
 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 

The Lighthouse April, 2018

Easter Celebrations 

Easter Sunrise Service at Russell Bay 6:45 AM 

Pot Luck Easter Breakfast, Fellowship Hall 8:00 AM 

Easter Worship with Choir & Communion 10:00 AM 

 

 
 

Calling all Camera Crews! 

It's been a bit over a year since we began live-streaming 
Sunday services and special programs.  Beginning with 
our first webcast on February 19, 2017, St. John's 

channel has been viewed 2,566 
times.  More important than the 
numbers are the many unsolicited 
stories of appreciation and 
connection. Thanks to those of you 
who helped make this a successful 
first year!   

To build a sustainable program, we 
are recruiting – and training –  new 
camera operators.  Would you be 
willing to sign-up for live-streaming 
future services this year, as is done 
for other critical aspects of our 
worship services (readers, lay 
ministers, ushers, refreshments)? 

We need camera operators beginning 
Sunday, May 27.  It’s VERY easy! 
Contact Glenn Carlson to sign up 
glenncarlson453@gmail.com 

With your help, St. John’s can continue making worship 
and spiritual enrichment accessible for all – whenever 
and wherever people may be.  

 

 

 

April’s Events and Happenings 

1 

Easter Sunrise Service, 6:45 am Russell Bay 

Easter Potluck Breakfast, 8:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

Easter Worship with Choir and Communion, 10:00 am 

1 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

2 - 9 Pastor Marina on vacation 

7 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

8 Worship, 10:00 am, Penny Gill preaching 

10 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

11 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

11 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

11 
Soup Supper and Closing Circle, 6:00, Fellowship 
Hall. This is the last Soup Supper of the season so we 
will incorporate a Closing Circle ritual. 

12 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 
am, Parsonage 

14 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

15 Worship, 10:00 am 

17 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

19 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 
am, Parsonage 

21 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

22 Worship, 10:00 am 

24 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

26 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

28 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

29 Worship, 10:00 am, “Creation Sunday” 

29 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 
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The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends of the Christ,  

Happy Easter!  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

I grew up in the 1950’s. Easter followed a week of 
preparation: spring cleaning the house, getting the Easter 
ham, and trying on new Easter bonnets, an Easter dress 
and patent leather shoes. 

We had traveled 
through Lent with 
weekly Stations of the 
Cross, remembering 
Jesus’s journey to his 
death. We had 
attended church on 
Holy Thursday, where 
the priest performed 
an act of servanthood 
by washing the feet of 
those gathered, and 
we learned of Jesus’ 

commandment to love one another as God loved us. We 
attended a late night Easter Vigil service of candelight, 
song, a number of readings [and yes, as a child, I got 
very sleepy in the darkened church] and then awaited for 
Easter morning. 

I associate the Easter morning Mass with one 
song: Resurrexit, which was sung as a duet by Adele 
Murray and our choir director, Molly Trano. Adele’s 
soprano voice was exquisite. Molly’s alto supported her 
as they soared with “Alleluias” of this mysterious Latin 
hymn. Later in the Mass, I would hear the choir sing 
arrangements of “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” I would 
wait to hear my father’s beautiful tenor voice as the 
miracle of the resurrection was proclaimed. 

Easter was also a renewal of relationships as my Polish-
American family gathered with aunts and uncles, cousins 
and in-laws at my grandparent’s house for the blessing of 

the Easter egg 
ceremony. My 
grandfather 
would speak a 
blessing to each 
of us, all 40+ of 
us gathered, 
from his wife, 
through all the 
generations to 
the youngest 
child.  

It is a ceremony we still do as a family, now skyping 
children who are a long distance away from the intimate 
family gathering in which I once participated. 

Easter is a new beginning. It is a time to move from the 
somberness of Lent, into the days of returning sun, 
melting snow, and budding earth. 

 

Now, a new song is the voice of Easter for me: “Now the 
Green Blade Rises.” It was written almost 100 years ago 
by an Anglican priest. He based it on Jesus’ words 
recorded in John 12. 24: 

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. 

Jesus’ death brought 
forth much fruit: it 
brought forth courage 
to share the good 
news from frightened 
disciples; it brought 
forth a new way of 
relating to women, 
children, other 
religions and other 
nations; it brought 
forth a way of uplifting 
the lowly, and 
protecting and caring 
for the vulnerable. 

It brought forth you 
and me. We are the 
fruit of Christ’s death and the proof of his resurrection. 

We are the body of the Christ. 

