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Sanctuary Transformed for Christmas  
Many hands helped decorate our church sanctuary 
this year. Ken Peterson and Chris Thompson carved 
the crèche, Cindy Dalzell, Sheri Milburn, Beth 
Speckein, Marcia Coleman, and Colleen Jenson 
decorated the altar and hung swags, and adorned 
our doors with wreaths. Ted Pallas and Jim Erickson 
put up the Christmas tree. Thank you! 

Burning of the Greens on January 8 

Join Pastor Marina in the St. John’s Church parking 
lot on Sunday, January 8 following worship for the 
annual Burning of the Greens.  
The “Burning of the Greens” is a Christmas tradition 
that reaches back into the Middle Ages in the 
Britannic world. It was the traditional day of taking 
down Christmas decorations, and thus the tradition 
arose of the “burning of the greens,” with people 
contributing their wreaths, Christmas trees and 
garlands to the bonfire. The evergreens were 
recognized as the promise of renewed fertility and 
life. The fire symbolized the coming of the Light of the 
World emanating from the world’s darkness. By 
burning the greens, the life and gift of the trees and 
wreaths were honored. 

January’s Events and Happenings 

1 
Worship and Communion, “What’s in a Name?” 
10:00 am 

1 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

3 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

4 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

5 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

7 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
8 Worship, “Waters of Renewal” 10:00 am 

8 Burning of the Greens, 11:00 am 

10 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

11 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

11 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
11 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

12 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

12 
Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm, Fellowship 
Hall 

14 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

15 
Worship, “Remembering Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King” 10:00 am 

17 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

18 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

19 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

21 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
22 Worship, 10:00 am 

24 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

25 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

26 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

28 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
29 Worship, 10:00 am 

31 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

 

 

Contact St. John’s UCC 

Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email           stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse Editor                         LB@sprintmail.com 

 

“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church 
and a spiritual center that welcomes all. 

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

As I write this column, we approach a new year, 
2017. But our ‘church year’ has already begun. It 
began with the first Sunday of Advent in late 
November, and moved each week through the 
proclamation of words to consider in entering a new 
year: 

Love 

Joy 

Peace, and 

Hope.  

These words are played out in the Christmas story. 
But they are not words of innocence or naivety. They 
are words of spiritual defiance to dire situations. 
For Mary and Joseph, the messenger of God (the 
angel) met them first by acknowledging their fear. 
“Do not fear” was proclaimed before their challenge 
was presented: to meet their reality with joy and a 
commitment to proceed without knowing, to trust the 
Holy One. 
For Mary, she had to face the judgment of her 
betrothed and society. 
But she moved from fear to Joy. “My soul proclaims 
the greatness of our God….for He has looked with 
favor on his lowly servant.” 

For Joseph, a just man according to the gospel of 
Matthew, he had to accept Mary was pregnant 
outside of their covenanted relationship, and to raise 
her child with honor and respect, to claim him as his 
own flesh. He moved from fear, judgment, and 
anger to acceptance and unconditional Love. 
The angel choirs who visited the shepherds that 
night, proclaiming the presence of the Divine One in 
their midst, Emmanuel, sang a song of well-being: 
Peace on earth, and good will towards all.  

The shepherds and magi (priests and kings from 
another culture, another religion) received the news 
of angels and stars and went forth with Hope. They 

could have stayed in their 
places of resignation, or 
business-as-usual, but they 
chose to act on faith and 
Hope again. 
There is a wonderful hymn 
in our Book of Worship, 
Enter, Rejoice and Come In. 
It is fresh, up tempo and 
contains the phrase, Today 
will be a joyful day, enter, 
rejoice and come in. 

Mary, Joseph, the magi and the shepherds entered 
the promise of God when the realities of their 
situations did not speak of love, joy, peace or hope. 
But they believed in Emmanuel, God with us. 
So do I. God is with us, each of us, no matter where 
we are on our life’s journey. 
I pray as we enter the new year of 2017, we 
consider bringing these intentions with us. It is an 
act of faith, of spiritual defiance to dire situations, 
including those in which we find our world. If we 
connect to the God present in each of us, if we 
recognize the creative and renewing power of 
connecting to the Source of Life, the Ground of our 
Being, then Emmanuel is birthed among us again 
and again. Each day.  
May you each have a blessed and joy-filled new 
year.     

