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Welcoming Stacy Craig to St. John’s 

Exciting news! During worship 
service on January 14, St. John’s 
will welcome Stacy Craig as a 
Seminarian and Person in 
Discernment.  

Stacy is coming on board for a 6 
month, part-time internship to 
broaden her experience with 
ministry under Marina’s mentorship. 
Specifically, Stacy wants to gain 
experience with preaching and 
leading worship, deepen her 

experience with community involvement, learn how 
pastors prepare for church rituals and develop liturgy, and 
develop an understanding of boundary management in 
community ministry.   

On pages 3 - 4, Stacy talks about her personal passions, 
spiritual development, connections to Madeline Island, 
and the outcomes she hopes to achieve working with 
Pastor Marina during her discernment internship. 
Reflecting on her own faith journey, Marina shares some 
comments about this mentorship experience with Stacy. 

December’s Events and Happenings 

2 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

2 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

3 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

4 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

6 Women’s Christmas Retreat, Noon to Dusk 

6 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

7 
Epiphany Worship and Communion and the Burning of 
the Greens, 10:00 am 

7 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

9 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

10 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

10 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

10 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

11 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

13 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

14 
Worship and introduction of Stacy Craig as a 
Seminarian and Person in Discernment at St. John’s, 
10:00 am 

16 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

17 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

18 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

20 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

21 Worship, 10:00 am 

23 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

24 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

25 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

27 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

28 Worship, 10:00 am 

30 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

31 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

31 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

 

Grateful for Your Gifts! 

A heartfelt thank you to all of you who generously 

contributed to St. John’s year-end appeal. Your support is 

very much appreciated. 

Because of you, St. John’s will 

be able to continue and even 

expand its essential role as the 

heart of our community.  

 

Full Circle. 

This opportunity to mentor a seminarian seems to 
tap back into my beginnings at St. Johns 23 years 
ago. 

During conversations between Stacy and I in the 
development of this opportunity for St. John’s and 
in support of Stacy’s journey of faith, we have 
discovered a number of similarities: I, too, have a 
background in community organizing, lay ministry, 
and environmental education. I, too, worked at 
Northland College. I was the Campus Minister at 
Northland College at the time, working part-time, 
and part-time here as Pastor. I was under the 
tutelage of Rev. Dale Stohre my first year as 
Associate Pastor, and then Rev. Lynn Larson from 
the Cable-Delta churches while completing 
coursework in seminary. 

After 23 years of ministry among you, under the 
vision and leadership of the Wisconsin Conference 
United Church of Christ, it is an honor to mentor a 
member-in-discernment. It is a privilege to walk 
alongside someone as they listen to God’s call 
within their life, and at another juncture in their 
years of service to God’s reign of justice and 
compassion.        

                  ~ Pastor Marina 
 



 

The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The Island is lovely right now. 

The snow covers 
everything...the deep cold 
bringing a stillness. 

We turn from the deepening 
darkness of the Advent season 
towards the Light of Christmas: 
the seasons which explored the 
re-birthing of Hope, Joy, Peace 
and Love into the world. 

The Advent prophets spoke 
during times of darkness 500-600 years before Christ. 
They spoke of Light through the darkness of Exile, 
Oppression. and the Diaspora. The Christmas prophecies 
spoke of fulfillment: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

The Advent prophecies were enfleshed in the birth of the 
Child, the One who brought the Light of radical hospitality, 
walking across borders over gender and ethnic 
boundaries, uplifting the lowly, and healing the sick and 
bereaved. It is Christ’s time. 

It is the time of Light and the revelation of that Light to 
another world and times of exile, oppression, social and 
economic injustice in the first century. 

And so it is with us, in the 21st century after His birth. 

We are called, as the Gospel of John proclaimed on 
Christmas Day, to ‘testify to the light.’ 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 

The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the 
world. 

We are called, like John, to do 
likewise. 

The season of Winter, according 
to the Celtic tradition, is a time to 
pause and to reflect. It is a time 
of candles  and tea, afghans and 
spiritual reading. 

An Abbey of the Arts (Christine Valters Painter) retreat 
guide states: 

Winter invites me to rest and contemplation, to 
making time for quiet walks in the few hours of light. 

The God of winter invites me into a healing rhythm of 
rest and renewal, of deep listening in the 

midst of stillness, of trusting the seeds sprouting deep 
within that have been planted. 

There is a harshness to this winter 
god as well, winter speaks to me 
of loss. It is the landscape of my 
grief in all its beauty and sorrow. 

