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Bazaar Sets New Record 

$17,500!!!! A new record! 

Attracting the most attention were the 2 mopeds 
from the 70's. These helped people learn where the 
word "moped" came from….Motor + Pedal. Also 
piquing people’s interest was the fiberglass kayak. 

August 4th and 5th brought three tents full of 
recycled, repurposed and renewed materials for us 
all to sort through and claim. The narthex held the 
bake table and an upstairs library of books, CDs and 
DVDs; the fellowship hall hosted the ice cream 
sundaes and silent auction materials (over 100 
items) and Woods Hall’s pottery studio entrance 
provided delicious brats and burgers. 

What a team of leaders under the Bazaar Czar Bill 
Green and three generations of his family helpers: 
Penny Nelson (hot food), Marina Lachecki (books), 

Jean Busse (bake table), Doug and Barb Harding 
(sundaes), Dawn Michael and Chris Thompson 
(silent auction), Gina Russell, Lyn Green and Carol 
Neubauer (white elephant), Bill Green, Jerry 
Speckein (outdoor sales), Mimi Smith (clothing), Paul 
and Charlie Brummer (Bazaar tent set-up and take-
down).  

We could not do the bazaar without the help from 
the Youth Group of Messiah Lutheran Church in 
Mounds View, MN. Their group comes each year 
during the bazaar week, camps at Big Bay Town 
Park, and comes to the church the day before the 
bazaar to help set everything up. 

The wonderful news this year: the redistribution of 
materials after the bazaar: Bad River Reservation 
Flood Relief, organized by Barb With and Greg 
Thury; Care and Share Center in Ashland housed at 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church; New Day Shelter. 

Thanks to all who gave...all who organized and 
helped...all who bought. 

And a round of applause for Bill Green’s leadership! 

September’s Events and Happenings 

1 Visitation for Lester Solomon, 10:00 am, Funeral at 
11:00 am 

3 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

4 Worship and Communion, 10:00 am 

4 Blood Pressure Checks, 11:00 am 

6 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

6 Seminar on Aging, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
moderated by Howard Dahlin 

8 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

10 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

11 Worship, 10:00 am, Howard Dahlin preaching 

13 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

14 Woods Hall Board Meeting, 8:30 am 

14 St. John’s Council Meeting, 4:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

15 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

15 Thursday Theology, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

16 Full Moon Circle, 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

17 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

18 Worship, 10:00 am 

20 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

20 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

21 Soup Supper Discussion with Penny Gill, 6:00 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

22 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

22 Thursday Theology, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

24 Speak Your Peace: The Civility Project workshop, 
1:00 – 4:00 pm, St. John’s 

24 AA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

25 Worship, 10:00 am 

27 Walking Club, 9:00 am 

27 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

28 Soup Supper Discussion with Penny Gill, 6:00 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

29 Balance Exercise Class, 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

29 Thursday Theology, 11:00 am, Parsonage 

 

 

September Soup Suppers 

Everyone is 
welcome for food 
and fellowship on 
September 21 and 
28, 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
Penny Gill will 
lead discussions 
based on her book 

What in the World is Going On. Discover the 
interdependence each of us has with one another 
and the power these connections grant us. 

 



The Pastoral Column 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Do you have a prayer list? Notes on people or 
situations you want to offer support, energy, focus? 

For years, I have read my prayer list each morning, 
and revised it over the year, as new people are 
added, new community or world situations come into 
focus. 

There are four sections to my prayer list, those that 
need healing or are facing death; world and 
community concerns, from La Pointe to our country, 
to the brokenness and injustice in the world and to 
creation; sisters and brothers in faith in our 
community; and my family. They are always first. 

Do you have a special prayer time? Mine is in the 
morning, before dawn, before my day begins with its 
list of activities, meetings and chores.  

I make myself a cup of tea, feed the dog, then go 
upstairs to my meditation room, a place I set aside 
for communing with God. I begin my prayer time by 
lighting candles to each of the four directions, 
encompassing the world, the seasons of life, the 
teachings of each part of the day, from the dawn of 
newness to its close seeking guidance and wisdom.  

