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Welcome One and All  

Susan Sabre sent a segment from National Public 
Radio about a welcome sign that recently appeared 
on the front door of 
Coventry Cathedral 
in England. It is a 
wonderful greeting 
and one which 
reflects St. John’s 
message about 
welcoming all. Enjoy!  

We extend a special welcome to those who are 
single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, 
confused, well-heeled or down-at-heel. We 
especially welcome wailing babies and excited 
toddlers. We welcome you whether you can sing like 
Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself. You're 
welcome here if you're just browsing, just woken up 
or just got out of prison. We don't care if you're more 
Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury or 
haven't been to church since Christmas 10 years 
ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are 
over 60 but not grown up yet and to teenagers who 
are growing up too fast. 

We welcome keep-fit moms, football dads, starving 
artists, tree huggers, latte sippers, vegetarians, junk 
food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery 
or still addicted. We welcome you if you're having 
problems, are down in the dumps or don't like 
organized religion. We're not that keen on it either. 
We offer welcome to those who think the Earth is flat, 
work too hard, don't work, can't spell, or are here 
because Granny is visiting and wanted to come to 
the cathedral. We welcome those who are inked, 
pierced, both or neither. 

We offer a special welcome to those who could use a 
prayer right now, had religion shoved down their 
throats as kids or got lost on the Ring Road and 
wound up here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims, 
tourists, seekers, doubters and you. 

Click NPR to read or listen to the segment. 

February’s Events and Happenings 

1 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

2 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

4 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

5 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am 

5 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

7 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

8 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

8 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

9 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

10 
Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm, Fellowship 
Hall 

11 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

12 Worship, 10:00 am 

14 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

15 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

15 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

16 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

18 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

19 Worship, 10:00 am 

21 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

22 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

23 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

25 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

26 Worship, 10:00 am 

28 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 

Don’t miss these upcoming 2017 events: 

April 9 – 16 Holy Week: 
April 9 – Palm Sunday 
April 13 – Passover Seder 
April 14 – Good Friday 
April 15 – Easter Vigil 
April 16 – Sunrise at Russell Bay, pot luck 
breakfast, traditional worship service with 
Communion 

May 27 – Woods Hall Re-Opening Celebration 

May 29 – Memorial Day Community Service 

June 18 –  St. John’s Tent Service, downtown 
La Pointe, part of “Eat, Skate, Play and… Pray!” 

July 4 – Independence Day Parade and Celebration 

July 16 – Lake Superior Sunday 

July 30 –  St. John’s Annual Meeting 

August 3 – St. John’s Annual Bazaar 

“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and 

a spiritual center that welcomes all. 

http://www.npr.org/2017/01/15/509937021/english-cathedral-welcomes-visitors-with-unexpected-message


The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

It started with a prayer offered at our January church 
council meeting by Lee Baker, our secretary. It was 
a prayer offered by Mother Teresa: 

The fruit of Silence is prayer. 
The fruit of Prayer is faith. 
The fruit of Faith is love. 
The fruit of Love is service. 
The fruit of Service is peace. 

She continued with the prayer for silence when she 
emailed her prayer for the monthly Full Moon Circle 
(a gathering for women to pray together for 
ourselves, families, our nation, the earth, the world). 

"I want to pray for Silence.... 
Silence for today and for my path this year... 
silence to hear the hearts of those who I love, 
silence to listen instead of speaking, 
silence to see the beauty of winter's landscape, 
silence to be a witness for all that is happening 
around me, 
silence to observe, 
silence to think, 
silence to feel, 
silence to be kind, 
silence to create and collaborate. Amen." 

Silence. 

It is the gift of the north country winter... 
...the silence of the Island, even mid-day on Main 
Street. 
A few scattered conversations. 
A few meetings. 
But a deeper silence set before the buzz of the 
summer season...whether on the Island or in the 
north country with its burst of blossom to fruit in four 
short months. 

