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Welcome to Spring
Spring is an exciting time of year. Animals come out of
hibernation, the earth’s soil thaws, the woods begin to
sprout new growth, and a renewed energy surrounds us.
It almost feels as though people are coming out of
hibernation as well; they are busy planning and preparing.
This is certainly evident in this month’s issue of the
Lighthouse where you’ll see an abundant flourishing of
news, events and announcements. Happy Spring!

News from St. John’s Council
St. John’s Council meets monthly, gathering our group in
person, by cell phone, and via Skype from locations near
and far.
A few highlights from our last meeting:
 Worship services coming soon to a laptop near you!
Yes! We are exploring options for streaming our
worship services and other special events. We need
technical advice from IT gurus. If you have knowledge,
expertise and know-how about streaming technology
and logistics, please contact Pastor Marina!
 Join us! We want to add a new Council member to
our group, either a full or associate member. If you
are interested in joining St. John’s Council, contact
Pastor Marina.
 St. John’s Community Outreach – In keeping with our
commitment to tithe, St. John’s provides financial
support to organizations whose missions are in
alignment with those of our Church.
Gifts of $500 are going to Northland
College, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
on Madeline Island, and the
Madeline Island Community
Garden. Gifts of $250 are going to
New Day Shelter and the
Chequamegon Humane Association.
St. John’s outreach serves people right here on
Madeline Island and also extends across the water to
communities near Lake Superior.
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AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship and Communion, 10:00 am
Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am
Walking Club, 9:00 am
Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am
St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Theological Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship, 10:00 am
Theological Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship, 10:00 am, Reverend Jim Kasperson preaching
Theological Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
Full Moon Circle, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship, 10:00 am, Reverend Jim Kasperson preaching
Theological Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall

Please note that Pastor Marina is out of town April 11 –
22. Reverend Jim Kapserson will be preaching at Worship
Services on April 17 and 24. Marina will be pursuing
Continuing Education study and activities. Working with
Penny Gill, Marina will be focusing on two strategic
planning goals: expanding alternative spiritualties and
growing a community of reconciliation. In addition,
Marina will be planning a summer education course,
learning more about Celtic Spirituality in preparation for
the 2017 pilgrimage, and studying the topic of the
emerging church. Following her Continuing Education
work, Marina will be helping her daughter plan her
wedding later this fall!

Save These Dates!
May 30
June 26
August 4
August 18 – 19

Memorial Day Service at Dockside
Arts Worship Service and Ground
Breaking Ceremony at Woods Hall
St. John’s Community Bazaar
Madeline Island Radio Hour LIVE!

Contact St. John’s UCC
Reverend Marina Lachecki
Parsonage
Church Office phone
Church Office email

lighthouse@cheqnet.net
715-747-3903
715-747-3945
stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net

The Pastoral Column
Dear Friends in Christ,
I am writing this article on Easter Monday. As a
community of faith, we have walked through 7 services in
7 days, remembering the story of Jesus’ passion, death
and resurrection.
We started on Palm Sunday (March 20) with the vibrancy
of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and processed from the
front door, to
the altar and
then around the
pews. The
children paraded
during their time
with palms
created during
church school.
Then, like the women at Jesus’ tomb on Easter morning,
women of the Island, as well as those lighting a candle
from across the United States, we gathered as women on
the Full Moon (March 23) to pray for our needs, those of
others we know, for all of God’s creations, especially for
victims of recent acts of terror in Brussels.
On Thursday,
March 24, we
gathered at
sundown to
remember the
Lord's last
supper, which
was the Passover
celebration of
liberation from
slavery. Using this ancient ritual, we acknowledged the
plagues of today (greed, terror, judging others, lack of
respect for God’s creation) and prayed for justice and
peace in our times, for our world.
Friday (March 25) came, and we gathered at noon around
a more somber altar created by Joan Watts. We listened
to the Passion
story from John’s
gospel, and heard
the story
interpreted by
music shared by
Susan Sabre. We
acknowledged
that ‘things fall
apart.’

