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It’s That Time Again ….. for the Bazaar!!!!!!!! 
The long awaited and anxiously anticipated Bazaar 
is happening … August 3! Doors open at 10:00 am 
so get there early for all the hot deals!  
Our Bazaar features furniture, household goods, 
toys, outdoor items, sports gear, clothing, books, art 
and antiques. And, of course unique treasures in the 
silent auction with bidding closing at 2:00 pm.  
Come hungry! Brats plus pulled pork and pulled 
chicken sandwiches will be for sale. And the Bazaar 
wouldn’t be complete without the always popular ice 
cream social!  
This year, a 26’ Nimble Kodiak is for sale! Priced 
very reasonably, this one-owner boat is a great deal! 

Named Gulliver, 
she sleeps 4 
comfortably, is 
very stable, and is 
easy to pilot 
single-handedly. 
The boat even 
comes with a 
deluxe 2-axle 
trailer that is very 
easy to tow. The 
Gulliver has a 
Honda 15HP 
engine. Call Bill 
Green, (715) 747-
2338, for full 
details including 
the Nimble 
Kodiak’s original 
brochure. 

The Bazaar continues Friday, starting at 10:00 am 
and ending at 1:00 pm. Beginning Friday afternoon 
and all-day Saturday and Sunday, any items that 
remain unclaimed are free, even though we 
encourage a goodwill donation to St. John’s.  
When you see Bill Green and his committee working 
like crazy, please stop and say, “THANK YOU!” 
This Bazaar doesn’t happen without many volunteer 
hours and 
dedicated 
planning. 
See you 
Thursday, 
August 3!  

August’s Events and Happenings 

1 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

1 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
3 BAZAAR!!!! 10:00 am – 2:00 pm (or thereabouts) 
5 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
6 Choir Rehearsal, 9:15 am 

6 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am 

6 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

7 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
7 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

8 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

8 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
8 Memorial Service for Jan Shapiro, 10:00 am 

9 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

9 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
9 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

10 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
12 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
13 Choir Rehearsal, 9:15 am 

13 Worship, 10:00 am 

14 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
15 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

15 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
16 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
17 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
19 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
20 Choir Rehearsal, 9:15 am 

20 Worship, 10:00 am 

18 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

21 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
22 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
23 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
24 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

26 
Alanon/AA Speakers & Ice Cream Social, 7:00 pm, 
3358 North Shore Road.  

27 Choir Rehearsal, 9:15 am 

27 Worship 10:00 am 

27 St. John’s Annual Meeting, 11:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
28 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
29 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

29 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
30 A Matter of Balance, 9:30 – 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
31 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 



The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

June was the month of 
a pilgrimage to the holy 
islands of Lindisfarne 
and Iona. It was a time 
of morning and evening 
prayer in community: 
our little band of 
wanderers each day at 
the Lindisfarne Inn, and 
then joining a larger, 
global community at the 
Abbey on Iona. For the 
first week, we used 
portions of Celtic Benediction by J. Phillip Newell. 
He was the former warden of Iona Abbey. 

July has proven to be the month of moving into the 
valley of the shadow of death. My husband, Jim, had 
emergency surgery for an extensive aortic 
dissection. 

The doctors told us he dodged a bullet for the week 
he went with this undetected. We call it a miracle. 
We have been held by the grace of God, and the 
prayers of our community as we journeyed through 
this life-threatening condition. We were blessed with 
a ‘serendipitous visit’ by a hospital chaplain when 
both Jim and I, unbeknownst to the other, had 
prayed that morning for a visit, including receiving 
communion. We were graced with amazing medical 
attention, skilled surgeons, respectful and 
compassionate nurses and certified nursing 
assistants.  

We found ourselves thanking everyone for every 
kind deed, performed throughout the day, and found 
amazing connections with each nursing shift. In the 
end, we both feel it was a blessing, with many life 
lessons: 

Be satisfied. 

Be present to each moment of life. 

Ask for help...really! 

Be grateful for all the kindnesses in one day. 

Jim entered the hospital through the emergency 
room on July 14. We came home on July 25. I read 
morning prayer from Celtic Benediction as we 
waited to leave the hospital: 

“I lift my eyes to the hills, from where will my 
help come? 

