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November 4th: Fall back one hour! 

Sailboat Sale Supports St. John’s 

St. John’s recently received a significant gift, thanks to 
the generosity of Andy Herriott. Andy decided it was time 
to sell his sweet sailboat, a 26’ Nimble Kodiak, and 
directed the proceeds to St. John’s. Because of Andy’s 

thoughtful donation, St. 
John’s is better able to 
support outreach and 
mission projects that 
benefit the entire 
Madeline Island 
community.  

And there’s even more 
good news. The 
Kodiak’s new owner is 

a Madeline Island sailor, so we’ll continue to see this 
sailboat cruising along on the waters of our favorite lake.  

Donating the sale of large items is a generous way to 
contribute to St. John’s. If you are interested in selling a 
boat, car, cabin, or other significant personal property, 
please contact Pastor Marina or Bill Green, Council 
Treasurer, at bill@doublejcourt.com. They will help you 
understand your options.  

 

 

Hmmm… Where Have I Seen That? 

How do you like the artwork that divides each article in 
this edition of the Lighthouse? Does it look familiar? A 
larger version appears on the Lighthouse masthead. Can 
you place it?  

Answer: It’s the stained glass on top of St. John’s 
marquee. Credit goes to Joe McCarthy for designing and 
creating this art as a gift to St. John’s. Joe depicted the 
St. John’s “campus” (from left to right): Woods Halls, 
Memorial Gardens, St. John’s Church, Parsonage garage 
and house. Thank you, Joe, for your creativity! 

 

November’s Events and Happenings 

1 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

2 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

2 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

4 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

4 Full Moon Circle for Women, 7:00 pm 

4 CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS! FALL BACK ONE HOUR! 

5 
All Saints’ Sunday Worship and Communion, 10:00 
am. We will be lighting candles for all those in our 
community who have passed within the last year.  

5 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

5 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 11:15 am 

7 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

8 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

8 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

8 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm 

9 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

9 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

11 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

12 Worship, 10:00 am 

14 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

15 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

16 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

16 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

18 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

19 Worship, 10:00 am 

19 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 11:15 am 

21 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

21 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

25 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

26 Thanksgiving Worship Service, 10:00 am 

26 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 11:15 am 

28 Walking Club, 10:00 am 

29 Soup Supper, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

30 Adult Education, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

30 Christmas Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 pm 

Looking Ahead 

Dec 16 Community Christmas Program: A Season of 
Miracles, 6:30 pm 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 4:00 pm 
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The Pastoral Column 

November 1, 2017, All Saints’ Day 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I returned to work officially on 
Wednesday, October 18. 

My husband Jim, now 
recovering slowly and surely 
from two major surgeries, sang, 
“Happy Work Day” to me, to the 
tune of Happy Birthday. I loved 
it! I was so happy to be 
returning to the Island and my 
call here as pastor. 

In some ways, it was a birthday, a re-birthing... 

… of his life which was so threatened by an aortic 
dissection, which many don’t survive; 

… of our life together as we had time to walk through 
untended grief over health losses and family deaths 
over the last four years, as well as spending three 
months focused on being husband and wife; 

… of looking seriously at the frenzied pace I was 
keeping to meet the needs of my family, including 
memory loss for Jim and diminished energy due to a 
recent small stroke, and this vital and growing 
ministry on Madeline Island. 

We had time between hospital stays, doctor’s 
appointments and quiet mending, to talk and talk and talk. 
Each morning, I would make tea, light candles, pray for 
Jim, my family, the Island and her people, the medical 
people who gave us this new life together, and all those 
who stepped into leadership and served this island 
ministry in my absence. 

I continued to pray for our nation, for people and animals 
surviving floods, hurricanes, fires and tornadoes, for the 
well-being of the disadvantaged and lost, for God’s 
creation, and for peaceful pathways in a world that 
remains distrustful, tense and angry.  

After prayer, Jim and I would touch base, during breakfast 
and before our walk. We spoke of what we were learning 
from all things, both individually and as a couple, and 
what our future might hold. 

I returned to lead worship on Sunday, October 22. There 
was a standing ovation, and I was presented with a lovely 
bouquet of flowers. Of course, I cried, bowing in gratitude 
to this beloved community. 

Jim shared a bit of his journey and our gratitude, and then 
I read from the assigned 2nd reading from Paul’s letter to 
the Thessalonians [1 Thess.1], one of his beloved 
congregations: 

Grace to you and peace from our God, and the Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in 
my prayers, constantly remembering before our God 

your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope. For we know, brothers and sisters, beloved 
by God, that he has chosen you to be imitators of the 
Lord. 

