
 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 

The Lighthouse December, 2017

Celebrating Christmas 

Join us for the Madeline Island 

Community Christmas Program 
Saturday, December 16, 6:30 pm  
Come to St. John’s to celebrate A Season of Miracles, 
when we raise our voices with the Community Choir to 
rejoice and worship the spirit of God that brings peace 
and justice. 

 

Yes! We’ll be streaming 
the Christmas Program 
so everyone can enjoy this 
special evening of song, 
prayer, and celebration. 

Tune in to STREAMING wherever you are and share 
the spirit of Christmas! Or go to 
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 

December’s Events and Happenings 

2 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

2 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

3 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am 

3 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

3 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 11:15 am 

5 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

6 Children’s Play Rehearsal, 3:30 pm 

6 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

7 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

7 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

9 Children’s Play Rehearsal, 10:00 am 

9 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

10 Worship, 10:00 am 

10 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 11:15 am 

12 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

13 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

13 Children’s Play Rehearsal, 3:30 pm 

13 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

13 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

14 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

14 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

16 Children’s Play Rehearsal, 10:00 am 

16 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

16 
Community Christmas Program: A Season of 
Miracles, 6:30 pm 

17 Worship, 10:00 am 

19 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

20 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

21 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

23 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

24 Worship, 10:00 am 

24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 4:00 pm 

26 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

30 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

31 Worship, 10:00 am 

Please note that Soup Supper and Adult Education 
will not meet the week of December 25.  

  

 
Madeline Island                    

Community Christmas Program 

“A Season of Miracles” 

St. John’s UCC 

6:30 pm 
  
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  Men’s Quartet 

Good Christian Friends      Choir and Audience 

God’s Holy Child    Composed by Susan Sabre 

Welcome Christmas                                  Choir 

Night of Miracles Children’s Play  
                                Written by Red Eldred 

The First Noel                     Choir and Audience 

Night of Miracles                                       Choir 

Calypso Cradle Carol                                Choir 

Hallelujah Chorus                                      Choir 

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2


 

The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Advent … anticipating the coming of God. 

Christmas … welcoming the Christ Child. 

Epiphany … proclaiming the Word Made Flesh among us. 

In one short month, we travel 
through centuries of yearning 
for the reign of God to be 
present, through the birth of a 
son to a workman and his wife, 
and then look forward to the 
teachings of that Child as he 
moves beyond his station in life, 
to teach and live a New Way, 
the Way of Inclusivity, 
Compassion, Mercy. 

His mother proclaimed that 
reign when she accepted her 
call to bring the child into the world. She was referencing 
another mother, Hannah, whose son, Samuel, was also 
called to serve God. 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
For he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call be blessed. 
[The Mighty One] has shown strength his arm; 
He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
And lifted up the lowly.  
He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty. 

     Luke 2.47-53 

It is a part of the Christmas story I like to tell. 

The story of a handmaiden accepting the call of God. 

It is her acceptance of a child, the role of being a mother, 
in partnership with her betrothed, Joseph, that brought 
forth the miracle of the Divine One becoming flesh: to 
lead us, again, into the way of justice, mercy and 
compassion.    

That hope is ancient. It was shared by Israelites over 
time, through Exodus and Exile. 

It was given voice 2000 years ago in the form of a rabbi 
and prophet. 

It was never silenced, not with His death, nor the 
persecution of many who walked in The Way for centuries 
after He died. 

Like Mary, we may not realize in our lifetime the outcome 
of our service in faith. But we still choose to serve. 

Like Mary, we may bring forth a part of God’s vision 
through our work, our children, our presence, our 

reaching out to the outcasts, the disenfranchised, the 
neglected, the lowly.  

Like Mary, we may witness the trials and tribulations of 
holding fast to the promise of Emmanuel, God with Us. 

And like Mary, we believe.  

During these seasons of Advent and Christmas, may you 
find a quiet space to breathe with God, to ask God to lead 
you to the place of bearing the Light of God, to a world in 
need of hope and faith. And may you, like Mary said, 
“Behold the servant of the Lord. Let it be done unto me 
according to Your Word.” 

And with that prayer, the Christ Child is born again in the 
world. 

Merry Christmas, dear Servants of the Lord. 

Pastor Marina 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Letter from Rob Karwath 

Council member Rob Karwath wrote a terrific letter 
capturing highlights about the gales that battered 
Madeline Island several 
weeks ago. For those of 
you who may not have 
received Rob's letter by 
US Postal mail, his letter 
is reprinted on the next 
page. Rob beautifully 
expresses what St. John's 
means to Madeline Island and how "it connects us with a 
power beyond our everyday lives in a special place that 
we all call home." 
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Dear St. John’s Friends, 

When wind-whipped Lake Superior battered Madeline Island in October, flooding Main Street and 

threatening St. John’s United Church of Christ, our island community snapped into action. 