My help comes from God, who made 
heaven and earth.” 

                                            Psalm 121. 1-2 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

Awaken my senses to the goodness that can 
still spring forth in me and in all that has life. 

As I have received, so free me to give. 

As I have been granted, so may I give. 

Thanks to all who gave freely of their time in prayer, 
in their texts and emails and Facebook postings of 
encouragement, and with all the help received when 
he came home. 

                Pastor Marina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Islands 
Prayer 

Sharon Handy, 

one of the fourteen 

pilgrims who 

travelled to the 

Holy Islands this 

summer, shared 

this Celtic prayer. 

 

 

 

  

Dear St. John’s Community,  
Pastor Marina has been given a family medical 

leave for three months to support Jim’s 
recovery, and give herself the time and space to 

heal from this recent family trauma. There has 

been much to consider in the past three years 

for pastor’s family, with the death of her step-

son and sister, and Jim’s recent stroke. 
The Council and the Pastoral Care Committee 

met and recommended this leave of 

compassion. 

The ministry of the church, in both worship and 

services, continues during her leave. We have a 

talented pool of lay leaders committed to being 

‘a church for the whole community.’ 
                        Glenn Carlson, 

Church Council President 



Planning for the Future:                                  
St. John’s Endowment Funds 

By Glenn Carlson 

As we approach the 100th anniversary of St. John’s on 
Madeline Island, we are reminded that it’s not just the 
ministry that has endured that long.  Our three 
buildings have been around a long time, too: the 
church was built in 1921, the parsonage in 1935, and 
Woods Hall in 1955.   

With generous community support, we’ve made 
substantial repairs, renovations and energy-saving 
improvements to our properties at St. John’s over the 
last few years.   The list of projects is extensive, as is 
our gratitude to all who have given their time or 
treasure to these projects. 

We expect that these buildings will continue to serve 
as the Island’s spiritual center for the next 100 years.  
We also expect that these buildings will need 
continual, possibly growing, maintenance over that 
time.  To address that need, in good times and bad, 
the strategic plan adopted by the congregation calls for 
the establishment of an endowment fund to finance 
building maintenance and repairs in perpetuity.  

The Church Council looked at two alternative 
structures for an endowment fund.  The first approach 
would be to set up an endowment agreement with the 
Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation 
(DSACF), the umbrella entity over the Apostle Islands 
Area Community Fund (AIACF).  Our endowment fund 
there would be pooled with many other funds, and 
managed by the DSACF.  The DSACF credits each 
account with its share of net earnings/gains/losses, 
and distributes what has recently been 4.25% of the 
account balance (3-year rolling average) to the 

participating charities each year.  
The DSACF would retain 
ownership of the assets, and 
under no circumstances could the 
Church Council withdraw the 
assets from DSACF.   

The second approach would be to have Church 
Council retain ownership of the endowment fund.  As it 
happens, such a fund already exists.  In 1985, a fund 
was established by the Wheeler family with the 
stipulation that only specific amounts were to be 
regularly distributed to the Church, unless the 
existence of the Church was at stake.  In the 32 years 
since then, the Church has never withdrawn anything 
other than the specified 
amounts.  Currently, the 
fund has assets of 
$39,500 and generates 
roughly $1,000 in annual 
income to the Church.  
Until now, this income went into general revenues.  
The Council recently voted to dedicate future revenue 
from this fund to building maintenance only.   

 

Rather than have Council choose between these two 
distinct alternatives, they decided to offer both choices 
to our supporters.  The table below highlights the 
principal differences between the two.   

  
We’d like to take this opportunity to ask you to consider 
supporting this effort to ensure the maintenance and 
repair of the St. John’s properties in perpetuity, through 
one of the two endowment funds outlined above.  Both 
funds can accept gifts of cash or stock or IRA 
proceeds.  The DSACF fund can additionally help with 
Charitable Remainder Trusts and other planned giving 
structures. 

Please contact Council President Glenn Carlson (cell: 
608-576-8326 or glenncarlson453@gmail.com) for 
more information on the internal St. John’s Endowment 
Fund.  Contributions may be sent to St. John’s at P.O. 
Box 14, La Pointe, WI 54850.  Please denote 
“Endowment Fund” in the memo line. 

