
 

WELCOME RACHEL!!! 

As you probably already know, St. John’s welcomed Rev. 
Rachel Bauman into ministry as our new pastor on 
November 4! I was fortunate to have the chance to 
interview Rachel to learn more about her life, her values, 
her perspectives, and some obscure facts. It was a fun 
conversation! I appreciate how open Rachel was with me 
and how willing she was to share very personal aspects 
about herself. I know you’ll enjoy getting acquainted with 
Rachel by reading this interview. And, I promise, that 
you’ll have even more fun when you meet her in person!  

Lee: Tell me a bit about your faith journey. 

Rachel: My first church formation was within the 
Episcopal church; both my parents were super involved 
there, and I loved being an acolyte 
and singing in the choir. My dad 
stayed part of the Episcopal church 
his whole life, but my mom had a 
falling out with the church when I 
was in junior high. She ended up 
leaving the church, eventually find a 
home within women-centered pagan 
communities. Right about that time 
(junior high) I started attending a 
Presbyterian church and was part of 
Presbyterian congregations through 
high school and young adulthood. I 
went through my own falling out with 
the church for a few years until I found my way to the 
United Church of Christ which has been my spiritual 
home for almost twenty years. 

 

Lee: I’ve heard you talk about your love for stories. Is 
there a particular story in the Bible that you find 
especially engaging?  

Rachel: Oh, there are so many! One story I find 
particularly compelling is in Luke. It’s about the 
hemorrhaging woman, a woman who had been bleeding 

for over 12 years. Of 
course, in those times, she 
was considered unclean. 
She hears that Jesus is 
coming and thinks that if 
only she could just touch 
him, she might be cured. 
She goes to find Jesus, 

reaches out to touch him and falls at his feet. Jesus stops 
and looks around asking, “Who has touched me?” After 
touching Jesus, the woman is healed. And Jesus assures 
her that it was her faith that made her well.  

There are so many conditions that drain us of our life 
forces. Addiction, despair, insecurity, loneliness, racism, 

fear. This story exemplifies how the power of God or the 
power of a Christian community can heal us. But it’s not as 
simple as this woman touching Jesus. What’s important is 
the risk she took, despite being labeled “unclean,” to seek 
out Jesus. It was her choice to seek him. I love this story 
because it underscores the courage that someone has 
when they first admit they need help and then when they 
reach out to a safe community to seek that help. 

I’m also so very moved by the burning bush story. Moses 
was just going about his normal routine when God abruptly 
interrupts him. This story is so compelling because it’s 
about how God is startling us where we are as we go 
about our everyday lives. 

 

Lee: If you could choose one character from the Bible to 
hop on the ferry or drive across the ice road to visit you, 
who would that character be? And how would you want to 
spend time with your guest?  

Rachel: I would love to spend time 
with Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ 
sisters. I’m so curious to learn what 
it must have been like to be intimate 
friends with Jesus. These women 
were not considered to be the 
Apostles, but they were in Jesus’ 
inner circle of community. What 
were their experiences? What 
would they tell us about being a 
woman in those days? 

 

Lee: You’ve said that our church profile spoke to you. 
What, in particular, grabbed your attention or piqued your 
curiosity about St. John’s?  

Rachel: Oh, there was so much that intrigued me about 
St. John’s. I felt called by the makers and creators on the 
Island, the literal creativity of artisans at Woods Hall, but 
more about how people have come to this place to create 
their lives in community. I was interested in the diversity 
of ancestors - Ojibwe, fur traders, and missionaries. I was 
struck by the economic diversity. Your church profile 
described St. John’s as more than a church, but as a 
spiritual center. The more I talk to people on the Island, 
the more I understand that yes, St. John’s is a Christian 
community serving a wide range of faith traditions who 
enter its doorway. But, it’s also a gateway through which 
people go out and reach out to people in the community. 
And, I felt called to the beauty of this landscape and the 
connection to the the seasons. Not just the seasons of 
weather, but the seasonal patterns of community. I 
imagine it’s a deeply spiritual experience to move through 
those seasonal rhythms.  
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Lee: You and Joe visited Madeline Island in early 
October when you interviewed with the Search 
Committee. What were Joe’s impressions of the Island?  