Blessings to each of you in this month of resurrection.  

Pastor Marina 



 

United Days Conference 

By Stacy Craig, St. John’s Intern 

I have a body. I am a body. Which 
of these statements resonates with 
you? Forty years ago, United 
Theological Seminary (UTS) 
faculty member, James B. Nelson, 
wrote a book titled Embodiment 
which explored the implications of 
claiming the latter: I am a body.  If I 
‘have’ a body, it means the 
essential me is the soul and mind, 
which are more important than my 
vessel, my body. I am a body eliminates the hierarchy of 
soul, mind, and body, and instead, treats the body as part 
of our way to know and experience God. This was the 
theme of United Days, a conference I attended this past 
month.  

I am a female body. The conference reflected on how 
Embodiment was foundational for the Re-Imagining 
movement, which focused on women’s experiences in the 
church. The movement started in 1993 with a conference 
in Minneapolis. The conference attracted international 
speakers and participants, with about one-third clergy and 
two-thirds lay people. Backlash to the conference is 
credited with creating a movement out of what was 
intended to be a one-time event.  Gender equality 
became part of the national conversation, and for many 
women, their experiences with inequality in the church as 
individuals was affirmed on a global scale.  

Over the course of ten years, six more conferences would 
take place. Through ritual, song, and lecture, the 
conference provided the invitation for sisterhood to be a 

part of the church experience. Attendees 
impacted worship, research, and teaching 
practices which resounded, and continue 
to resound, in churches, seminaries, and 
in people’s lives today. The Re-Imagining 
resources and recordings from the 1993--
1996 conferences can be found on their 

website: http://re-imaginingcommunity.org/ 

After reflecting on the Re-Imagining movement of the 
past, United Days shifted focus. We were invited to re-
imagine our communities of faith today. As the original 
conference did for women, how do we create space for all 
in the love and search for God in the inclusive church?    

I am an invisible body. Presenters and panelists talked 
about having complicated relationships with their body, 
and this was exacerbated by feeling on display or 
unwelcomed in communities of faith and in many places 
in our society. Talking about life as a transgender person, 
one panelist remarked on the irony: being seen keeps us 
alive; being visible can evoke violence. We talked about 
people with large bodies unable to find seating, clothing, 
or grace. Attendees brought up what it was like to be an 
aging body in a world that doesn’t see them. How is one 
to be the body of Christ, when their bodies are not 
welcome? One of the reflections from the original Re-

Imaging planners was to recognize the cultural changes 
that happened in churches and seminaries when there 
was a critical mass of women in leadership roles. Instead 
of being a token, they were formative. This could be a 
model to make cultural change today.  

Trauma creates change you don’t choose. Healing 
creates change you do.   ~ Michelle Rosenthal 

I am a wounded body. How are our bodies our way to 
God, when one’s body holds memories of trauma such as 
sexual violence? Now that we understand epigenetics 
and historical trauma, how do we talk about being made 
in God’s image when babies are born holding the trauma 
that is passed down genetically from systematic 
oppression and violence?  

The Older Testament is a complicated place to turn for 
solace from trauma, but that is exactly what UTS 
Professor of Biblical Interpretation, Dr. Carolyn Pressler, 
presented on at United Days. She named the stories and 
chapters which present male hierarchy and female 
subordination and reminded us that we should name and 
resist scripture that has caused harm. However, when we 
look at the overall narratives and interpret the stories in 
the Older Testament, we find affirmation again and again 
that our God hears those who have been hurt, and God 
works, eventually, to heal and provide for a renewed life.  

At United Days, 
participants 
were invited to 
partake in the 
milk and honey 
ceremony. In 
between the 
water (of our 
baptism) and 
the wine (our 
covenant with 
Jesus) we drink 
milk (the 
essence of life 

from the body) and honey (the sweetness of God's word). 

At the original Re-Imagining conferences, attendees 
talked about experiencing wholeness by coming together 
with their shared pain and isolation. The work that St. 
John’s and other communities are doing around 
reconciliation is, I believe, opening an opportunity to 
move towards wholeness for the wounds inflicted by our 
broken world. 

