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Madeline Island to the Mystic Isles 

By Pastor Marina Lachecki 

It is finally here: 14 ‘pilgrims’ are traveling to 
England and Scotland to experience the isles of  
Lindisfarne and Iona which are deeply rooted in the 
Celtic tradition of Christianity, dating back to the 
Middle Ages. 

Celtic Christianity 
embraces the essential 
goodness of creation, 
and encompasses the 
belief that what is 
deepest within us is the 
image of God. “In the 
beginning, God 

created...and there was evening, and there was 
morning. And He called it “Good.”  

Who’s going: Pastor Marina Lachecki and Jim 
Kasperson, Nile and Sarah Norton, Penny Gill, 
Gwen Smith Patterson, Henry Harmon, Betsy Knode 
Newton, Mimi Smith, Ron Harrold, Dr. Sharon and 
Rev. Bill Handy, Judy Bennington, Barbara Meyer 

Leaving on a Jet Plane: June 2, returning June 17 

Highlights:  visiting castles in Edinburgh, crossing 
the tidal flats to Lindisfarne, hiking along St. 
Cuthbert’s Trail, retreating to Iona in western 
Scotland for a week. 

The idea was conceived during Pastor Marina’s 
2009 sabbatical where she envisioned three projects 
centered around the sacred water and ground we 
call Madeline Island: a CD entitled Across the 
Water (2010), a walking tour, Walking a Sacred 

Story on Madeline Island, 
Moningwankaaning Minis 
(2014), and a pilgrimage to holy 
islands within the Christian 
tradition (2017). 

The CD and Walking Tour were 
supported with funds from the 
La Pointe Center for the Arts, 
and available at Woods Hall 
Gallery and Studios. 

Please join our 14 pilgrims on Sunday, May 28 at 
the 10 AM worship service, as they are 
commissioned to walk the way. 

May’s Events and Happenings 

1 – 5 Pastor Marina on vacation 

6 AA Meeting, Noon – 1:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
7 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am  
7 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

9 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

10 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

10 Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
10 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

13 Woods Hall opens for the season 

13 AA Meeting, Noon – 1:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
14 Worship, 10:00 am 

16 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

20 AA Meeting, Noon – 1:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
21 Worship, 10:00 am 

23 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

25 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

27 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 10:00 am 

27 AA Meeting, Noon – 1:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
27 Grand Opening and Dedication of Woods Hall 

Gallery and Studios, 1:30 - 3 pm 

28 
Worship with Commissioning of Holy Islands 
Pilgrims, 10:00 am 

28 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 11:00 am 

29 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 9:00 am 

29 Memorial Day Services, 10:30 am, Dockside 

30 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

Note: Thoughtful Theological Thursdays aren’t on our 
May calendar. They will resume in June!  

Looking Ahead 

June 2 -17 Holy Islands Pilgrims will be in England and 
Scotland, including Pastor Marina Lachecki and 
Rev. James Kasperson, Nile and Sarah Norton, 
Penny Gill, Gwen Smith Patterson, Ron Harrold, 
Henry Harmon, Mimi Smith, Betsy Knode 
Newton, Barbara Meyer, Judy Bennington, Rev. 
Bill and Dr. Sharon Handy. 

June 2 Rev. David Saetre preaching at worship service 

June 10 Howard Dallin preaching at worship service 

June 18 St. John’s Worship Service, part of Chamber of 
Commerce “Eat, Skate, Play” and… Pray! 
Weekend, downtown La Pointe 

June 24 Woods Hall Annual Meeting 

July 4 Independence Day Parade and Celebration 

July 16 Lake Superior Sunday 

July 30 St. John’s Annual Meeting 

August 3 St. John’s Annual Bazaar 



The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

I have been keeping a list since last fall. 

I keep it in my Celtic Benediction prayer book, which 
includes morning and 
evening prayers. 

Each day’s theme 
focuses on the story of 
creation: Light, 
Wildness, the Earth’s 
Fecundity, Harmony 
between Masculine and 
Feminine, Senses, 
Imago Dei, and 
Stillness. Seven days, 
seven themes. 

There is a rhythm to each day: scripture, silence, 
awareness of the Presence, prayer, and 
intercessions. 