Amidst the snows and rains of late March, we
gathered on Saturday night, March 26, and processed into
a darkened church with vigil candles.
We heard the stories of God’s constant love for us in the
gift of creation, the rescue from the flood and Pharaoh,
the words of hope from the prophet Isaiah, and the
miracles of dry bones coming to life and safety in the fiery
furnace of Nebuchadnezzar. We celebrated the gift of the
waters of baptism and sharing the sacred meal.
And then Easter dawned (March 27) ...or we proclaimed it
did as snow continued to fall on brave souls who gathered
at the Russell Bay bonfire, then gathered in the warm
fellowship hall for an
incredible Island potluck
Easter breakfast. Finally,
we proclaimed “Christ is
Risen” to the swells of the
organ and the beauty of an
Easter altar created by
Cynthia Dalzell. Lilies,
tulips, iris and daffodils in a
room lit with the vanillascent of Madeline Islandmade candles, and candle
tapers of pure beeswax.
Ah, the blessing of Madeline Island! We sure know how to
celebrate.
Consider coming to the Island next Easter (April 16,
2017)........
You would find a great welcome.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Pastor Marina

St. John’s: A Church for the Whole Community
This is a reprint of Pastor Marina’s article that was
published in the April, 2016 Madeline Island Gazette.
During the winter months, I had the time to catch up on
some reading, books that were recommended by
colleagues or Islanders. One book was
entitled, We Make the Road by Walking
by Brian McLaren. He is a
contemporary theologian calling forth
the church to live in the 21st century.
He wrote:
We need to reject both mindless
conformity to tradition and rebellious
rejection of it. We must discern the true intent of the
tradition and pursue that intent into new territory.
Another book that has captured my attention is from
another religious tradition and is a book the “Soup
Supper” gang read and discussed throughout the winter
weeks. The book’s title is What in the World is Going On?
Wisdom Teachings for Our Time” by Penny Gill, a now
retired professor at Mount Holyoke College in
Massachusetts, and summer Island resident for over 20
years. The book speaks of this great time
of transformation on the earth, and notes
that traditional religious traditions and
teachings are not ‘muscular enough to
respond to these challenges.’ The
teachings challenge humankind today to
open ourselves to the Spirit, the shower
of Spirit, that is present today.
In the words of Christianity, these times could be
considered another Pentecost, where the Spirit is being
poured out on all flesh.
So what do we do about it on Madeline Island?
It was twenty years ago when St. John’s Church Council,
under the leadership of Bill Nygren, crafted a vision for St.
John’s: to be a Church for the Whole Community. Bill and
several other council presidents have led us in that
mission during the succeeding years.
In the summer of 2015, the congregation at St. John’s
sought to further define that mission in the light of the
realities of the 21st century, and this ‘shower of Spirit’
with the following vision statement:
Recognizing we are the only year-round church on
Madeline Island, our vision is to be a Christ-centered
church and spiritual center that welcomes all,
wherever they are on life’s journey.
What does that mean? To be Christ-centered means to be
followers of the Way of mercy, forgiveness, reconciliation,
justice and compassion.

It is about extending a radical welcome to all who enter
the building, but more to the point, to all who come
across the water: residents, both year-round and
seasonal; day tourists and
workshop participants;
laborers and business
owners. It is to understand
the ministry of Jesus as a
radical inclusion of everyone,
and as a challenge to both
the church at the time and
the state.
He really meant taking care of the vulnerable, the poor,
the widow, the orphan, the neighbor and the enemy. To
be a servant, not a king.
To be a church means to do the things people expect of
churches: weekly worship services, education for adults
and children around spiritual topics, and presiding over
rituals of passage ~ baptisms, weddings and memorial
services.
It means providing weekly wisdom teachings in a
sermon, using our sacred scripture from the JudeoChristian tradition, but cognizant of other wisdom
teachings from other traditions.
To be a spiritual center means to provide space,
welcome and leadership in the
recognition that there are a
variety of languages and
pathways to God.
How do we do that?
~a

