
 

Memorial Day Choir Rehearsals 

A true beginning of the summer occurs Memorial Day 
weekend when cabins are opening, businesses are up 
and running, and we honor those who have died 
defending our freedoms on Memorial Day.  

Each summer, we 
gather a choir to sing at 
the dockside service.  

Consider joining this tribute. Rehearsals are: 

Thursday, May 24 4:30 PM 

Saturday, May 26  10:00 AM 

Sunday, May 27 11:00 AM (after church service) 

Monday, May 28       9:00 AM  

Celebrating Spring 

It was only 2 weeks 
ago that Madeline 
Island was buffeted 
with a blizzard and 
howling winds. On that 
morning, 20 
determined Islanders 
wrapped themselves in 
multiple layers and 
made their way in the 
raging spring blizzard 
to St. John’s for 
worship service. And 
yesterday, tulips 
graced the altar – a 
harbinger of warmer 
days and the promise 
of Springtime!  

 

Call for Bell Ringers 

Howard Dallin, our 
Worship Committee Chair, 
would like to train a few 
more bell ringers for the 
opening call to worship at 
St. John’s on Sunday 
mornings. If you are 
interested, please email 
Howard 
hvdallin@gmail.com 

 

May’s Events and Happenings 

1 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

3 Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

5 Island Clean-Up, 10:00 am, Meet at Joni’s Beach 

5 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

6 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am 

6 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

8 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

9 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

9 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

10 Theological Thursday, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

12 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

13 Worship and a Blessing of Mothers, 10:00 am 

15 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

19 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

20 
Pentecost: A Sunday of Spirit, Worship, 10:00 am, 
Hanging of the ‘Be A Church’ banner 

22 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

24 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

26 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 10:00 am 

26 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

27 Worship, 10:00 am 

27 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 11:00 am 

28 Memorial Day Choir Rehearsal, 9:00 am 

28 Memorial Day Service at Dockside 

29 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

29 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm  

Looking Ahead 

June 17 Worship in the Tent in Downtown La Pointe 

June 24 Woods Hall Annual Meeting 

June 29 Memorial Service for Larry Hobin 

July 15 Lake Superior Sunday 

July 29 St. John’s Annual Meeting 

August 2 Community Bazaar 

September 1 
Pastor Marina and Friends’ Labor Day 
Weekend Concert 

 

Curiosity and Doubt Welcome 

Want to talk about faith? Doubt? The journey of life? Give 
Pastor Marina a call…schedule your own time with her.  

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

    The Lighthouse             May, 2018 
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The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends of the Christ,  

This month, we enter the Season of Pentecost. On May 
20, the paraments will change from the white of the 
Easter season to Red. The last time we placed red on the 
altar was on Palm/Passion Sunday. 

And there is a connection: Palm Sunday anticipates the 
feast of freedom within the Jewish calendar year: 
Passover. It is the ritual meal of foods recounting the 

story of God’s support, 
shaping and salvation on 
an oppressed people. It 
became Jesus’ Last 
Supper. 

For the Jews, Pentecost 
(50th day after Passover) 
was the end of the Feast 
of Weeks (Shavuot) which 
celebrated the grain 
harvest, the giving of the 
Law of Moses, and the 
founding of the Jewish 
community. 

Shavuot oil painting by 
Moritz Daniel Oppenheim 

In the Christian tradition, it celebrates the founding of the 
Christian community in the telling of the story of the Spirit 
of God descending upon still fear-filled followers of Jesus. 
This is recorded in the first few chapters of Acts [the 
continuation of Luke’s gospel] and the story of how 
Jesus’ disciples continued to follow The Way of mercy 
and forgiveness, compassion, and justice after his death 
on the cross and ascension into heaven. 

It is called “Ordinary 
Time” in the church 
year...but to me, 
there is nothing 
ordinary about it 
here on the Island. 