Silence is a 
deep part of 
winter. A 
stillness that 
beacons 
deeper 
thought, like 
the prophet 
Elijah, 
exhausted from 
calling Israel 
back to God. 
He found 
shelter in a 

cave in the mountains and waited for God....who 
came not in thunder or storm, wind or quake, but in 
a still small voice. 

Silence is a necessary part of one's spiritual journey. 
Jesus often went away for a while...to rest, to listen 
to God, to pray, to re-create. 

Silence is the call of the season which leads to 
discernment as one year turns to another, 
as we seek 
wisdom for the 
questions and 
concerns in our 
lives, as we let 
go of those 
things which no 
longer give us 
life, like a birch 
tree after an ice 
storm .... letting 
go of dead 
branches. 
 
Silence. 
Cease striving. 
Be still. 
Know that God is. 
 

God bless, Pastor Marina 

 
p.s. I thank Michael Childers for answering my 
request to have his photography accompany this 
reflection on winter. 
 
"In the depth of winter, I found within me, there lay 
an invincible summer." 
                                                           ~ Albert Camus 
 
"There is a moment of suspense when the quiet can 
be felt, when it presses down on everything and to 
speak seems a sacrilege. Suddenly the air is white 
with drifting flakes and the tension is gone.... 
The snow means a return to a world of order, peace, 
and simplicity. Those first drifting flakes are a 
benediction 
and the day 
on which 
they come 
is different 
from any 
other in the 
year." 

~ Sigurd F. 
Olson 

 

 

 



Silence……….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Michael Childers 



Remembering… 

John Peck Cole died on January 15. John learned 
how to cope with adversity early. He lost his parents 

at age six, and the 
following year, lost his 
brother to illness. 
Originally from 
Oregon, John 
eventually moved to 
Minneapolis for a 
position with Cargill. 
Married to Sally 
Seabury Lang, John 
and Sally enjoyed 
summers at Madeline 

Island and travels around the globe. Click John Cole 
to read more about John’s interesting life. 

Mortimer Walker Cushman passed away on 
January 26. A longtime resident of Madeline Island, 
Mortimer moved to the Island after resigning his 
profession as Professor of American Studies at 
Bucknell University in 1971. A graduate of the 
Hotchkiss School and 
Yale University, he 
earned a Ph.D. from 
the University of 
Maryland, and 
throughout his life 
maintained a strong 
attachment to the 
letters, arts, and the life 
of the mind.  

A memorial evening 
prayer service will be 
held at St. John’s on 
Tuesday, January 31 at 6:00 PM. A summer 2017 
funeral mass is planed with Episcopal rites. Click 
Mortimer Cushman to read his complete obituary.  

Marina’s Walking Club 

Grab your hats and 
mittens and join 
Pastor Marina on 
Tuesdays at 9:00 AM 
in St. John’s parking 
lot for 3-4 miles of 
aerobic walking and 
fellowship! This 
month, Marina’s 
Walking Club meets 
on Tuesdays, 
February 7, 14, 21, 
and 28. 

Photo by Barbara With 

Soup Suppers 

Everyone is welcome for food 
and fellowship on February 1, 
8, 15, and 22, 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. The Book of 
Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 
Changing World by the Dalai 
Lama and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu will be the 
foundation of Soup Supper 
discussions. February’s 
discussions will focus on the 
chapters on obstacles to joy: 
suffering, adversity, illness 
and death. In March and April, soup Supper 
discussions will examine the eight pillars of joy: 
perspective, humility, humor, acceptance, 
forgiveness, gratitude, compassion, and generosity. 

In their book, the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Tutu 
“share their hard-won wisdom of finding enduring 
happiness and joy in the face of life’s challenges.” 

Thoughtful Theological Thursday 

During February, we will be exploring the Gospel of 
Matthew and then read and discuss the book How to 
Read the Bible & Still Be a Christian: Struggling with 
Divine Violence from Genesis Through Revelation 
by John Dominic Crossan.  

