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Two Women and a Dog 

“Two women and a dog named Milo hit the road, 
camera in hand, in search for answers to bring us 
closer to finding a cure for paralysis,” writes Kelsey 
Peterson and Madeline Brown to explain The Cure 
Map, a project that is taking them around the 
country to educate people about spinal cord injury 
and raise funds for research.  
Kelsey, a former 
dancer and a C6 
quadriplegic, was 
injured on July 4, 
2012 in a diving 
accident on Lake 
Superior. Joining 
her in this project 
is Kelsey’s 
Madeline Island 
friend and gifted 
artist, Madeline Brown. Here is an excerpt from 
Kelsey and Madeline’s Facebook page: 
So here we are, beginning our efforts to make a 
difference. To educate the world about current 
Spinal Cord Injury research; why it always seems so 
close yet so far away, and to inspire faith in its 
future. To share the many stories of people affected 
by paralysis and whose everyday lives are filled with 
arduous moments that so many of us take for 
granted. Just imagine if something as simple as 
getting out of bed in the morning was impossible. 

This will be 
hard. We’ve 
already 
confronted so 
many obstacles 
and unforeseen 
frustrations. But 
we are wildly 
determined and 
maybe a little 

crazy. So if we can help find a cure for paralysis in 
any way by making this film, then we will have 
accomplished what we set out to do. 

To learn more about their project, go to The Cure 
Map Kickstarter or follow Kelsey, Madeline and Milo 
on their The Cure Map Facebook page. 

March’s Events and Happenings 

1 Ash Wednesday Service, 5:00 pm 

1 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

2 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

4 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
5 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am 

5 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

7 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

8 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

8 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

9 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

11 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
12 Worship, 10:00 am 

12 
Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm, Fellowship 
Hall 

14 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

15 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
15 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

16 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

18 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
19 Worship, 10:00 am 

21 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

22 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

23 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

25 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
26 Worship, 10:00 am 

28 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

29 Soup Supper Discussion, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

30 
Thoughtful Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, 
Parsonage 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

April 9 Palm Sunday 

April 13 Passover Seder 

April 14 Good Friday 

April 15 Easter Vigil 

April 16 Sunrise at Russell Bay, pot luck breakfast, 
traditional Easter worship service with 
Communion 

May 27 Woods Hall Re-Opening Celebration 

May 29 Memorial Day Community Service 

June 18 St. John’s Tent Service, downtown La Pointe, 
part of “Eat, Skate, Play and… Pray!” 

June 25 Woods Hall Annual Meeting 

July 4 Independence Day Parade and Celebration 

July 16 Lake Superior Sunday 

July 30 St. John’s Annual Meeting 

August 3 St. John’s Annual Bazaar 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/thecuremap/the-cure-map
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/thecuremap/the-cure-map
https://www.facebook.com/thecuremap/


The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
As a community of faith, we have been immersed in 
the Sermon on the Mount for the last month. The 
readings have focused on the gospel of Matthew, 
Chapter 5, the first teaching discourse in his nascent 
ministry.  As we enter the season of Lent during the 
month of March, perhaps we need to carry these 
teachings with us in the new and reflective season. 
We are:  
BLESSED as 

 Poor and Hungry 

 Meek and Pure 

 Mourning and Merciful 
 Persecuted and Peacemakers 

CALLED as disciples to be: 
 Salt (enhancing life, preserving life, healing) 

Light (bringing God’s light to places of 
darkness, despair, and shadow) 

REMEMBERING   

That JESUS was CALLED to Fulfill the 
Torah, to bring its intent about right 
relationship with God and others into fruition. 

CHALLENGED to alleviate suffering caused by: 
 Anger 
 Adultery 

 Divorce 

 Lying 

 Envy 

 Greed 

 Hatred 

 

“There is a common bond of suffering among all us. 
No longer must I consider my trials as unique, for all 
people encounter these same tribulations. In the 
communication that follows when two people meet, 
this bond will become evident. One must not 
withdraw from this burden but yield instead to its 
teaching. For in the end, that weight will uplift our 
spirits.”                  Journal Entry, 9/19/72. 
 

