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Saved by the Bell Rope! 

Oh no! The rope for St. John’s 
bell recently broke. Julie 
Stryker, being the creative, 
resourceful, and strategic 
woman that she is, ventured 
over to Tommy Nelson's to 
see if he had any rope she 
could buy, borrow, or barter.  

“Tommy was most 
accommodating. He knew 
exactly where to look in his 
vast array of treasures,” 
explained Julie. “He pulled out 
some rope from a lifeboat he 
had acquired several years ago.  

“The lifeboat had been on the laker named the Homer D. 
Williams built in 1917. Tommy happily cut and spliced a 
section for me. And 
then gave me a second 
section to save when 
this new one frays and 
breaks. His only 
stipulation was that he 
wanted the broken rope 
for his archives.” 

Armed with the new section 
of rope, Julie climbed into 
the church belfry and 
reconnected the new rope. 
It was a perfect fit! Julie 
predicts that it could easily 
be another 100 years 
before St. John’s needs to 
replace this new bell 
ringing rope!  

Thank you, Julie and 
Tommy! Let the ringing and 
bell tolling commence!!! 

February’s Events and Happenings 

1 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

3 
Candle Lights and Prayers for the Water: A Family 
Activity, 5:00 pm, Joni’s Beach 

3 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

4 
Worship, A Service of Candlelight, Healing and 
Communion, 10:00 am 

4 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

6 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

7 Soup Supper, 6:00, Fellowship Hall 

8 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

10 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

11 Worship, 10:00 am 

13 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

14 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

14 Ash Wednesday Services, 5:00 pm 

14 Soup Supper, 6:00, Fellowship Hall 

15 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

17 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

18 Worship, 10:00 am 

20 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

21 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

21 Soup Supper, 6:00, Fellowship Hall 

22 
Adult Education DVD Lecture & Discussion, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

24 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

25 Worship, 10:00 am 

27 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

28 Soup Supper, 6:00, Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: courtesy of Ella’s Cafe 



 

The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I have been fascinated with Celtic Christianity for some 
years, even a few decades, as it represents a wonderful 
expression of working with and honoring God’s creation 
and following the path of Christ. 

One of my favorite 
authors, of both 
devotionals and essays, 
is J. Philip Newell. He 
was a former warden at 
Iona Abbey, in Scotland.  

In Christ of the Celts: The Healing of Creation, Newell 
writes, 

“As increasing numbers of people are 
attracted to the Celtic vision with its 
focus on the environment and its 
sense of the sacred existing in all 
things and creatures,” people are 
finding new ways of making spiritual 
connections between Celtic historical 
roots and our modern world.  

The Celtic tradition speaks to the 
yearning of my heart to be part of the 
healing of creation and of God’s 

people. It cries out from the land from whence it was 
birthed: the rugged Atlantic shores and islands of Ireland 
and Scotland. It was shared in the liturgies in which 14 
pilgrims from the Island participated last June. It 
acknowledges the voice of God in creation, and the ‘thin 
places’ where that voice is heard most profoundly. 

Iona 

Lindisfarne  

The Hebrides 

and 

Madeline Island. 

We are a ‘thin place.’ The Anishinaabe know it. Those 
who have come here to these shores for generations 
know it. Those who came to rest or recreate and chose to 
raise families here know it. You know it each time you 
come across the water. 

You listen to the Spirit. You 
tend your family. You offer 
blessings and gratitudes. 

To deepen our opportunities 
to listen to God through the 
gifts of creations, and the 
cycle of the seasons, our 
intern, Stacy Craig, and I, 
both trained in the field of 
environmental education, will 
offer a variety of activities 
and liturgies based on the 
Celtic year. 

 

 

Upcoming activities: 

Full Moon Circle for Women – The Vigil of the Feast 
of St. Brigid: Poet, Jeweler, Healing and Monastic 

January 31, Wednesday, 7:00 pm after Soup Supper 

                      

A Lakeside Gathering of Candlelight and Hot 
Chocolate for Families 

February 3, Saturday, 5:00 pm at Joni’s Beach 

  

A Service of Candlelight, Healing and Communion 

February 4, Sunday, 10:00 Worship 

  

A Pot Luck Feast and Celebration of the Spring 
Equinox! 