We are in full bloom:  

• the gardens 
are planted and more businesses are opened 

• flowers abound 

• people return to their heart homes here on the 
island 

• families gather for Memorial Day, the 4th of July, 
and the church bazaar. 

• There were rites of passages: weddings and 
memorial services. 

It is also the season we hear stories of Jesus’ life and 
teachings. We are particularly mindful of the fruits of the 
Spirit which are expressed when we listen to the Divine 
One, and follow The Way. 

 

 

The fruits of a walk with God are (Galatians 5.22): 

• love  

• patience 

• joy 

• peace 

• kindness 

• goodness 

• faithfulness 

• gentleness, and 

• self-control. 

So what do we have to plant to gather those fruits? Our 
bodies, minds, and spirits. 

And how are these nurtured through the growing season? 
By being led beside the calming waters of Lake Superior, 
the rivers and lakes nearby, the forests, glades and 
meadows of God’s good earth.  

So wherever you are, 
might I invite you to 
be led to lie down in 
green pastures, 
beside still waters, 
along paths of 
righteousness, so that 
God may tend to your soul. 

The Lord is my shepherd, 

I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 

he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 
whole life long. 

                                    Psalm 23 

Pastor Marina 

 

 

 

 



 

Crossing the Water: Reflections on the First 
Half of My Internship 

By Stacy Craig, St. John’s Intern 

Reflection is an important part of the 
discernment process, and each time 
I cross Lake Superior, it creates a 
forced reflective moment. 

The early ice road crossings in the 
fog: am I on the right path, literally?  

The first ferry ride under the sun: I 
feel I can affirm life, love, and beauty 
in the world like I never have before. 

The van rides across the unsteady landings: I ground 
deeper in my faith through this work.  

The ferry ride through dense ice: The music, community 
participation, and joyous welcome draw me to show up 
fully at St. John’s, despite the path to get there. 

The main highlight of my experience has been to be 
mentored by Pastor Marina. Her patience and careful 
teaching, explanations of things big and small, and 
willingness to involve me in all kinds of experiences are a 
gift. They have changed my understanding of the church 
and the work of pastor to demonstrate what is truly 
possible when people come together to do good through 
their shared faith and beliefs.  

I’ve also experienced the peer teaching through 
conversation at Soup Supper. The shared meal is a deep 
part of Christian tradition and this experience together 
allowed me to see the rich diversity of people’s paths on 
the island and connection to place. Full Moon Circle gave 
space for contemplation and prayer that I’ve never 

experienced before. 
Holy Week provided a 
rich experience of 
communal and 
individual reflection on 
salvation. I had never 
attended a Seder 
Supper or an Easter 
Vigil before, and I 
found both to deepen 

my understanding of Holy Week by experiencing the 
transition from Passover to resurrection.  

As the internship continues, I’m excited to participate in 
what Pastor Marina calls ministry of presence. We are 
strategizing how I can learn about and contribute to the 
many forms of ministry and worship through St. John’s. In 
addition, I hope to contribute to the efforts to develop online 
communications through a new website with social media 
integration to reach people when they are away from the 
island and people who have not found St. John’s yet.  

Like the perfect timing of the sun rising at the Sunrise 
Service, I continue to know that I am in the right place to 
learn, serve, and grow in the ministry that is unfolding in 
my life. My gratitude to you all for your support, guidance, 
and prayers for this internship.  

Completing the Vision from 1908 for 
Greenwood Cemetery 
By Dawn Michael 

Back in 1903 Mary Russell decided to donate property to 
the Town of La Pointe for a beautiful small cemetery off 
Middle Road.  The Town Board gladly voted to accept her 
gift in 1908 and the Greenwood Cemetery became a 
reality.  The plan at that time was not only for cemetery 
plots, but also a chapel that would be used by all who 
found themselves at Greenwood.  As we know, to date, 
this chapel has not been built. 