REMINDED of His MAJOR TEACHINGS  

 The Golden Rule 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 To Ask, Knock, and Seek 

 To Depend on God. 
 

Perhaps as we enter this new season, the 
lengthening of the days which transitions from the 
winter months of letting go and survival to the 
springtime of new births and beginnings, of 
resurrection… 

Perhaps we need to remember Jesus’ light as he 
healed, taught, loved, upheld, challenged, and 
showed amazing patience and compassion to his 
disciples on their spiritual journeys.  

“Spring is a time of 
rebirth and renewal - a 
vibrant time when 
nature comes alive 
again under the soft, 
gentle prodding of the 
rain. 

Our own lives need the 
wakening action of the 
rain, for we, too, 
become winter frozen, 
dried up with bitterness, 
sorrow or fatigue. 

Dark, gloomy people discouraged by suffering and 
loneliness and hoping someone will come to give us 
the soft, gentle touch of compassion.”  

                                     Author Unknown 

God bless, Pastor Marina 

 

 

Soup Suppers 

Everyone is welcome for food and fellowship on 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness 
in a Changing World by the Dalai Lama and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu will be the foundation of 
Soup Supper discussions. 
In March and April, soup 
Supper discussions will 
examine the eight pillars of 
joy: perspective, humility, 
humor, acceptance, 
forgiveness, gratitude, 
compassion, and 
generosity. 
In their book, the Dalai 
Lama and Archbishop Tutu 
“share their hard-won 
wisdom of finding enduring 
happiness and joy in the 
face of life’s challenges.” 

http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/


Remembering… 

Julie Irvine Brenton 
died on February 3. She 
was born in Ames, Iowa 
in 1953 to her parents 
Anne and Charles Irvine, 
when her father was 
attending Iowa State 
University. She had key 
interests in design, the 
environment, health, and 
quality of life. Julie 
developed many lasting 
friendships in her 

community where she was very involved with a 
variety of volunteer positions. A theme that came up 
repeatedly among many of her good girlfriends in 
her last month of life was what they learned from 
Julie and her influence in their lives. Our 
condolences to the Irvine family. Click HERE to read 
Julie’s complete obituary. 

Kenneth Carl Cadotte 
passed into Eternal Life 
on February 13. Born to 
Viola Smith and adopted 
at two years of age by 
Joseph and Agnes 
Cadotte, Ken lived most 
his life on Madeline 
Island. He married the 
love of his life, Alice 
DeFoe in 1951. Close to 
his heart was his 
affiliation with the 

Duwayne Soulier Memorial VFW Post 8239. In 
2015, Ken was honored as the first recipient of the 
Town of LaPoint Hall of Fame Award in recognition 
for his outstanding contributions to the community. 
Our condolences to Alice and the Cadotte family. 
Click HERE to read Ken’s complete obituary. 

Scott Carlton Hartzell 
passed away on 
February 18 after a 
sudden cardiac arrest 
while on a family 
vacation. Scott loved the 
Island. His favorite time 
was the 4th of July. He 
loved being in the 
parade or just watching, 
eating lunch at The 
Beach Club or Grandpa 
Tony's. Having lots of 
family and friends 

around over the 4th made him happy. Lounging by 
the pool, boat riding to the other islands and 
finishing the day with the fireworks were all 
highlights for Scott. Our condolences to Bob and 
Susan and the Hartzell family. Click HERE to read 
Scott’s complete obituary. 

Richard Henry Walker, 
32, passed away on 
February 2. He was 
born in Springfield, 
Illinois to Janet Marie 
Voss and Stanley 
Franklin Walker. Richard 
was devoted friend to 
all. He had several 
friends in Carbondale 
and Madeline Island. He 
lost part of himself when 
his brother, Joshua 

Reynolds, passed away in 2013. He was accepted 
with open arms on the Island and it molded him into 
a wonderful man. Our condolences to Richard’s 
family and friends. Click HERE to read Richard’s 
complete obituary.  