March 21, Wednesday, 6:00 pm Soup Supper 

  

We will plan other activities in June 
and August, the celebrations of the 
Summer Solstice and Lughnasa, a 
Harvest festival...and invite people to 
join in and offer a special talent to 
support these celebrations of God’s 
Creation and the Walk of Christ upon 
this good earth.  

May we walk together in community and be a part of the 
healing of the world. 

       Pastor Marina 
 

 

  



 

Stacy Embraces All Things Transportation! 

Reprinted from Northwest Wisconsin Association UCC 
Newsletter NorthWestWord 

Stacy Craig is one of our NWA MIDs (Northwest 
Wisconsin Association Ministers in Discernment) and she 
is also our first participant in the WI Expo Project. She 
has covenanted with St. John’s UCC, La Pointe, WI on 
Madeline Island to do an internship/WI Expo experience 

that began January 14. 
Stacy does not live on the 
Island. In the winter, when 
Lake Superior is frozen, 
one can drive over to the 
Island on the ice road or 
take the Madeline Island 
windsled called Angel. The 
picture is Stacy taking 
Angel to the Island for 
Sunday worship. Rev. 
Marina Lachecki is the 
pastor at St. John’s and is 
supervising Stacy during 
her internship.  

In one week, Stacy experienced the windsled, the van ride, 

and then drove over the ice for church mid-January. 

___________________________________________________ 

Winter Poem 

Snow Light 

It’s winter white in the house right now – 

Still light 

Reflecting off the white 

Illuminating everything with snow glow 

Despite the dusk settling in 

Twilighting the sky. 

An ethereal extension of 

time, 

A suspension of day, 

The snow light creates a 

temporal portal,  

A fold in the fabric. 

Unexpected light 

granting unexpected 

time, 

Delaying the darkness. 

I, too, am suspended, 

Filled with the gravity and wonderment of 

These moments that shouldn’t exist. 

The still light  

Gives me a glimpse over the snow horizon 

Into timelessness, and – 

For a moment – I exist in eternity. 

~ Kelly King Walden 

Women’s Christmas Retreat 

Honoring a Celtic tradition of celebrating Epiphany on 
January 6 as Women’s Christmas, Pastor Marina opened 
the doors of the Parsonage for women to relax, rest, and 
celebrate together. Following a potluck feast, women lit 
candles, reflected, journaled, and contemplated their 
unfolding spiritual paths. Oh, and there was lots of joyful 
laughter too! 

 



 

A Demon for Today 

By Pastor Marina Lachecki 

On Sunday, January 28th, I preached a sermon on Mark 1. 
12-13. It was one of the first acts of Jesus after he called his 

disciples. He preached, and then 
he cast out an unclean spirit.  He 
acted in the role of an exorcist.  

These are not words we use often 
today: demons, unclean spirits, 
exorcisms. We leave it to the 
movies. 

But when I was in seminary in the 
late 1990’s, one of our textbooks was Journeys by Heart: A 
Christology of Erotic Power by Rita Nakashima Brock. 

“The image of Jesus as exorcist is 
someone who has experienced his own 
demons (Mark 1. 12-13). The temptation 
stories point to the image of a wounded 
healer, to an image of one who by his 
own experience understands 
vulnerability and internalized oppression. 
In having recovered their own hearts, 
healers have some understanding of the 
suffering of others. 

“Naming the demons means knowing the 
demons…the Gospels imply that anyone who exorcises 
cannot be a stranger to demons…to have faced our demons 
is never to forget their power to hurt and never to forget the 
power to heal that lies in touching broken 
heartedness. Jesus hears, below the demon noises, an 
anguished cry for deliverance. Through…mutual 
touching…community is co-created as a continuing, 
liberating, redemptive reality.” 

In late January, I attended a community meeting in 
Washburn, WI, that dealt with a demon that needed to be 
named, addressed, and ultimately find paths to exorcise it 
from our community. 

The demon of racism, and racial profiling. The meeting was 
a gathering to speak to a police officer shooting of a 8th 
grader in November on the Bad River Reservation, located 
outside of Ashland, WI. 

