St. John’s United Church of Christ
The Lighthouse
It’s Here! St. John’s Annual Community
Bazaar – August 4th and 5th
Drumroll….. the event everyone waits for all year
long…. it’s finally HERE! And this year’s Bazaar
promises to be bigger than ever! We are expecting
many wonderful
items; so many that
it requires 2 large
tents, a smaller tent,
plus the church
basement to hold it
all! Come see our
Church grounds
transformed into a
big party under the
tent, with thousands of household goods, clothing,
books, ice cream social, hot dogs and burgers and
a great bake sale.
Get ready to bid on fabulous unique quality items at
the Silent Auction! Treasures abound!
The Bazaar is
made possible
because of the
generosity of
the island
community
donating items
to be sold. All
the proceeds
stay right here
on the island and benefit a variety of community
projects.
Hats off to Bazaar Czar Bill Green and his
energetic volunteers who are committed to making
this an outstanding event! Any last minute
questions or donations? Contact Bill Green 715747- 2338 or cell 928-671- 0535, or email
bill@DoubleJcourt.com

Community Blood Drive a Success
Becky Hogan reports that 59 units were
collected at the Madeline Island Blood Drive
on July 19! Thanks to the donors and many
volunteers who made the drive a
success. Each blood drive donor saves up
to three lives!

August, 2016
August’s Events and Happenings
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AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Walking Club, 9:00 am
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Annual Community BAZAAR!!!! 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Living Buddha/Living Christ Book Discussion, 7:00
pm, Library
Organ Concert, 7:00 pm, St. John’s
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Dedication of Labyrinth Worship and Communion,
10:00 am
Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am
Woods Hall Authors’ Sunday, 11:00 am – 1:30 pm
Walking Club, 9:00 am
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
A Seminar on Aging, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am
St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Living Buddha/Living Christ Book Discussion, 7:00
pm, Library
“Early Christianity and Empire” Theological
Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship, 10:00 am, Northland College Sunday,
Penny Gill preaching
Walking Club, 9:00 am
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Full Moon Circle, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Madeline Island Radio Hour, 7:00 pm
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
“Early Christianity and Empire” Theological
Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
Madeline Island Radio Hour LIVE!
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship, 10:00 am
St. John’s Annual Community Meeting
Walking Club, 9:00 am
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Advance Care Planning Presentation, A Seminar on
Aging, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
“Early Christianity and Empire” Theological
Discussion, 11:00 am, Parsonage
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Worship, 10:00 am
Summer Church Picnic
Walking Club, 9:00 am
Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
A Seminar on Aging, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall

Balance Exercise Classes for Health

Becky Hogan and Marge Smith co-lead Balance
Exercise Classes every Tuesday and Thursday at
10 am in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s. Join us
for health and fellowship!

The Pastoral Column
Dear Friends in Spirit,

connection, they took time, they resisted stereotypes
of the young or the old.

Wisdom keepers.
Story tellers.
Sages.
Elderly.
Positive statements about the last third of life.

Isaiah and Samuel had mentors.
Mary sought out Elizabeth.
Jesus had mentors in Joseph and Mary and uncles
and aunts and rabbis, even a cousin.
Jesus mentored friends and strangers.

Not old.
Not antiquated or out-of-date.
Not out-of-touch.
But holders of a family or community’s story.
A piece of history.
We are blessed at St. John’s with a population of
elders. While some may look at our graying-haired
congregation and question its future, I look out and
see the richness of these life stories and the
wisdoms that come through adversity, vulnerability,
loss, acceptance, grace. Winter grace.
A recent issue of my primary Christian devotional,
Weavings, focused on “eldering.” Let me share a
few quotes:
Eldering is a way of carrying oneself in the world
that shows the scars and the mystery of healing.
Eldering makes visible the weathering of love,
how it softens, and strengthens at the same time.
Eldering is the skin of faith over time.
~ Mary L. Fraser

Let us pray for those who mentored us as we began
to walk this sacred journey of life.
Let us pray that we may be humble enough to listen
to the next generation rather than dismiss them.
Let us be clear on the wisdoms that helped us
through the dark times.
Let us be the light for someone.
Amen.
In peace,

Pastor Marina

Madeline Island Radio Hour salutes 1942!
Join us on Thursday and Friday nights, August 18
and 19, 2016 at St. John’s for a wonderful variety
hour of music and stories from 1942.
Showtime begins promptly at 7 PM and features the
voice of Madeline Island, Carl Brooks, introducing
the amazing musicians of Madeline Island.