What I’m discovering through going to seminary, which is 
being reinforced in this internship, is that this work, in the 
many forms it takes as pastors, chaplains, non-profit 
leaders and writers, is the work of becoming the beloved 
community. While I thought I would be focusing on 
matters of the spirit, what I didn't realize was that focusing 
on the world and our bodies in this world are matters of 
the spirit. As one speaker concluded, love is the search 
for unity. If Christianity is love, to embody this is to be in 
unity with ourselves and all those around us. I see my 
work, in classes, papers, and sermons, as the work to 
keep growing and re-imagine how this can be so. 
 

http://re-imaginingcommunity.org/


 

THANKS to the TWENTY Worship Leaders 
during Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

It is with gratitude we close the Lenten season. Our 
services of worship have been shaped by a series of 
meditations created by Regina Laroche--her work as poet 
and liturgist has guided us 
during these last number of 
years. 

We also thank Debra Dallin, 
Monarda Thrasher, and Lydia 
Caswell for leading a special 
choral element each Sunday 
with “Gathered Here“. 

Susan Sabre created a quilt--
Uni-verse, and provided ‘first 
page’ poems and sayings that 
guided our reflections in the 
bulletin. 

Glenn Carlson and Lee Baker shared the service on 
Facebook and Ustream. Sheri Milburn and Susan Sabre 
were our musicians, and our Easter Choir. 

We are grateful for those who participated in reading the 
Passion Narrative on Palm Sunday: Nick Montano, Lydia 
Caswell, Penny Gill, Louise McCray, Neenah Marano, 
Stacy Craig, and Jim Kasperson. 

During Holy Week, we 
offered 6 services in 8 days. 
We thank Susan Sabre for 
the production of all those 
bulletins, and we thank the 
Lay Ministers and Readers 
who supported all those 
services, especially Joan 
Watts who guided 
Good Friday services. 

We thank Rev. Jim 
Kasperson, Michael and 
Cindy Dalzell for their efforts 
in leading the Passover and 
the Easter Vigil.  

We thank Brian Nelson for our sunrise bonfire at Russell 
Bay, and all who contribute to Easter pot luck breakfast. 

Finally, we are grateful to Michael Childers and Cindy 
Dalzell for creating stunning altars during this time of 
deep ritual.  

 

 

Bazaar – August 2 

Mark your calendars now for this annual community event 
and state planning your summer schedules so you are 
free on August 2nd!  

Want to lend a hand? There are many 
ways to get involved. If you want to be 
part of this fun event, contact one of 
the people below. They’d love to hear 
from you!  

Bake Sale  Jean Busse 
   jeanbusse@yahoo.com 

Book Sale  Gwen Smith Patterson 
   cedarpress2013@gmail.com 

Car Wash  Denise Hardie 
   superiorcleaning32@gmail.com 

Clothing Sale  Mimi Smith 
   mhsmith43@sbcglobal.net 

Household Goods Carol Neubauer    

   cneubauer@cheqnet.net 

Lakeside Kingdom  Bill Green 
(furniture, bikes, canoes, etc) bill@doublejcourt.com 

Ice Cream Social  Barb Harding   
   bgdrharding@aol.com 

Silent Auction     Dawn Michael   
   dawnmichael1@gmail.com 

   Chris Fritsche   
   cpf@mnval.net 

   Sally Brown      
   salpalbrown73@gmail.com 
 

Note about spring cleaning…… instead of tossing 
household items when you’re spring cleaning, please put 
aside items that may be another person’s treasure and 
have special appeal at the Bazaar!!!  

 
 

NEW this year…..  

➢ Island car wash! Contact Denise Hardie to 
get involved!  

➢ Expanded Silent auction items that include 
dinner parties, game nights at a cabin, folk 
singing fests, and more! Contact Sally 
Brown to learn more! 

I have the immense joy of being a [human 
being], a member of a race in which God 
became incarnate. As if the sorrows and 
stupidities of the human condition could 
overwhelm me, now I realize what we all are. 
And if only everybody could realize this! But 
it cannot be explained. There is no way of 
telling people that they are all walking around 
shining like the sun.               ~Thomas Merton 

Connect with St. John’s 
Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage Phone           715-747-3903 
Church Office phone           715-747-3945 
Church Office email           stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Stacy Craig, Intern           stacymariecraig@gmail.com 
Lighthouse editor            LB@sprintmail.com 
Council president            LB@sprintmail.com 
Streaming          http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 
Facebook                         Facebook Link 
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Council Book Study: Weird Church 

St. John’s Council continues its book study of Weird 
Church: Welcome to the 21st Century by Beth Ann 
Estock and Paul Nixon. Below are two quotes that 
grabbed our attention during discussion of Chapters 8 - 
12. For those of you reading Weird Church with us, 
Chapters 13-17 are assigned for April.  