Members, men and women, elders and small ones were 
present. People from the Island, Bayfield, Red Cliff, 
Washburn, Ashland, Bad River…even an Irishman who had 
seen the devastation of the wars in his homeland between 
Protestants and Catholics. The circle grew from a few chairs 
around a library table at 5:45 PM to a packed room of over 
50 neighbors ten minutes later. 

A young mother from Red Cliff opened the meeting by 
placing a bowl of water in the middle. She then gave each of 
us the opportunity to smudge ourselves, clearing our minds, 
and focusing on hearts of each of us. 

There were sounds of children playing in the background. 
Everyone had an opportunity to speak their truth. Everyone 
received listening ears. 

All were called to envision a new beginning. One Bad River 
elder spoke about the principles of The Grandfather 
Teachings of the Anishinaabeg. 

Respect 

Love 

Bravery 

Honesty 

Humility 

Truth 

and Wisdom. 

They may sound familiar to those of us who have been 
listening to the Speak Your Peace campaign which we have 
posted down in our fellowship hall: 

Pay Attention 

Listen 

Be Inclusive 

No Gossip 

Show Respect 

Be Agreeable 

Apologize 

Give Constructive Criticism 

And Take Responsibility.  

It is a project shepherded by Council member Rob Karwath 
through the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation. 

They sound similar to the Teachings of Jesus, who spoke 
with authority to the demons of his day: 

The exclusivity and arrogance of the Temple 

The diminishment and abuse of women, the poor, the 
worker 

The hatred of the enemy, the foreigner 

The re-play of old religious battle lines between Jews 
and Samaritans 

The casting out of community of any with physical or 
mental impairment. 

During his life, Jesus cast out demons and reconciled those 
estranged from community. Jesus spoke with the authority of 
the Creator, the one who brought Goodness into being, Who 
breathed life in everything that was created. Jesus 
challenged all things which “were hostile to God, health, or 
goodness.” And then he taught his followers to do likewise. 

Today’s demons. 

At the worship service of January 28, I invited congregants 
to name the demons of today, those we struggle with on a 
personal, community, or national level. We named them. 

And then, with the Light of God, exposed them to the Light, 
symbolized by candles on our communion table. 

The demons of today, be they hopelessness, jealousy, 
addiction, racism, sexism, ageism, fear, greed, theft, egoism, 
loneliness, hunger, pollution, bullying, cyber-bullying, war, 
arrogance, intolerance, generational and historic trauma, 
misunderstanding, social media and our youth, adverse 
childhood trauma, child abuse, indifference, brokenness, 
plutocracy, xenophobia, generational hatred, despair, or 
disrespect, need to be confronted. 

They cry out, like the texts in the gospel of Mark and Luke, 
“Have you come to destroy us?” 

Our answer, as disciples of Christ, needs to be, “Yes, and 
with the grace of God and the authority and commitment of 
the Holy One of God, we speak together. Be silent.” 



 

Adult Education DVD Lecture Series 

Adult  Education programs continue on Thursdays 
throughout the winter. Join 
Pastor Marina at 11:00 am at 
the Parsonage for theological 
conversations exploring 
religion in different historical 
settings.  

Here is the outline of DVD 
series lectures for February’s 
Thursday Theological 
Conversations: 

Feb. 1     Justinian and the Byzantine Empire 

Feb. 8     The House of Islam 

Feb. 15   The Rise of the Carolingians 

Feb. 22    Charlemagne 

 

 

Soup Suppers Nourish Body and Soul 

Come for nourishment of the body, mind, and soul! Join 
us on Wednesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 p m to share soup and 
bread, connection, and 
community.  

Soup Suppers are mid-
week gatherings often 
guided by an article or 
book, events affecting 
our community, or 
conversation about 
things that matter in our 
hearts. Families are welcome; we have a children’s area 
for quiet play and a format that is flexible.  

 

Full Moon Circle for Women 

February is a short month and because of the way the 
stars – and the moon – align, there is no full moon this 
month. But, stay tuned! Just as we experienced in 
January, March offers 2 full moons 
on March 2 and 31.  

The Full Moon Circle for Women is a 
time when we light candles for all the 
prayers of women who gather in 
person and in spirit. The glow of 
candlelight brings healing in the 
darkness of winter. 

Want to join the Full Moon Circle 
and share the energy of women uniting in prayer? 
Contact Pastor Marina to be included on her email list.  