Rachel: Joe fell in love with the 
beauty of the Island. He took a 
very long walk and saw eagles 
and blue birds. Joe enjoyed 
some wonderful conversations 
with many interesting people. 
And, believes that being 
connected to Madeline Island will 
compliment that work he does on 
nuclear disarmament and environmental issues. 

  

Lee: I’ve discovered many wonderful photographs of you 
eating ice cream. What are your favorite flavors?   

Rachel: Oh, so many flavors. I love 
pistachio, cardamom, molasses, 
cinnamon. My grandpa lived nearby 
in Yakima. When I got to spend time 
with him, he’d take me on what felt 
like a conspiratorial adventure. He’d 
take me to get ice cream cones. My 
grandpa would get vanilla, I’d get 
maple nut. Ice cream is such a 
simple, joyful pleasure! 

 

Lee: You told me your fantasy job is to own a children’s 
bookstore. What books would you want to display in your 
shop window? 

Rachel: Well, I’m a huge Harry Potter fan. The stories 
are great in all those books. And, I’m a fan because of 
the generation of readers who were inspired by J. K. 
Rowling. She turned so many people into readers. I also 
love beautiful picture books, especially for younger 
children. The can literally see their lives represented. 
They also get to see diverse families, people 
experiencing loss, individuals feeling left out. I admire 
books for older children that help them begin to learn 
about other people’s experiences. Books can help 
children develop empathy and compassion and engage 
their imaginations. 

 

Lee: What book are you reading now? 

Rachel: I’m re-reading The Red Tent. 
I’m also reading Solar Storms by 
Linda Hogan, a wonderful book about 
a young Native American girl that 
takes place in the Boundary Waters.   

 

Lee: Knowing what you know about 
St. John’s and the Madeline Island community, is there a 
particular project, activity, or mission you might want to 
explore or initiate?  

Rachel: I would love to do a weekly morning prayer 
activity or other contemplative practice. 
That would tie into my own spiritual 
routine of Centering Prayer or 
Contemplative Prayer, beginning each 
day with prayer.  

I’m also interested in building on 
people’s connections to the Island, both 
when they are either on or away from 
the Island. How might we share our stories and stay 
bonded? I definitely want to work with young families. I 
feel a strong call to support parents, regardless of 
whether they come to church. And another thing I’m 
interested in doing is some sort of spiritual retreat. I’d like 
to find a way to draw people to the Island, bring them 
together in the winter, and explore opportunities for 
spiritual growth. All of these ideas are about enriching the 
strength of community. 

 

Lee: Moving to a new location and starting a new job is a 
huge transition. What do you want from us? How can we 
help you get settled? 

Rachel: I already feel so much attention and love from 
the people I’ve met. And I’m so appreciative of your 
efforts to fix up the parsonage. After all, the parsonage is 
an asset for the church. It’s important that the parsonage 

is well taken care of. 
Renovating the parsonage 
isn’t about making it fancy. 
I’m not about fancy. It is, 
however, about preserving 
the beauty of the building 
and honoring its history. 

I will look to people for 
support in getting to know where we are living and 
discovering all that is around us. I hope people will share 
who they are. I don’t want people to be shy about asking 
me to have coffee or expressing what they need from me.  

 

Lee: You’ve heard lots of descriptions about life on the 
Island during winter and summer. What are you most 
curious to experience this winter? What are you most 
interested to discover about the summer season? 

Rachel: Joe and I are excited to rediscover snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. We are also really looking 
forward to kayaking and seeing the different species of 
birds on their migration paths. I hope I get to hang out at 
Woods Hall and learn to weave. 

