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Blessing our Holy Islands ‘Pilgrims’ 
A trip that has long been in the planning is finally 
here! Fourteen people from St. John’s depart June 2 

for a 2-week pilgrimage 
to Holy Islands in 
England and Scotland. 
They will be visiting 
castles in Edinburgh, 
crossing the tidal flats to 
Lindisfarne, hiking along 

St. Cuthbert’s Trail, and retreating to Iona in western 
Scotland for a week. 

St. John’s commissioned the Holy 
Islands travelers during worship on 
May 28. Pastor Marina asked the 
pilgrims to keep their hearts and 
minds open to new experiences, 
new insights, and new wisdom. Co-
planners Nile and Sarah Norton, 
presented each traveler with a few 
gifts for their journey: 

• Granola Bars – to nourish you on your way 

• Flashllight (Torch) – to light your way 

• Devotional Booklet – to inspire your journey 

• “Scotland, June 2017” Tote Bag – to carry your 
burdens along your journey 

A traditional Celtic Blessing to Pastor Marina 
Lachecki, Rev. Jim Kasperson, Nile and Sarah 
Norton, Penny Gill, Gwen Smith Patterson, Henry 
Harmon, Betsy Knode Newton, Mimi Smith, Ron 
Harrold, Dr. Sharon and Rev. Bill Handy, Judy 
Bennington, Barbara Meyer: 

The Path 
God bless the path on which you go 
God bless the earth beneath your feet 
God bless your destination. 
God be a smooth way before you 
A guiding star above you 
A keen eye behind you 
This day, this night, and forever. 
God be with you whatever you pass 
Jesus be with you whatever you climb 
Spirit be with you wherever you stay. 
God be with you at each stop and each sea 
At each lying down and each rising up 
In the trough of the waves, on the crest of the billows. 
Each step of the journey you take.  

June’s Events and Happenings 

 2 - 17 Holy Islands Pilgrims traveling in England & Scotland 

3 AA Meeting, Noon, Fellowship Hall 

4 
Worship and Communion, 10:00 am, Rev. David 
Saetre preaching 

4 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

6 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
8 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
9 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

10 AA Meeting, Noon, Fellowship Hall 
11 Worship, 10:00 am, Dr. Howard Dallin preaching 

13 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
15 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
17 AA Meeting, Noon, Fellowship Hall 

18 

St. John’s Worship Service, downtown La Pointe with 
Pastor Marina, Regina Laroche and a Teacher’s 
Theatre directed by Julie Stryker. Theme: Fruits of 
God’s Love: Justice, Mercy, Trust and Compassion 

20 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

20 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
22 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
21 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

21 Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
24 Woods Hall Annual Meeting, 1:00 pm 

24 AA Meeting, Noon, Fellowship Hall 
25 Worship 10:00 am 

27 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

27 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
29 Balance Exercise Group, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

 

Looking Ahead 

July 1, 3, 4 4th of July Community Choir Rehearsal, 9:00 am 

July 2 4th of July Community Choir Rehearsal,11:00 am 

July 4 Independence Day Parade and Celebration 

July 8 “Circumnavigation of Lake Superior by Solo 
Kayak” Lecture by Benjamin Lachecki Herman at 
Madeline Island Museum, 7:00 pm. 

July 16 Lake Superior Sunday 

July 18 Community Blood Drive, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm, 
Fire Hall 

July 30 St. John’s Annual Meeting 

August 3 St. John’s Annual Bazaar 
August 8 Memorial Service for Jan Shapiro, 10:00 am 



The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

We enter a new 
season this month... 

Summer arrives 
on June 21 with the 
summer solstice and 
the church season of 
Pentecost with its 
vibrant red paraments 
arrives on June 4. Add 
in June 9 as women 
gather for another Full 
Moon Circle of prayer and support, and the 
downtown tent worship on June 18 harkening the 
“fruits of God’s love”...well, we have a bright and 
inviting month ahead. 

Two of my favorite Scripture passages shape this 
season of light and growth and fruiting: Acts 2. 17-
18 (Peter’s speech to bewildered and frightened 
disciples after Jesus’ death): 

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh and your 
sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men will see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, 
both men and women, in those days, I will pour 
out my Spirit. 