I went on to list all the ways that this ministry we have 
created together over the past two decades … and 
counting! ... was moved forward:  

• Many preached, were lay readers or ministers 
and guided our worship; 

• Some were members of a team on ‘squeezy’ 
patrol tending to the continually-flooding 
parsonage basement; 

• Some carried on the summer ministries of 
leadership on church council or the board of 
Woods Hall; 

• Others led music and sang in a summer choir; 

• Some served fellowship or tended to the 
enormous work involved in hosting the Bazaar; 

• People took turns leading Balance Exercise for 
Seniors; 

• And many held Jim and I in prayer. We both 
needed it, and felt its power. 

• Many sent emails or wrote notes that said, “it was 
your turn to be held in prayer and helped by this 
community.” 

I repeated the sentence from 1 Thessalonions: 

“You have become imitators of the Lord.” 

You were the body of Christ. 

You were the church. 

 

In gratitude, respect and awe, 

Pastor Marina 

 

 

Full Moon Circle 

This month’s Full Moon Circle is on Sunday, 
November 4.  We will honor and light 
candles for all our ancestors. It is a time of 
remembering. Consider joining others in 
Spirit on this special Sunday by taking time 
to light a candle, and remember your own 
ancestors and the ‘cloud of witnesses’ to 
life, and faith, and the love of God.  

Contact St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 

Parsonage             715-747-3903 

Church Office phone            715-747-3945 

Church Office email            stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 

Lighthouse Editor                          LB@sprintmail.com 
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A Church in Crisis? 

OR 

When the Pastor is Away, the Church Mice 
Do All the Work! 

By Pastor Marina 

One mid-summer Thursday, the pastor is here on the 
Island. 

The following day, she is in Duluth with a family medical 
emergency. 

Two weeks later, she is granted a 3-month family medical 
leave to care for her husband, and for her own-well-being. 

While a Care Committee was meeting with the pastor 
discerning what was needed on a personal level, the 
Church Council was meeting about what was needed as 
a church and community, including a conversation with 
the UCC Association Minister, Rev. Rob McDougall. He 
asked a good question, “Do you want me to send an 
interim minister to help?”  They gave a typical Island 
answer: “No, thank you. We have this covered.” 

And we did! 

Pastor Marina and her husband returned to worship on 
Sunday, October 22, and hosted a luncheon in 
thanksgiving for all who helped. Pastor Marina then called 
a ‘talking circle’ for all gathered to share their experience 
in response to three questions: 

What did you observe during this time? 

Can you name one positive aspect? 

Were there any concerns? 

There seemed to be consensus at how well the church 
functioned and how people stepped up. Howard Dallin 
commented that “No one said ‘No’ when I asked them to 
preach.”  

Council President Lee Baker commented, “The 
community rallied, people stepped into leadership roles, 
and our church life continued. One thing that struck me 
was how everyone felt prepared and ‘authorized’ to make 
decisions, take initiative, resolve issues, and keep all the 
plates spinning.”  

Debbie Knopf gave a wonderful explanation, “This is 
family, and this is what family does. You pitch in. We are 
a strong, healthy and connected family.” That sentiment 
of being strong was further exemplified by high school 
senior, Danny Pass. “To a teenager, strength is muscle 
and brawn. Strength in a church is way different. Most 
churches may have freaked out without a pastor or 
interim. But we were strong. Our family stepped up 
together.” 

Danny’s mom, Sue, and Council member Gwen Smith 
Patterson, spoke to the initial fear, not for the church, but 
for Jim and Pastor Marina. “It was scary for all of us to 
see what had happened to them,” Sue offered. Gwen 
added, “I never prayed so hard than in the last three 
months.”  Church Office Manager Susan Sabre said she 

was grateful for the miracle. “It was a remarkable 
teaching for all of us, and a blessing to be of service.”  

Asked to comment on positive aspects, the following was 
heard: 

-- The sermons blew me out of the water! [Julie Stryker] 

-- Amazed at how well everyone did. [Louise McCray] 

-- It was a privilege to be a part of this community, to 
see it in action. Truly a gift. [Beth Speckein] 

-- We understood that we could do this together and 
that the church is the church, not one person or group 
of people. [Rob Karwath] 

Rob then submitted a response to the questions about 
concerns. 