People—all kinds—suddenly appeared. They sandbagged the church doors. They pushed and pulled 

precious property, including the food pantry, away from the dangerous, rising waters. Over the 

next several days, even as many dealt with deluge and destruction at their own properties, they 

cleared the street, pushed away the sand, dried up the water and returned St. John’s to the special 

place—worship place, gathering place, community place—it has been for nearly 100 years. 

The following Sunday, Pastor Marina remarked how, as the storm threatened, our community 

linked arms to preserve and protect the church that, for decades, has preserved and protected us. 

That’s what St. John’s means to Madeline Island. Even if we’re not able to be in the sanctuary every 

Sunday, the church is our sanctuary. It feeds us, spiritually and physically. It provides activities and 

community through long, dark winters. It provides connection and perspective through short, 

hectic and sometimes overwhelming summers. 

It connects us with a power beyond our everyday lives in a special place that we all call home. 

Now we can come together again to protect and sustain our community’s church. Please consider a 

tax-deductible financial gift to St. John’s so it can continue supporting all of Madeline Island. You 

can mail it to St. John’s United Church of Christ, P.O. Box 14, La Pointe, WI, 54850. 

As our community cared for St. John’s in the storm, we can do so again—so St. John’s can care for 

Madeline Island and all of us. 

 

With appreciation, 

 
Rob Karwath 

On behalf of St. John’s Stewardship Committee 
 

 

 



 

Reformation Sunday… A Few Thoughts and 
Drawings 

By Pastor Marina 

500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 
posted 95 reasons the Church needed to reform. 
Benedict of Nursia and Francis of Assisi, in previous 
centuries, also presented ideas to reform the church.  

Today, some 2000 years after Jesus of Nazareth spoke 
of a Way of Compassion, Justice, and Mercy for those 
blessed--the poor, the hungry, those pursuing justice and 
peace, those mourning and meek, the church is again 
reforming. 

THE BIG CHURCH and small churches across the nation 
are looking to the teachings and principles of Christ to 
meet the needs of people hungry for the Spirit. But we are 
in the 21st century…and things might be a little…different. 

Pastor Marina and council members Julie Stryker and 
Gwen Smith Patterson attended the 2016 Wisconsin 
Conference UCC annual meeting at Green Lake. They 
heard numerous presentations about a SHIFT mainline 
churches need to make in the 21st Century. The focus 
was to SHIFT emphasis from within a church building to 
the communities we serve. They heard presentations 
about becoming community ministries…and found out we 
have been using those principles since the mid-1950’s 
with the creation of Woods Hall Gallery and Studios, and 
in recent times, the Community Garden, the Food Shelf, 
creating a labyrinth, offering classes on other 
spiritualities, using the church as a community building, 
hosting theatre productions and concerts, and honoring 
the many ways and languages people talk about and 
relate to God in liturgies and rituals. 

So, on this Sunday, without her traditional white alb or 
standing in the pulpit, Pastor Marina presented a few 
thoughts and concepts from a book entitled: Weird 

Church: Welcome to the 21st 
Century by Beth Ann Estock and 
Paul Nixon. It was a book Gwen, Julie 
and Pastor heard presented at the 
2016 summer gathering. It is a book 
the church council is reading and 
discussing over the winter months. It 
is a premise that we are committing to 
explore in our strategic plan, by 
recognizing the shift and preparing to 
embrace it. 

The premise of shifting for these times? 

The most important shift in us, however, in order to fully 
let go of the past and embrace this wild and wonderful 
future, is to be filled with the power and peace that the 
Spirit offers. We simply cannot enter the land God is 
preparing if we are frozen up in fear. 

                                                   [Weird Church, p. 9] 

So, with a bit of a smile, and the assistance of our church 
musician playing background music, Pastor had the 
children pass out blank paper (recycled worship bulletins!) 

and colored pencils and crayons, and asked the 
congregation to draw our shifting and weird church.  

Here are few drawings with a LINK to more. 

If you want to send in your drawing, we would love that! 

If you want to join the discussion, get the book and read 
along (the assignment for December is chapters 1-4, one 
chapter a week), email pastor with thoughts or questions, 
or give her or one of your Council members a call. 

Let us pray: 

Ever-calling God. We give you thanks that you have 
gathered us into your church and graced us with your 
faithful presence. We ponder our history, ancient and 
still developing, and marvel at the many expressions of 
your church. 

Grant us the vision to be a 
part of a new reformation 
for the Church that will 
bring every more joy and 
justice to the world.  