And Acts 2. 42-47 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.... praising God and 
having the goodwill of all people. 

They shall dream dreams for the common good. 
What is the common good? 

“The commons refers to a wealth of valuable 
assets that belong to everyone.” 

[All That We Share: A Field Guide to the Commons 
by Jay Walljasper] 

When we think of Madeline Island, think of the 
library, the clinic, town parks, the chamber calendar 
and community newsletter, and St. John’s. We 
claim and strive to be ‘a church for the whole 
community.’ Think of the Food Shelf, Woods Hall, 
the community choir and Island organizations that 
meet here, AA, and the ever-developing community 
kitchen. Think of the community garden...and Lake 
Superior....and eagles and sandhill cranes and 
spring peepers and chorus frogs...the northern lights 
and rain and snow and wind... 

Contemporary religions author Diana Butler Bass 
defined that Pentecost moment when she shared 
her thoughts about the “Commons” in Grounded: 
Finding God in the World - A Spiritual Revolution 

“Communion reminds us that the commons is 
also a mutual sharing of gifts and 
interdependence. Communing implies empathy, 
listening, developing a reciprocal sense of the 
other, whether God or nature or a neighbor. 
Practicing communion holds ‘communitas’ to 
moral engagement; the spirit we experience 
together must be invested in feeding one 
another, serving with kindness and mercy, using 
our minds and hearts on behalf of others, and 
caring for creation.” 

“Going to church” is an opportunity to remind us of 
the path to care for all of God’s creation. It calls us 
to gather and hear and remember who we are and 
why we are called into relationship with the Divine. 

“Being the church” is the action of God’s love and 
compassion pouring out of us. With that love we see 
visions, dream dreams, and bring to someone very 
specific in our lives, the reign of God ---the reign of 
justice and mercy, truth and peace, The fruits of 
God’s spirit. 
Happy Summer....happy Pentecost! 

                Pastor Marina 

 

Balance Exercise Group Begins June 6 

Parish Nurse, Becky 
Hogan, will again be 
leading a Balance Exercise 
group on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 10:00 am, 
beginning June 6. It is great 
to see all this energy and 
excitement for maintaining a healthy lifestyle as we 
age.  Just keep moving!!!  

Bazaar: Our Own “Antiques Roadshow” 

Look around you. What items in your house or cabin 
are you ready to donate for the Bazaar? Reserve 

August 3 for the 
annual treasure 
hunting 
extravaganza at St. 
John’s Bazaar… 
the event that 
everyone 
anticipates with 
great enthusiasm!  



Spotlight on Ben Lachecki Herman 

This month, we are putting our 
spotlight on Ben Lachecki Herman. 
In addition to being a school 
counselor at Dayton’s Bluff 
Elementary School in St. Paul, Ben 
is an accomplished sea kayaker and 
avid international traveler. His connections to St. 
John’s include being Pastor Marina’s son as well as 
a skilled handyman who did landscaping and patio 
building for our Parsonage.  

The Lighthouse (LH) 
interviewed Ben for a 
sneak preview of his 
upcoming presentation 
this summer at the 
Madeline Island 
Museum on July 8 at 
7:00 pm. Ben’s lecture 
is “Circumnavigation of 
Lake Superior” when he 
will discuss his 53-day, 
1300-mile solo sea 
kayaking trip around 
Lake Superior in 2016. 

LH: What inspired you to undertake such a major 
journey? 

Ben: Twenty-five years ago, when I was only 12, two 
of our family’s friends went on a kayaking trip 
around Lake Superior. The idea just stuck with me. 
It has lived in my head for years. My parents have 
extensive experience paddling all over Lake 
Superior and as early as I can remember, they’ve 
exposed me to many adventures on the Lake. My 
parents were my inspiration.  

LH: You must have had to do some serious planning 
before your trip. What kind of gear did you take with 
you? 