Feel free to contact Meghan Dennison at (715) 779-
7021, or Mark Danielson at (218) 726-0232, if you’d 
like more information on the St. John’s Endowment 
Fund at the DSACF.  You can also donate to this fund 
online at:  http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/st-
johns-united-church-of-christ-fund?tt=0 

Thank you very much! 

 DSACF-owned 
Church Council-

owned 

Control of 
assets 

DSACF Church Council 

Management 
of assets 

Professional-
managed; Overseen 

by DSACF 
Investment 
Committee 

Same two mutual 
funds we’ve been in 

for 30+ years 
(Franklin 

Income/Templeton 
Growth) 

Investment 
approach 

Active asset 
allocation into 

passive mutual funds 
(index, etc.) 

Actively managed 
only within each 

mutual fund’s 
parameters 

Fees 
.75% plus mutual 

fund fees (total <1%) 
Mutual fund fees 
only (total <1%) 

Distributions 

Recently, 4.25% of 3-
year rolling average 

assets.  Must have at 
least  $25k in fund to 
receive distributions. 

Income from 
Franklin Fund; % of 

prior year assets 
from Templeton 
Fund.  Last year 
combined ~3% of 

assets. 
Able to 

withdraw 
more? 

No. 
“If the existence of 

St. John’s is at 
stake.” 

Supports 
broader 
AIACF 
mission 

Yes. No. 

Fund 
established 

1983 1985 

Fund size $57 million (12/31/16) $39,500 (6/30/17) 

http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/st-johns-united-church-of-christ-fund?tt=0
http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/st-johns-united-church-of-christ-fund?tt=0


Annual Meeting Rescheduled for August 27 

Pastor Marina and Council members will be 
presenting several topics at St. John’s Annual 
Meeting following worship on Sunday, August 27 
at 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. This meeting is 
postponed from July 30 to accommodate Pastor 
Marina’s personal need to make her husband’s 
health care a priority.  

The presentation will be a retrospective on recent 
accomplishments and achievements as well as a 

dialog about our 
current situation, 
new initiatives, 
and plans to 
address the 
church’s future. 
The main topics 
for discussion 
include our new 
endowment 

opportunities (see article by Glenn Carlson), a 
complete overview of the Community Kitchen 
Renovation, a presentation of Woods Hall Gallery 
and Studios Strategic Plan, and a discussion 
regarding pastoral transition.  

This meeting is open to all and people are very 
much encouraged to attend so our community is 
well informed about issues pertinent to St. John’s. 
Pastor Marina will welcome questions. 

Woods Hall Gallery and Studios Classes 

By Joan Slack 

The Friends of Woods Hall fund, which is made up 
of donations made by supporters of the gallery and 
studios, has some money set aside for persons 
wanting to take classes and needing a scholarship 
to help with the class cost.  

Please send an e-mail to joanslack33@gmail.com 
with the following information: 

• Name, phone # and e-mail address 

• A description of the class you would like to take, 
with details of location, date, cost, content 

• A brief description of why you would like to 
attend the class and what you hope to learn 
and apply 

 

 

Woods Hall offers classes and workshops in 
weaving, jewelry making, pottery and more. Click 
Woods Hall to see a complete listing of summer 
classes.  

Remembering… 

Heather Anne 
Swanson died last 
month. A gentle 
and kind soul, 
Heather was a 
devoted animal 
rights advocate. 
She also travelled 
extensively from the 
Galapagos Islands 
to Sweden to 
Africa. Heather’s 

life journey ended much too soon, but she is finally 
reunited with her twin sister, Kirsten, who passed 
away in 2004. Condolences to Heather’s parents, 
Dawn and Ted Michael. Click HERE to read 
Heather’s complete obituary.  

 

Food Shelf Donations Needed 

St. John’s provides a Food Shelf as one of our 
many ministries. We’re making a special plea to 
families who are closing up cabins at the end of the 
summer. 
Please 
consider 
bringing non-
perishable 
items to our 
Food Shelf 
located in 
the vestibule 
to the left of 
the church’s 
front door. This is a wonderful way to empty your 
pantry while also helping individuals and families in 
our community who need assistance.  