Thoughtful Theological Thursday 

During March, we will be exploring How to Read the 
Bible & Still Be a Christian: Struggling with Divine 
Violence from Genesis Through Revelation by John 
Dominic Crossan.  
“You can read across that entire 
Bible… and draw up two 
contrasting lists. In one list, God 
is a God of violence who expects 
and commands humans to act 
violently. In the other, God is a 
God of non-violence who expects 
and commands humans to act 
non-violently,” explains Crossan.  
Crossan “grapples with Scripture’s two conflicting 
visions of Jesus and God, one of a loving God, and 
one of a vengeful God, and explains how Christians 
can better understand these passages in a way that 
enriches their faith,” states the Amazon summary.  
Everyone is welcome at Thoughtful Thursday 
Theology when we gather at the Parsonage at 11:00 
AM to explore issues relating to Christianity.  

Contact St. John’s UCC 

Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email           stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse Editor                         LB@sprintmail.com 

http://www.ilesfuneralhomes.com/obituary/Julie-Brenton/Des-Moines-IA/1698609
http://www.bratleyfamilyfuneralhomes.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=4114770&fh_id=12246
http://muellermemorial.com/book-of-memories/2848258/Hartzell-Scott/obituary.php
http://thesouthern.com/news/local/obituaries/richard-walker/article_67197934-5ae2-5b92-9593-082c6642ea10.html
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


St. John’s – Here, There, Everywhere! 
Our Council is thrilled to invite anyone and everyone 
to come to church – here, there, and everywhere! 
St. John’s aired its first live streaming of Sunday 
worship services on February 19. Lois Carlson said 
it best, “If you are lonesome for the spiritual 
connection with Madeline Island – all you need to do 
is tune in!” 
You can either watch the service live in real time 
(10:00 am Central time) or watch it at a time that is 
more convenient for you!   
Go to http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 
and then bookmark the site so you can find it easily! 

The most recent video will appear 
first. Below the larger video, you 
can see archived videos that let 
you can go back and watch 
previous Sunday services.  

Simply click on Register/Sign In in the upper right 
hand corner of the screen. You will be directed to a 
page that let's you register with your Facebook 
account or set up a new account with your email 
address and password. Or, you can click "FOLLOW" 
above the video and you'll be directed to the 
registration page.  
Don't delay too long! Each archived video is only 
available for 30 days since we've opted not to pay 
extra money for a fancy subscription service.  
If you have questions or feedback, please feel free 
to get in touch with Lee Baker or Pastor Marina. 
Tune in and join us for worship – here, there, 
everywhere! 

 

Looking for other ways to connect to 
St. John’s? We also have a Facebook 
page and welcome you to join!  

 

Marina’s Walking Club 

Grab your hats and 
mittens and join Pastor 
Marina on Tuesdays at 
9:00 AM in St. John’s 
parking lot for 3-4 miles 
of aerobic walking and 
fellowship! This month, 
Marina’s Walking Club 
meets on Tuesdays, 
March 7, 14, 21, and 
28. 
Photo by Barbara With 

Woods Hall Craft Shop 

The Woods Hall Craft Shop renovation project is 
nearly complete. Stay tuned for announcements 
about the re-opening celebration On May 27. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Only Four Years Away……  
St. John’s UCC celebrates its 100th birthday in 2021! 
In the last few years, your church Council, the 
Woods Hall Board and the 
Facilities Committee have 
been busy readying the 
church properties for this 
tremendous celebration. 
Here’s what we have 
accomplished:  

 New EDCO matching 
roofs on all three 
buildings (Woods Hall, St. John’s, Parsonage); 

 New furnace/air conditioning systems at 
St. John’s and Woods Hall; 

 Renovation of church kitchen…continuing…. 
 Labyrinth placed in Memorial Gardens; 
 Parsonage painted inside and out! 
 Backyard patio created for Parsonage; 
 Woods Hall Gallery and Studios renovated. 

And we continue to work on various aspects of our 
strategic plan to create a welcoming presence and 
outreach to our community… 

 Weekly spiritual discussion groups on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays; 

 Health Ministries courses on aging and bulletin 
boards on a variety of topics; 

 Enriching worship opportunities (in the 
sanctuary and elsewhere!); 

 Workshops on reconciliation, civility, and 
conflict transformation; AND……. 

 Live-streaming our Sunday services (see 
related article). 

We’re committed to being a place and a community 
where all are welcome, wherever they are on their 
life’s journey.  