Ben: I carried about 250 pounds of gear in my 
kayak. I spent a lot of time ahead of the trip figuring 
out what I’d need and how to restock my supplies 
along the way. I divided the trip into 4 sections, 
resupplying in Thunder Bay (Ontario), Wawa 
(Ontario), and just before Grand Marais, Michigan. I 
planned to resupply every 14 days, but carried 
enough food for 17 days of travel in case I got 
delayed by weather or heavy seas. I had two water 
filtration systems. One was my gravity bag with a 
filter which I used in camp. The other way I cleaned 
water for drinking was using a UV light with a 
rechargeable battery. 

LH: You had long days. Did you listen to music while 
you were paddling? 

Ben: No, I didn’t even bring any music. Being 
disconnected was very much one of my goals for 
this trip. Not having music or other distractions was 
very intentional. I brought a phone, but never even 
turned it on once. Instead, I used it as a notepad 
and for a camera. I also had a back-up satellite 
tracking device but fortunately never had to use it for 
an emergency. At night, I would write in my journal, 
spend about an hour doing map work, and then read 
books on a Kindle. I didn’t have a GPS. I did all my 
navigation with a map and compass.  

LH: Were there any surprises or things you hadn’t 
anticipated? 

Ben: I thought I’d be without human contact for 
greater stretches of time. Intense isolation never 
happened. In fact, I averaged one 10-minute 
conversation with one other individual almost once a 
day. But, for the other 23 hours and 50 minutes, I 
was usually alone. On occasion, I would camp with 
one other kayaker. I had expected that I’d be lonely. 
I discovered that feeling connected to the lake was 
exciting and exhilarating. Two and half days was the 
longest stretch when I was without any human 
contact. I was interested in the experience of being 
alone.  

I felt like I was in transition on several things in my 
life. I wanted to reflect on those things at the 
beginning, middle and end of my trip. I let my mind 
wander off on those aspects of my life. But there 
were times when I had to just focus on the tasks at 
hand. Heavy water required technical paddling skills. 
Much of the time, I really had to stay dialed in to 
paddling, paying attention to the water, the weather. 

Staying hydrated, eating when I needed energy, 
landing on shore safely, launching my kayak, getting 
from point A to point B…all these things required a 
lot of focus. When the water was calm and 
everything was going well, I had time to observe the 
plant life and the animals. It was a joy to watch the 
patterns of the lake. And to be in the moment.  



LH: Did you have any new insights on this trip? Did 
you learn new lessons? 

Ben: I wouldn’t say I learned new lessons. Instead, 
lessons I already knew were reinforced. Things like 
the importance of connection to strangers. I was 
willing to be open to new people and embrace 
opportunities when they happened. Another lesson 
that was reinforced was being open to opportunities 
for serendipity. 

I was intentional about NOT doing a lot of extensive 
research about the trip beforehand even though 
there are endless books and blogs about 
circumnavigating the lake and kayaking. I wanted to 
give myself a reason to run into people and need to 
ask questions about their experiences. I wanted to 
gather information along the way, forcing me to 
engage with people and have serendipitous 
situations. The trip reinforced the importance of 
being patient. You can’t always find what you’re 
looking for; sometimes, it has to find you.  

LH: I know there were family and friends who were 
worried about your safety. Was that a concern for 
you? 

Ben: Yes, but not really. Having their support was 
more empowering for me. My parents and friends 
provided me 
with a sense of 
support and 
trust. They let 
me know that 
they trusted me 
to make the 
right decisions. 
They knew I 
was making 
safe choices even though there was an element of 
danger and they supported my decision. 

LH: Would you recommend this trip to others? 

Ben: Absolutely! Of course, it’s important to match 
one’s skills to the level of the trip. Even though this 

trip has been on my 
mind for 25 years, I 
waited until I knew I 
was ready. I knew I 
had to first master 
the skill set for the 
technical challenges 
and understand the 
importance of being 
mindful about 

safety. But there are so many ways to enjoy Lake 
Superior. People can go on guided kayaking trips for 
one day or longer. The lake has so much to offer.  

LH: How did Adventure Kayak Magazine learn about 
your trip? 