 

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

Everyone is invited to Marina’s Fellowship and 
Fitness Walking Club. Meet on Tuesdays at 9:00 am 

in St. John’s parking 
lot. From there, the 
group will take off 
for a brisk walk to 
enjoy some physical 
activity, breathe in 
the smells of 

summer, and share communal fellowship. Wear 
your walking shoes. Come join the fun!  
 

http://www.woodshallcraftshop.com/classes/
http://m.startribune.com/obituaries/detail/204935/?fullname=heather-anne-swanson


 Balance Exercise Group Keeps You Moving! 
Parish Nurse, Becky 
Hogan, leads a Balance 
Exercise group on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 10:00 am. It is great to 
see all this energy and 
excitement for maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle as we 
age.  Just keep moving!!!  

 

Do You Have Concerns about Falling? 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

Many older adults experience concerns about falling 
and therefore, restrict their activities. 
A MATTER OF BALANCE is an award-winning 
program designed to manage falls and increase 
activity levels. This program emphasizes practical 
strategies to manage falls.  
You will learn to: 
• view falls as controllable 

• set goals for increasing activity 

• make changes to reduce fall risks at home 

• exercise to increase strength and balance 

Who should attend? 

• anyone concerned about falls 

• anyone interested in improving balance, 
flexibility, and strength 

• anyone who has fallen in the past 
• anyone who has restricted activities because of 

falling concerns 

Beginning August 7th, St. John's Health Ministry is 
offering this class twice a week for four weeks, on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, during the month of 
August from 9:30 - 11:30 am in St. John's 
Fellowship Hall. 
For more information or to register please call 
Becky Hogan at 218-310-6092, or the church, 
at 715-747-3945. Class is limited to 12 people. 

A Matter of Balance: Managing 
Concerns About Falls is based on 
Fear of Falling: A Matter of 
Balance. Copyright ©1995 
Trustees of Boston University. All 
rights reserved. Used and 
adapted by permission of Boston 
University. A Matter of Balance 
Lay Leader Model 
 

Special AA Speaker and Ice Cream Social 

On Saturday, August 26, AA is sponsoring a special 
evening at Larry McFarlane’s home, 3358 North 
Shore Road. An Alanon speaker 
is presenting at 7:00 pm 
followed by an AA speaker at 
8:15 pm. Everyone is invited to 
stay afterwards to enjoy an ice 
cream social. Questions? 
Interested in learning more 
about AA? Contact Tom Banner 
at (715) 747-2045.  

 

Community Blood Drive is a Success 

By Becky Hogan, Blood Drive Coordinator 

On a very rainy, wet July day, many Islanders took 
time out to give life by donating blood.  The total 
number of registered donors was 48, including 7 
first-time donors, with 45 units collected. THANK 
YOU ALL SO MUCH FOR DONATING!!!!!! 

There was also a great 
crew of 22 volunteers 
who worked a total of 
50 hours to help make 
the drive a success. 
Also, big thanks to the Madeline Island Ferry Line, 
La Pointe Firefighters & EMT's and a great Red 
Cross team.   It is a privilege to be a part of a 
community that cares about one another and 
reaches beyond itself to save lives. 

 

 

 

 

Connect with St. John’s UCC 

Gets news and announcements on St. 
John’s Facebook page 

Stream services and events at 
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 

Subscribe to monthly issues of the Lighthouse! Send 
your email address to LB@sprintmail.com 

Contact St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email            stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse Editor                          LB@sprintmail.com 

 

 

tel:(218)%20310-6092
tel:(715)%20747-3945
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


Women of Madeline Island Series:             
Velma Watson Schroedel 

Pastor Marina recently gave a presentation on 
Velma Watson Schroedel as part of the Madeline 
Island Museum’s Women of Madeline Island Series. 
Below are excerpts from Marina’s discussion, 
passages from past issues of the Lighthouse, and 
email conversations. 
What we know: Velma came to Madeline Island in the 
spring of 1951 as the pastor’s wife of Rev. Otto 
Schroedel. 