Spiritually, winter is a time to 
acknowledge loss, to let go of those 
things, thoughts, habits that no longer 
give us life. To purify. To bring Light 
into the darkest corners of our lives. 

Please take the time to experience the coming of the 
light, from the Winter Solstice at Christmas... through the 
weeks of Epiphany and the growing Light... to the weeks 
of Lent, and the ‘lengthening of days’ when Easter dawns 
again after the Spring Equinox. 

Poet Wendell Berry writes: 

To go in the dark with a light is to know the light. 
To know the dark. Go without sight, 
and find that the dark, too, blooms and sings, 
and is traveled by dark feet and dark wings. 

Welcome, Great Spirit Moon 

Welcome, Winter 

Welcome, Christ as you are proclaimed into our world 
again and your teachings renewed within our hearts. 

Pastor Marina 
 

Women’s Christmas Retreat 

There is a Celtic tradition of celebrating Epiphany on 
January 6 as Women’s Christmas. Called Nolllaig na 
mBan in Gaelic, this retreat originated as a day when the 
women, who often carried the 
domestic responsibilities all year, 
took Epiphany as an occasion to 
celebrate together, leaving their own 
hearths and home for a few hours.  

Pastor Marina is hosting a Women’s 
Christmas Retreat on January 6 from 
Noon to dusk at the Parsonage. It is 
an invitation to all women to rest, reflect, and contemplate 
your unfolding spiritual path. 

Bring 1) something to share for a noon potluck feast, 2) a 
journal, 3) cozy slippers to warm your feet, and 4) a 
colored candle of your choice.  

Please RSVP to Marina lighthouse@cheqnet.net so she 
can anticipate the number of Women’s Christmas Retreat 
attendees. 

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net


 

Meet Stacy Craig! 

St. John’s is proud to be piloting the WI Expo Project. 
Because Stacy Craig is the first participant in this 
program, we asked Rev. Rob MacDougall, Associate 
Conference Minister, WI Conference UCC, to share 
comments about the WI Expo Project. 

Lighthouse editor Lee Baker interviewed Stacy to learn 
more about her interests and goals. Here is that interview. 

Tell me about your background and how you arrived 
at where you are. 

I am originally from South Dakota and came to northern 
Wisconsin in 2000 to attend Northland College. I fell in 
love with the lake and have been here ever since. I’m 
married and my husband, Alan, is the manager at 
Solstice Outdoors. We live with our bird dog in the 
Penokee Mountains in a Finnish log cabin that Alan 
helped to restore.   

At Northland, I majored in religion/philosophy with an 
emphasis in outdoor education, and my work has taken 
different forms but has always included an intent to 
explore and teach about the interconnected relationships 
between humans and the environment. Examples include 
being a backpacking guide for a church camp in western 
South Dakota and Wyoming, an environmental education 
intern for a vacation bible school program at the UCC 
church in Hellshire, Jamaica, a dog sledding guide for 
Wolfsong Adventures, the Environmental Education 
Program Coordinator at the Sigurd Olson Environmental 
Institute, and I am currently the Coordinator of Applied 
Learning at Northland College. 

Several years ago I was thinking about going to graduate 
school and did an exercise to explore my core values. I 
reflected for a few days and excitedly jotted down ideas 
as I thought about what really matters to me. When I 
compiled the list, I was devastated. Everyone else who 
did the exercise had concrete items that could be traced 
back to their career or to an actionable item. Mine 
included things like respect interconnectedness with all of 
life, appreciate and promote poetry, fully live gender 
equality NOW, preserve heirloom seeds and slow 
knowledge, create space for democracy through active 
engagement and facilitated civil discourse, grow in faith of 
the unknown. And then it hit me. When doing this 
exercise, I wasn’t answering the career question of what 
do you want to do in your career, I was answering a 
religious question 
of what does it 
mean to live my 
life? As I reflected 
on these values, I 
realized that they 
were all possible 
through the work 
of spiritual or 
religious 
leadership.  

This ‘Reflection’ photo is from Mary Dougherty’s 
Words for Water project. My word was ‘reflection’ and 

this picture was taken at an unnamed waterfall. 
Literally, given that we are mostly made of water, it is 
our life. For me, we see our own health and wellbeing 
reflected in the wellbeing of the water. Reflection also 
has personal significance, as I go to the water to think 
and reflect about life. Photo credit is Mary Dougherty. 

Following my own advice to students about career 
exploration, I decided to more intentionally explore 
religious community. I applied for and was offered the 
position as co-director of religious education with the 
Chequamegon Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, and I 
became a member of the St. Paul’s UCC church in Delta 
(the little brown church in the woods) where I had been 
attending. These experiences reinforced, for me, the 
power and beauty of people coming together to promote 
their shared values of peace and love in the world.  