Ben: It was one of my many serendipitous 
experiences. On day 26, I was in the far northeast 
section of lake, 
stranded on a 
beach with a 
small group of 
kayakers. They 
asked me if I 
was blogging 
and writing 
about my trip. 
They said that 
people would 
really be interested in my solo experience and 
encouraged me to write about it. One of people 
happened to know the editor of the magazine and 
gave me his contact info. When I returned, I reached 
out to the magazine and they published my story.  

LH: What else do you want people to know about 
this trip that I haven’t already asked you? 

Ben: Ha! That’s a great question. I always ask 
people that when I’m talking to people. I would say 
this was a very purposeful trip. Every decision 
represented a mindful action, from the planning 
standpoint to the social and emotional awareness. I 
anticipated being lonely, having bad weather, 
paddling in rough seas. I knew I had be prepared 
both mentally and physically for all these challenges. 
Because I expected challenges, I wasn’t caught off 
guard when I encountered difficulties. Being 
prepared and able to successfully manage all the 
difficulties made the experience that much more 
powerful.  

Click 5 Essentials for Circumnavigating Lake 
Superior to read Ben’s story in Adventure Kayak 
Magazine. 

More about Ben……. Since 2002 he has been 
abroad to a least one other country each year, often 
to new locations.  He even lived abroad in Russia for 
one full year in 2004. In his free time, he enjoys 
physical pursuits and plays a lot of ultimate frisbee, 
spikeball, and enjoys running and camping in all its 
forms. In addition to being a school counselor he 
has taught as an adjunct professor in the school 
counseling program at the University of WI - River 
Falls and was a lead foreman for a local landscape 
company, Timberland Outdoor Services in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area. Northwoods 
Construction (LaPointe) was the first job he had and 
taught him a lot of the skills he now considers his 
own.  

https://www.rapidmedia.com/adventurekayak/categories/trips/8306-five-essentials-for-circumnavigating-lake-superior
https://www.rapidmedia.com/adventurekayak/categories/trips/8306-five-essentials-for-circumnavigating-lake-superior


A New Unfolding Path… 

By Barrie Carter Gibby 

“Walking in circles” has new meaning in an old 
home. St. John’s has beautifully renovated the 
Memorial Garden and made wise use of the space 
by adding a labyrinth. The easy-access 
contemplative space is perfectly aligned with the 
inclusive mission of St. John’s and of the Madeline 
Island community and its indigenous ancestors. With 
some initial conversations with Cynthia Dalzell and 
Marina several months back, I’ve been asked to give 
some background on labyrinths, as they are my life 
work and dear to my heart. 
Labyrinths are found all over the world and date 
back more than 4000 years. They are designs on a 
floor, the ground, or on walls and are based on a 
simple spiral that includes one path that winds to the 
center and back out on the same path. The labyrinth 
has evolved to symbolize the journey of life and is 
used as a path for walking meditation. It gained new 
momentum in late 1980’s pioneered by Rev. Dr. 
Lauren Artress, founder of Veriditas, the Worldwide 
Labyrinth Project and who wrote “Walking the 
Sacred Path: Rediscovering the Labyrinth as a 

Spiritual Practice,” a 
book generated by 
her experience of 
seeking methods of 
healing the huge 
community of people 
effected by HIV/AIDS 
in San Francisco at 
Grace Cathedral.  

Labyrinth from a stone wall in 
Cornwall, England 

The experience of the labyrinth is different for each 
person and with each walk. I am referring to 
“walking” as universal travel that can be done with 
your finger on a small version of the design or in 
observation of someone else on the path. What you 
bring on your journey is your own, and what you 
take away is a spark for your next life step, huge or 
tiny. I teach that “the way in is the way out” referring 
to the concept of the repeated routine that grounds 
us but is nudged for new beginning eyes. The path 
curves and turns like our lives. It gives us space and 
allows time for rhythmic steps and contemplation. 
It’s been known to calm the heart, steady the breath 
and free the brain from the day’s busyness with 
focused stepping. It is best to approach the labyrinth 
path with an open heart, a deep inhale and releasing 
of the world behind, a willingness to receive the 
energy of the “vessel” holding you, the wisdom to 
renew your spirit in the center and return to reunite 
with the world.  