That’s where my list has its place, in the 
intercessions of all those prayer requests I have 
received and agreed to uplift. My prayer list has a 
few sections: for my family and fellow journeyers of 
The Way, for marriages and institutions of service 
(colleges and camps dear to my heart and life’s 
journey), for Island children, my grandchildren, and 
the students my children teach and guide, for those 
in transition or who need healing, for the earth, for 
the water, for the world, for politicians and the 
President that they may lead with justice and 
compassion for the vulnerable. 

The last section of my prayers, I read this list: “For 
those who are mourning...” It is a long list this year 
because it is a list of family and friends of the many 
Islanders who have walked on: elders (Mort, Kenny, 
Elaine, Jim, John, Ginny, Bob, Jeannine, Jan, 
Juliette and Tony); peers, sisters and dear friends, 
especially Don, and two young men. It is much too 
long a list for such a tiny island. 

I read the list, praying for a peace that ‘passes all 
understanding.’ I find that peace because I believe 
there is life after death, joy after sorrow, resurrection 
after the many deaths we all experience in this life. 

Those deaths were conquered when Jesus rose. 
They were vanquished when Christ passed from 
death to life...changed and transformed, filled with 
the Light and Life and Hope of the Presence of God. 
That transformation was sung beautifully in our 
Easter Vigil service this year... 

 

What death was buried in the grave as Jesus was 
released? 

“deeds of wickedness, fallen 
innocence, mourning, hate, pride...” 

What happened on that holy night? 

“This is the night in which heaven and earth 
are joined, things human and divine... with 
the Morning Star shedding Light on the 
human race.” 

This is the season of Resurrection. It is the season 
where Christ leads us through death, any death or 
diminishment, by His faith, His Presence, His 
healing words, His compassion, His love. 

I believe we rise with Christ from whatever has 
entombed us over these last months, even the death 
of those dear in our lives, when we join Him and 
walk away from the tomb. 

Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. 

Alleluia. 

                Pastor Marina 

 

Balance Exercise and Class to Resume 

Parish Nurse, Becky Hogan, will again be leading  
Balance Exercise on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10:00 am beginning June 6. Becky reports that the 
Matter of Balance Class will also be offered again 
this summer on 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 
9:30 – 11:30 
am in August. 
Sue Headley 
Keller will be 
joining Becky to 
facilitate the 
Matter of 
Balance Class.  

 

AA Meetings at St. John’s 

The time for AA Meetings has 
changed. Meetings will now be held 
every Saturday from Noon to 1:00 
pm in St. John’s Fellowship Hall. All 
are welcome.  



Remembering… 

Juliette J. Sowl passed 
away March 23 in Winter 
Garden, FL with her 
sons at her side.   
After completing nurses 
training, Juliette started 
her 40-year career as an 
RN at UW-Wisconsin 
Hospital and Clinic. In 
1976, she and her 
husband, Frank, 
purchased a former dairy 
farm on the north end of 

Madeline Island, affectionately known to the family 
as the "Sowl Farm.” Juliette served as the Island 
Nurse for several summers. She loved life, her 
beloved husband, and spending time with her sons 
and their families. Click HERE to read Juliette’s 
complete obituary.  

Walter Anthony Watts 
died April 19. Born in 
Toronto, Canada, Tony 
worked for 20 years for 
International Harvester 
and 17 years for Aid 
Association for 
Lutherans. Tony and 
his wife, Joan, retired 
to Madeline Island in 
2000 where he served 
as St. John’s council 
president for multiple 

years. He enjoyed handyman projects, sailing, 
expeditions on the Canadian tundra, and being 
surrounded by his family. A memorial service was 
held at St. Johns on April 27. Memorials may be 
sent to St. John’s UCC. Click HERE to read Tony’s 
complete obituary. 
 