monthly prayer and
support circle for women on the Full Moon, joining
other women throughout the world in uplifting the
needs of their families, the earth and the world’s
people.
~ building

a labyrinth this summer in our Memorial
Gardens for those who prefer a walking meditation
approach to divine conversation
~ developing

our Memorial Gardens as a meditative
space with benches and picnic tables
~ providing

space to sit, reflect, dwell 24 hours a day, 7
days a week in sacred space, with a piano nearby and a
library in the ‘undercroft.’
~ partnering

with area tribes in honoring and praying
for the earth with occasional gatherings at Ojibwe
Memorial Park, a Water Walk the summer of 2016
~ honoring

the vision and creativity of artisans through
the ministry of Woods Hall and the ‘sanctuary gallery’
we have developed on church walls over the years.

Whether you come on Sundays, Easter, Christmas,
weddings or funerals, you are part of this spiritual
community. This is your church. This is our church.
Keep us posted on what you want to happen. Our
leaders include:









Lee Baker - Secretary and Lighthouse Editor
Glenn Carlson - President
Todd Carlson - past-President
Bill Green - Treasurer, Stewardship Chair, Bazaar Chair
Pastor Marina Lachecki - Pastor, Spiritual Leader,
Community Organizer, Choir Director
Gwen Smith Patterson - Vice-President
Julie Stryker - Facilities Chair
Joan Watts - Community Kitchen Coordinator

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Gwen Smith Patterson wrote, in response to Pastor
Marina’s column:
“This is exactly what is in the strategic plan. Thank
you for planting the seeds of curiosity and a wider
space for Spirit to dance in the community.”

Community Kitchen Update
St. John’s kitchen is transitioning! Along with our
commitment to host the Island’s food shelf, we are
renovating and expanding our kitchen to better serve our
community.
We made a list of uses of the kitchen (from occasional
uses for Christmas concert receptions and community
thanksgivings, weekly uses of coffee fellowship, soup
suppers and hosting AA meetings, to the all-important
sundae social at the summer bazaar.)
Phase I begins as you read this issue of the Lighthouse:
new countertops and lower cabinets, a 3rd sink to meet
health codes, and a handicapped accessible entrance to
the kitchen.
Phase II includes the installation of two ovens, a new
side-by-side refrigerator and enough storage space for all
uses: fellowship and pot
luck dinners, altar guild
vases and communion
ware, and the anticipated
use of our kitchen to
support food sustainability
on the island with canning
space for home use.
Thanks to Joan Watts and Carol Neubauer for their
leadership, and Barry Sterling, Louise McCray, Julie
Stryker, Michael Brenna, Susie Flores, and Jim Kasperson
for comments, advice and help during the development
stages.

Marina’s Walking Club
Spring is here! No need for
hats, mittens and heavy
coats; just some shoes that
can get muddy! Meet Pastor
Marina on Tuesdays at 9:00
am in St. John’s parking lot
for aerobic walking and
fellowship!
Note: This month’s Walking Club only meets on April 5th!

Utterback Scholarship Fund Supports Education
The Utterback Scholarship was established by Ruth
Utterback, a nurse and friend to the Island, and the wife
of Rev. Glenn Utterback who served St. John’s from
1969-1974. The fund was established for the continuing
education of any Madeline Island adult. It was given in
the hope that it would be granted for college education;
but adults may apply for a grant to pursue any
continuing education endeavor. The scholarship
committee meets occasionally to disburse interest
monies from the scholarship. The committee consists of
the Pastor, a Council member, and a member of the
Church.
Recipients to date:
1984
1987

1995
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2010

$350 for EMT Training
$50 to Bob Burmeister for Advanced Electrical
Training
$250 to Sharon Okonek to reactivate teaching
license
$500 to Nori Newago for an extended degree
program
$500 to Marina Lachecki for seminary courses
$200 to Kelly Nelson for a floral design seminar
$500 for Regina Laroche to attend Academy of
Spiritual Formation
$250 to Becky Hogan for Parish Nursing
Certification
$1000 for Joan Watts to attend ELCA Staff
Ministries Seminar
$570 to Regina Laroche to attend Shalom
Spiritual Direction Course