We are hoping that will change.  Ted and Dawn Michael 
have offered to donate the money to design, construct, 
and maintain the chapel in Greenwood.  They have 
provided a rendering of the open-sided chapel that would 
sit to the left as you drive into the cemetery, nestled in 
between the trees.  That is just where Mary Russell 
planned it to be, on the property she trusted to the town 
specifically for it so long ago.  You can see the 
renderings in this month’s ‘Lighthouse’ as well as various 
locations throughout La Pointe. 

The architect refused to design the chapel until he 
learned more about La Pointe’s early 1900’s architecture.  

Thankfully 
GOOGLE EARTH 
offered him that 
opportunity.  He 
found the Catholic 
Church, City Hall, 
Post Office and 
many older 
farmhouses and 
cottages.  All were 

built of wood clapboard and painted white.  That was 
perfect for a country chapel.  His rendering connects the 
chapel to that history. 

The open sides offer a continued view of Greenwood 
Cemetery from all directions and blend the quaint chapel 
into the quaint cemetery.  It will seat from 25-30 people 
plus standing room for an additional 20-25. 

It is intended to be a spiritual refuge where small funerals 
can be held as well as an inviting space for all to enter, 
pray, and meditate while thinking of their loved ones 
residing in Greenwood. 

The Chapel Committee 
has proposed a tentative 
date of June 19, 2018, for 
a Town Meeting regarding 
the chapel.  It is our hope 
that everyone in La Pointe 
will show their support for 
this project by attending 
that meeting.  Based on 
the support shown at the 
June 19th meeting, the 
Town Board will then vote 
whether or not to approve the building of the chapel. 
Hope to see you at the Town Meeting on the 19th. 



 

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

Everyone is invited to 
Tuesday’s Fellowship and 
Fitness Walking Club. Meet 
at 10:00 AM in St. John’s 
parking lot for a brisk 2- 
mile walk “around the 
block” and impromptu 
conversations.  

The Last Soup Supper of the Season  

Despite an impending winter storm, the 'soup supper 
gang' closed the season on April 11 with a feast of a 
spicy vegan soup, a pork stew, a homemade chicken pot 
pie, tea and TWO desserts! There was the opening hour 
of touching base with one another, and, of course, talk of 
the Coast Guard cutter breaking a trail for the ferry as the 
windsled continued to carry folks back and forth....the 
weather...individual joys and/or struggles. 

Holly Tourdot opened up a conversation with a 
discussion about food, supporting our bodies, vegan 
diets, high protein diets which wandered into the 
spirituality of food, table grace and growing our own food 
up north to supplement diets. Beth Speckein commented 
how easy it is to get fresh food on their southern journeys 
to Florida each winter, including fresh sea food. 
Of course, fresh fish out of Lake Superior year-round was 
also mentioned!  

We ended our time together with thoughts of next year: 
the intentional 'check-in' at the beginning 
of the meal, and then perhaps a "topic of the month" 
conversation which we will be thinking about via email 
over the busier summer community months. 

A final beloved suggestion: Howard and Debra Dallin 
offered the idea that when they are in a restaurant or with 
a group of people who don't traditionally share grace, 
they quietly lift up their plates, and share a silent 
thanksgiving. 

See you next fall! 

Full Moon Circle for Women  

This month, we are hosting our Full Moon Circle for 
Women on May 29, the Flower Moon. May's brightest 

moon phase is also called Corn 
Planting Moon and Milk Moon, 
from the Old English 
Rimilcemona which means Month 
of Three Milings, when cows 
were milked three times a day.  

The Full Moon Circle for Women 
is a time when we light candles 

for all the prayers of women who gather in person and in 
spirit. The glow of candlelight brings healing and peace. 
Want to join the Full Moon Circle and share the energy of 
women uniting in prayer? Contact Pastor Marina to be 
included on her email list.  

Theological Thursdays 

Pastor Marina invites 
you to join her for study 
and discussion at the 
Parsonage on Thursday, 
May 3 and 10 at 11:00 
am to explore Islamic 
Spain and The Dark 
Ages Revisited. Bring 
curiosity and questions!   