Why should we be grateful that we are perceived
to be younger than we really are? Why would we
want to hide the marks of experience, the lines of
wisdom, or the signs that we carry in our flesh of
the journey we have traveled through this mortal
life?
~ John Van De Laar

Whose singing? Our studio choir of Jon Berg and
Michael Childers, Nile Norton and Barb Meyer, Beth
Speckein and Gay Lindquist, and Marina Lachecki
and Colleen Jenson. Soloists include: Barbara
Meyer, Gingie Ward, Nile Norton, Michael Dalzell,
Bill McCullough, Jim Kasperson, Barb With, and
Marina Lachecki.

Silence is the gateway to listening, the threshold
that opens us to and allows embrace of what is
real, beyond ideals and illusions that we often
confuse with wisdom. Eldering depends on the
quality of the silences we cultivate at the heart of
our listening  within ourselves and in one
another.
~ Mark S. Burrows

And look for a few musical surprises!

I believe the story of our faith provides a model for
wisdom: the concept of elders and mentoring,
nurturing the generation beneath us. I worry we are
accepting the devaluing of that role, rather than
committing to it with a young person, investing in
their struggles and questions, listening deeply.
The connections will come if we listen first. I heard a
story at a funeral today about how one Island elder
spent a whole day with a young student...they found

We will have our local telephone operators back
(Lois Carlson and Julie Stryker) sharing news of the
flood of 1942, where
over 8 inches of rain
fell
overnight....sound
familiar?
And then, the news
of the world offered
by our own
newscaster, Glenn
Walter Carlson.
The concert is produced by Madwood Promotion.
There will be a free will offering....see you soon!

In the Good Ole Summertime…..Let’s Have a
Church Picnic!
It’s time for the end of
summer picnic at St.
John’s, with members
of St. John‘s and St.
Joseph‘s together ....
Hopefully outdoors on
tables...
Hopefully with the sun still shining...
Bring salads and sweets to share, brats or burgers
to grill.
Sunday Worship: 10 AM as usual, August 28
Then a picnic potluck fellowship at 11 AM.

INCLUSIVITY and COMPASSION: A Look at
Christianity in the First Centuries
Thursday mornings finds a small group of Islanders
gather at the parsonage to sip tea, drink coffee,
share a few treats, and watch a DVD lecture
followed by discussion. The topic for June and July
is the first centuries of
Christianity, focusing on the
intersect of Jesus’ teachings of
justice, compassion and
inclusivity and the values of
empire of judgment, power and
exclusivity. We watch one half
hour lecture each week and then
discuss the content and share our
own knowledge. We are using the
PBS documentary “Eclipsing Empire: Paul, Rome
and the Kingdom of God” which features
theologians John Dominic Crossan and the late
Marcus Borg.
August 4 and 11, 7:00 pm at the Library:
Join Penny Gill, retired
professor from Mt.
Holyoke in
Massachusetts, and
Pastor Marina Lachecki
for a series of
conversations about the
companion teachings of
Buddha and Christ.
Texts will be: “Jesus
and Buddha: The Parallel Sayings” edited by
Marcus Borg; and “Living Buddha, Living Christ” by
Thich Nhat Hanh.

Advance Care Planning: It’s About the
Conversation
Advance Care Planning (ACP) is not just about old
age. An accident or medical crisis could leave
someone too ill to make his or her own healthcare
decisions. Advance Care Planning is a process....
not a single document or a one-time event. It's a
process of understanding, reflecting on and
discussing future medical decisions, including endof-life preferences. It may include:
 Understanding your health care condition and

treatment options.
 Clarifying your health care wishes and
defining what "living well" means to you.

 Weighing your options about what types of

care and treatment you would want or not
want.
 Choosing a health care agent who can speak
for you if you become injured or ill and unable
to communicate, and deciding to complete an
advance directive.
 Communicating you wishes and sharing
any documents with your family, friends,
clergy, advisors, physicians and other health
care professionals.
Advance Care Planning is one of the best gifts you
can give to the people you love, and it starts with a
conversation.
Plan to attend a free educational session on
this topic at 7 P.M. on August 23rd at St. John's
UCC Fellowship Hall. In this session, you will
learn:
 What is advance care planning?
 Why is it important - regardless of your current

health status?

 How do you have the conversation about your

wishes?
 What are the steps to create your plan?

Presented by Honoring Choices Wisconsin, an
initiative of the Wisconsin Medical Society, and
Wisconsin Women’s Health Foundation.

Welcome to the Renovation of St. John’s
Memorial Gardens!