Resources for the Fund are received from the principle
investment of $4600 in the Cornerstone Fund of the
United Church of Christ. Currently (2016) there is $1000
in the Fund for distribution. Applicants may apply to
Pastor Marina Lachecki with a letter of intent and a
description of the educational event or opportunity you
want to pursue.
Application deadline for 2016 is June 1, 2016.

Woods Hall Capital Campaign Update: SUCCESS!

Dancing the Season with Regina Laroche

Woods Hall is one of St. John’s chief ministries. It was
created in the 1950’s as a community and economic
development outreach to Madeline Island.

Seeds grown brittle and lifeless in the freeze of winter
now soften, burst in the thaw and wet
pushing down into dark nourishment
up to light, sky, growth,
beginning...

In 2013, we launched an ambitious capital campaign to
renovate the 60-year old building. With over 70 artists,
we needed the room!
And.... We made it! $446, 440 has been raised through
the amazing generosity of our community. That is just
amazing. Almost a ½ million dollars, with each dollar a
vote of confidence in the mission of Woods Hall.
With the help of an initial matching grant from the Woods
Hall Charitable Fund of $100,000, 125 individuals and 10
foundations, we are making progress to complete our
vision to:
 expand the sales area
 create a more welcoming entrance, facing Main Street
 repair our studio floors and update electrical, heating
and plumbing systems, and
 re-design and repair the loom room roof

So, mark your calendars...
You are invited to the official Ground-breaking Ceremony
at Woods Hall on Sunday, June 26, 2016.
10 AM
11 AM
11:30 AM

A Celebration of the Arts Worship
Service at St. John’s
Ground-breaking Ceremony
Reception

St. John’s Annual Community Bazaar – August 4th
There are lots of fun ways to be involved! When you
volunteer, you get to preview all the fine treasures that
are awaiting a new home. That means that by signing up
to volunteer, you can get
a jump on purchasing the
perfect item that you’ve
been longing to have!
To volunteer, contact
Bill Green
bill@doublejcourt.com

Regina Laroche’s Diaspora Gardens provides grown-withlove food. Beginning June 12, she begins distributing 13
weekly boxes of her micro-farm’s bounty. Contact Regina
Laroche to reserve your share by April 15th!
In addition to farming,
Regina Laroche uses
stories, reflections, and
dance for healing and
spiritual inspiration. Click
Diaspora Arts for a
brochure of all Regina’s
upcoming performances
and workshops.
April 2 & 3, 7 pm,
Dreamland Arts, St. Paul, MN
You Can’t Fool Mother Nature
Dreamland Arts, St. Paul, MN
Special Guest with Improv performance ensemble
SoulPlay
Click You Can’t Fool Mother Nature for details and tickets.
April 23, 10:30 am - 6 pm
Dancing the Season in Spring ~ Seeding, Awakening,
Beginning
Yoga North, Duluth, MN
Click Dancing the Season in Spring April 23 for details.
May 1, 3 pm
Echoes of Peace Spring Concert
Weber Music Hall, Duluth, MN
Guest Artist with the "World Group" Choir
May 7, 10 am - 4 pm
Dancing the Season in Spring ~ Seeding, Awakening,
Beginning
Washburn Meditation Center, WI
Click Dancing the Season in Spring May 7 for details.
October 28-30
The Beauty of the Dancer Courage Retreat
The Inn on Madeline Island
A Courage & Renewal retreat with Paula Pedersen & Sara
Thomsen
November 6-11
5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation
Canyon Camp, Hinton, OK

Holy Ground: Madeline Island to the Mystic Isles

Summer Wellness Retreat

2017 is closer than you think! And so is the Holy Ground
Pilgrimage within the Celtic Tradition! Led by Pastor
Marina Lachecki and Sarah and Nile Norton, this exciting
trip this trip is beginning to fill!