 

Lee: You’ve expressed a lot of interest in the children and 
young families on the Island. What intrigues you about 
young people? How do you envision being connected to 
our children and teens?  
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Rachel: One of the reasons I love church is that it’s a 
place of intergenerational community. I want to pay 
intentional attention to folks who are under 40. They lead 
busy lives and often don’t have time to come to church. I 
also have a great deal of respect for parents. Raising kids 
is such important and holy work. Without children of my 

own, I have a lot of energy around 
young people. It’s fun to be in their 
company. I want to support the 
work that parents do to teach 
children to be loving, generous, 
and compassionate beings. Even 
my first career was about young 
adults. That’s still a part of me. 
Young people have so much 
wisdom and fascinating perspective 
on life.  

 

Lee: We have a lot of potluck meals. 
What dish would you most want to 
bring to a community potluck?  

Rachel: Oh, I love chili. I have about 
5 different chili recipes, depending on 
the season.  

 

Lee: Your church in Berkeley was UCC as is St. John’s. 
Other than the denomination, are there other similarities 
between these two churches? What are some differences?  

Rachel: St. John’s is a church that welcomes everyone 
wherever they may be on their spiritual journey. That was 
also true at my church in Berkeley. Both church 
communities have a huge mix of faith traditions. I love 
that. And, it’s not just about Sunday morning worship. 
Both churches are committed to how we live our lives 
every day and what we do with the rest of our lives. St. 
John’s and First Church are also similar because they 

have communities who hunger for 
deeper meaning and purpose.  

One thing that is unique about St. 
John’s is that the created world is a 
person in the room. The water, the 
birds, the flowers, the island….. they 
are real characters interacting in the 
lives of people on Madeline Island.  

 

Lee: My last question. Is there another thought that you’d 
like to share with people? 

Rachel: I’m very aware that I don’t know what I don’t 
know! And I’m both excited and humbled by that 
realization. Both Joe and I have been reading and 
learning about the Island and its history and we’ve 
learned so much from you all already, so we are not 
coming completely unaware – but I’m sure there are so 
many things we don’t even know we should be asking 
about! That being said, I am excited about all that is yet 
to be revealed! 

Rev. Rachel Bauman surrounded with several members of St. 

John’s Council and Search Committee. Back row (left to right): 

Lee Baker, Council president; Mark Pass, Search Committee 

chair; Gwen Smith Patterson, Council 

Front row (left to right): Julie Stryker, Council and Search 
Committee; Regina Laroche, Transition Team, Rev. Rachel 
Bauman, Sequoiah Dahlin, Search Committee. 
Missing from picture: Council members Bill Green, Denise 
Hardie, Ron Harrold, Rob Karwath, Debbie Knopf; Search 
Committee members Glenn Carlson, Michael Collins, Howard 
Dallin, Gloria Fennell, Nick Montano; Transition Team member 
Susan Sabre. 
 
We meant to get a photo with all the Council and Search 
Committee members but forgot to pose for the picture amidst 
the excitement of a unanimous vote to welcome Rachel. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel and Joe will be arriving on the Island January 7 

via ferry boat, windsled, or ice road! She will begin work 

on January 14 and her first sermon is January 20!  



 

Community Christmas Program 

Themed an “English Christmas,” our children will perform 
a condensed version of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol at 
this year’s Christmas Program. Sheri Milburn found a 
sweet production from a school in England which Red 

Eldred is scripting and 
Julie Stryker is casting. 
The men’s choir will sing 
“God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen” and the 
audience will be invited to 
join singing several 
traditional carols. Dan 
Pass will perform a piece 
from “Frozen” and there 
will be other surprise 
highlights. Join the 
community for a good ol’ 
fashioned celebration of 
Christmas! 

 

Community Christmas Program 

Saturday, December 15, 6:30 pm 
 

 

 

Food Shelf Elves Busy at Work 

Hooray and Hoorah 
for Gwen Smith 
Patterson (right) and 
Sue Brenna (left) for 
restocking our Food 
Shelf pantry! It looks 
fantastic!  