Childcare Coop Playtime and Fun! 

The Fellowship Hall is a busy 
place when Madeline Island 
toddlers gather for playtime. 
Micaela Montagne and other 
moms have organized the 
Community Childcare Coop for 
child enrichment activities such 
as playing, listening to music, 
dancing, and reading books. 
Contact Micaela Montagne at 
micaelamontagne@gmail.com 
to learn about participating in 
the Childcare Coop. 

Remembering….. 

Joel Peterson died on April 
7. Joel taught philosophy 
and religion for over 30 
years at North Hennepin 
Community College and 
also worked several years in 
curriculum development at 
the MNSCU system office. 
He enjoyed working 
collaboratively with 
colleagues across the 
curriculum. Family activities 
included sailing, camping, and traveling. He was a runner 
and musician and worked to build programs at his church. 
Our condolences to Joel’s family and friends. Click HERE to 
read his complete obituary.  

George Shapiro died April 26. His obituary will appear in 
the June Lighthouse. Condolences to George’s family 
and friends.  

Bud Nelson died April 26. His obituary will appear in the 
June Lighthouse. Condolences to Bud’s family and 
friends. 

Connect with St. John’s Church & Spiritual Campus 
Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage Phone           715-747-3903 
Church Office phone           715-747-3945 
Church Office email           stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 
Stacy Craig, Intern           stacymariecraig@gmail.com 
Lighthouse editor            LB@sprintmail.com 
Council president            LB@sprintmail.com 
Streaming          http://www.ustream.tv/channel/76AxbRFaCf2 
Facebook                         Facebook Link 
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Talent Abounds! 

We are a community of many amazingly talented 
artisans….. people who are generous in sharing their 
creative gifts. Enjoy!  

 

Ruth Ann Tiesburg 
presented this lovely 
basket of hand-made 
Ukrainian Easter eggs 
to St. John's on Holy 
Saturday, March 31. 
She offered to teach a 
class for anyone 
interested! 

Email lighthouse@cheqnet.net to learn more!  

 

Stacy Craig, our UCC Intern, has been posting 
magnificent photographs and inspirational words of 
wisdom on St. John’s Facebook page.  

Here’s one of Stacy’s 
postings: 

Psalm 23 is one of the 
readings for this week. 
How have you 
experienced being led 
by quiet waters? 

Stacy comments, 
“Inspired by Earth Day, this quote really spoke to me this 
past April.” 

 

Pastor Marina Lachecki 
teaching an "Alleluia" canticle to 
Neenah Marano at worship on 
April 22, 2018. 

The photo is a bit fuzzy, but the 
quality of Marina’s lovely 
soprano voice is always crystal 
clear! And what a joy for her to 
sing with young people. 

Holly Tourdot 
has expanded 
the beautiful 
scenery 
adorning the 
Fellowship Hall 
kitchen 
cabinets. Stop 
by and enjoy 
Holly’s artistry.  

Holly writes on 
her website, 
“Moments in nature give many of us our first glimpse of 
Presence – being in the moment without language or 
thought, as if we are seeing a beauty for which we have 
no words. 

“Once, it was about seeing Madeline Island. Now, after 
fifteen years of living here year-round, I am a part of 

Madeline Island and it 
is a part of me. 
Madeline Island has 
engulfed me and 
brought me the inner 
peace of finding home.” 

To enjoy more of 
Holly’s painting, visit 
her website at 
http://hollytourdot.com/ 

 

Calling All Fiber Artists 

The Sanctuary Gallery (our church walls!) need your art. 

For the past number of years, we have used the Season 
of Spirit (Pentecost) to uplift the spirit of creativity working 
through our local artists. In the past, we have been 
blessed with painters and 
photographers. This summer, we 
want to focus on fiber artists: 
weavers, quilters, felters, paper 
collage artists. 