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/


Pastor Marina on Religious Diversity Panel 
Pastor Marina teamed up with seven people 
representing different faiths for a panel presentation 
on February 9 entitled “Religious Freedom Means 
Religious Diversity.”  
Organized by Ted May, Academic Dean, Wisconsin 
Indianhead Technical College as part of WITC’s 
Conference on Diversity, the theme for the forum 
was taken from the First Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution regarding 
freedom of religion. 
“The theme expresses the 
idea that genuine religious 
freedom requires full 

acceptance of religious diversity and support for 
others’ religious faith communities,” explained 
panelist David Saetre. “If we all thought alike and 
worshipped exactly alike, we would not require 
religious freedom. Thus, religious freedom always 
implies religious diversity.” 
“These panelists bring insight into how people can 
have strikingly different religious faiths and 
perspectives, cherish the uniqueness of our 
personal faith, and actively seek to understand and 
embrace others,” commented May. “It is a wonderful 
life-long quest, and one that is ever-evolving as our 
own faith grows and our social dynamics change 
around us.  
Each of the panelists shared their own experiences 
and reflections on religious freedom and 
diversity. Marina talked about how her struggle to 
stay committed to Christianity considering the ways 
the Christian tradition hurt the Earth. Another 
panelist discussed the hypocrisy of people who are 
judgmental about and intolerant of other people 
religions “when embracing diversity is at the core of 
all our faiths.” 
Panelist Ibrahim Al-Qudah, president of the Islamic 
Center of the Twin Ports, remarked about the 
heightened sense of fear in the Muslim community. 
He explained that Muslims Americans feel 
disconnected with other Americans who don’t 
understand that Islam is a peaceful religion. 
Panelist David Siegler, who practices Judaism said, 
“All throughout history, different faiths have worked 
together… but it’s always been an issue when 
people seek to divide us when, for whatever reason, 
individuals wish to get power. One way to do that is 
to divide people and one way to divide people is 
along faith-based lines.” 
Wisconsin Public Radio aired a story about the 
presentation. Click WPR to listen to the segment 
(beginning 3:37 minutes into the segment). 

Support for Community Kitchen Renovations 

Kitchen renovations are still 
underway, in conjunction with 
St. John’s Strategic Plan. 
Thanks to Carol Neubauer, 
Joan Watts, Louise McCray, 
Julie Stryker, Barry Sterling 
and Michael Brenna, ongoing 
improvements will add 
function to the space and 
create a full-service kitchen 
that will meet the growing 
needs of our community. 
A new gas cooktop and double oven are being 
installed as well as a new refrigerator, third sink for 
handwashing, and new cabinets. The good news is 
that Holly Tourdot’s Big Bay scene painted on the 
cabinets are being preserved!  
The kitchen renovation committee is working to 
raise $10,500 for the final phase of the project. 
These renovations are transforming the old kitchen 
into a space that will enhance the ways the entire 
community uses the Fellowship Hall facilities. Do 
you know all the events and activities that depend 
on the kitchen? 

 Coffee fellowship on Sunday mornings 

 Wednesday night soup supper (Sept - April) 

 AA (generally just coffee) on Saturday night 

 Altar guild use of kitchen for flowers and 
storage of communion ware and vases 

 Communion first Sunday of every month 

 Weddings and Funerals 

 Burning of the Greens Pot Luck Supper (Jan) 

 Mardi Gras Pot Luck Supper (February) 

 Passover Seder Supper (March/April) 

 Easter Pot Luck Breakfast 

 Annual meeting luncheon after worship (July) 

 Bazaar (August) 

 Church end-of-summer Picnic (August/Sept) 

 Community Thanksgiving Feast (November) 

 Christmas Concert (December) 

 Madeline Island Community Garden salsa-
making and canning projects 

 Children’s birthday parties! 
Donations may 
be sent to PO 
Box 14, LaPointe, 
WI 54850 with a 
note directing the 
contribution to 
the community 
kitchen 
renovation. 

http://www.wpr.org/listen/1060506


Spotlight On Glenn Carlson   
Meet Glenn Carlson, Council 
President, who is also an active 
Madeline Island volunteer.  