Many thanks to you 
for your help with this 
important ministry! 
Mother Hubbard 
would be proud! 

 

 

St. John’s Hosts Community Thanksgiving 

Over 30 people attended the annual Thanksgiving feast 
in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s. It was a rousing 
success. Marty Curry provided the turkey, ham and 32 
pounds (no kidding) of mashed potatoes. Other 
attendees added tasty treats to the feast table. Great 
food, camaraderie and full bellies were had by all! 

 

Photos of feast table, pictured from both ends of the table 

 

 Connect with St. John’s 

Pastoral Care/Crisis Phone          715-747-6611 
Church Office phone           715-747-3945 
Church Office email           stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse editor            LB@sprintmail.com 
Council president            LB@sprintmail.com 
Social Media Coordinator           lolojcarlson@gmail.com 
Streaming          
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 
Facebook                         Facebook Link 
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Soup Supper Reflections Inspire 

Soup Supper discussions have been focused on Krista 
Tippet’s book Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the 
Mystery and Art of Living. Following a nourishing meal of 
soup and bread and casual conversation, Regina 
Laroche sets the scene for the evening’s book study, flips 
on the audio book, and together, the group listens to one 
or two book chapters. Afterwards, Regina invites people 
to ask questions or share new insights.  

At a recent Soup Supper, Howard Dallin shared this 
quote: 

There are those who don't know and don't know that 
they don't know. Avoid them. 

There are those who don't know and know they don't 
know. Teach them. 

There are those who know but don't know that they 
know. Coach them. (sports analogy) 

There are those who know and know that they know. 
Follow them. 

Howard commented, “I am uncomfortable with the elitism 
implied in the current wording. “Avoid them” (in the first 
paragraph) seems unduly dismissive. Is there no hope at 
this level? I don't have an alternative response.” He 
added, “Follow them" (in the last paragraph) seems 
sheepish and undiscerning. Perhaps “Heed them” is 
more appropriate.” 

Asked to expand on the relevance of the varying degrees 
of competency, Howard explained, “We are all learning 
something new everyday. We are all working to master a 
new skill. It is imperative that we are aware of our levels 
of competence. 

Wikipedia offers this history or genesis of the model: 

Martin M. Broadwell first articulated the model in his “four 
stages of teaching” in February 1969. Later described as 
“Four Stages for Learning Any New Skill,” the theory was 

developed at Gordon 
Training International by 
its employee Noel Burch 
in the 1970s. It has since 
been frequently 
attributed to Abraham 
Maslow, although the 
model does not appear 
in his major works.  

Howard explained, “I was introduced to the model when I 
worked for The Wilson Learning Corporation in 
Minneapolis. Wilson repurposed the model for use as 
a statement of personal rather than corporate 
competence. What is the application? Obviously if every 
employee functioned at the top level of competence, then 
the corporation would excel. When applied to the human 
condition, if we all functioned to the best of our abilities, 
then human kind would excel. We’d be a very healthy  
and competent society.”   

Thank you, Howard, for inspiring us and teaching us!  

Thankful for Church Leadership  

If ever you had any doubt about the talents and 
commitment of people in our church community…. check 
out how many people are serving in leadership roles! We 
may be a small church, but we do BIG things!  

If you have questions about who’s doing what, here’s 
who to call during our pastoral transition.  