Contact the church office manager 
Susan Sabre or Pastor Marina 
Lachecki if you would like to ‘show’ 
your creativity June, July, or August. 

Pictured is Lenten art shield designed by Steve McHugh 
entitled “Something for the Pain” 

Bazaar – August 2 

Doing any spring cleaning? Don’t toss 
your good stuff! Donate it to the Bazaar! 
But please… find another home for your 
not-so-good stuff!!!  

Want to get involved for one hour or 
one day? Contact Bill Green to find a 
volunteer role that suits your time and 
interests! bill@doublejcourt.com 

“The eyes of the future are looking back at us and they 
are praying for us to see beyond our own time. They 
are kneeling with hands clasped that we might act with 
restraint, that we might leave room for the life that is 
destined to come. To protect what is wild is to protect 
what is gentle. Perhaps the wilderness we fear is the 
pause between our own heartbeats, the silent space 
that says we live only by grace. Wilderness lives by 
this same grace. Wild mercy is in our hands.” 

― Terry Tempest Williams, 
Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

 

AUGUST  

2 
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Woods Hall Announces New Retail Manager 

By Pastor Marina 

The Woods Hall Board is pleased to announce we have 
hired Hilary Nelson, Flame and Stone Studio, as our new 
Retail Manager. She comes to Woods Hall with 5 years 
of experience operating her own jewelry studio, which 

focuses on silversmithing. 
She also worked as 
Assistant Manager and 
Board Director for the La 
Pointe Center Gallery for 
six years. Her vast 
experience as an artist, in 
retail, social media, 
scouting artists, managing 
inventory and displaying 
merchandise seems to be 
a perfect fit. 

She will be joined by 
continuing staff members 
Barry Sterling as our 

Bookkeeper, Joan Watts as the Gallery Assistant, and 
Holly Marie Tourdot as our Website Manager.  

Please stop by Woods Hall 
and welcome her to the team. 

We are extremely grateful to Michele Auger for serving as 
our Interim Manager over the winter months, and to Joan 
Slack, our former manager, who created a new look for 
our gallery after a major renovation last season. She will 
continue to work with our three studios, weaving, pottery, 
and jewelry, with a schedule of demonstrations and 
workshops this summer season. 

 

Calling all Camera Crews! 

We are still recruiting new “streaming” volunteers. It’s 
VERY easy! Glenn Carlson will train you how to set up 
St. John’s iPhone to record a worship service so we can 
post it online for people who want to e-worship.  We need 
iPhone operators beginning Sunday, July 1.  Contact 

Glenn Carlson to sign up 
glenncarlson453@gmail.com. Watch 
for announcements about a group 
training this summer.  

To build a sustainable program, we 
are recruiting – and training –  new 
iPhone operators.  Would you be 
willing to sign-up for live-streaming 
future services this year, as is done 
for other critical aspects of our 
worship services (readers, lay 
ministers, ushers, refreshments)? 

With your help, St. John’s can 
continue making worship and spiritual 
enrichment accessible for all – 
whenever and wherever they may be.  

 

“I Like It!” 

Do you like St. John’s? Have you ‘Liked’ St. John’s? To 
receive weekly updates, reflections, and moments of 
beauty from the island, 'Like' our Facebook page: St. 
Johns UCC on Madeline Island 
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsonMadelineIsland/ 

In a project shepherded by our intern, Stacy Craig, we 
are beginning to use our Facebook page not only as a 
place for announcements of upcoming activities, but as a 
place of inspiration. She 
hopes to work with others in 
posting 2-3 pictures and 
words of inspiration a week for 
the summer months. We 
hope, as a ministry to engage 
people with the voice of the 
Creator, the voice of Jesus 
who walked on this earth to 
show us the Way of goodness 
and mercy, and the voice of the Spirit which dwells 
strongly here on Madeline Island. 

