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Water Walkers Return to Madeline Island  
For the Earth Water Walk 2017 begins this month 
when Anishinaabe grandmothers, women, men, and 
youth depart Duluth, MN on April 20 travelling west 
to east. They will arrive at Madeline Island on April 
23 where approximately 50 Water Walkers will be 
honored at a community feast at Noon in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to share.  
The first annual Water Walk took place in 2003 to 
call attention to the pollutants threatening our water. 
“Water is precious and sacred… it is one of the 
basic elements needed for all life to exist,” explains 

Josephine Mandamin, 
organizer of Water Walk 
2017.  
Grandmother Mandamin 
plans to visit the Island 
children at the La Pointe 
School on April 24 
before the Water 
Walkers departing for 
Odanah/Bad River and 
continuing their journey 
toward Sault Ste Marie 
when they are expected 
to arrive on May 7. 

Pastor Marina with Water Walkers 2016 

Click Water Walk 2017 to follow the Water Walkers 
on Facebook or visit the Mother Earth Water Walk 
website.  

April’s Events and Happenings 

1 
Memorial Gathering for Don Albrecht, Bayfield 
Pavilion, 2:00 pm 

1 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

2 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, Worship and Communion, 
Rev. Kasperson preaching, 10:00 am  

2 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

6 Easter Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

8 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

9 
Palm Sunday Worship, 10:00 am. Procession with 
palms and dramatic reading of the Passion Narrative 

11 
Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm, Fellowship 
Hall 

12 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

13 Easter Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

13 
Passover Seder Supper, 6:00 pm. Bring a dish to 
share and a bottle of wine. Ritual foods provided. 

14 
Good Friday Service, Noon. Reading of the Passion 
Story and stripping of the altar 

15 
Easter Vigil, 7:00 pm. A service of Light, Water, 
Word, and Communion 

15 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

16 

Sunrise Service at Russell Bay, 6:15 am 
Pot luck breakfast at St. John’s, 8:00 am 
Festival Easter worship service with Communion, 
10:00 am 

22 
Island Clean-Up, 10:00 am. Meet at Joni’s Beach to 
get your garbage bag and then head out to pick up 
litter along roads and ditches. It’s Spring! 

22 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
23 Worship, Creation Sunday, 10:00 am 

23 Pot Luck Feast for Water Walkers, Noon 

23-24 Water Walkers on Madeline Island 

29 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
30 Worship, 10:00 am 

 

Note: Pastor Marina’s Walking Club and Thoughtful 
Theological Thursdays aren’t on our April calendar. They 
will resume in June! In the meantime, enjoy a walk on your 
own or grab a friend to get outside and breathe in the 
spring air.  

 

Looking Ahead 

May 27 Woods Hall Re-Opening Celebration, 1 - 3 pm 

May 29 Memorial Day Community Service 

June 18 St. John’s Tent Service, downtown La Pointe, 
part of “Eat, Skate, Play and… Pray!” 

June 25 Woods Hall Annual Meeting 

July 4 Independence Day Parade and Celebration 

July 16 Lake Superior Sunday 

July 30 St. John’s Annual Meeting 

August 3 St. John’s Annual Bazaar 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FortheEarthandWaterWalk2017FromWesttoEast/
http://www.motherearthwaterwalk.com/


The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

We enter the month of 
April with the 
anticipation of Holy 
Week and Easter. As 
each year passes, I 
remember the rich 
traditions of Lent and 
Easter in which my 
parents raised me and 
my brother and 
sisters. As part of their 
commitment to our 
faith, we attended a 
parochial school. Each Friday of those weeks before 
Easter, we would gather as school children for 
“Stations of the Cross” where we would walk around 
the church, literally walking the last days of Jesus, 
entering the story of His passion for us. 

It was called “the Way of the Cross” and recounted 
the story of when we fell, when we wept with the 
women of Jerusalem, when he was helped, when he 
was harmed. We walked with other members of our 
school, remembering his suffering, his death, his 
burial. 

And we sang: 

Oh come and mourn with me a while 

See, Mary calls us to her side; 

Oh come and let us mourn with her; 

Jesus, our Love, is crucified. 

In many ways, it was my first pilgrimage: walking a 
sacred story, walking on holy ground. Pilgrimage is, 
perhaps, my primary means of listening to God, 
talking with God, praying to God, walking with God. 

Throughout these past winter 
months, I have been slowly 
reading and reflecting with 
another tradition of holy 
“stations”: Sacred Spaces: 
Stations on a Celtic Way by 
Margaret Silf.  