“You can read across that entire Bible… and draw 
up two contrasting lists. In one list, God is a God of 
violence who expects and 
commands humans to act 
violently. In the other, God is a 
God of non-violence who expects 
and commands humans to act 
non-violently,” explains Crossan.  

Crossan “grapples with 
Scripture’s two conflicting visions 
of Jesus and God, one of a loving 
God, and one of a vengeful God, 
and explains how Christians can better understand 
these passages in a way that enriches their faith,” 
according to the summary on Amazon.  

Thoughtful Thursday Theology is open to any and 
all. Join us at the Parsonage at 11:00 am as we 
explore the issues relating to Christianity.  

Contact St. John’s UCC 

Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 

Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email           stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 

Lighthouse Editor                         LB@sprintmail.com 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/twincities/obituary.aspx?n=john-peck-cole&pid=183610125&fhid=4454
https://prod1.meaningfulfunerals.net/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=4090889&fh_id=12246
http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


Spotlight On…….   

This month, we’re throwing the 
Lighthouse spotlight on Pastor 
Marina. We know her in diverse 
roles of pastor, singer, gardener, 
community organizer, dog lover, walker, nature 
lover, teacher ….. and in this article, we introduce 
you to Pastor Marina, mediator.  

First, some background……  

In 2015, St. John’s adopted a 
Strategic Plan which included “to 
be a resource in reconciling 
differences within our community.” 

This goal reflects the healing 
ministry of Jesus as he traveled 
throughout the Galilee, preaching, 
healing, and teaching. He reached 
out to all, rich and poor, Jew and 
Gentile, neighbors and enemies. 
The Biblical principle which guides 
this goal is: 

Peace be with you. 

In the plan, we proposed the following: 

To help people understand how to love their 
neighbors as themselves. 

To guide us in ways to love our enemies. 

To provide conflict management training for 
congregation members. 

To host a conflict management workshop for the 
community. 

To adopt Speak Your Peace principles in our 
church meetings. 

To use the Lighthouse and sermons for a series 
on forgiveness and reconciliation. 

In the summer of 2016, worshipping member Rob 
Karwath, with the support of the Duluth-Superior 
Area Community Foundation, held a workshop on 
living with conflict at St. John’s. In the fall of 2016, 
Pastor Marina chose to deepen her skills by 
attending the Mediation Skills Training Institute, 
sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite Peace 
Center. This week-long workshop was attending by 
people of many denominations, including fellow 
UCC members, Methodist, Lutheran and Catholic 
participants. It was held at Orchard Park UCC in 
Madison, WI. 

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center began in 
1983 and focused on international issues. As the 
Cold War diminished, the model and vision was 
shared with others and their ministry with churches 

developed. Their primary focus is reconciliation and 
understanding. Participants are trained in the gentle 
art of mediation. 

“We are not the healers; we are there to set up the 
environment. God is the healer.” 

When Pastor Marina returned from the workshop, 
she focused one sermon on her experience. 

And now, an interview with Pastor Marina about 
mediation. 

Lee: Describe the experience at the mediation skills 
workshop. 

Marina: The days were long ... intense ... and 
amazing. We learned about conflict itself, managing 
our own emotions, interpersonal peace-making 
skills, and congregational conflict transformation. 
We examined various Scripture passages (Matthew 
18, Acts 6, Acts 15), and in prayer and worship, 
were guided through the process. We were called to 
participate ‘in reconciliation in the spirit of self-
examination and mutual confession.’ 

Lee: What is mediation and what is its purpose? 

Marina: Mediation helps individuals see resolution 
pathways in the face of conflict by being sheparded 
by an outside, neutral party. That party is the 
mediator, a person who isn’t vested in the conflict 
itself nor vested in one side or the other of parties 
who are in conflict.  

Lee: What role does mediation play in relationships? 

Marina: Mediation has useful applications in the 
workplace, congregations, and family systems. It 
offers a process and 
language for people to 
listen clearly to another 
person’s point of view. 
We all get stuck in our 
own solutions to 
problems and emotions 
cloud our clarity. 
Through mediation, we 
can open our ears, our 
hearts, and our minds 
to another person’s 
viewpoints. It promotes 
active listening. 