“Reached Madeline 
Island, just coming from 
Mexico and the sunny 
south; signs of spring--
dogwood, green fields… 

Came to softening ice 
‘break-up’ on Nelson 
Dahlin’s air pusher sled. 

The ‘shining Big Sea 
Water’ was solid with 
ice and the roads were 
canyons of snow piled 
from successive storms of the 
winter.” [Lighthouse, April, 1951] 

 

One day, Velma discovered a loom in the attic of the 
parsonage, learned how to weave and taught others. 

“One lively, late spring morning when the bay was 
noisy with sea gulls and the slapping of brisk waves 
against the shore, Velma made a discovery that, like 
the pebble dropped in the pool, was to have its effect 
on the farthest shores. Camouflaged by dust in an 
unexplored corner of the parsonage attic, she came 
upon a small, black hand-loom which had evidently 
been left by a predecessor. Velma was not one to 
linger long over wondering about anything. Between 
calls on the Islanders in hopes of finding a teacher, 
and trips to the Bayfield Library for books on weaving, 
she began to experiment. Weaving, not the weather, 
became the topic for conversations as well as the 
context for sermons as the many threads became 
recognizable cloth. Interest was contagious and 
brought the Schroedels in contact with others outside 
the parish.” [Excerpt from Loom in the Attic] 

“Even as we are writing this the click of the loom is 
heard in the living room for the deft hands of the 
Queen of the Manse are busy with her first attempt at 
weaving, taught her by the expert guidance of Mrs. 
Johnston, which sends us into further speculation of 
the possibility of reviving the former winter activity of 
the pioneer housewife. While living in the Ozarks we 
saw some real works of art produced on the loom in 
former years that could well be reproduced by some 
Island housewife with imagination and which would 

bring some fancy prices if they were put on the 
market.” [Lighthouse, August, 1951] 

“Back of the acquisition of the loom is a story of 
extraordinary accomplishments by Mrs. Schroeder -
The Queen of the Manse-- using old-fashioned looms 
and almost any kind of material that was at hand. 
Particularly interesting are a number of table mats, 
woven of marsh grasses cut from the big marsh in front 
of the church, dyed and trimmed to fit the loom. With 
the new loom due to arrive within the next few weeks, 
it would be hazardous to predict just what miracles in 
weaving will be accomplished by the island folks whom 
Mrs. Schroedel hopes to train as weavers. This much 
is sure: the winter season will be materially shortened 
as the island folks turn to weaving.” [Lighthouse, 
November, 1952] 

“The Queen of the Manse continues to think up new 
patterns almost daily. Last Monday was a banner day 
when she wove a bath mat and three bags as usual all 
in different design. She dislikes repeating a pattern 
when there are so many new ones one can cook up on 
that new Hammett four harness loom. We still have 
more potential weavers than we have looms.” 
[Lighthouse, February – March, 1954] 

“’Each one teach one.’ This is the method of learning 
employed by the local weavers. The Queen of the 
Manse is of course the principal of the weaving school, 
but a number of our weavers are able to instruct others 
now and so weaving knowledge advances at 
accelerated pace.” [Lighthouse, January, 1955] 

“Velma had endless energy. She researched weaving, 
looms and all that went with it. Like re-threading them. 
How did she do that without the internet??? Her mood 
was always constant and pleasant. She skillfully 
stayed out of Island politics and people were respectful 
of her.”  [Luella Johnston’s email of July 24, 2017] 

 

What we may not know: she had a life before and 
beyond Woods Hall 
Born Velma Watson to Anne 
and George on August 1, 
1904 in Apple River, Illinois 

Had four sisters:  Georgia, 
Georgiana, Vera and Veva 
and two brothers:  George 
and Warren 

Was an excellent student and 
got straight A’s at the 
University of WI 
Taught Junior High school for 
10 years outside of Chicago 
before raising a family  
Listed her occupation as housewife, starter of the loom 
house 

Died August 27, 1970 and buried in Florence, Missouri 



What we need to know… 

Velma met and out hiked Otto Schroedel! 