The church community, on the island and afar, was 
concerned about Jim and Marina and wanted more 
information. People didn't want to pry. They were simply 
and legitimately concerned. The quick onset of Jim's 
medical crisis meant that it all happened fast and that we 
couldn't respond as well as we would have liked. That 
happens. As we discussed at a recent church Council 
meeting, it does point out the need for a crisis plan and 
especially a crisis communications plan for the church 
when another crisis happens. It will, so we should work 
now to develop a plan with a strong communications 
component for responding when it does. I would be happy 
to work with the Council and others on this.  

And that is how all this happens: someone sees a need 
and offers to help. Gwen again commented, “I saw a 
congregation turn into a family, and work together to keep 
things going. And though I know that it was a lot of work 
organizing things in the beginning, it felt seamless and 
without stress.” 

Well, maybe some stress. But there is a wonderful 
process outlined in Paul’s letter to the Romans, Chapter 
5, during their time of crisis, 

We boast in our hope…but we also boast in our 
suffering, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 

Suffering. 

Endurance. 

Character (s) 

Hope 

Spirit. 

 

Sounds like the Island.  
Miigwech, Moningwaakaning  

  



 

Food Allergies Complicate Holiday Feasting 

By Becky Hogan, Parish Nurse 

Thanksgiving is a time of coming together with family 
and friends and giving thanks for the joys in life. And 
food. Thanksgiving is also about lots and lots of 
food.  For most of us, the quantity and variety of foods 
offered at Thanksgiving feasts means only that we may 
have to wear our fat pants, take a long nap after dinner, 
or maybe hit the gym a few more times.  For the millions 
of Americans with food allergies, however, the feast can 
be a nightmare. Approximately 12 million people in the 
U.S. have food allergies.  That’s 4% of the population.    

A food allergy is an immune system response.  The 
body mistakes a specific food as a harmful substance 
and creates antibodies to fight it. The next time you eat 
that food, the antibodies sense it and signal your 
immune system to release a chemical called histamine, 
causing the symptoms of an allergic reaction.    

Food intolerance is often confused with food 
allergy.  Food intolerance is much more common, less 
serious, and does not involve the immune system.  It 
occurs when the digestive system is unable to properly 
break down food.  Lactose intolerance is the most 
common form of food intolerance.  

The most common food allergies are to milk, eggs, 
peanuts, wheat, soy, fish, shellfish, and tree nuts.  In 
people with food allergies, even a tiny amount of the 
food can trigger an immune response.  An allergic 
response varies depending on the level of sensitivity to 
and the amount of food you were exposure to. 

Symptoms usually develop within a few minutes to two 
hours after eating the offending food.  Food allergies can 
occur even the first time you eat a food.  Allergy 
symptoms can include runny nose, itchy skin, rash or 
hives, tingling in tongue or lips, tightness in throat, 
hoarse voice, wheezing, cough, nausea, vomiting, 
stomach pain, or diarrhea. 

Anaphylactic shock is a severe allergic reaction that 
often includes swelling of the face, lips, mouth, and 

throat and it can lead to a drop in blood pressure, shock 
and unconsciousness.  If you suspect an anaphylactic 
reaction is occurring, call 9-1-1 immediately!  Don’t wait 
to see if the symptoms will go away.  Emergency 
treatment is critical because it can be fatal. 

The only treatment for food allergies is to avoid the food 
that causes the allergy. Your doctor may prescribe 
medicines to help relieve the symptoms that you 
experience: 

 Antihistamines for mild itching, swelling, rash, 
runny nose, or headache 

 Skin creams to soothe rashes 

 Epinephrine (Epi-Pen) to prevent anaphylactic 
shock 

There is no cure for food allergy.  Management includes 
knowing about your food allergy, avoiding those 
specific foods, and the development of an emergency 
treatment plan in the event of accidental exposure.  The 
plan should include: 

 Recognition of the symptoms of a reaction 

 What to do for your symptoms 

 Location and information about epinephrine, 
antihistamines, or other medications 

 Medical alert bracelet with your allergy information 

When cooking Thanksgiving feast for people with food 
allergies, their safety is a foremost concern. Check the 
labels on the ingredients you buy – the eight major 
allergens are required to be listed if they are present.  So 
remember, when in doubt, leave it out! 