“The Celts believed that the 
visible land, invisible worlds, 
the material and the spiritual, 
were one. For them, certain 
places were sacred—places 

where the divine between visible and invisible 
was very thin, where the presence of the spiritual 
was almost palpable. They revered such ‘thin 
places’ as ‘sacred space.’”   

Hills, wells, springs, thresholds and crossing places, 
boundaries, the Celtic cross and the infinite knot: all 
these are sacred spaces where one can dwell and 
commune with God. 

In the section on wells, there was a lovely reflection 
on pilgrimage as a place of resurrection: 

“The Celtic pilgrimage historically names its 
destination as ‘the place of resurrection.’ For the 
Celtic wayfarer, the ‘place of resurrection’ was 
sensed to be a space of deep awareness of the 
harmony and wholeness of all things, as well as, 
quite literally, a place in which to settle, 
physically and spiritually, to await the fullness of 
life and experience, and to prepare for death as 
the gateway to new life, the end of the old cycle 
and the beginning of a new. It was a place of 
hardship and suffering.” 

We have just come through the winter season. For 
many, both physically and emotionally, it has been a 
time of suffering and hardship: deaths of loved ones, 
health complications, loneliness, financial 
constraints, spiritual confusion and testing. The 
Ojibwe teach that winter is a time of purification, of 
letting go of those things which do not support life. 

The Buddhist pathway acknowledges there is 
suffering, and the pathway to joy is acknowledging 
this, and walking through it. 

Jesus’ journey in life and to the cross revealed this. 
It was a journey of love, of passion...of deep 
compassion. He ‘suffered-with’ us.  Com-passion. 

It is the path of resurrection: to suffer, to companion 
with others on that journey, to die to self, to rise and 
begin again. 

May you be blessed in this season of resurrection 
and renewal. 

God bless, Pastor Marina 

 

 



Remembering… 

A note from Pastor Marina: 

We have observed a number of deaths this past 
winter in our extended community. Each week, we lit 
our Memorial Candle, acknowledged their passing 
and prayed for peace. 

On the last Sunday in March, I shared a Jewish 
prayer that seemed to speak to the remembrance of 
loved ones. I share a few lines: 

In the rising of the sun and in its going down, 
    we remember them. 

In the glowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, 
    we remember them. 

In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring, 
    we remember them. 

In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of 
summer, 
    we remember them... 

So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are 
now a part of us, as 
    we remember them.” 

Donald George 
Albrecht died March 24 
after a year-long struggle 
with cancer, which he 
handled with grace and 
courage. A distinguished 
artist, educator, 
community leader, 
devoted family man and 
beloved friend, Don left 
an indelible mark on the 
Bayfield community. A 
celebration of Don’s life 
will be held April 1 at 

2pm at the Pavilion in Bayfield with a reception to 
follow. Click HERE to read Don’s complete obituary. 

Virginia Gregg 
Greenman died on 
March 3. Long time 
resident of St. Paul, 
MN, she married John 
Greenman in 1950 to 
start a remarkable 66 
year run. Virginia dove 
headfirst into the world 
of public service and 
worked with many civic 

organizations. She spent many wonderful hours at 
her beloved Madeline Island, on the beach, tennis 
court or in front of the fireplace. Click HERE to read 
Virginia’s complete obituary. 

Robert Duvall 
Karwath, well-known 
Davenport 
businessman, died 
March 20. A fifth-
generation 
Davenport resident, 
Robert graduated 
from Beloit College in 
1959 and went on to 
join his family’s 
insurance agency, 
retiring in 2015. 

Active with his church and serving on many boards, 
he also loved vacationing on Madeline Island where 
he and his wife, Linda, hosted their grandchildren at 
Kamp Karwath. Click HERE to read Robert’s 
complete obituary. 

Jeannine Rhine 
Schaub passed away 
on March 25 following 
complications of a 
stroke. Born in 
Litchfield Illinois, she 
worked in newsrooms 
as a reporter, editor 
and columnist. She 
also spent a year as 
“Miss Jean” on 
Romper Room. 
Jeannine enjoyed 
spending her summers 
on Madeline Island. 

Click HERE to read Jeannine’s complete obituary. 

Jan Shapiro, pictured here with her husband, 
George, passed away on March 28. Her obituary 

was 
unavailable so 
we will include 
it in our May 
Lighthouse 
issue. A 
memorial 
service is 
planned for 
April 1 in 
Carlsbad, CA.  