Describe your religious/spiritual 
journey, your career and how you ended up on 
Madeline Island. 
I sometimes refer to myself as a “dime-store” 
Lutheran.  Let me tell you why.  Growing up, my 
parents and siblings went to St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
Church, in a small suburb of Chicago, nearly every 
Sunday.  We also went to Sunday school and 
Confirmation class there.  We lived only about a mile 
from the church, so when our parents occasionally 
“slept in” on a Sunday morning, they’d send my 
siblings and me to walk to church.  En route, we 
invariably drew straws to see who’d sneak into 
church after it started and grab some bulletins, as 
evidence we went to church.  We then spent the 
next hour at a nearby dime-store. 
I also witnessed a lot of behavior I couldn’t 
understand, such as couples harshly arguing as 
soon as they walked out of church, and some (to 
me) frightening rhetoric.  So, I didn’t take church or 
religion very seriously (except when it came to 
Christmas and presents!). 
Nonetheless, I was confirmed and continued going to 
church fairly regularly after we moved to the country 
and there were no more opportunities for truancy. 
In college, I developed a spiritual curiosity and found 
myself trying out everything from Zen Buddhism to 
Scientology to the campus Episcopal church.  None 
of them answered my needs.   After I graduated, my 
career as a CPA began and was fairly consuming.  I 
didn’t spend a lot of time doing much more than 
reading about the world’s religions.  The only time I 
went to church was when I’d come “home” for 
Christmas or Easter and accompany my parents.   
I went to work for Price Waterhouse in Chicago in 
1981, and they moved me to Washington DC, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles over the next dozen 
years.  I specialized in the tax and accounting 
treatment of employee benefits and compensation.  
In San Francisco, I did pro bono work for the AIDS 
Legal Referral Panel.  This was ground-zero in the 
midst of the epidemic.  This is when I discovered the 
joy of using my professional training in community 
service work.  I’m sure part of my spirituality 
developed from losing so many good friends during 
the 80’s and 90’s. 
I met Michael in 1991, shortly after I moved to Los 
Angeles to lead the firm’s Western Region employee 
benefits practice.  Through an old friend of his, I 

became Treasurer of the Los Angeles Gay & 
Lesbian Community Center, the largest social 
services agency of its 
kind in the world.  
Shortly thereafter, I left 
PW and joined Arthur 
Andersen, across the 
street.  Working in LA 
often challenged my 
spirituality.  This was 
where I learned that 
my spiritual well-being 
depended upon being 
of service. 

Glenn (right) with Michael Childers attending 
the 2016 White House Holiday Party 

In 1997, I retired and we moved to Madison.  We 
immediately volunteered in Tammy Baldwin’s first 
campaign for the US House and over time became 
close friends.   
In 2003, Tammy and her partner suggested going 
on a camping trip (loosely defined) together.  None 
of us had ever been to Madeline Island, but it was 
recommended by a sailing relative of Tammy’s who 
had a boat in Bayfield.  So, we “camped” for a week 
in a condo on Main Street.  At the end of our stay, 
we made the fateful decision to go “window 
shopping” with an Island realtor.  All of us fell in love 
with the last property we saw.  By the time we 
returned to Madison, Michael and I decided to buy it.  
We hadn’t planned to build right away, nor move up 
full-time, but the allure of the Island accelerated our 
plans.  We felt very welcome here. 
To (cleverly?) push things along, Michael got his 
real estate license and started working at Island 
Shores Realty for Todd Carlson in 2006.  In 2008, 
we sold our house outside Madison and Michael 
moved to the Island full-time.  At the time, I was 
interim Executive Director of Fair Wisconsin, which 
delayed my full-time move to the Island until 2009. 
In 2009, a Town Board recall election created so 
much conflict that Todd Carlson, by then Church 
Council President, approached Pastor Marina to try 
to find a way to heal these divisions.  Pastor Marina 
assembled a small group to discuss the situation, 
and out of that group came the idea of establishing a 
community garden.  Since I had just arrived on the 
Island with “nothing to do,” Michael volunteered my 
name to help get it off the ground.  Armed with 
nothing but Marina’s blessing, I set off recruiting 
board members and support.  Marina’s support 
opened a lot of doors, and her agreement to serve 
on the board (which she still does) convinced me 
that this was a church deeply involved in community 
service.   