 

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

Everyone is invited to Tuesday’s Fellowship and Fitness 
Walking Club. Meet at 10:00 am in St. John’s parking lot. 
From there, the group will 
take off for a brisk walk to 
enjoy some physical activity, 
enjoy the beauty of Madeline 
Island winter, and share 
topics of communal interest. 

 

Council Book Study: Weird Church 

St. John’s Council continues its book study of Weird 
Church: Welcome to the 21st Century by Beth Ann 
Estock and Paul Nixon. This month, Council has been 
reading and discussing Chapters 5 -7. A quote from 
Richard Rohr introduces Chapter 5.  

“We are created with a drive to self-
transcend, to move beyond oneself for 
the joy and blessing of others. It is all 
positive, an original blessing instead of 
an original sin, sending us toward a 
cosmic hope. There is something inside 
us, which Christians call the Holy spirit, 
that makes us aware that we are here to 
co-create with God and make something beautiful of the 
world. Like the Trinity, the perichoresis (divine dance) of 
God, we are made to encircle others and creation in self-
giving love, generosity, blessing, and service. When you 
start positive, instead of with a problem, there is a much 
greater likelihood you will move forward positively too.” 

The authors explain that “we can no longer assume that 
the people we meet go to church, have a Christian 
background, or are even interested in religion.” However, 
people are longing for significant connections to 
community and rituals that enrich the meaning of their 
lives. People are searching and yearning for ways to 
make a difference in the world. 

Weird Church shares research that indicates that for 
many, Christianity has a bad reputation that causes 
people to reject traditional churches. This does not mean, 
however, that those same people are uninterested in 
practices that deepen their morals and values. Quite the 
opposite. People who reject the traditional church model 
may willingly embrace a church that promotes spirituality 
in a non-traditional environment. They may deeply value 
the essence of Jesus’ teachings when presented in non-
traditional ways.  

The book challenges its readers to imagine a church that 
replaces traditional ‘membership’ with multiple ways of 
belonging and participating, to offer online gatherings in 
addition to in-person worship, to embrace a “dynamic mix 
of faith traditions and ways of understanding God.” 

What implications does this have for St. John’s? What are 
our church’s responsibilities to the Madeline Island 
community? These are the kinds of questions Council is 
asking as it continues its discussion and exploration. 



 

Winter Reflections 

There is a moment of suspense when the quiet can 

be felt, when it presses down on everything and to 

speak seems a sacrilege. Suddenly the air is white 

with drifting flakes and the tension is gone.... 

The snow means a return to a world of order, peace, 

and simplicity. Those first drifting flakes are a 

benediction and the day on which they come is 

different from any other in the year. 

~ Sigurd F. Olson 

 

 

 

 

Blizzard 

Snow:  

years of anger following  

hours that float idly down —  

the blizzard  

drifts its weight  

deeper and deeper for three days  

or sixty years, eh? Then  

the sun! a clutter of  

yellow and blue flakes —  

Hairy looking trees stand out  

in long alleys  

over a wild solitude.  

The man turns and there —  

his solitary track stretched out  

upon the world.  

~ William Carlos Williams 



 

 

 

 

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though;    

He will not see me stopping here    

To watch his woods fill up with snow.    

My little horse must think it queer    

To stop without a farmhouse near    

Between the woods and frozen lake    

The darkest evening of the year.    

He gives his harness bells a shake    

To ask if there is some mistake.    

The only other sound’s the sweep    

Of easy wind and downy flake.    

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,    

But I have promises to keep,    

And miles to go before I sleep,    

And miles to go before I sleep. 

~ Robert Frost 
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It sifts from leaden sieves, 

It powders all the wood, 

It fills with alabaster wool 

The wrinkles of the road. 

It makes an even face 

Of mountain and of plain, — 

Unbroken forehead from the east 

Unto the east again. 

It reaches to the fence, 

It wraps it, rail by rail, 

Till it is lost in fleeces; 

It flings a crystal veil 

On stump and stack and stem, — 

The summer’s empty room, 

Acres of seams where harvests were, 

Recordless, but for them. 

It ruffles wrists of posts, 

As ankles of a queen, — 

Then stills its artisans like ghosts, 

Denying they have been. 

~ Emily Dickinson 
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all. 
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