When two people are in conflict, a mediator guides 
them through a process allowing one person to 
make a statement. The other person must then 
rephrase or reiterate the person’s statement. The 
first person then can state what parts of the 
statement the other person has understood correctly 
and where there is still is misunderstanding. 
Mediation is a process that provides clarity without 

http://www.lmpeacecenter.org/


intense emotional charge. Mediation helps keep 
energy and language down in a calm and respectful 
manner.  

Lee: There is a lot of tension in America right now. 
Can mediation help reduce some of that tension? 

Marina: Mediation itself can’t resolve that tension. 
Mediation can however give us the tools to retrain 
ourselves to listen with respect. We’ve lost that. We 

must reframe our mind 
set about the ways we 
interact with each other. 
Speak Your Peace, the 
workshop we hosted at 
St. John’s last summer, 
provides very specific 
skills that foster 
resolution for people at 
an impass.  

Mediation allows people 
to work through their 

differences. Rather than storming away in anger and 
calling another person a “jerk,” mediation keeps 
people talking and eventually getting to the place 
where they can claim, “Oh, now I see how our 
perspectives differ.”  

There is a fantastic piece of scripture from II 
Corinthians 5: 18 – 19 that reads, “Now all things 
are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation.”  

This passage has always had great meaning for me 
and inspired me even as a young girl.  

From the very beginning, I’ve felt called to deepen 
my skills of conflict management. It’s important to 
me to help people address natural tensions and 
work to transform people through conflict. I see my 
goal as a minister of reconciliation. 

Lee: Where was this passion first sparked? 

Marina: As a child, I saw my parents fight mightily 
and then reconcile. I saw them argue and then say, 
“I’m sorry.” I saw that love endured. Reconciliation is 

a theme that runs deep in the Bible. It is full of 
stories about Jesus reaching out to opposite groups 
of people and bringing them together with 
unexpected outcomes…… Jews and Gentiles, tax 
collector and fishermen, rich and poor. 
Reconciliation helps us return to that which we 
honor. 

Lee: What was most surprising to you about your 
mediation training workshop experience? 

Marina: I realized that reconciliation is instrumental 
in the process of healing; it’s a healing strategy. I 
feel powerfully committed to use all that I’ve learned, 
both personally and professionally, 
to be a minister of reconciliation. I 
see it as my mission to provide 
healing pathways for people and 
for communities.  

Right now, I’m rereading Healing 
the Soul of America by Marianne 
Williamson. I’m deeply saddened 
that the soul of the country I love is 
trembling. This book is helping me 
understand the pathways to healing and the 
imperative to heal our country.  

 
 

Woods Hall News 

Woods Hall is hiring a General Manager responsible 
for management of the Gallery and Studio. The 
position is year-round part-time. Send an email to 
Pastor Marina for details. lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Click More Info for a job description. Application 
deadline is February 15, 2017. 

 

Grateful for Your Gifts 

St. John’s is extremely appreciative of the generous 
gifts that have been received in response to our 
annual Stewardship letter. Your thoughtful support 
makes it possible for St. John’s to continue, and 
even expand, its essential role as the heart of our 
community.  

Those still wishing to make tax deductible gifts may 
mail them to St. John’s United Church of Christ, PO 
Box 14, Madeline Island, LaPointe, WI 54850. 

Thank you for your help in preserving St. John’s as 
a church and a spiritual center for all.  

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/533c16d9e4b0bd4b8a58adf1/t/587909dbf7e0abdc65e2382d/1484327387559/Gallery+Manager+Job+Description.pdf


 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
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Madeline Island 
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Giving thanks to the many people who have subscribed to 
our monthly newsletter! We are grateful for being able to 

send St. John’s Lighthouse to your inbox. 

If you don’t have email, we are happy to 
mail your copy of the Lighthouse.  
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