Juliette Sowl passed 
away in March. Her 
obituary was unavailable 
so we will include it in our 
May Lighthouse issue.  
 

http://www.apg-wi.com/ashland_daily_press/obituaries/donald-george-albrecht/article_fa472aec-125b-11e7-b307-0f1dc8035d00.html
http://www.startribune.com/obituaries/detail/187747/?fullname=virginia-greenman
http://www.trimblefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Robert-Karwath/#!/Obituary
http://www.newsrepublican.com/news/20170327/jeannine-schaub


Observing Holy Week at St. John’s 

St. John’s United 
Church of Christ 
observes Holy 
Week with 
reflective services, 
traditions, and 
celebrations. 

Join us. All are 
welcome wherever 
you are on your 
spiritual journey. 

 

 

April 9 – Palm Sunday Service and procession with 
palms and dramatic reading of the passion narrative 

April 13 – Seder Supper, 6:00 pm. Bring a dish to 
share and a bottle of wine. Ritual foods provided. 

April 14 – Good Friday Service, Noon. Reading of 
the passion story and stripping of the altar 

April 15 – Easter Vigil, 7:00 pm. A Service of Light, 
Water, Word, and Communion 

April 16 – Sunrise Service on Russell Bay, 6:15 am 

Potluck breakfast at St. John’s, 8:00 am 

Festival Easter Service with Communion, 
10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passover Seder Traditions 

Passover is a festival of freedom, commemorating 
the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and their transition 
from slavery to 
freedom. The main 
ritual of Passover 
is the Seder, a 
festival meal that 
involves re-telling 
stories about the 
exodus, singing, 
and consuming of 
ritual foods. 
It is customary for 
the Seder table to 
be decorated with flowers, candles, and food and 
drink that have special historical meaning:  

• Shank bone of the lamb – representing the 
special Paschal sacrifice on the eve of the 
exodus 

• Matzah, unleavened bread – symbolizing the 
urgency with which the Israelites left Egypt and 
there being no time to wait for the dough to 
rise or to enrich it with oil, honey, or other 
substances 

• Bitter herbs such a grated horseradish, 
romaine lettuce, endive – bitterness of slavery,  

• Hard-boiled egg – representing the holiday 
offering brought in the days of the Holy Temple 
and symbolizing the meat of the chicken that 
constituted the main part of the Passover 
meal. Often, the egg is chopped and mixed 
with the saltwater on the Seder table.   

• Sweet paste, a mixture of apples, nuts, 
cinnamon, and wine – representing the mortar 
and brick made by Jews when they were 
enslaved and forced to work by the Pharaoh.  

• Root vegetable, a non-bitter vegetable such as 
onion or potato – symbolizing the 
backbreaking work of the Jews as slaves 

• Four cups of 
wine – to be 
consumed at 
specific times 
during the 
Seder 

Join this year’s Seder 
Supper on April 13 at 
6:00 pm. Bring a dish 
to share and a bottle 
of wine. Ritual foods 
will be provided. 
 



Woods Hall Welcomes Joan Slack 

The Woods Hall Board 
recently hired Joan Slack 
as the new Director of 
Woods Hall Gallery and 
Studios.  
Michael Collins, Secretary 
of Woods Hall Board, 
commented that “we 
undertook a very 
disciplined process to 
match the needs of Woods 
Hall with the skills of the 
new Director. Joan has the 
leadership capacity to take our organization to a 
new professional level.” 
Collins went on to explain that the Board felt 
“compelled to bring on someone who already had 
the best practices and skills of gallery management 
to recognize the commitment so many made by 
investing in the capital campaign to fund the 
renovation. In raising nearly $500,000 for bricks and 
mortar, we felt bound to elevate the professional 
business of gallery management. Joan is exactly 
that person. An artist herself, Joan is already familiar 
with the Island and our organization and has 
developed strong relationships with other 
craftspeople over the 20 or so years she has been a 
contributing artisan at Woods Hall. In addition to 
being a curator, she is practiced in gallery 
management. Joan will be able to provide the 
structure to attract new artists while also affirming 
people who are already providing creative products 
at Woods Hall.” 
Below is a message from Joan Slack:  
Greetings to all. I am so very excited to begin this 
position, and to join forces with all of the energetic 
people who have helped to move the Gallery in a 
positive direction. I have been a long standing 
working member at Woods Hall, and have taught 
classes, served on committees, and enjoyed seeing 
the developments that have taken place over the 
years. The new facility and improvements are a 
testament to the support and interest our community 
has in Woods Gallery, and in the education that the 
studios provide. I look forward to an exciting year, 
and will be focusing my time on creating gallery 
displays and developing merchandising, overseeing 
and planning educational programming, and 
developing ideas for workshops, classes and 
events. I will also develop outreach ideas, and work 
to make us more visible to visitors. I look forward to 
collaborating with everyone as we move into an 
exciting 2017! 