If you want more information on food allergies, please 
see the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. I also found 
good information on food allergies at: 

Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network 
at www.foodallergy.org,  

American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, & 
Immunology at www.aaaai.org/patients   

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
at www.niad.nih.gov/topics/foodallergy 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.webmd.com/hw-popup/food-allergy
http://www.foodallergy.org/
http://www.aaaai.org/patients
http://www.niad.nih.gov/topics/foodallergy


 

Soup Suppers Nourish Body and Soul 

Come for nourishment of the body, mind, and soul! Join 
us every Wednesday, 6:00 – 8:00 pm to share soup and 
bread, connection, and 
community. Soup Suppers are 
mid-week gatherings often 
guided by an article or book, 
events affecting our 
community, or conversation 
about things that matter in our 
hearts. Families are welcome; we have a children’s area 
for quiet play and a format that is flexible.  

 

Christmas Choir Rehearsals 

Christmas Choir rehearsals 
continue each Thursday at 4:30 
pm and Sunday at 11:15 am 
through December 14, with 
Thanksgiving week rehearsal 
on Tuesday, November 21. 

Come join our Community Christmas Program: A Season 
of Miracles on December 16 at 6:30 pm. 
 

 

Adult Education Explores Middle Ages 

Adult  Education programs 
continue every Thursday 
throughout the fall and winter. 
Join Pastor Marina at 11:00 
am at the Parsonage for 
discussion and exploration 
about spiritualities of the 
Middle Ages, using a DVD 
series to prompt new learning 
and perspectives.  

 

 

Fellowship and Fitness Walking Club 

The Walking Club will now meet at 10:00 am! Note the 
time change! Everyone is invited to the Tuesday 
Fellowship and Fitness 
Walking Club. Meet at 
10:00 am in St. John’s 
parking lot. From 
there, the group will 
take off for a brisk 
walk to enjoy some 
physical activity, look 
for signs of the coming of autumn, and share topics of 
communal interest.  

 

Community of Helpers to the Rescue 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
quickly rallied and responded to a plea 
for help following recent flooding 
events. Our first problem occurred 
when a valve on the sump pump blew 
in the Fellowship Hall, flooding the 
cleaning closet and Food Shelf area. 
The second was when a 1.5-foot 
seiche forced Lake Superior’s water to 
assault our shoreline. Because of quick responders and 
creative problem solvers, the food in the Food Shelf was 
rescued, the sump pump was repaired, and sandbags 
barricaded the church from rising waters.  Sincere 
appreciation to: 

Molly Andary  Casey Ashe 
David Boone  Michael Brenna 
Carl Brooks   Glenn Carlson 
Marty Curry   Clayton & Clair Douglass 
Ralph Imholte  Debbie Knopf 
Kyle Kruchten  Cecelia Lucas 
Arnie Nelson  Brian Nelson 
Nate Nelson  Carol Neubauer 
Gwen Smith Patterson Susan Sabre 
Ben Schram  Jerry & Beth Speckein 
Julie Stryker  Pete Wiggins 
Barb With 

Editor’s Note: I know there were many other “helpers to 
the rescue.” I apologize if I have omitted your name from 
this list! 

St. John’s appreciates all the many people who, out of the 
goodness of their hearts, lend a hand when someone 
needs help, or something needs doing at our church. We 
are a remarkable community indeed! 

 

 

Our Pantry is Bountiful! 

Thanks to your generosity, St. John’s Food Shelf is well 
stocked. This ministry is important to many Madeline 
Island individuals and families who need assistance.  

Our Food Shelf doesn’t happen 
without the help of many people. 
Hats off to:  

• Council member Gwen Smith 
Patterson who manages the 
Food Shelf, 

• The Pub Restaurant who cleans out its refrigerators 
and freezers at the end of every season and 
donates its leftover food, including exotic cheeses, 
meats, unique types of bread, and lots of produce; 

• Jim and Judi Patterson and Penny Gill who helped 
unload all the food donated by the Pub;  

• and all those “church mice” who drop off extra food 
products throughout the year to share with others.  

We appreciate your help in feeding hungry neighbors. 



 

Parsonage Repairs and Improvements 

As you all know, Lake Superior’s level is rising! That’s 
been creating havoc in the Parsonage basement with 
water flooding in through foundation cracks. Council 
members Julie Stryker, Glenn Carlson, and Gwen Smith 
Patterson plus some St. John’s members including Penny 
Gill and Michael Collins have been regulars on the 
“squee-gee squad,” battling the flooding to prevent 
damage to the Parsonage and Marina and Jim’s personal 
possessions.  