I light a special candle for my most current prayer 

requests, often gathered on Sunday as I greet 
people after worship—sometimes upcoming 
surgeries, trouble in a family relationship, a death. 

And then I light a candle for my own family, 
particularly the children.  

This summer, there were additional prayers offered. 
Each morning I would make a prayer tie and offer a 
simple prayer for the safety of my son, Ben, as he 
paddled around Lake Superior, and that the Creator 
would bless him with clarity and wisdom for the 
questions he carried upon the water. He left on the 
Summer Solstice, and returned to Madeline Island 
on August 11. Over 1300 miles. My prayers were 
answered...and I was supported by so many of you 

who also 
held him, 
and 
probably 
me, in 
prayer. 
Thank you. 

 

 

 

Ben and me when he left Bayfield 
on June 20, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I also offered prayers in the morning for my 
daughter, Carolyn. She, too, left on a journey the 
first part of July, two weeks after her brother left on 
his. She traveled to Singapore with her fiancé, Brian, 
to be introduced to his grandparents and other 

aunties and 
uncles. I held her 
in prayer as she 
was introduced to 
his family, to 
another culture, 
and participated 
in a traditional 
Chinese tea 
ceremony of 
welcome. She, 
too, traveled over 
deep waters, 
entering a time of 
profound change 
in her life. 

Carolyn Herman and 
Brian Loh, sipping tea 

in Singapore 

I remembered verses from Psalm 42: 

Deep calls to deep at the sound of Thy waterfalls, 

All Thy breakers and Thy waves have rolled over 
me. 

The Lord will command his lovingkindness in the 
daytime, 

and his song will be with me in the night. 

My step-son, Kaleb, and his family also traveled this 
summer, to their new community and home in 
Denver, Colorado. They traveled from Miami, 
Florida, from a sub-tropical culture of ocean and 
palm trees to the mountains and pines mid-
continent. My husband Jim and my step-daughter, 
Siri, are planning a fall trip to visit them. 

I remembered a reflection on traveling from the Irish 
teacher and poet in the Celtic spiritual tradition: 

“Every time you leave home, 
another road takes you 
into a world you were never in. 

New strangers on other paths await. 
new places that have never seen you 
will startle a little at your entry. 
Old places that know you well 
will pretend nothing 
changed since your last visit. 

When you travel, you find yourself 
alone in a different way, 
more attentive now 

to the self you bring along, 
Your more subtle eye watching 
you abroad; and how what meets you 
touches that part of the heart 
that lies low at home: 

How you unexpectedly attune 
to the timbre of some voice, 
opening a conversation 
you want to take in 
to where your longing 
has pressed hard enough 
inward, on some unsaid dark,’ 
to create a crystal of insight 
you could not have know 
you needed to illuminate 
your way. 

When you travel 
a new silence 
goes with you, 
and if you listen, 
you will hear what your heart would 
love to say...” 

                                        John O’ Donahue 

 
We live on an island named in honor of Madeline 
Cadotte. She was the daughter of a chief. Her 
Ojibwe name was Equasayway. It means ‘Traveling 
Woman’ in her language. 

Perhaps that is the core of a faith journey...to travel, 
to be open and vulnerable to what God will share 
and offer each day; to trust the Creator to guide us 
along the path, to places yet unseen, places and 
times which hold a teaching, a gift of wisdom, a new 
relationship, a pause to the din of our lives. 

Surely Jesus understood this. He asked his disciples 
to follow him on the journey of life, through the 
changes they would encounter, the challenges they 
would meet, the gift of a new world. 

Where have you traveled within the last year? 
What gifts of insight blessed you? 
Who were your companions on the journey, your 
Anam Cara, as O’Donahue would name them? 

May God bless you and keep you. 

May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

May God lift you up in his countenance, and give 
you peace. 

In peace, Pastor Marina 

 



Thoughtful Thursday Theology 

We have immersed ourselves in the study of the 
Apostle Paul and his writings and teachings through 

a Living the Questions course entitled, “Eclipsing 
Empire: Paul, Rome and the Kingdom of God.” 

 Theologians John 
Dominic Crossan 
and the late Marcus 
Borg share both 
their knowledge and 
glimpses of the land 
the apostle traveled. 
People come to 
listen, discuss, and 
engage in sharing 
other items they 
have discovered 

while on the journey with Paul.  