“For skeptical post-modern, spiritual-
but-not-religious people, religious 
services are of little interest. However, 
community-building gatherings with an 
emphasis on making a difference in the 
world are often highly compelling." 

“…significant neighborhood cultivation 
must first happen. For this reason, 
finding pastoral leadership indigenous 

to the community and/or encouraging bivocational pastors 
will be key to helping [church communities] develop and 
thrive.”  

Our book study discussion continues to challenge us in 
thinking about St. John’s are an open and affirming 
church and spiritual campus.  Are we a church that feels 
safe for people who have felt harmed by their previous 
church or religious experiences? Are we a church that 
feels welcoming to people who come from faith traditions 
beyond the United Church of Christ? Are we a church and 
spiritual campus that provides a safe environment for 
spiritual exploration? Are we a church that promotes 
civility as we tackle challenging and uncomfortable 
conversations about reconciliation?  

Adhering to the principle that “It’s not WHAT you say, it’s 
HOW you say it,” Council is using the nine tools of civility 
from Speak Your Peace to guide our Ministry of 
Reconciliation, namely to: 

Pay attention 

Listen 

Be Inclusive 

Don’t gossip 

Show respect 

Be agreeable 

Apologize 

Give constructive criticism 

Take responsibility 

We welcome your involvement if this is a topic that strikes 
a chord. Contact Pastor Marina to learn more about St. 
John’s Ministry of Reconciliation. 

 

Adult Education DVD Lecture Series 

Adult  Education programs continue 
on Thursdays. Join Pastor Marina on 
April 12, 19, and 26 at 11:00 am at the 
Parsonage for theological 
conversations exploring religion during 
the early Middle Ages.  

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

Everyone is invited to 
Tuesday’s Fellowship and 
Fitness Walking Club. Meet 
at 10:00 am in St. John’s 
parking lot for a brisk walk 
to explore signs of spring 
and share communal 
conversation.  

Soup Suppers Nourish Body and Soul 

St. John’s is wrapping up its Soup Suppers for the season 
on Wednesday, April 11. At the conclusion of the April 11 
Soup Supper, we will host a 
Closing Circle to commemorate 
the end of the season. All are 
invited to share soup and 
bread, connection, 
conversation, and community 
on April 11 when we gather to 
feed our bodies and minds, hearts and souls.  

Full Moon Circle for Women  

This month, we are hosting our Full Moon Circle for 
Women on April 29. The Full Moon Circle for Women is a 
time when we light candles for all the prayers of women 

who gather in person and in 
spirit. The glow of candlelight 
brings healing and peace.  

Want to join the Full Moon Circle 
and share the energy of women 
uniting in prayer? Contact Pastor 
Marina to be included on her 
email list.  

Childcare Coop – A Busy Place to Be! 

the Fellowship Hall is a busy place when Madeline Island 
toddlers gather for playtime. moms and toddlers gather 
for playtime. Micaela Montagne 
and other moms have organized 
the Community Childcare Coop 
for child enrichment activities such 
as playing, listening to music, 
dancing, and reading books. 
Contact Micaela Montagne at 
micaelamontagne@gmail.com to 
learn about participating in the 
Childcare Coop. 

“Three things in human life are important: 

The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. 

And the third is to be kind.” 

~ Henry James 

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
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Prayer Changes Things 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

Many people struggle with prayer.  We can be intimidated 
by those who seem to know what to say and just how to 
say it. Our fear of not getting it “right” leaves us frustrated 
and more than a little anxious when praying with 
others.   FYI: God doesn’t care if we get it “right.” He just 
wants to hear from us! 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray 
also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel...”    Ephesians 6:18-19 
 

Prayer is our lifeline to God. We need to talk to Him, listen 
to Him, and just enjoy His presence.   You may want to 
try something new during this week to help refresh and 
inspire your prayer life or maybe this is the time when you 
will embark on your own prayer journey with God. Some 
ideas to consider may be to: 

• Meditate on Scripture—choose one verse, phrase, 
or word to meditate on and ask God what He wants 
to say to you (Psalm 119:78), pray this scripture 
back to God, use the ACTS method to structure 
your prayer time(Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, & Supplication), or pick up the 
devotional written for Prayer Week. 

• Sing and pray the Psalms — sing it to a tune you 
know or create one as you go along. (Psalm 
68:32). Sing your favorite hymn or worship song as 
a prayer to God. 

• Journal in prayer — Writing may help you to stay 
focused and be able to express your thoughts more 
clearly. Write down your prayer requests/answers, 
or write down Bible verses that speak to you. 