All the many metaphors of “losing your way” or 
“being interrupted” or “feeling lighter” or “held” are 
some of the consciousness-
building afterglows of a 
labyrinth experience. “Seeking 
balance” is often a quiet goal 
on the path – as well as 
prayers of solace for others 
who suffer or any particular 
thoughts to partner the 
journey. In reflecting on your 
walk, remember the gift.       

Stone Chartres design in Houston, TX 

Being aware of natural spirals in God’s world may 
heighten your experience. You might know of the 
labyrinthine coil in your ear or the Fibonacci 
proportions in a perfect spiral that occur naturally in 
life patterns like the nautilus shell, a sunflower seed 
center, a fern frond unfolding, the swirl of galaxy 
vortexes, the vortex of a pending storm, or the 
copied manmade violin neck scroll, to list a few. 
You may have walked the public labyrinths at the 
Carondelet Center in St. Paul at St. Catherine’s or 
the painted one at Trinity Hospital in Farmington. 
There is a beautiful one at the Cancer Center in 
Hudson, WI and at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Hudson, WI. Others always open are 50-ft. ones at 
Forest Hill Cemetery in Duluth, Saron Lutheran 
Church in Ashland, and at Windcradle Retreat in 
Grand Marais, MN. Find labyrinths worldwide at   
https://labyrinthlocator.com/.   
Whatever your past experience, know that now the 
Island has a designated sacred space that beckons 
a reminder to allow a few 
moments to step off the 
street and onto a 
meditative path in Kairos 
time. Enjoy the views, the 
sounds, the air, the beauty, 
the moment and the gift.  
I am personally grateful to 
Cynthia Dalzell and Marina 
for their perseverance, 
design and spiritual 
intentions in seeing this 
project to fruition. May you 
have peace on your path. 
Barrie Carter Gibby 
(daughter of Bess & Chuck Carter, longtime summer 
residents at Madeline, now deceased). Barrie walks 
the creative edge, combining her 
theater/literature/design/music background in 
building community and facilitating labyrinth-related 
gatherings in the US and Canada.  

https://www.veriditas.org/
https://labyrinthlocator.com/


Community Kitchen Update 

By Marina Lachecki 

Carol Neubauer has been busily coordinating 
workers and craftsmen for Phase II of the kitchen 
renovation project. 

Angelo Lupino, INC put in new (and waterproof!) 
flooring for the Fellowship Hall in May after a mighty 
band of volunteers took out the damaged flooring. 
Parts could be salvaged and will go to an islander’s 
home in trade for labor. The barter system is alive 
and well on Madeline Island. 

Kevin Buzicky and Lake Superior Bath and Kitchens 
is scheduled to begin putting in the new cabinets on 
the south side of the kitchen, and then Carol, Mike 
Starck and crew moved the new refrigerator and 
stove in place. The final pieces: Dave Boone will 

hook up a 
new hand-
washing sink. 

The 
community 
kitchen is 
moving right 
along...and 
just in time for 
the summer 
gardening 
season. 
Welcome to 
another 
renewing and 
renovating 
project of 
your church!  

Michael Brenna and Jerry Speckein working             
on Phase II of the kitchen renovation project. 

 

 

 

Contact St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email            stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse Editor                          LB@sprintmail.com 

 

Connecting with St. John’s UCC 

Gets news and announcements on St. 
John’s Facebook page 

Stream services and events at 
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 

AIACF Grants to Support St. John’s Projects 

The Apostle Islands Area Community Fund recently 
awarded two grants to support St. John’s missions. 
One grant will be used to help the newly renovated 
Woods Hall Gallery and Studios develop its 
marketing staff and strategies. A second grant was 
awarded to the Madeline Island Community Garden 
Project Inc to hire a seasonal intern. Frank Dolence, 
a Northland College student who worked as last 
summer’s intern is returning for the 2017 season.  

The Apostle Islands Area Community Fund is one of 
the six affiliate funds of the Duluth Superior Area 
Community Foundation, which, since starting in 
1983, has distributed more than $50 million to 
nonprofit organizations and individuals and provides 
leadership on important community initiatives in 
northeast Minnesota and northwest Wisconsin.   