Breast cancer survivors are invited to Infinite
Boundaries Retreat, July 28 – 31, 2016 at the
Music Camp facility offering healing experiences
for body, mind, and spirit and integrating nature
into recovery activities.

Scheduled for June 5 – 16, 2017, the group (limited to
20) will explore the Holy Isles of Iona in western Scotland
and Lindisfarne in
northeastern
England. Don’t
miss out on this
Celtic Tradition
adventure. A 3day hike along
Saint Cuthbert’s
Way is a highlight
of this adventure.
You’ll explore sacred monasteries, historic castles and
cultures, hike 3 days along, and learn about Celtic Saints.
Travel on a modern day pilgrimage from Madeline Island
to the sacred isles of Great Britain.
Click Holy Ground Pilgrimage for the trip’s full itinerary.
Sign up today to enjoy two weeks journeying with joy,
song, prayer, fellowship, and sacred word along the
Pilgrim’s Way. For more information, contact Pastor
Marina (715) 747-3903. To date, seven people have
signed up. Will you be the next to join the group?

Theology Class: Foundations of Western Civilization

One of Our Own
Beginning this month, we are featuring biographies
about people in our St. John’s community. Kicking off this
column, Pastor Marina submitted the first article. Watch
for future profiles on people you see in and around St.
John’s!
There was a surprise waiting for me when I opened the
latest issue of Weavings: A Journal of the Christian
Spiritual Life (Feb/Mar/Apr 2016). It is one of my favorite
devotional magazines, something I
have subscribed to and read since
1987. It has supported my own spiritual
development as a member of a local
congregation, then as a campus
minister at Northland College in
Ashland, WI, and currently, in my work
here on Madeline Island as your pastor.
Always insightful. Often supportive in developing my
weekly sermon. Sometimes used in my morning journal
reflections.
But this time…the lead article was written by someone
we all know, one of our own: Regina Laroche. It was her
Lenten reflection, The Touch of Ashes.

Join Pastor Marina Lachecki and Reverend Jim Kasperson
at 11:00 am on Thursday mornings when everyone is
welcome at the
Parsonage for coffee,
tea, treats, and a
chance to dive into
topics that are
guaranteed to
stretch our spiritual
beliefs and
understandings.

Regina lives with her husband, Jeff Theune, at the north
end of Madeline Island, and as she writes, “along with
chickens, goats, dogs, gardens, wild life, and an eclectic
group of Island folk.” She directs a CSA (communitysupported agriculture) business known as Diaspora
Gardens, and during the seasons of dormancy, preaches,
directs workshops, dances and tells stories through
Diaspora Arts.

We are using one of The Great Courses entitled The
Foundations of Western Civilization, taught by Professor
Thomas F. X. Noble, University of Notre Dame. This
lecture series helps us understand the rise of three world
religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) and relate that
understanding to today’s political and religious tensions.

Rest a hand over the center of your chest, the other
hand on our abdomen. Breathe deeply and fully in a
way that allows your head and chest to bow on the
exhale and rise toward the sky on the inhale. Now
open your arms and hands and allow them to move
through space as you continue to breathe deeply-intentionally touching air and light (or darkness).
When your hands are ready, return them to your
chest, allowing breath/Spirit to fall into your body and
rise out of it. Give thanks. Say, ‘Amen.’

May her closing words from this article, bring to each of
us a sacred, Sabbath pause in our lives:
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WANTED! YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS!
Please help us save nearly $3000 each year! When we can send our monthly Lighthouse
via email, we will be able to save almost $3000 in annual printing and postage costs!
Thank you in advance for sending us your email address!
Call St. John’s Office

(715) 747-3945

Call Lee Baker

(651) 470-1317

Email St. John’s Office

stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net

Email Lee Baker, Lighthouse Editor LB@sprintmail.com