St. John’s recently received an 
anonymous gift from a generous 
donor to help resolve these issues. 
Funds from this gift were used to 
install new gutters on all sides of the 
Parsonage. Surprisingly, the 
Parsonage never had gutters when 
it was built! These new gutters will 
route rain and snow melt away from 
the Parsonage, preventing water from seeping back down 
to the foundation walls and getting back into the 
basement.  

Repair work also includes 
removing damaged wood 
walls and materials, 
professional cleaning and 
mold abatement in the 
basement, and sealing and 
epoxying the basement cracks 
next spring. Hats off to the 

loyal squee-gee squad and everyone who is helping 
restore the Parsonage basement!     

 

 

 

What! Me? Give a Sermon? 

By Lee Baker 

Howard Dallin assumed the role of lining up guests to 
give sermons each Sunday during Pastor Marina’s recent 
leave of absence. Howard reported that everyone said, 
“Yes!”  

That being said, the idea of giving a sermon was a bit 
daunting… at least, it was to me!  

Marina encouraged me to include excerpts from my 
sermon to help people know more about me. You’ve seen 
my name as Lighthouse editor, and more recently as 
newly elected Council President. But who is this Lee 
Baker? What follows is a reflection about how I crafted 
my sermon intertwined with a significantly abridged 
version of my sermon to tell you more about who I 
am…… 

The Gospel lesson on the Sunday when I preached was 
the Parable of the Tenants (Matthew 21: 33-46). In short, 
it’s a story about a landowner who plants a vineyard and 
employs tenants to manage the vineyard. However, the 

tenants prove to be greedy, unethical and immoral. Jesus 
tells the parable to admonish the religious leaders and 
elders for exploiting their power and leading unjustly.   

Being far from a biblical scholar, I turned to the almighty 
Internet for help in interpreting this parable and 
understanding its context in biblical history. Sharon 
Ringe, a professor at Wesley Theological Seminary, 
comments on this parable explaining that, “Jesus' 
collision with the Jerusalem leadership is a thread running 
through the whole Gospel, just as the church would later 
be in conflict with the synagogue as both communities 
attempted to deal with the consequences of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and of the temple. The 
arguments between them were most often not about 
religious practices, but about the temple leaders' collusion 
with exploitative economic and social policies of the 
Roman Empire." 

OK. Now I have some insights into the parable. From 
here, I had to figure out what lessons to glean from this 
parable, what aspects of the parable grabbed my 
attention, and what nuggets might be applicable to our 
lives today.  

I found myself considering how leaders (tenants) govern 
their nations (vineyards). What are the obligations leaders 
have to represent their people? What distinguishes a 
corrupt leader versus and compassionate leader? What 
happens to nations (vineyards) ruled by unethical 
autocrats versus principled leaders? 

So, I asked the congregation these questions: 

Are there leaders or rulers who, in your opinion, have 
usurped power and are wielding tyrannical influence over 
others? Who are leaders and rulers who have substituted 
benevolent leadership with practices of injustice, 
immorality, and persecution? Who are the unethical 
tenants who deserve to be removed from their vineyards?  
What vineyards are being controlled by leaders who 
impose civil, religious, or political discrimination or 
repression?  

History, as well as our world today, is full of examples of 
rulers who misuse and abuse their positions. Too many 
times, leaders stand behind rules and edicts that serve 
not the rights of the citizens; rather, those rules and 
edicts protect and preserve a corrupt ruler’s power, 
position, and wealth.  

What are some of these examples? The examples are 
endless! The challenge was selecting only a few to weave 
into my sermon.  

What immediately came to mind was Ambrogio 
Lorenzetti’s Allegory of 
Good and Bad 
Government, a series 
of 6 colorful frescos 
that adorn the walls of 
the main room of the 
Town Hall in Siena, 
Italy. Aimed at the city 
council and Siena’s ruling families, they represent the 
contrast between peace and prosperity because of 



 

honest rule versus decay and ruin because of corruption 
and tyranny. The pre-Renaissance fresco painter was 
warning Siena’s rulers that injustice and oppression 
would destroy Siena. He was cautioning them to be 
faithful stewards of their vineyard. 

At the time I was preparing my sermon, I had also been 
reading Ken Follett’s newly released novel, A Column of 
Fire. It opens in the 1550’s at the time when Catholics 
and Protestants are vying for power and the Catholic 

Church is meting out violent, cruel 
punishments against suspected heretics. It 
is the time of political intrigue among the 
royal families of England, Scotland, France 
and Spain and the shrewd and often 
unscrupulous plotting of Mary Queen of 
Scots and Elizabeth Tudor.  