Connecting with St. John’s UCC  
Gets news and announcements on 
St. John’s Facebook page 

Stream services and events at 
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 

 

Contact St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email            stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Lighthouse Editor                          LB@sprintmail.com 

Full Moon Circle for Women 

This month’s Full Moon Circle is May 10th. Want to 
share prayers and feel the spirit of fellowship? Send 
an email to Pastor Marina so you get on her email 
list with monthly notifications of the Full Moon Circle. 
In some traditions, May’s full moon in often known 
as the Full Flower or Big Leaf Moon. Full moons 
have different significance for various Native 
American tribes. For example, the Arapaho Indians 
identify May’s full moon as “when the ponies shed 
their shaggy hair.” 
According to Northern Michigan University’s Center 
for Native American Studies, Anishinaabe people 
“designate the names 
of the moon to 
correspond with the 
seasonal influence 
within a given 
location.  Because 
the Anishinaabe 
region is so large, the 
moons may not be called the same thing in all 
areas.”  For example, Anishinaabe who live near 
Madeline Island may not observe the same activities 
as their tribal peers in lower Michigan. In some 
regions, Annishinaabe identify the May full moon as 
Nimebine Giizis, translated as the Sucker Moon. 
Others refer to it as Zaagibagaa Giizis or budding 
moon.  

Fellowship Hall/Community Kitchen Update 

New flooring is being installed that Lake Superior’s 
high water levels and saturated ground can’t affect! 
No longer will the Fellowship Hall 
floor be plagued by bumps, rolls, 
and hazardous undulations. 

The Fellowship Hall is also 
where Phase II of our kitchen 
renovation is underway! Come 
see the new 6-burner stove, two 
ovens, a working refrigerator, 
more counter-top space and a 
hand-washing sink! 

A special shout out of 
thanks to our spring 
day working crew: 
Carol Neubauer, Mike 
Stark (and their 
storage trailer), Ron 
Harrold, Marty Curry, 
Julie Stryker, Michael 
Brenna, Molly Andary, 

Beth and Jerry Speckein, Bill Fennell, Jim 
Kasperson and Pastor Marina. 

http://www.ericksonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Juliette-J-Sowl?obId=1631502#/obituaryInfo
http://www.apg-wi.com/ashland_daily_press/obituaries/walter-anthony-watts/article_7b231964-2620-11e7-948a-53484465f956.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


Holy Week at St. John’s 

St. John’s observed Holy Week with 
vigils, services, traditions, and 
celebrations. The altar was 
decorated in palms for our Palm 
Sunday Service with a procession 
with palms and a dramatic reading of 
the passion narrative.   

 

 

 

Easter celebrations began with a Sunrise Service at 
Russell Bay and potluck breakfast before the festival 
worship service. Flower arrangements and lilies 
restored color and brought signs of spring, renewal, 
and life into the Sanctuary. Candles brought 
light and joy into the Sanctuary. Song and 
celebration brought the goodness, hope, 
promise, and triumph of resurrection. 

 

 

 

A community Seder Supper was 
held on Thursday, April 13 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Guests brought 
food and wine to share at a 
festival meal in commemoration 
of the Israelites’ exodus from 
Egypt and their transition from 
slavery to freedom. 

 

 

Our Good Friday Service included a reading of the 
passion story and stripping of the altar followed by 
Saturday’s Easter Vigil Service of light, water, word, 
and communion. 

 

 

 

 

  



Woods Hall Grand Opening Celebration 

Join us for the grand opening celebration and 
dedication of Woods Hall Gallery and Studios on 
Saturday, May 27, from 1:30 – 3:00 pm. 

Woods Hall board member Michael Collins will 
emcee a brief program beginning at 1:30 pm. He will 
recognize the architects, builders, contributors, and 
other individuals who were especially important in 
the renovation of the 60-year old building. Wisconsin 
Department of Tourism’s Regional Director, Julie 
Fox, will be among local and state elected officials 
who will be attending this historic event.  
Pastor Marina Lachecki will present some remarks, 
after which there will be a formal ribbon cutting 
ceremony.  Following the program, Woods Hall will 
be open for tours of the new gallery and studios plus 
a live painting demonstration by artist Holly Tourdot. 
Artists and board members will be on site to 
welcome guests and explain the new facilities. Joan 
Slack, new Director of Woods Hall Gallery and 
Studios, will be on hand to greet guests and share 
her visions for this next chapter of one of the oldest 
craft cooperatives in Wisconsin. Friends of Woods 
Hall will provide refreshments.  
Questions about the grand opening celebration and 
dedication? Contact Michael Childers at (608) 576-
8426 or michaelfraychilders@yahoo.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Woods Hall Gallery and Studios will be open in May 
according to the dates and times listed below. 