“When Otto Schroedel pushed aside the weighty 
considerations of religious explanations on his desk at 
Eden Seminary one afternoon, and set off to explore 
an unusually rugged section of upper Illinois, his only 
thought was to stretch his long legs and indulge in his 
favorite sport of discovering new country. Climbing a 
steep side of Apple River Canyon, he came 
unexpectedly on the Watson house at the top of the 
hill, and met sprightly, vivacious Velma Watson. The 
arduous climb--and Velma--necessitated a prolonged 
rest which he put to good advantage in making another 
discovery. Here was a co-enthusiast in all the things he 
liked to do. A date to climb Tower Rock was the 
beginning of a courtship that developed rapidly in spite 
of the fact that it was the weaker of the species that 
scrambled up first, quite unaided, to the rock’s 
summit.” [Excerpt from Loom in the Attic] 

Velma believed in staying home and taking care of her 
children. 

“My mother, Velma, was a busy person. Her father was 
an Illinois farmer and her mother before her made 
cottage cheese, butter and bread. My mother loved 
making cottage cheese, butter, ice cream and all that 
went with them.”  

“My mother and 
father loved the 
Island. 
Especially my 
mother loved 
the winter when 
she had time for 
crafts. A good 
friend of ours 
and artist on the 
Island made a 

small model loom for my mother and then a full-sized 
loom. My mother greatly enjoyed weaving.” 

“Grandma believed that kids should have hobbies. It 
was important. She tried to interest me in coin 
collecting…But what interested me the most was her 
rock collecting. People called her a “rock hound”, 
which I thought was funny. She brought her rock 
hammer with her on trips to Maryland…What 
impressed me the most were the rocks she kept on 
shelves in her basement. She had a “black light” 
(ultraviolet light), which was the first time as a kid I had 
ever heard of such a thing. She would turn off the 
lights in the basement and shine the black light on the 
rocks and they would glow in beautiful colors. She also 
showed me how she cut stones on her rock saw. It 
looked like an ordinary woodworker’s table saw, but 
she said it had a special blade with diamonds. I 
couldn’t see the diamonds; they were tiny, I guessed. 
The saw would cut through solid rock, yet she could 
put her finger on it and it wouldn’t cut her. That was 
like magic for kid.” 

“Velma always had a rock polisher running in their 
garage day and night. She used coffee cans to hold 
the stones and abrasive. One thing that I remember 
most: she showed me how she mixed two-part epoxy 
cement to glue 
polished stones into 
jewelry settings. It 
had a very distinctive 
smell. Some 50 years 
later, as a scientist, I 
use that very same 
type of cement to 
glue X-ray windows 
onto sample holders 
that are used by visiting scientists from around the 
country to collect their biomedical research data. That 
smell brings back the memory every time. I like to 
remember that my grandmother taught me how to do it 
and I sometimes tell my students that story.” 
[Excerpts from letters from Velma’s family] 

“There was always a Sunday dinner in the oven for 
after church. I was always honored to be included to 
share that meal with their family. The Sunday dinners 
were like pot roast with vegetables!!! The atmosphere 
was loving and calm. Rev. S could read me like a 
book. He knew, somehow, that my home atmosphere 
was not like that. He was a very stabilizing factor in my 
life. I was a regular at their Sunday dinners. I don’t 
remember others there. I always felt welcome.” [Luella 
Johnston] 

“I remember them from 1960 to 1962. I was on the 
Island and going to school in Ashland. I remember 
going to the craft shop on soup nights and a lot of the 
older islanders were there. People like Evy and Leo 
Kron, Pat and Teddy Anderson, Lila Anderson. 
Probably Evie Dahlin and Caroline Brummer, Cal 
Humphrey (he built our little table looms maybe), Mrs. 
Knudson, maybe Mrs. Wilde. I remember them leading 
carolers around at Christmas time [to every house on 
the island]. [Dolly Schneeberger] 

Note to Readers: There 
is so much to learn of 
this woman, her bridging 
the role of the 1950’s 
housewife and an 
amazing entrepreneurial 
talent. I talked with her 
family and hope to write 
a book someday…once 
I retire, and would love 
for you to contact me if 
you have story to add: 
lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
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“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and 
a spiritual center that welcomes all. 