Colleen Jenson brought a newspaper clipping and a 
reflection of Paul’s conversation experience; Mort 
Cushman wrote to an Episcopal priest friend of his 
and we had the pleasure of reading his letter of 
discernment. Each week brings new questions in 
our journeys of faith, and new insights into the 
complex writings of Paul. By early October, we will 
return to an overview of the times of early 
Christianity with a PBS video entitled, “From Jesus 
to Christ: The First Christians.” 

Thoughtful Thursday Theology is open to any and 
all. Join us at the Parsonage at 11:00 am.  

 

St. John’s Adult Education 

By Penny Gill 

Marina and I gathered together two groups this 
summer, under the rubric of Adult Education.  The 

first: Jesus and Buddha: 
The Compassion 
Teachings, met in July and 
early August. The two texts 
were Marcus Borg: Jesus 
and Buddha: The Parallel 
Sayings and Thich Nhat 
Hanh: Living Buddha, Living 
Christ. 

It was a lively group, short term visitors and summer 
and year-round residents.  People were eager to 
both share and ponder their own spiritual and 
religious histories, and it was striking how many of 
us had wandered far afield from the religious 
practices of our families of origin. We agreed over 
and over, that this had deeply enriched our own faith 
journeys and understandings.  At the last session, 

we talked about Communities of Practice, why they 
are so important and how we might encourage each 
other to create them. 

The second group, meeting now, focuses on several 
aspects of aging.  At the first meeting, we discussed 
which aspects seem to need particular attention, in 
each our lives. Becky Hogan gave us a superb 
presentation on end of life planning, at our second 
meeting, encouraging each of us, repeatedly, to 
begin the conversations with our loved ones, who 
might well be making critical decisions for us if we 
no longer can.  Gloria Fennell spoke with us at our 
third session on the losses of aging, and Howard 
Dahlin will finish up at our fourth session, in early 
September, on senescence, the transition into true 
old age. 

 

Marina’s Walking Club 

The days may be getting 
shorter, but September 
is a fabulous month to 
enjoy our Island. Join 
Pastor Marina on 
Tuesdays at 9:00 am in 
St. John’s parking lot for 
3-4 miles of aerobic 
walking and fellowship! 
This month, Marina’s 
Walking Club only meets 
on September 20 & 27. 

Photo by Barbara With 

 

Balance Exercise Classes for Health  

Becky Hogan and Marge Smith co-lead Matter of 
Balance exercise classes every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall at St. 
John’s. These classes teach people how to shift 
their lifestyle and make environmental choices that 
help prevent falling. Join us for health and 
fellowship! 

 Woods Hall Showcases Artisans’ Creativity   

Visit Woods Hall Gallery and 
Studios to see everything 
happening this month. Better yet! 
Stop by and see our artisan’ work!  

 

 

http://www.woodshallcraftshop.com/
http://www.woodshallcraftshop.com/


Northland College and St. John’s 

For the last number of years, President Mike Miller, 
Northland College, Ashland, WI, has visited the 
Island on an August Sunday morning. He has come 
with various members of his staff [faculty, chaplain, 
Sigurd Olson Institute, development] to share news 
from the college. Northland College is a private 
liberal arts college with a progressive focus on the 
environment and sustainability. It is one of two 
colleges in Wisconsin affiliated with the United 
Church of Christ. 

How are we connected? 

 The values we share in contributing to the 
common good and leading meaningful lives. 

 Three of St. John’s recent pastors have served 
as college chaplains:  Rev. Phil Garrison, Rev. 
Lloyd Steffan (husband of Rev. Em Finney) 
and Rev. Marina Lachecki. 

 Deep Congregational roots: Through Rev. 
Wheeler who did missionary work on the 
Island [1841], and whose son helped to 
established North Wisconsin Academy in 
1892. 

 One of our seasonal residents, Jane Vogt, 
serves on the Board of Trustees. 

 Northland College students serve as interns in 
the Madeline Island Community Garden. 

 One of our summer residents, retired 
Professor of Political Science, Penny Gill, 
preached on that Sunday. 