I began to research seminary and master’s degrees and 
found the social justice and inclusive mission at United 
Theological Seminary in New Brighton, MN to be a great 
fit. Once I opened myself to the idea, the details just fell 
into place, and here I am on my way to a Masters of 
Divinity with an emphasis in Church Leadership in the 
Social Transformation track. If the pieces keep falling into 
place, I can expect to graduate in May 2020. I am also 
working towards ordination with the UCC. 

In nature is where I have experienced the sacred and 
wonder that creates the foundation for my spiritual 
growth. A friend recently reminded me that the Latin root 
word for religion means ‘to bind’ or ‘to connect’. Religion 
is how we re-connect to our own stories and those of 
others again and again to find meaning. It’s re-connecting 
with each other and our community in ways to examine 

The WI Expo Project is a pilot project of the Northwest 
Association of the WI Conference United Church of 
Christ. The goal of the project is to help support 
persons considering serving local churches in 
Wisconsin to experience being in a pastoral leadership 
role in a local church. We know that it isn’t always 
affordable for churches to offer such an experience to 
someone exploring ministry, so the Northwest 
Association Local Church Ministry Division and the WI 
Conference Catalyst Committee have joined together 
to provide finances and a framework for interested 
persons to have a supervised ministry experience. 

St. John’s UCC is the first setting for an Expo 
experience and Stacy Craig is our first participant. We 
are excited that you have joined together to strengthen 
leadership for the church. Personally, I have 
experienced the great gifts of ministry offered at St. 
John’s, I have experienced the deep and rich gifts for 
ministry that Pastor Marin embodies, and I have 
experienced Stacy’s thoughtful passion for the 
particular ministry of St. John’s that it causes me to 
believe that the spirit of God is at work in this 
opportunity.  

Blessings, Rev Rob MacDougall 

 



 

how we create the conditions for social justice, a shared 
planet, and the experience of awe in our lives. I guess 
this is why I go to church now in addition to the woods. 
My own journey of needing to leave organized religion 
and finding pathways back to it is part of why I’m 
interested in church leadership and the opportunity to be 
a part of others’ journeys to re-connect to themselves, to 
community.  

Tell me about your Discernment Internship and why it 
appeals to you. 

I knew pursuing this degree would deepen my work in my 
current role assisting students at Northland College with 
discerning their personal and professional formation. After 
taking classes and meeting students and alumni, I can 
now also envision working as a chaplain or pastor.  This 
internship is the best way for me to explore church 
leadership and whether this is something I am called to 
do. I always joked that if I was going to be a pastor, it 
would have to be at a church like the one on Madeline 
Island. I’m humbled by the opportunity to intern at a 
church that I’ve always admired and felt a kinship to.  

When you're not working or going to school, how do 
you spend your time? 

I’m always plotting ways to spend more time out my back 
door in my garden, on long walks, or fly fishing. On 
beautiful days I’m usually by the water, canoeing or 
swimming. I also love to cook from the garden and read 
(poetry and nonfiction, mainly). My favorite place to eat 
out is a picnic.  

Location: Acadia 
National Park in 
Maine. I had the 
opportunity to explore 
the bog with botanists 
and the diversity of 
flowers and life was 
just astounding once 
we got on our hands 
and knees to look. 

Bogs are one of those treasures that play such an 
important ecological function but are not as appreciated 
as grand landscapes, like mountain tops. So here I am, in 
true appreciation for the beauty, diversity, and grandeur 
of the bog. Photo credit is Becca Flesh. 

What are your connections to Madeline Island? 

I found Town Park in about 2002 as a Northland student, 
and have been camping there almost every summer 
since then. So my main connection is as a tourist! Please 
don’t hold it against me.  

In addition, my job as the internship coordinator at 
Northland College has also connected me to the many 
organizations who work with interns. I’ve worked with the 
Madeline Island Museum, Community Garden, the Town 
of La Pointe, Diaspora Gardens, and many other 
organizations as they’ve recruited and engaged Northland 
students. I’m also working with the fellowship program for 

the Great Lakes Islands Coalition so have met the 
community members working with that initiative as well.  

What aspects of the Island are of interest to you?  

I’m interested to work with a community that has such a 
strong sense of place. I’ve been enchanted with islands 
ever since I learned the word ‘endemic’ and how, 
especially on islands, animals and plants can be different 
from anywhere else in the world. On islands, we can see 
how place shapes us. I’m interested to learn more about 
the people and place of Madeline Island, especially the 
Ojibwe relationship to the island, both historical and 
present. My internship goes from mid-January through 
mid-August, and I’m interested in experiencing the island 
in winter and summer.  

