the prayers of women who gather in
person and in spirit. The glow of candlelight brings
healing and peace. Julie Stryker leads the monthly Full
Moon Circle for Women. Contact Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com for more information.

Beauty Of Love
as I whisper goodbye to nature
with this tiny bird in the palm of my hands
beautiful golden colors start to surround me
smelling a hint of heaven in my soul
they can take away my body
but never my heart
looking to the sky
seeing the blossoming red flowers
rain upon me
my love is more powerful
than my fear
my heart takes flight with this small bird...
that made my eyes sparkle with happy tears...
into the heavenly world
where only joy is felt...
~ Misganaw Chekole

Thank You One and All
Below is a thank you letter sent to St. John’s.

Dear St. John’s Congregation,
On behalf of the students and staff at
the Bayfield School, thank you for your speedy and
generous response to the need for extra winter clothing.
Winter came on fast this season. Frankly, I think it
caught a lot of us off guard.
Through your donations we have been able to make
sure that the kids are warmly bundled so they can enjoy
their recess. Recess is such an important outlet for their
energy and a chance to refresh for study time.
Thank you so much for caring for our students!
Warm regards,
Jackie Noha, RN
School Nurse
Bayfield School District
300 North Fourth Street
Bayfield, WI 54814

Sunday

Worship, 10 am

Worship and
Communion, 10 am
Blood Pressure Check,
11 am

Worship, 10 am

29

5

12

19

26

Worship, MLK Themes,
10 am

Worship, 10 am

Monday

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm

30

6

13

Tuesday

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am

31

7

Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
3:00 – 4:00 pm

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am

14

Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
3:00 – 4:00 pm

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am
Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
3:00 – 4:00 pm

21
Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm

20
Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm

28

Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
3:00 – 4:00 pm

27

Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
3:00 – 4:00 pm

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am

MLK Rally, Duluth

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm

Wednesday
JANUARY 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR
Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm
Soup Supper, Fellowship
Hall, 6 – 8 pm

Thursday

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am
Stories of Our Hearts,
Library, 5-6 pm

2

Friday

3

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

10

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

9
Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am

Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7 pm

8
Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 8:30 – 10 am

Stories of Our Hearts,
Library, 5-6 pm

Saturday

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm

Journey to Justice,
Journey to Freedom”
MLK Community
Gathering, Bayfield

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm

4

11

18

25

February 1

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon AA Meeting, 5:30 pm

31

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

24

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

17

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm
Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am

Stories of Our Hearts,
Library, 5-6 pm

Balance Class,
Fellowship Hall, 10 am
Stories of Our Hearts,
Library, 5-6 pm

30

23

15
16
MLK school assemblies,
Bayfield School
MLK Freedom Fair,
Bayfield School

Soup Supper, Fellowship
Hall, 6 – 8 pm

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm

29

22

Soup Supper, Fellowship
Hall, 6 – 8 pm

Young Moms Group,
10 am – 12:30 pm
Soup Supper, Fellowship
Hall, 6 – 8 pm
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating 100 years in 2021
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