Adult Education Howard Dallin 

Altar Guild Joan Watts 

Blood Pressure Checks Gloria Fennell 

Children’s Ministry Debbie Knopf 

Christmas Program Sheri Milburn, Julie Stryker 

Community Circle Regina Laroche, Penny Gill 

Community Garden Glenn Carlson 

Council 

Lee Baker, Bill Green, Denise 
Hardie, Ron Harold, Rob 
Karwath, Debbie Knopf, Gwen 
Smith Patterson, Julie Stryker 

Crisis Regina Laroche 

Facilities Julie Stryker 

Food Shelf Gwen Smith Patterson 

Full Moon Circle for Women Julie Stryker 

General Information Susan Sabre 

Health Ministries Becky Hogan/Gloria Fennell 

Memorial Committee Joan Watts 

Mom’s Group Michaela Montagne 

Music Sheri Milburn/Nile Norton 

Office/Church Business Susan Sabre 

Pastoral Care/Counseling Regina Laroche 

Prayer List Susan Sabre/Regina Laroche 

Preaching Howard Dallin 

Search Committee Mark Pass 

Social Media Coordinator Lois Carlson 

Soup Supper Regina Laroche 

Streaming Glenn Carlson 

Thursday Theology Howard Dallin 

Weekly Bulletins & Liturgies Susan Sabre 

Woods Hall 
Hilary Nelson, Michael Collins, 
Mark Hier 

Worship Howard Dallin 

And many more!!! I know I’m forgetting some important 
folks!  

Regina Laroche has been commissioned to Pastoral 
Care service. Licensed as a Lay Minister to offer 
sacraments of Communion and Baptism during our 
pastoral transition, she is also providing counsel and 
guidance, crisis support, hospital and home visits. In 
addition to receiving certification as a Spiritual Director, 
Regina completed the Two-Year Academy for Spiritual 
Formation, and has had extensive worship, retreat 
leadership, and spiritual companioning experiences. If 
you have pastoral care needs, contact Regina at (715) 
747-6611. 

 

St. John’s wishes 
you a very blessed 

Christmas  



 

Woods Hall: Your One-Stop Holiday Shop 

Woods Hall is a wonderful place for special gifts for the 
holiday. Stop by to find beautifully crafted pottery, rugs, 

jewelry, paintings, clothing 
and books for people on 
your holiday gift list!  

And when you shop at 
Woods Hall, you’re 
supporting an important 
St. John’s ministry! 

Hours: Friday & Saturday, 
11 – 5, Sunday, 11 – 1. If you’re unable to come during 
regular hours, email woodshallgallery@gmail.com  

 

Stories of Our Hearts 

A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, gathers 
on Tuesdays, 4:30 – 5:30 pm, upstairs in the library. Join 
facilitator Penny Gill on December 4, 11, and 18. What is 
the conversation your heart longs for? Come join us! All 
are welcome, “wherever you are on your life journey.” 

 

Thursday Theology: Adult Education Study 

Howard Dallin, chair of St. John’s Worship Committee, 
facilitates Thursday Theology. Focusing on the 
Foundations of Western Civilization, this adult education 
study meets on Thursdays at 11:00 
am in the upper level of the Madeline 
Island Library. Howard leads a 
conversation and exploration about 
the development, growth, and 
expansion of western civilization.  

Howard would appreciate hearing 
from those who are interested. Email 
Howard Dallin at hvdallin@gmail.com and simply say, 
"Howard, I'm in." 

Bell Ringers Wanted: Ring a Bell? 

Remember Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In skit 
“ring my chimes?” Now YOU can ring the 
chimes at St. John’s. Your Worship 
Committee invites you to ring the bell to 
commence worship. Contact Howard Dallin 
at hvdallin@gmail.com 

 

Soup’s On!  

Everyone is invited to Wednesday Soup Supper! We 
gather in the Fellowship Hall from 6 – 8 pm to sample 
yummy soups and chilis and a slice (or two or three!) of 
bread and enjoy inspiring 
conversation. Soup Supper 
conversation focuses on Krista 
Tippet’s book, Becoming Wise: 
An Inquiry into the Mystery and 
Art of Living.  

Help People Stay Connected 

Our worship services are online so 
people around the country can see 
what’s going on at St. John’s. Will you 
volunteer to “point and shoot” the 
iPhone so our community can stay 
connected? Contact Glenn Carlson to 
sign up glenncarlson453@gmail.com.  