Marina will be mentoring you during your internship. 
What kinds of projects will you be doing and how will 
you be working with Marina? 

My first project will be to learn about St. John’s and to 
listen to the fellowship. To this end, Marina is lining up 
some assignments that I will do from home as well as on 
the island, including attending the Soup Supper, Adult 
Theological Discussion, and Full Moon Ceremony. Marina 
will help mentor me in the preparation and delivery of 
worship, and what we’ve discussed at this point is that I 
will help lead worship about four times over the internship 
and assist with the Soup Suppers and Theological 
Discussions. I will be shadowing Marina in the 
preparation of liturgy and sacraments, and we will be 
meeting on a regular basis to determine how the 
internship will progress. Already, Marina has shared so 
much with me as she has helped me understand the work 
of St. John’s as both a space for formal worship and 
community development and involvement. I’m especially 
interested in learning more about St. John’s living its 
mission ‘outside’ its walls with Woods Hall, the community 
garden, and the many other initiatives that I’ve just begun 
to learn about. This is the model that many are talking 
about as the future of the church, and it is already 
happening on Madeline Island.  

What is the thing you are most curious to discover 
about St. John's? 

From what I’ve seen, St. John’s practices a kind of radical 
inclusivity and hospitality. I am curious to discover more 
about how you all do this as an organization with diverse 
members and as the only year-round church on the 
island. It’s important to me, in whatever role I am in, to be 
accepting of people wherever they are on their faith 
journey, and I hope to experience your way of living into 
this over the course of the internship.  

 

 

Join us on Sunday, January 14 when we 
introduce Stacy during the worship service 

and welcome her to our community!  



 

Epiphany and the Burning of the Greens 

Join us on Sunday, January 7, for the closing of the 12 
Days of Christmas and the Burning of the Greens, a 
tradition within the Anglican Church, brought to us by 
Tony Watts two decades ago. We offer thanksgiving for 
the trees which brought Light and Joy into our homes. 
And yes, sing The Twelve Days of Christmas!  

Dress warmly…it is a part of the morning worship service 
on January 7. 

Please bring a brunch dish to share (a soup, bread, 
salad, appetizer) for a community feast after worship. 

 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 

A round of applause to Ric 
Gilman and Neal Wallace for 
installing an improved sound 
system into the Sanctuary! A 
new amplification system will 
boost the audio of sermons, 
speeches, and other 
presentations. And, this will be 

greatly appreciated by audiences who are not only in 
church, but those who are streaming services on devices. 

  

Adult Education Explores Middle Ages 

Adult  Education programs 
continue on Thursdays 
throughout the winter. Join 
Pastor Marina at 11:00 am at the 
Parsonage for discussion and 
exploration about spiritualities of 
the Middle Ages, using a DVD 
series to prompt new understanding. 

 

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

Everyone is invited to Tuesday’s Fellowship and Fitness 
Walking Club. Meet at 10:00 am in St. John’s parking lot. 
From there, the group will 
take off for a brisk walk to 
enjoy some physical activity, 
enjoy the beauty of Madeline 
Island winter, and share 
topics of communal interest. 

Book Review: The Four Agreements 

The Lighthouse is reviewing The Four Agreements 
following a lively discussion during a recent Soup Supper. 
This book may offer some inspiration as we embark on a 
new year. 

“In the best-selling book The Four Agreements don 
Miguel Ruiz gives four principles to practice in order to 
create love and happiness in your life. Adopting and 
committing to these agreements is simple. Actually living 
and keeping these Four Agreements can be one of the 
hardest things you will ever do. It can also be one of the 
most life changing things you will ever do. 

As you practice living these four 
practices your life will dramatically 
change. In the beginning these new 
habits will be challenging and you will 
lapse countless times. With practice 
these agreements become integrated 
into your being and every area of your 
life and become easy habits to keep.” 

The Four Agreements are:  

1. Be Impeccable with your Word Speak with integrity. 
Say only what you mean. Avoid using the Word to speak 
against yourself or to gossip about others. Use the power 
of your Word in the direction of truth and love. 

2. Don’t Take Anything Personally 
Nothing others do is because of you. What others say 
and do is a projection of their own reality, their own 
dream. When you are immune to the opinions and actions 
of others, you won’t be the victim of needless suffering. 