Streaming Services from a Device Near You! 
We’ve been thrilled with feedback about our new U-
Stream program that let’s St. John’s open its church 
doors to people across the globe! We even had one 
member tune in from New Zealand!  
To make it easier to follow the Sunday service, we 
are posting the Sunday Bulletin on the St. John’s 
Facebook page.  

We heard that some 
people were having issues 
with the audio strength. A 
tip: Turn up the audio 
volume on your computer 
or device AND turn up the 
volume on the website 
page. There is an audio 
icon in the lower left corner of the streaming page 
that let’s you adjust the volume level. 
Also, we heard from people that unwanted 
commercials were appearing. We’ve fixed that by 
upgrading to a non-commercial plan. This also 
means that we’ll be able to keep all archived 
services and make them available anytime, 
anywhere. The number of videos we can post on our 
U-Stream site are unlimited. 
Thanks again to Glenn Carlson for diving into the 
world of streaming and experimenting with many 
different technology options.  
We hope you’ll tune in to be part of our Holy Week 
services. You can either watch the service live in 
real time or watch it at a time that is more 
convenient for you!   
Go to http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 
and then bookmark the site so you can find it easily! 

To get easy access, click “Register/Sign In” in the 
upper right hand corner of the screen. You will be 

directed to a page 
that lets you register 
with your Facebook 
account or set up a 
new account with 
your email address 
and password. Or, 
you can click 
"FOLLOW" above 
the video and you'll 
be directed to the 
registration page.  
 

 

St. John’s Peace Pole surrounded by Easter lilies 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2


Book Review 

By Pastor Marina Lachecki 

The Cancer Whisperer: Finding Courage, 
Direction, and The Unlikely Gifts of Cancer 

by Sophie Sabbage 

A little over a year ago, my friend of many decades, 
Don Albrecht, was diagnosed with lung cancer. That 
year began a series of conversations about cancer, 
dying, and living. He recommended a book which he 
felt was ‘spot on.’ I borrowed a copy of the book 
from the Madeline Island Library, and read it as a 
way of accompanying him on his journey. 

“This book is for the 
cancer patient who 
wants to remain a 
dignified, empowered 
human being when your 
doctors and diagnosis 
are scaring you, you’re 
so shocked you can 
hardly put your shoes on 
in the morning, you’re 
caught in the cross fire 
between orthodox and 
complementary 
medicine.   ...  I hope this 
book will help you 
experience the vibrancy 

of vulnerability, the power of purpose, the freedom 
of authenticity, and the wonder of forging your own 
path.” 

Don lived this philosophy. He walked her ‘compass’ 
of: coming to terms and understanding the disease, 
knowing your purpose in life, clearing your mind and 
dancing with grief. He wrote about his own journey 
which clearly reflected the wisdom Sabbage shared 
in her book: of living your life as your experience 
cancer. 

I found this book not only helpful as a pastor, but as 
a family member who has experienced a sibling die, 
ultimately from cancer, and as a friend of many who 
have walked the journey. Don was right: this book 
got it right. It is about remaining with a disease 
rather than living a diagnosis and being seen only as 
that. It is about pursuing your life while being 
treated. It is an encouraging and passionate read. It 
speaks truth. 

Contact St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email            stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse Editor                          LB@sprintmail.com 

Support for Community Kitchen Renovations 

what’s cooking! Well, it’s more about the kitchen 
renovations than what’s on the stove!  
Thanks to Carol 
Neubauer, Joan Watts, 
Louise McCray, Julie 
Stryker, Barry Sterling and 
Michael Brenna, ongoing 
improvements will add 
function to the space and 
create a full-service 
kitchen that will meet the 
growing needs of our 
community. 
A new gas cooktop and 
double oven are being installed as well as a new 
refrigerator, third sink for handwashing, and new 
cabinets. The good news is that Holly Tourdot’s Big 
Bay scene painted on the cabinets are being 
preserved!  

The kitchen 
renovation 
committee is 
working to raise 
$10,500 for the final 
phase of the 
project. These 
renovations are 
transforming the old 

kitchen into a space that will enhance the ways the 
entire community uses the Fellowship Hall facilities. 
So many of the events and activities hosted in the 
Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary depend on the 
kitchen facilities. Your help will ensure that more 
organizations, church members, and community 
groups will have access to a fully equipped kitchen! 
Donations may be 
sent to PO Box 14, 
La Pointe, WI 
54850 with a note 
directing the 
contribution to the 
community kitchen 
renovation. 
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“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and 
a spiritual center that welcomes all. 