 

Full Moon Circle for Women  

This month, we are hosting our Full Moon Circle for 
Women on Saturday, December 22 at 7:00 pm. 

December’s full moon is the Cold 
Moon – no explanation necessary! 
It is also called Long Nights Moon, 
and the Moon before Yule. 

The Full Moon Circle for Women is 
a time when we light candles for all 
the prayers of women who gather in 
person and in spirit. The glow of 
candlelight brings healing and 

peace. Julie Stryker is leading the monthly Full Moon 
Circle for Women. Contact Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com 
for more information. 

 

Childcare Coop is a Busy Time! 

Toddlers and moms gather on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 
10 am – 12:30 pm for fun 
child enrichment activities 
such as playtime, music, 
dancing, and reading books. 
All are welcome! Contact 
Micaela Montagne at micaelamontagne@gmail.com to 
learn about participating in the Childcare Coop. 

Marina’s New Address  

Marina and Jim welcome 
your greetings and 

holiday cards! 

Marina Lachecki 

1018 MacArthur Avenue 

Ashland, WI 54806 
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December Events 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 1 
AA Meeting, 5:30 pm 

2 
 

Worship & Communion, 
Regina Laroche 
preaching, 10 am  

 

3 
 

Young Moms’ Group,    
10 am – 12:30 pm  

 

4 
 

Stories of Our Hearts, 
circle of conversation, 
Madeline Island Library  
(upper level),               
4:30 – 5:30 pm 
 

5 

 

Young Moms’ Group,     
10 am – 12:30 pm  

Soup Supper Discussion, 
Fellowship Hall, 6 – 8 pm 

6 
 

Theological Thursday, 
Madeline Island Library 
(upper level),11 am 

Christmas Program Choir 
Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

7 8 
 

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm 

9 
 

Worship, Penny Gill 
preaching, 10 am 

10 
 

Young Moms’ Group,    
10 am – 12:30 pm  

 

11 
 

Stories of Our Hearts, 
circle of conversation, 
Madeline Island Library  
(upper level),               
4:30 – 5:30 pm 
 

12 

Woods Hall Board 
Meeting, 8:30 am 

Young Moms’ Group,     
10 am – 12:30 pm  

Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

Soup Supper Discussion, 
Fellowship Hall, 6 – 8 pm 

13 
 

Theological Thursday, 
Madeline Island Library 
(upper level),11 am 

Christmas Program Choir 
Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm 
 
Community 
Christmas 
Program, 
6:30 pm with 
cookies to 
follow!  

16 
 

Worship, Howard Dallin 
preaching, 10 am 

 

17 
 

Young Moms’ Group,    
10 am – 12:30 pm  

 

18 
 

Stories of Our Hearts, 
circle of conversation, 
Madeline Island Library  
(upper level),               
4:30 – 5:30 pm 

19 

 

Young Moms’ Group,    
10 am – 12:30 pm  

Soup Supper Discussion, 
Fellowship Hall, 6 – 8 pm 

20 
 

Theological Thursday, 
Madeline Island Library 
(upper level),11 am 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm  

Full Moon Circle for 
Women, 7:00 pm 

 

23 
 

Worship, Barbara With 
preaching, 10 am 

 

24 
 

Young Moms’ Group,    
10 am – 12:30 pm  

Christmas 
Eve Service, 
7:00 pm 

25 
 

Christmas Day 
 

26 

Young Moms’ Group,    
10 am – 12:30 pm  

Soup Supper Discussion, 
Fellowship Hall, 6 – 8 pm 

27 
Theological Thursday, 
Madeline Island Library 
(upper level) 11 am 

 

28 29 
 

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm 
 
 

30 
 

Worship, person  
preaching sermon to be 
announced, 10 am 

 

31 JANUARY 1 
 

Happy   
2019 

2 3 4 5 



 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 14 

Madeline Island 

La Pointe, Wisconsin 54850 

(715) 747-3903 
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all. 
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