3. Don’t Make Assumptions 
Find the courage to ask questions and to express what 
you really want. Communicate with others as clearly as 
you can to avoid misunderstandings, sadness and drama. 
With just this one agreement, you can completely 
transform your life. 

4. Always Do Your Best 
Your best is going to change from moment to moment; it 
will be different when you are healthy as opposed to sick. 
Under any circumstance, simply do your best, and you 
will avoid self-judgment, self-abuse, and regret. 

 

Soup Suppers Nourish Body and Soul 

Come for nourishment 
of the body, mind, and 
soul! Join us on 
Wednesdays, 6:00 – 
8:00 p m to share soup 
and bread, connection, 
and community. Soup 
Suppers are mid-week 
gatherings often guided 
by an article or book, events affecting our community, or 
conversation about things that matter in our hearts. 
Families are welcome; we have a children’s area for quiet 
play and a format that is flexible.  



 

Full Moon Circle for Women 

January offers 2 Full Moons! The Full 
Moon Circle for Women is on January 2 
and 31 at 7:00 pm.  We will light candles 
for all the prayers of women who gather 
in person and in spirit. The glow of 
candlelight brings healing in the 
darkness of winter. Want to join the Full 
Moon Circle and share the energy of 
women uniting in prayer? Contact Pastor Marina to be 
included on her email list.  

 

Council Book Study: Weird Church 

St. John’s Council continues its book study of Weird 
Church: Welcome to the 21st Century by Beth Ann 

Estock and Paul Nixon. The first 4 
chapters challenge us to make a shift 
and contemplate new ways of “doing 
church” so we are prepared to “fully let 
go of the past and embrace this wild 
and wonderful future. We simply 
cannot enter the land God is preparing 
if we are frozen up in fear. 

Council has been discussing the ways 
that St. John’s is actively engaged with 

the broader Madeline Island community. Are we 
dynamically promoting justice and equity? Are we 
supporting social change? How are we meeting the 
needs of people who hunger for deeper spirituality and 
faith journey exploration? 

We are discussing the realities of the changing church. 
“During the last decade the number of adults who are 
unchurched has increased by more than 30 percent,” 
write the Weird Church authors. They “continue to be 
interested in spirituality and heart warming experiences of 
the Holy. More than half of the unchurched adults in 
America are actively seeking something better spiritually 
than they have experienced to date.” Moreover, people 
are searching for ways to “make a positive difference in 
the world,” and be involved in meaningful ways so that 
their lives matter. 

The authors of Weird Church believe that “we can be both 
spiritual and religious.” These concepts or experiences 
are not in conflict with one another. Nor is one wrong or 
superior to the other; they are not mutually exclusive faith 
journeys. That is proving correct at St. John’s. We are 
offering both spiritual and religious experiences for people 
in our community, often incorporating spiritual and 
religious aspects into one experience. 

“The invitation to trust in the power of the gifts of the Spirit 
– joy, love, peace, patience, kindness, forgiveness, and 
compassion – allows us to transcend all institutions and 
religious dogmas. We might not be able to agree fully on 
our beliefs, but we can certainly agree on the centrality of 
love.” 

How does St. John’s “re-imagine communities of faithful 
practice?” Our mission is to be a church and a spiritual 

center for the entire community. Council President Lee 
Baker believes we have an obligation to adapt, innovate 
and transform In order to meet the broader religious and 
spiritual needs throughout our community.  

St. John’s Council is exploring ways to reconfigure 
“church as a platform for creating environments for 
convening and supporting groups that want to grow 
spiritually and learn more about Jesus.” 

Your Council believes it is essential to be a network of 
people who “can learn from and empower each other.” 
We recognize that traditional worship services serve the 
needs of some community members. Yet, at the same 
time, we have other people who are seeking spiritual 
development. St. John’s is well on its way of being a 
“weird church.” Very few churches would entice 
Christians, Jews, Quakers, and agnostics to gather for 
worship under one roof.  

Interested in joining the ongoing discussion? Contact 
Pastor Marina to get a copy of Weird Church. We 
welcome your observations and reflections.  

 

Celebrating A Season of Miracles 

On December 16, our church Sanctuary 
was transformed into a house of song 
and celebration for the annual 
Community Christmas program. Here 
are pictorial highlights of A Season of 
Miracles presented to a packed, full 
house on a cold winter evening on Madeline Island.  

 
 

Two months of rehearsals... 
lead to Christmas joy! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who 
organized and participated in our 

Christmas Program. 

You brought us great joy! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing You a Very 

Happy New Year 



 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 14 

Madeline Island 

La Pointe, Wisconsin 54850 

(715) 747-3903 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Bill Green 

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all. 
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