Continue to gather us, the 
diverse lot of us, into Jesus’ 
vision and dream that your 
faithful people may be One 
in you. Amen. 

Have fun!  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jcLJSPCdRq0-j0XZNmnpRZFCsa6dO1zR


 

BEWARE OF BUTTON BATTERIES! 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

We all love our electronic devices.  I would guess that 
many adults and children will open new toys and gadgets 
for Christmas this year.  I want to let you know about a 
concern I have with the button batteries that power these 
devices and how they could affect the little ones in your 
life. 

Button batteries are found everywhere in our homes.  
They are in games & toys, TV remote controls, watches, 
calculators, hearing aids, flashlights, and key fobs.  As 
technology advances, so does the number of devices we 
use every day with button batteries, increasing the risk of 
exposing our little ones to danger.  More than 3,000 
button batteries are ingested each year in the United 
States.  In many items designated for adult use, the 
battery is easily accessible or can fall out when the 
product is dropped.   When this is combined with little 
kids, who are curious by nature, you may find that before 
you know it, they have put it in their mouth.    

The biggest danger in swallowing these button batteries 
isn’t from choking.  It’s the damage to a little one’s 
respiratory and digestive systems.  When a button battery 
is swallowed, the saliva triggers an electrical current, 
creating a intense chemical reaction that can cause 
severe damage in as little as two hours.  When a child 
swallows a button battery, he may have no symptoms or 
they may be similar to those of a common infection.  This 
may make it challenging for the health care professional 
evaluating your child.  Your child may vomit, refuse food, 
develop a fever or cough and/or become listless.  Once 
the process begins, the damage can continue even after 
the battery is removed.   

If you suspect that your child has ingested a button 
battery, do not give him anything to eat or drink.  It’s 
important to take him IMMEDIATELY to the Emergency 
Department.  It will also be helpful if you can bring in the 
packaging for the battery, so they will know exactly what 
kind of battery was swallowed.  Your child will need X-
rays to locate the battery and may need immediate 
surgery to remove it.  Even after a battery is removed, 
kids can experience terrible side effects to their vocal 
chords and windpipe. 

To make your home safe for children:  

• Be aware of the button batteries in your home 
and where they are located. 

• Make sure the battery compartments of all 
electronic devices are secured with screws or 
duct-taped shut. 

• Keep them out of sight and reach of children if 
the batteries cannot be secured. 

• Store loose batteries out of sight and reach of 
children. 

• Remember to keep purses and other bags out of 
reach if they hold key fobs or other devices that 
use button batteries. 

• Watch children carefully while they are using 
devices that contain these batteries. 

• Share this information with other people, so 
everyone can stay safe. 

Awareness is the key to prevention!  Do not assume that 
every battery-powered device that enters your home is 
safe for use by a child.  Be aware of the risk in your home 
and take the necessary precautions to keep your little 
ones safe.  A child’s curiosity can be a dangerous thing. 

For more information please see the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall, or go on-line to the American Academy 
of Pediatrics at Healthy Children or to Safe Kids 
Worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.safekids.org/
https://www.safekids.org/


 

St. John’s: An Integrated Community of 

Faiths Beyond Borders 

Pastor Marina and St. John’s Council have been 
discussing our role in the Madeline Island community. 

During the course of our 
conversations, it has 
become increasingly 
clear that we play an 
important part in the life 
of our community. And, 
that for many people, we 
represent very different, 
multi-faceted roles.  

Here is a smattering of comments expressed by Council 
members or paraphrased from our Strategic Plan: 

• St. John’s is both a church that offers traditional 
worship experiences and a spiritual center that 
connects people to paths of life-affirming power or 
energy. 

• St. John’s is an important factor in maintaining and 
inproving the mental and spiritual health of people 
on the Island.  

• St. John’s should be a force behind bring unity to the 
Island.  

• St. John’s, as a church and a spiritual center for the 
whole community, must be willing and able to serve 
everyone who lives on or comes to this Island.  

• St. John’s is a church that exists in a closely-knit 
community by people who value natural beauty, who 
honor rich histories and cultures of Native 
Americans, French fur traders, missionionairies, 
ancesteros and elders, and who are artists and 
crafts people. 

• St. John’s touches many people who never cross 
the threshold of our church. 

• St. John’s works in partnership with the community 
for justice and mercy. Our reconciling philosophy 
has had a significant impact in the community; we 
have helped Madeline Island through difficult times, 
and as a result, what was once a church has 
transformed into a healing place.  

• St. John’s believes it is part of our mission to reach 
out to all people in our entire Madline Island 
community, regardless of their intention to engage in 
Sunday worship. 

• St. John’s provides outreach and programs that 
enrich the lives of everyone in our extended 
community. 