Remembering… 

Janet Barnett Shapiro 
passed away on March 
28. Raised in Sioux 
Falls, SD, Jan 
attended St. Theresa’s 
College in Winona, 
MN. With a passion for 
working with children, 
Jan was a teaching 
assistant for many 
years, taught tap 
dancing to mentally 
handicapped children, 
and took care of 
infants and toddlers so their mothers could finish 
high school. She and husband, George, enjoyed 
their time on Madeline Island with their children and 
grandchildren, eventually spending 6 months each 
year on the Island. A memorial service will be held 
on Tuesday, August 8, 10:00 am at St. John’s. Click 
HERE to read Jan’s complete obituary. 

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2
http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/apostle-islands-area-community-fund
http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/
http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_RpLeH_UJYKcEt1bDFLbUQxZDd1bFZndkNhaXRJczZ3Szdj


Madeline Island Community Blood Drive 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

Sponsored by St. 
Joseph's Catholic 
Church and St. John's 
United Church of 
Christ, the Madeline Island Community Blood Drive 
is coming next month. 
Date/Time:  Tuesday, July 18, 2017, 11 am – 5 pm 
Location:  Fire Hall, Town of La Pointe 

Whole Blood Donation 
• This is the most common type of donation, 

during which approximately a pint of 'whole 
blood' is given. 

• The blood is separated into transfusable 
components – red cells, plasma, platelets. 

• This type of blood donation usually takes 
about an hour, though the actual donation 
takes about 8-10 minutes. 

• You are eligible to donate 'whole blood' every 
56 days. 

Come prepared 
Individuals who are 17 years of age (16 with 
parental permission), weigh at least 110 pounds and 
are in generally good health are eligible to donate 
blood. Have a light meal and plenty to drink.  A 
blood donor card or driver’s license are required at 
check-in. Also needed are Double Red Cell donors, 
which require specific qualifications for height, 
weight, and hemoglobin. 
Benefits of Donating 

• It feels great to donate! 
• You get free juice and delicious cookies. 
• It's something you can spare – most people 

have blood to spare... yet, there is still not 
enough to go around. 

• You will help ensure blood is on the shelf when 
needed – most people don't think they'll ever 
need blood, but many do. 

• You will be someone's hero – in fact, you could 
help save more than one life with just one 
donation. 

To schedule an appointment to donate, please 
register online at www.redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-733-2767. 
Volunteers needed! If you can help with publicity, 

recruiting donors, canteen, facilities, 
escorts, or registration, please call 
Becky at 715-747-2535 or 218-310-
6092. Thank you in advance for your 
commitment to the success of this 
community blood drive, either by giving 
blood or volunteering your time to help. 

Woods Hall Grand Opening Celebration 

By Pastor Marina Lachecki 

A grand-re-opening of Woods Hall Gallery and 
Studios was held on Memorial Day Weekend, May 
27th. The crowds gathered at 1:30 PM to hear 
words of gratitude to over 120 donors (Michael 
Collins as emcee), 30+ architects and construction 
workers, and 75 artisans who helped make this 
dream come true! Sentiments from Sen. Janet 
Bewley and Rep. Beth Meyers were also shared. 

Pastor Marina quoted a piece of wisdom from the 
book of Proverbs:  

“Without a vision, the people perish.” 

A vision created Woods Hall and a vision renewed it. 
The artisans inspired it, the managers worked to 
create it, the Board placed the vision in a series of 
strategic plans to support it, the architects designed 
it, the contractor and crew built it, and the donors 
provided the resources to fund it. 

Thank you. 

Photo above: Joan Slack, 
Director of Woods Hall Gallery 
and Studios, prepares to cut the 
ribbon. Photo to left: Emcee 
Michael Collins remarks on the 
generosity of donors. Photo 
below: (L to R) Max Paap, 
Director, Madeline Island 
Chamber of Commerce; Julie 
Fox, Travel Wisconsin; Michael 
Collins, Woods Hall Board; 
Pastor Marina Lachecki, Woods 
Hall Board Chair; Michael 
Childers, Woods Hall Board. 
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“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and 
a spiritual center that welcomes all. 