• Find a prayer partner — “where two or more are 
gathered in my name” (Matthew 18:20). Encourage 
those in your small group to pray together. 

• Take a prayer walk and listen to God speak 
through Creation (Psalm 19:1). 

• Take time for a mini-retreat and be still before Him 
(Lamentations 3:25-29). Get away where there are 
no distractions and let God talk to you. 

• Develop your own “prayer closet” and find a regular 
time and place to pray (Psalm 27:14). 

 
The benefits of prayer include: 

• spiritual connection with God (Psalm 16:11),  

• assurance of God’s unconditional love (Romans 
8:35-39),  

• meaning and purpose in life (I John 1:1-3),  

• strength to face each day (Isaiah 41:10), and  

• peace in our lives (Philippians 4:6-7).    

There has been some research done that shows that 
prayer is good medicine (go 
to www.faithandhealthconnection.org).  

Prayer is the place we bring our 
concerns and feelings about our 
situation or illness to God, and then let 
them go.  Drawing close to God can 
give us the peace, confidence, and 
strength to face our condition, knowing 
that He’ll meet our needs. 

 
If you would like more information about prayer, please 
see the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or go on-line 
to the National Day of Prayer Task Force 
at www.NationalDayofPrayer.org, ort to the Navigators at 
https://www.navigators.org/resource/praying-names-
attributes-god/ where you’ll find a 30-day plan to enrich 
your prayer time.  
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Spring Reflections 

The Enkindled Spring 

This spring as it comes bursts up in bonfires green,  
Wild puffing of emerald trees, and flame-filled bushes,  
Thorn-blossom lifting in wreaths of smoke between  
Where the wood fumes up and the watery, flickering rushes.  

I am amazed at this spring, this conflagration  
Of green fires lit on the soil of the earth, this blaze  
Of growing, and sparks that puff in wild gyration,  
Faces of people streaming across my gaze.  

And I, what fountain of fire am I among  
This leaping combustion of spring? My spirit is tossed  
About like a shadow buffeted in the throng  
Of flames, a shadow that's gone astray, and is lost. 

~ D. H. Lawrence 

Photo credit: Karin Frisque 
 

Sonnet 98 

From you have I been absent in the spring, 
When proud-pied April dress'd in all his trim 
Hath put a spirit of youth in every thing, 
That heavy Saturn laugh'd and leap'd with him. 
Yet nor the lays of birds nor the sweet smell 
Of different flowers in odour and in hue  
Could make me any summer's story tell,  
Or from their proud lap pluck them where they grew; 
Nor did I wonder at the lily's white,  
Nor praise the deep vermilion in the rose; 
They were but sweet, but figures of delight,  
Drawn after you, you pattern of all those.  
Yet seem'd it winter still, and, you away, 
As with your shadow I with these did play. 

~ William Shakespeare 

 

The Waste Land 

April is the cruelest month, breeding 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
Memory and desire, stirring 
Dull roots with spring rain. 
Winter kept us warm, covering 
Earth in forgetful snow, feeding 
A little life with dried tubers.                            ~ T. S. Eliot 

(Read Eliot’s complete poem at The Waste Land) 
 

 

Today 

If ever there were a spring day so perfect, 
so uplifted by a warm intermittent breeze 
that it made you want to throw 
open all the windows in the house 
and unlatch the door to the canary's cage, 
indeed, rip the little door from its jamb, 
a day when the cool brick paths 
and the garden bursting with peonies 
seemed so etched in sunlight 
that you felt like taking 
a hammer to the glass paperweight 
on the living room end table, 
releasing the inhabitants 
from their snow-covered cottage 
so they could walk out, 
holding hands and squinting 
into this larger dome of blue and white, 
well, today is just that kind of day. 

~ Billy Collins 

 
In Perpetual Spring 

Gardens are also good places 
to sulk. You pass beds of 
spiky voodoo lilies    
and trip over the roots    
of a sweet gum tree,    
in search of medieval    
plants whose leaves,    
when they drop off    
turn into birds 
if they fall on land, 
and colored carp if they    
plop into water. 

Suddenly the archetypal    
human desire for peace    
with every other species    
wells up in you. The lion    
and the lamb cuddling up.  
The snake and the snail, kissing. 
Even the prick of the thistle,    
queen of the weeds, revives    
your secret belief 
in perpetual spring, 
your faith that for every hurt    
there is a leaf to cure it. 

~Amy Gerstler 
 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual campus that welcomes all. 
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