May 12 and 13 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

May 19 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

May 20   8:30 am – 5:00 pm 

May 26 and 27 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

May 28 11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Changes Afoot at La Pointe School 
By Glenn Carlson 

After more than 20 years teaching a generation of 
Island children, beloved teacher Carol Sowl 
announced her retirement last month, effective at 
the end of the current school year.  With mixed 
emotions, we wish her well in her “retirement” and 
gratitude for going “way-above-and-beyond” for the 
Island’s children.   
Carol has taught 
countless Island 
children, from 
kindergarten through 
5th grade.  All grades at 
once, these past 
several years.  Last 
year, 13 Island 
children across five 
grades!  Next year, the 
school will have 15 
students in all six 
grades (K-5).    
The Island’s school is surely one of the few rural 
schools growing in population.  With even more 
infants and babies-on-the-way, parents and 
community members have asked the Bayfield 
School District for an additional full-time teacher for 
the La Pointe School, and to provide janitorial 
service during the school day.   
At their meeting on April 24th, the Bayfield School 
Board adopted a budget that provides an additional 
part-time teacher (roughly 16 hours a week) for the 
La Pointe School, and for a combined full-time 
janitor/bus driver position here.  The full-time 
teacher’s aide position will be continued.  Look for 
more information in the upcoming Island Gazette. 
So, expect a number of new faces, and some 
familiar ones, at the Island school next fall. 

Bazaar: Our Own “Antiques Roadshow” 

Time to plan ahead! What items in your house or 
cabin are you ready to donate for the Bazaar?  

Reserve 
August 3 for 
treasure 
hunting at this 
year’s annual 
Bazaar, St. 
John’s largest 
fundraiser. 
Come one, 
come all!  

mailto:michaelfraychilders@yahoo.com


Organ Donation – A Lifesaving Opportunity 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

“There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.”  John 15:13 NLT  

How much thought have you given to how you can 
help others?  Organ and tissue donation is one way 
to offer help. Only about 20 percent of Americans 
are registered as organ donors. If this number went 
up, many more lives could be saved. 

Did you know that more 
than 123,000 men, 
women, and children 
are on the organ 
transplant waiting list in 
the United States and 
that 3,500 of these live 
in the upper Midwest? 
At the end of 2014, 

more than four times as many people were waiting 
for a transplant than had received one. It is a sad 
fact that 21 people die every day waiting for a donor. 
(Data from Organ Procurement and Transplantation 
Network/ OPTN.) 
WHAT ORGANS CAN I DONATE?  

Organs and tissues that can be donated include: 
kidneys, heart, lungs, liver, pancreas, intestines, 
hands, face, corneas, skin, heart valves, bone, 
veins, cartilage, tendons, and ligaments. 
There is one national computerized list of every 
patient waiting for an organ. When a donor becomes 
available, the computer identifies the best matched 
recipient for each organ. Some factors that are 
considered in matching the donor organ to the 
recipient include compatible blood and tissue types; 
similar body size; severity of patient illness and time 
on waiting list; and distance between donor and 
patient 
Most Americans are in favor of being a donor, BUT 
many haven’t taken the next step of registering. 
Donors are often people who die suddenly and 
unexpectedly. Their families are then faced with 
making the decision under difficult circumstances. 
Registering relieves your family of having to make 
this choice and serves as a real gift to them. 
HOW DO I REGISTER? 

1. Sign Up at the Wisconsin Organ Donor 
Registry — 
https://health.wisconsin.gov/donorRegistry/public
/donate.html 

2. Use Your Driver’s License or ID Card to Show 
You Are an Organ Donor — when you get a 

new driver’s license, you will be asked whether 
you would like to be an organ and tissue donor. 
If you say yes, the title “Donor” will appear on the 
front of your license, and your DVS record will 
reflect your choice. 

3. Include Organ Donation in Your Health Care 
Directive — to help ensure that your wishes will 
be known. Sign and carry an organ donor card. 
You can download it from www.organdonor.gov. 

4. Tell Others That You Are an Organ Donor — if 
you’ve made your wishes know, they must be 
honored whether or not others agree with your 
choice. Discuss your decision with your family, 
health care provider, and close friends. 