If you have walked down Main Street toward St.
John’s, you may have stopped at Memorial Park and
wondered...what happened to the plants and
benches?
The original garden rose from a sumac and alder
thicket in the late 1980’s guided by Caroline
Brummer, Nancy James, Vi Johnson and Hazel
Hanson and developed by a number of Island men
and women putting in sweat and time.
In 2002, Pastor Marina
consulted with Todd
Knopf, Wellspring
Landscaping, to
re-imagine the gardens
with chimes, meditative
pathways, even a moon
garden with flower
fragrances to experience.
Another possibility
emerged when Barrie
Carter Gibby, daughter of
Chuck and Bess Carter,
spray-painted a labyrinth
in the church lawn.
As part of our vision to be
a church for the whole
community, and recognizing various pathways to
connecting with the Divine, Phase I of the re-design
was approved by the church council and began this
summer. Cindy Dalzell of Sylvan Designs donated
her time and experience to develop this phase which
includes a Chartes-style labyrinth laid in thyme and
outlined by Lake Superior stones, and the re-design
of the garden beds. It was supported with Memorial
Funds (Elmer Nelson and Bess and Chuck Carter)
and a number of fundraising cabarets over the
years, and pipe organ concerts by Dr. John Schultz.
Phase II includes building another garden beds and
extending the pathways around Woods Hall to St.
John’s community garden beds.

Fundraising Concert
Dr. John Schultz will present his third organ recital
on Saturday, Ave Maris Stella III, August 5, 2016 at
7 PM in the evening, as a fundraiser for the
Labyrinth project. He will be joined by Michael and
Cindy Dalzell. The labyrinth will be dedicated on
Sunday, August 7th part of the worship service.
Labyrinths have always felt like tracing the pattern
of my faith life: at the onset cheerily setting out in
the direction of the center which appears quickly
accessible, then doubling back and discovering
that the movement is away from center to
periphery, then the long, distant
peregrinationcloser, then farther, then closer,
then fartherand the final arrival, perhaps some
fresh insight, only to be sent out again.
~ Wendy M. Wright, Weavings, May-July, 2016

Spotlight On Bill Green
It seems only fitting to feature Bill
Green in this month’s issue of Spotlight
On since Bill is our Bazaar Czar. We
thought you’d like to get the inside
scoop on the Bazaar and become
better acquainted with Bill.
How did you first get involved with the Bazaar?
I walked by and saw Howard Russell, the former
Bazaar Czar, moving things around. He looked like
he had a lot to do so I simply asked him if he
needed any help. Howard responded, “Be here at
8!” I soon became familiar with the many different
aspects of the Bazaar. I was amazed to find out how
much help they needed for the event. A couple
years later, Howard turned to me and said, “I just
can’t keep doing this.” So, I stepped in. And here I
am, six years later, still the Bazaar Czar.
Have there been any significant changes to the
Bazaar over the years?
A few years ago, we added
another tent on the
lakeshore side of the road. I
analyzed the square footage
allocated to each of the
Bazaar’s departments and
how much revenue each
department generates. I
compared household goods,
the large item tent with
lamps and lawn mowers, silent auction, ice cream,
burgers and brats, books, and clothing. It was
apparent that the silent auction clearly produced the
greatest revenue, so the Bazaar committee decided
to relocate it into the Fellowship Hall and bring the
household goods upstairs. That way, we were
putting our biggest ticket items in the best location.
How much money does the Bazaar generate for
St. John’s?
Bazaar profits represent about 11 to 12 percent of
the Church’s annual revenue. Over the past years,
we’ve averaged between $16,000 and $17,000. The
Bazaar is vital for the health of St. John’s budget.
And that doesn’t even count the boats and cars that
have been donated for sale at the Bazaar. At one
point, I suggested that people consider donating a
row boat that they may have had sitting around and
not used for many years. That might have helped
us bring in an additional $1000 or so. Was I
surprised when I got a phone call from someone
saying they’d like to donate their 48’ Chris Craft! I
never imagined we’d be getting donations of such
significant value. Since then, we’ve had people
donate other boats and cars. I am so impressed with