• St. John’s is a gathering place for people who 
represent many different backgrounds, cultures, 
customs, traditions, interests, and faiths.  

On Reformation Sunday, Pastor Marina invited the 
congregation to draw pictures to define our church (article 
on Page 4). The drawings were wildly different because 

we represent so many different things to different people. 
And, because people value different aspects of our 
church and our impact on the Madeline Island community. 

St. John’s is, indeed, an interconnected and integrated 
community of faiths beyond borders.  

This reality is evident in 
the way our community 
members decorate for 
Christmas. For those of 
us who live on the Island 
or in other northern 
climates, Christmas 
evokes images of snow 
(and ice!), warm fires in 

the fireplace, comfort food, candles and twinkle lights that 
confound darkness. This photo, courtesy of Madeline 
Island Chamber of Commerce, depicts Christmas 
decorations in cold winter climates.  

But we all know that Jesus was not 
brought into the world surrounded 
by snow, evergreen trees, and a 
huge great lake! The land of 
Jerusalem is hot and arid. 

How do some of the people in our 
interconnected community 
decorate in preparing to welcome 
the Christ Child?  

Here are a few images submitted by our friends who live 
beyond the borders of our lakeshore. Bill Green shows us 

brightly colored 
ornaments poised on 
the tips of a thorny 
yucca plant flourishing 
in the hot desert.  

Gay Lindquist’s snowman is not 
worried about melting as it basks 
in balmy breezes beneath 
Florida’s palm trees.  

How do you describe St. John’s 
and its influence in the Madeline 
Island community? If you 
celebrate Christmas, what do 
your decorations say about 
where you live in relationship to 
the the physical borders of the Madeline Island 
community? In what ways are you interconnected and 
integrated with our community?  

Wishing everyone in and 
beyond borders a very 
Merry Christmas and 

happy holiday season. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jcLJSPCdRq0-j0XZNmnpRZFCsa6dO1zR?usp=sharing


 

Adult Education Explores Middle Ages 

Adult  Education programs 
continue on Thursdays 
throughout the winter. Join 
Pastor Marina at 11:00 am at 
the Parsonage for discussion 
and exploration about 
spiritualities of the Middle 
Ages, using a DVD series to 
prompt new understanding. 

 

 

 

Soup Suppers Nourish Body and Soul 

Come for nourishment of the body, mind, and soul! Join 
us on Wednesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 p m to share soup and 

bread, connection, and 
community. Soup Suppers 
are mid-week gatherings 
often guided by an article or 
book, events affecting our 
community, or conversation 
about things that matter in 
our hearts. Families are 

welcome; we have a children’s area for quiet play and a 
format that is flexible.  

 

 

Christmas Choir Rehearsals 

Christmas Choir rehearsals 
continue each Thursday at 4:30 
pm and Sunday at 11:15 am 
through December 14. Come 
join our Community Christmas 
Program: A Season of 
Miracles on December 16 at 
6:30 pm. 

 

 

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

Everyone is invited to 
Tuesday’s Fellowship and 
Fitness Walking Club. Meet at 
10:00 am in St. John’s parking 
lot. From there, the group will 
take off for a brisk walk to enjoy 
some physical activity, enjoy the beauty of Madeline 
Island winter, and share topics of communal interest. 

Full Moon Circle for Women 

This month’s Full Moon Circle is on 
Saturday, December 2 at 7:00 pm.  We 
will light candles for all the prayers of 
women who gather in person and in 
spirit. The glow of candlelight brings 
healing in the darkness of winter. Want 
to join the Full Moon Circle and share 
the energy of women uniting in prayer? 
Contact Pastor Marina to be included on 
her email list.  
 
 

 

 

Woods Hall Gallery and Studios 

Woods Hall Gallery and Studios will be open in December 
on Saturdays from 11-4, with the exception of December 
2nd, when we are part of the Holiday Spirit tour and event 
and will be open 10-5. Please stop by and see our 
wonderful displays of beautiful island made artwork. We 
have a wonderful assortment of locally made art and fine 

craft, representing over 75 island artists. New weavings, 
paintings, cards, jewelry and pottery are on display and 
ready for your holiday shopping! We are also planning to 
remain open for limited hours on weekends throughout 
the winter months. Stop by and say hello! 

More information available at the website Woods Hall 
Gallery and Studios or the Facebook page Woods Hall 
Gallery and Studios. 

 

 

 

Contact St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 

Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email            stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 

Lighthouse Editor                          LB@sprintmail.com 

 

http://www.woodshallcraftshop.com/
http://www.woodshallcraftshop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallCraftShop/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallCraftShop/
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 14 

Madeline Island 

La Pointe, Wisconsin 54850 

(715) 747-3903 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all. 
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