Organ donation is a lifesaving opportunity at a time 
of great loss. Families who make the decision to 
extend the gift of life often find that donation helps 
them in their grief journey. Donation is something 
positive that can come from the death of a loved 
one. One person can save and heal up to 60 people 
through organ, eye, and tissue donation. 
If you would 
like more 
information 
on organ 
donation, 
please see 
the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, go on-line 
to https://www.organdonor.gov/index.html or 
www.donatelifemidwest.org. 
 

 

  

https://health.wisconsin.gov/donorRegistry/public/donate.html
https://health.wisconsin.gov/donorRegistry/public/donate.html
http://www.organdonor.gov/
https://www.organdonor.gov/index.html
http://www.donatelifemidwest.org/


Water Walkers Visit Madeline Island  
By Pastor Marina Lachecki 

The fellowship hall was filled to capacity Sunday 
noon (April 23) when a community feast was held for 
the Water Walkers. Josephine Mandamin prayed for 
the meal as a ‘spirit plate’ was offered in 
thanksgiving. Their time on the island was spent in 
prayer and rest on this their spiritual home. 

Two additional feasts were offered for the core 
walking team on Sunday and Monday night. Many 
thanks to all who provided food and helped clean up 
after each gathering. 

A few of the Water Walkers came to the La Pointe 
School on Monday morning to speak of their journey 

to bring attention to 
the water and pray for 
the earth, ‘our mother.’ 
Grandmother 
Josephine was 
pleased to learn that 
the children each had 
a water bottle on their 
desk, and they 
compost and offer 

leftovers to the animals (deer and crows!) each day 
after they eat. She asked the children to follow their 
progress to Quebec on the Water Walk 2017 
Facebook page. As a closing, they were taught the 
water song. “Nibi” is water in Ojibwemowin.  
On April 25, the Water Walkers left the Island. The 
weather was cool and the water calm. As they 
departed, I sang the water song, Nibi. The lake 

responded 
with gentle 
waves. 

To learn 
more, visit the 
Mother Earth 
Water Walk 
website. 

 

A Season for Growing 

By Regina Laroche 

I am fortunate to be among those blest to have 
Madeline Island bound by the great Lake Superior 
as a base for our lives. Our spirits know how the 
seasons and their changes shape us immensely. 

This is the time between Spring Equinox and 
Summer Solstice.  This is the time of emerging 
Easter.  This is the time when the earth is soft - 

messy with thaw, with snow becoming rain, with 
the insistent push of grasses and buds. 

And so it is at DIASPORA GARDENS on Madeline 
Island - a tiny micro-farm with a large dream of 
growing home; of 
nourishing body, 
spirit, earth, love of 
learning, and 
community. The fall 
plantings of garlic 
have grown through 
the straw mulch at 
least twice this 
winter - fooled by the 
early thaws, green 
stems burnt by the returning freeze each time.  Yet, 
they grow again through the damaged premature 
leaves - making tangible the dreams of nourishment, 
healing, and the continuing cycle of life and 
beginnings. 

Our living room and hearts overflow with the miracle 
of seeds that become plants, plants that become a 
garden, a garden that becomes sustenance for our 
family and for our community members.  We are 
grateful to those neighbors who, over the years, 
have chosen to share in our vision of sustainable, 
island-grown food for a sustainable Island 
community. They do so by participating in the 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) model.  In 
exchange for an early spring payment, they receive 
a weekly share of hand-tended, chemical free, 
delicious garden goods for thirteen weeks. 

In addition to growing food, we also grow spirits, 
imagination, and community.  This year we will 
share the gifts of our gardens through creative 
garden experiences for children, single-day spirit 
garden retreats for adults, and participation in the 
growing conversation for cooperative efforts to feed 
our Island community and develop sustainable 
Island economies. Watch for details in the next 
Lighthouse and around the community. 

If you're interested in being part of the DIASPORA 
GARDENS healthy food, healthy community dream, 
consider purchasing one of the last remaining 
CSA shares. Contact me at 
reginalaroche@hotmail.com or (715) 747-6611. 

We live with much 
gratitude for the 
seasons, spirit, and 
growth that permeate 
this Island life.  It's a 
gift to share! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/FortheEarthandWaterWalk2017FromWesttoEast/
http://www.motherearthwaterwalk.com/
http://www.motherearthwaterwalk.com/
mailto:reginalaroche@hotmail.com
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“No matter where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.” 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and 
a spiritual center that welcomes all. 