the great generosity of people on the Island. Of
course, donations of property are tax-deductible so
they are advantageous for the people who donate
them. Donations like boats and cars are incredibly
beneficial in helping us raise funds for outreach
programs. And it’s important to note that all the
money raised by the Bazaar stays right here on the
Island for projects that support the entire Madeline
Island community.
Is there anything about the Bazaar that surprises
you?
Yes. This event draws people back year after year.
People keep coming back to be on the committee
and help with the Bazaar. Everyone will tell you how
much fun it is to work with your friends. Mimi Smith
had never volunteered for the Bazaar. At the end of
the day, she finished her shift in the clothing tent,
and declared, “Sign me up for next year! I had a
blast.” People are eager to help and there is so
much camaraderie among all the volunteers.
What do you do with all the stuff that’s left over?
The Bazaar is on Thursday and by Friday afternoon,
we put up a sign inviting people to take items for
free or consider making a donation. A lot of items
disappear on Friday afternoon and into the
weekend. On Monday morning, we haul the unsold
items to the Island Exchange or Recycling Center.
The clothing gets packed up and delivered to a nonprofit organization in Bayfield, Ashland, or Red Cliff.
We know the clothing will be used by people who
aren’t in a position to afford new items.
What are you doing when you aren’t working on
the Bazaar?
Lyn and I love spending time on our dock and
getting out on the water in our boat. Since I’m still
working back in Wickenburg, Arizona, it’s a treat to
take several months off and enjoy all that Madeline
has to offer. I love to walk. We walk everywhere.
And Lyn and I play tennis when we’re here.
How did you start coming to Madeline?
I first came to Madeline when I was 6 years old. My
dad came as boy, beginning when he was 12. He
had three aunts on the Island who brought my dad.
Then my mom and dad brought me to this special
place for 2 or 3 weeks every summer. Lyn and I
honeymooned at the Chateau. Then, we started
bringing our kids to Madeline. Eventually, we bought
a place in 2008.
Since you serve as Treasurer on the St. John’s
Council, you have a strong understanding of the
church. What stands out for you about St.
John’s?

St. John’s is really a church for the whole
community. It’s so interesting that people who may
not attend church turn to St. John’s for the
significant events in their lives. People turn to our
church for weddings and funerals and also look to
the church in times of hardship or crisis. It’s truly a
community organization that does good for the
entire Island. It’s much more than just the spiritual
aspects of the church.
I understand that you feature sayings on your
company billboard at home.
We have a marquis or a reader board at our
company. It’s about 12 or 14 feet so there’s room for
about 5 lines. Most companies use their signs to
advertise. Our philosophy is that no advertising is
the best advertising. People tell me all the time that
we have the best sermon in all of Wickenburg!
People talk about the weekly messages. “Have you
read the sign this week?” “What did you think of this
week’s
message?”
People
reference
our reader
board
quotes all
week long.
We like to
post
messages
that are
upbeat and positive, sayings that will make people
stop and think.
My favorite one is “If you see someone without a
smile, give them one of yours.” We’ve posted about
2400 messages for the Wickenburg community. One
business leader in town gave me the best
compliment ever. He said that because of our reader
board, the students of Wickenburg grow up with an
optimistic attitude about life but they don’t know to
what to attribute their hopeful outlook. That meant a
lot to me.

Marina’s Walking Club
Time to relish the remaining
warm days of summer. Join
Pastor Marina on Tuesdays
at 9:00 am in St. John’s
parking lot for 3-4 miles of
aerobic walking and
fellowship!
Photo by Barbara With

Woods Hall Features Work of Local Artisans
Woods Hall is open in August as follows:
Monday - Thursday -- 11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday and Saturday -- 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday -- 11:00 am to 2:00 pm

Visit Woods Hall Gallery and Studios to see
everything happening this month. Better yet! Stop by
and see the creativity of our artisans in person!

Speak Your Peace: The Civility Project
The gale-force winds and rains on July 21 provided
a power outage on Madeline Island and postponed
the Speak your Peace: Civility Starts with Us
workshop. Rob Karwath, Island weekend resident
and communications consultant for this project, is
contacting the presenters to reschedule. We will
post the new dates to you via email, on the
Chamber website, and St. John’s Facebook page as
soon as we confirm the new dates.
The workshop will focus on
the importance of listening
and civility in planning and
working in communities.
Click Speak Your Peace to
learn more about the
importance of civility in
society and how to become involved.

Seminar on Aging
Explore topics related to aging with Penny Gill and
Pastor Marina Lachecki who are working with Gloria
Fennell, Becky Hogan and Howard Dallin. On
August 9, 23, and 30 at 7:00 pm, presenters will
discuss various aspects of aging and offer
constructive and proactive suggestions for living
positive, productive lives as elders. The August 23
seminar will be focused on Advance Care Planning.

Contact St. John’s UCC
Reverend Marina Lachecki
Parsonage
Church Office phone
Church Office email

lighthouse@cheqnet.net
715-747-3903
715-747-3945
lighthouse@cheqnet.net