God bless, Pastor Marina 

 

Thoughtful Theological Thursday 

This month, we exploring 
the Development of 
Christianity during the 3rd – 
9th centuries.  
Thoughtful Thursday 
Theology is open to any 
and all. Join us at the 
Parsonage at 11:00 am as 
we explore the early 
foundations of Christianity 
and the experiences of 
early Christians.  
 

 

Grateful for Your Gifts 

St. John’s thanks all the people who sent contributions 
to the church in response to the annual Stewardship 
letter. Your generosity makes it possible for St. John’s 
to continue and even expand its essential role as the 
heart of our community.  
Those still wishing to make tax deductible gifts may 
mail them to St. John’s United Church of Christ, PO 
Box 14, Madeline Island, LaPointe, WI 54850. Thank 
you for your help in preserving St. John’s as a church 
and a spiritual center for all.  

 



Remembering….  
Linda Lou Anderson, 58, died Nov. 22, 2016, at 
her home in Duluth. Linda was a graduate of Duluth 

Central High School. She had 
worked as a Nursing Assistant at 
Chris Jensen Nursing Home for 
many years and was currently 
employed at Bayshore Health 
Center. She was a member of 
First Lutheran Church. 
Condolences to Penny Nelson and 
her family. Click HERE to read 
Linda’s complete obituary.  

 

George Craig Woolley died on November 14, 
2016. He was born in the small town of Patterson, 
California and over his life-time called a variety of 
places home: St. Paul, Indianapolis, Madeline 

Island, Pacific Grove, and 
Colorado Springs. 
A proud Annapolis graduate, 
Craig was an involved family 
man, enthusiastic pilot, avid 
tennis player, intrepid pianist, 
successful businessman, one-
trick magician, voracious 

reader, and a perpetual tinker. Gifts may be sent to 
Madeline Island Music Camp, 118 East 26th Street, 
Minneapolis, MN 55404. Condolences to the 
Woolley family. Click HERE to read more about 
Craig’s life.  
 

John Hogan passed away unexpectedly on 
December 24. Born in Palmira, Columbia, John, 
along with his brothers Luis and Diego, was adopted 

and welcomed with love to 
the Hogan Family in Duluth, 
on April 17, 1988. 

Raised with four sisters and 
three brothers by loving 
parents, he experienced an 
adventurous and abundant 
childhood. Growing up on 
Lake Superior, John made 
many memories with friends 

and family at his favorite places: Coffee Lake, 
Madeline Island, and the shores of the beloved lake. 
Condolences to the Hogan and Lewandowski 
families. Click HERE to read John’s full obituary. 

 

Marina’s Walking Club 

Grab your hats and 
mittens and join 
Pastor Marina on 
Tuesdays at 9:00 AM 
in St. John’s parking 
lot for 3-4 miles of 
aerobic walking and 
fellowship! This 
month, Marina’s 
Walking Club meets 
on Tuesdays, January 
3, 10, 17, 24, and 31. 
Photo by Barbara With 

 

Soup Suppers 

 Everyone is welcome for 
food and fellowship on 
January 4, 11, 18, and 
24, 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. The 
Book of Joy: Lasting 
Happiness in a Changing 
World by the Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu will be 
the foundation of Soup 
Supper discussions. 
In their book, the Dalai 
Lama and Archbishop 
Tutu “share their hard-
won wisdom of finding enduring happiness and joy 
in the face of life’s challenges.” 

 

Woods Hall Report and Request  
Woods Hall was 
created in 1955 
as a community 
development 
ministry of St. 
John’s United 
Church of Christ. 