People livestreaming our weekly services will also find 
the Bulletin on our Facebook page to follow along during 
worship. 

And, coming soon…… 

A Website! ... which is being nurtured by Council members 
Rob Karwath and Lee Baker and Intern Stacy Craig. 

Want to share your ideas? Weigh in with suggestions? 
Share your social media expertise? Help shape St. John’s 
future foray into online communications and social media?  
Send an email to Stacy stacymariecraig@gmail.com to 
participate in a focus group to help guide the 
website’s development.  

Hmmm… Something’s Different! 

Watch for some new additions in and around our church 
and spiritual campus… coming in May! 

We’re adding a new sign that reads: 

Welcome to St. John’s Church and Spiritual Campus 

Walk the Labyrinth and Gardens 

Create and Discover Art at Woods Hall 

Worship and Explore Spirituality 

Nurture Body, Mind and Spirit 

And, you’ll soon see this new banner: 

BE THE CHURCH 

Protect the environment. 

Care for the poor. 

Forgive often. 

Reject racism.  

Fight for the powerless. 

Share earthly and spiritual 

resources. 

Embrace diversity. 

Love God. 

Enjoy this life.  
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Prayer Changes Things 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

Many people struggle with prayer.  We can be intimidated 
by those who seem to know what to say and just how to 
say it. Our fear of not getting it “right” leaves us frustrated 
and more than a little anxious when praying with 
others.   FYI: God doesn’t care if we get it “right.” He just 
wants to hear from us! 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray 
also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel...”    Ephesians 6:18-19 
 

Prayer is our lifeline to God. We need to talk to Him, 
listen to Him, and just enjoy His presence.   You may 
want to try something new during this week to help 
refresh and inspire your prayer life or maybe this is the 
time when you will embark on your own prayer journey 
with God. Some ideas to consider may be to: 

• Meditate on Scripture—choose one verse, phrase, 
or word to meditate on and ask God what He wants 
to say to you (Psalm 119:78), pray this scripture 
back to God, use the ACTS method to structure 
your prayer time(Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, & Supplication), or pick up the 
devotional written for Prayer Week. 

• Sing and pray the Psalms — sing it to a tune you 
know or create one as you go along. (Psalm 
68:32). Sing your favorite hymn or worship song as 
a prayer to God. 

• Journal in prayer — Writing may help you to stay 
focused and be able to express your thoughts more 
clearly. Write down your prayer requests/answers, 
or write down Bible verses that speak to you. 

• Find a prayer partner — “where two or more are 
gathered in my name” (Matthew 18:20). Encourage 
those in your small group to pray together. 

• Take a prayer walk and listen to God speak 
through Creation (Psalm 19:1). 

• Take time for a mini-retreat and be still before Him 
(Lamentations 3:25-29). Get away where there are 
no distractions and let God talk to you. 

• Develop your own “prayer closet” and find a regular 
time and place to pray (Psalm 27:14). 

 
The benefits of prayer include: 

• spiritual connection with God (Psalm 16:11),  

• assurance of God’s unconditional love (Romans 
8:35-39),  

• meaning and purpose in life (I John 1:1-3),  

• strength to face each day (Isaiah 41:10), and  

• peace in our lives (Philippians 4:6-7).    

There has been some research done that shows that 
prayer is good medicine (go 
to www.faithandhealthconnection.org).  

Prayer is the place we bring our 
concerns and feelings about our 
situation or illness to God, and then let 
them go.  Drawing close to God can 
give us the peace, confidence, and 
strength to face our condition, knowing 
that He’ll meet our needs. 

 
If you would like more information about prayer, please 
see the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or go on-line 
to the National Day of Prayer Task Force 
at www.NationalDayofPrayer.org, ort to the Navigators at 
https://www.navigators.org/resource/praying-names-
attributes-god/ where you’ll find a 30-day plan to enrich 
your prayer time.  
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P. O. Box 14 
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual campus that welcomes all. 
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