After a couple more years of attending services and 
observing the important part played by St. John’s in 
the spiritual life of the Island, I joined as a full 
member in 2011.  I was elected to church council in 
2012, and been elected council president annually 
since 2014. 

When you aren’t doing Council work, what do 
you enjoy doing? 

I enjoy being of service, so I find myself on 
numerous boards and committees.  I’m currently 

President of the Madeline 
Island Community Garden 
and Treasurer of our 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and also serve on the 
Town’s Library Board, 
Energy Committee, and 
Community Awards 
Committee.  I spend 
some of my spare time on 
Ancestry.com.   

Glenn and Neenah Murano making salsa in St. John’s 
community kitchen 

Would you share your reflections on the St. 
John’s community? 

Our congregation reflects our mission to be a church 
for the whole community.  We are of many different 
religious faiths or none at all.  But, we share a desire 
to live as Jesus taught.   

What challenges, opportunities, trends do you 
see for our church going forward? 

This is a very exciting time to be part of St. John’s 
community.  We face the challenge of transition to a 
new pastor in the next few years, having enjoyed the 
stability and inspiration of Pastor Marina for more 
than 20 years.  We are also witnessing a national 
trend away from religion and towards spirituality.  
Our strategic plan addresses these challenges 
directly.  We are focused on preparing for a new 
pastor by improving our infrastructure and are 
dealing with national trends by expanding our 
outreach.  The numerous recent improvements in 
our facilities and the start of live-streaming services 
are just two examples.   

What about Madeline Island might surprise 
someone considering moving here? 

While the natural and pristine beauty of the Island 
may be the initial draw, what keeps folks here or 
coming back is the strong sense of community and 
civic involvement.  It’s hard to leave any place where 
everybody knows your name. 

What have I not asked you that you’d like to 
share with the Lighthouse community?   
I’ve been incredibly fortunate to share my life’s 
journey with Michael Childers. 

Full Moon Circle Celebrates 16 Years 

It was sixteen years ago this month that the women 
of Madeline Island began the Full Moon Circle, a 
monthly gathering of prayer and support for women. 
A group of women had read the book, The Red 
Tent, a novel by Anita Diamant which re-tells the 
story of the daughter of Jacob, Dinah. It focuses on 
the traditions and turmoil of ancient womanhood 
beginning with the story of her mothers: Leah, 
Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah, Jacob’s four wives. 
Pastor Marina had worked with women’s circles for 
many years, and received guidance and a teaching 
from an elder [Jean Reddemann] she worked with at 
breast cancer retreats on Madeline Island. 
In March, 2001, we decided to call our own prayer 
circle. Since that beginning, women have gathered 
on Madeline Island each month at 7 PM on the 
evening of the full moon. We acknowledge the 
presence of the Spirit in our midst, we light candles 
to remind us of the teachings of God’s creation in all 
its seasons. We pray together: the first candles lit 
are always prayers for us… “Love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” As natural care-givers, we acknowledge the 
need to care for our needs and support one another 
in the journeys we make in life. 
We also light candles for those connecting to the 
circle from a distance. They light a candle wherever 
they are (Florida, Minnesota, southern Wisconsin, 
Massachusetts, Virginia…) and email Pastor Marina 
their prayer requests ahead of time. And then we 
pray for our families, our 
community, our nation, the 
creation, the world. After 
the candles are lit (donated 
as a gift for ministry by 
Madeline Island Candles), 
we take turns speaking our 
hearts, our wisdoms, our 
questions and concerns. 
We don’t watch the clock 
or limit the time a woman 
can speak. It is sacred 
time, kairos.  

                                    Photo by Sheelagh Dalziel 

“We are gifts from God to each other. The richest facets 
of these gifts are found in our differences. 
Our learnings come from each other as we listen and 
value what each of us has to offer in all ways, out of our 
uniqueness.”      Mary Kay Sauter, Unmasking the Holy 

Email Pastor Marina to join the Full Moon Circle! 

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
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“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and 
a spiritual center that welcomes all. 