We thought you 
would appreciate 
an update on our 
building project, which is building a new entrance, 
expanding the retail sales area, resurfacing studio 
floors, upgrading electrical, replacing a very leaky 
old roof to match the beautiful new roofs on the 
parsonage and church. Following are two letters, 
one from the Woods Hall board and another from 
Barry Sterling, Woods Hall Manager. 

http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/obituaries/4166492-linda-lou-anderson
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/twincities/obituary.aspx?pid=182629135
http://www.duluthbudgeteer.com/obituaries/4187578-john-m-hogan#.WGMFkELTvfI.facebook
http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/


 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 60 years ago, Rev Schroedel and his wife, 
Velma had a vision. What better way to get 
through a long dark winter than to bring 
Islanders together to design, create and 
ultimately sell their own crafts. Over the years, 
among a variety of different crafts, ceramics and 
weaving have developed as the principle 
products of what today is known as Woods Hall 
Gallery and Studio. In all this time the vision of 
what began simply as Woods Hall has not 
changed, but its needs have. 
The retail component of the Woods Hall vision 
has grown to support a gallery supplied by more 
than 70 Island artisans. What was once a bit of 
“pin money” for an Island craft person can now 
yield a part time income. For an Island economy 
otherwise limited by the realities of climate and 
geography, Woods Hall has become a small but 
precious economic engine.  
The building restoration, now well underway, will 
be completed on time and on budget. This 
success also brings its challenges. Because 
Woods Hall is a not-for-profit with a mission to 
deliver income to Islanders, rarely is there much 
left over at the end of each year. But this year, 
the new interior retail space will need to be 
shelved and furnished. As many of you know 
outdated sales software is now long overdue for 
a technical upgrade. In the next several months, 
staff and volunteers will be busy preparing new 
products for Mother’s Day weekend, May, 2017. 
This letter asks for your donation of time, talent 
or treasure to make the newly restored Woods 
Hall ready for the coming season.  
Your contributions of any size will be gratefully 
accepted on behalf of the artisans, their families 
and an Island community that now looks to the 
next 60 years of creative production at Woods 
Hall Gallery and Studios.  
Woods Hall Board members: 
Rev. Marina Lachecki, Michael Collins, Mark 
Hier, Susan Sabre, Michele Auger, Judy 
Schmidt, Louise McCray, Gloria Fennell 

Season’s Greetings to All, 
  
I am writing this letter on Christmas Eve. When 
you receive this update, 2016 will be a memory 
of the past.  As I reflect on 2016, I realize that 
Woods Hall did not achieve its retail goals for 
the year.  A stormy summer caused many to 
change their vacation plans to Madeline 
Island.  The closing of Woods Hall for the 
remodel project in the fourth quarter did not 
help matters any.  

However, Woods Hall Gallery & Studios 
exceeded expectations consistent with our 
mission statement.  Woods Hall did provide 
many opportunities for the creation of crafts in 
a well-equipped facility.  Woods Hall did 
supplement the income of more than 75 
artisans.  Woods Hall did offer workshops, 
classes and tutoring opportunities for the 
Madeline Island community.  Woods Hall did 
nurture community relationships on Madeline 
Island.  It is all too apparent that Woods Hall 
has met the expectations of our mission 
statement. 

And the really good news is that Woods Hall 
will have completed the remodel project that 
was envisioned more than three years 
ago.  Through the hard work of so many fund 
raisers and generous donations of many, 
Woods Hall Gallery & Studios is now a reality.  

The upgrade of studios, the addition of a 
jewelry studio, and the increase of retail space 
in the gallery will certainly create growth 
opportunities beyond our wildest dreams and 
wishes for Woods Hall. 

I have worked for Woods Hall for more than six 
years and I give thanks every day for all of the 
wonderfully creative artisans that I get to work 
with.  It is my honor. 

May your Christmas and New Year be filled 
with love, joy, peace, and hope. 

God bless you all ..... Barry Sterling, Manager 



 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 14 

Madeline Island 

LaPointe, Wisconsin 54850 

(715) 747-3903 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving thanks to the many people who have subscribed to 

our monthly newsletter! We are grateful for being able to 

send St. John’s Lighthouse to your inbox. 

If you don’t have email, we are happy to 

mail your copy of the Lighthouse.  
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