My reaction to reading A Column of Fire is the 
acceptance that religious conflict is natural, however the 
degree of intolerance for different religious beliefs is 
horrific. The book is filled with well researched accounts 
of Catholic bishops, people who were commissioned to 
be the champions of Jesus’ teachings, but were far more 
absorbed with distorting God’s will as a means of 
preserving their positions of power and living lives of 
wealth and privilege. And they schemed and connived to 
influence queens and kings to rule with complete 
contempt for any religious tolerance. A Column of Fire is 
an excellent example of a time when corrupt tenants were 
exerting oppressive rule over their vineyard.  

Injustice and oppression is the theme in another book I 
recently read. In Daring to Drive by Manal al-Sharif, a 
Saudi woman is imprisoned for challenging her 
Kingdom’s rules denying women the right 
to drive a car. As you know, this ruling was 
overturned just a few months ago and 
soon, women will be allowed to drive cars 
in Saudi Arabia. However, it’s not as easy 
as it may appear. Women are still required 
to have a male guardian sign their driver’s 
license permit application. Women need a 
male guardian’s permission to travel, obtain 
a passport, get married, sign a contract. Fathers, 
husbands, brothers, and sons still have endless control 
over a woman’s everyday life. By twisting the teachings of 
Muhammed, the Saudi Kingdom has imposed civil rights 
restrictions that degrade, punish, and oppress an entire 
gender. 

Another book jumped to mind as an example of 
oppressive rule. In the book Without You, There Is No 
Us, Suki Kim, a journalist, goes undercover to teach 
English to the sons of North Korea’s ruling class. Every 
day, the students sing praises to Kim Jong-il, North 
Korea’s leader prior to Kim Jong-un. They chant Without 

you, there is no motherland. Without you, 
there is no us. 

Kim is astonished by her students’ blind 
obedience to the regime, their unwillingness 
to question authority, and their adamant 
rejection of ideas about the real world that 

exists beyond North Korea’s borders. North Korea’s 
oppressive dictatorship continues to reign unjustly over 
people who are routinely hungry and impoverished, and 
risk torture and execution for the slightest expressions of 
dissent. In contrast, North Korean elite sidestep the 
crushing existence of its citizens. Again, another example 
of rulers who are inflicting hardship and cruelty in their 
vineyard.  

So what does the parable of the tenants and these 
examples of unethical, power-hungry leaders have to do 
with my life?  

I found myself asking: “What are 
my vineyards?” Many! I occupy a 
multitude of vineyards:  

 My family, my most important 
vineyard. My husband is Bake 
Baker, our boys are Ross (25) and Peter (20) 

 St. John’s Church for which I get to create our monthly 
Lighthouse. My professional background in marketing 
communications lends itself to promoting St. John’s 
news and keeping the church community well informed.  

 St. John’s Church Council where, as president, I work 
with a terrific group of people to manage all the 
business-related aspects of our church.  

 Madeline Island community where our family hangs out 
in a one-room log cabin that Bake built in the ‘70’s  

 my community in rural Afton, MN where I love to take 
walks in an expansive state park or spend time on the 
St. Croix River  

 my book club. I love to read, both fiction and non-
fiction, with a particular fondness for historical fiction 

 a small circle of my closest female friends with whom I 
love to laugh and from whom I gain energy and wisdom 

 my wider circle of friends and acquaintances who 
broaden my horizons and perspectives 

 my dearest friend and other alumni from Kenyon 
College where I majored in medieval European history  

 volunteer organizations (past and present) such as my 
kids’ sports teams and school committees 

 neighborhoods where I’ve lived in Baltimore, St. Louis, 
New York, San Francisco, San Juan, London (Factoid: I 
lived in 17 homes before getting married) 

 social media – yes, my e-vineyard!  

Now the harder question: Do I inhabit my vineyards as a 
corrupt tenant or an obedient tenant? While my actions 
are not as outrageous as the exploitive leadership in the 
books I’ve mentioned, I readily acknowledge my flaws. I 
can be stubborn, a lousy listener and reticent to 
apologize. And these are just a few! 

This parable compelled me to be examine the ways I 
behave in my vineyards and how I treat others. It 
underscores the value of working collaboratively, 
advocating for equity and justice, being respectful, and 
adhering to principles of tolerance. For me, it demands 
that I be a compassionate tenant of my multiple 
vineyards. Amen. 
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