In preaching the texts for the day [Jeremiah 23 and 
Luke 12], Gill challenged those gathered in the pew: 

“I think each reading is a powerful call, a 
demand, really, that the listener bite the bullet, 
stand up and take real adult responsibility, for 
each our posture towards the Sacred, our 
relationship with and our understanding of the 
speaker and the Word.” 

After unfolding the texts regarding the need for 
discernment in these times of disagreements and 
divisions (a true skill-set of a liberal arts institution), 
she closed with ‘one more suggestion:’ 

“Set your critical thinking mind aside for a while, 
and settle into the silence. Listen carefully for 

that quiet inner voice, that inner message, that 
inner teaching. As Jeremiah reminds us, ‘For it is 
Yahweh who speaks!’ 

As we become more receptive, we will be better 
able to live in deep integrity, undivided within 
ourselves, walking the Sacred Path, in each 
other’s company.”  

 

 

Radio Hour Salutes 1942 

Photo by Barb With 

Oh, what fun we had exploring the year 1942 in 
songs and news headlines. There was a surprise 
tribute to the creative talents of Todd Carlson and 
his part in the Buffalo Bean Commercials and 
Council President Glenn Carlson served as chief 
researcher and news anchor. Julie Stryker and Lois 
Carlson provided wonderful antics and island ‘news’ 
in their telephone operator skits. 

And singers .... wow!!! 
What is better than 
White Christmas, 
Chattanooga Choo-
Choo, Old Black 
Magic, Bei Mir Bist du 
Schoen, Java Jive and 
Deep Purple all in one 
show, just to name a 
few of the hits? 

The hope? For Madwood Promotion (Ric Gillman) to 
produce another Madeline Island Radio Hour from 
the material in time for Christmas! 

 

 

 



Annual Meeting Update 

This was no ordinary business meeting! 

In recognizing the times of change we are in, and 
the need for both information, discussion and shared 
ministry, we spent most of our meeting telling stories 
about our various ministries, saving the ‘business’ of 
accepting minutes, passing budgets and holding 
elections to the last 10 minutes of the meeting. 
A Shift. 

That was the theme of the WI Conference Annual 
Meeting where three members of council attended 
the June event on Green Lake in south-eastern 
Wisconsin: Pastor Marina, Julie Stryker and Gwen 
Smith Patterson. 

Participants were challenged to Shift from ‘the great 
lament of declining numbers, church closings, 
relevancy and financial instability’ and ‘celebrate a 
hope-filled future.’ 

And so, the Annual Meeting of St. John’s United 
Church of Christ on Madeline Island, held on August 
21, did just that. 

What ministries were uplifted? 

Carol Neubauer gave an overview of the renovated 
community kitchen in our fellowship hall. That’s 
right...a community kitchen where various 
community meetings [AA, La Pointe Center, Island 
Association, Woods Hall) and gatherings (Easter 
breakfast, community funerals, Christmas concert, 
community Thanksgiving) are held, including 
canning workshops by the Madeline Island 
Community Garden.  

Glenn Carlson shared information on the 
establishment of an endowment for maintaining our 
campus over time, through the Apostle Islands Area 
Community Fund. 20% of our budget goes to 
maintaining the church, Memorial Park, parsonage 

and Woods Hall. 

Pastor Marina talked about the renovation of the 
Memorial Park to include a labyrinth, a place for 
walking meditation, which has already been used by 
the council, a UCC clergy group, the Breast Cancer 
Recovery retreat, and many families traveling to 
Joni’s Beach on a summer afternoon. 

Glenn Carlson 
distributed wonderful 
and LARGE heads 
of organic garlic 
grown at the 
Community Garden, 

a ministry envisioned and supported by the church in 
2009-10.  

Barry Sterling shared the good news of our 
community development ministry at Woods Hall: 
over 80 artists and growing, a successful building 
campaign with construction beginning this fall. 

Information was shared about the various Bay area 
ministries we support by tithing 10% of our budget to 
other ministries: Northland College, St. Joseph’s on 
Madeline Island, the New Day Shelter for Survivors 
of Domestic Violence in Ashland, the Chequamegon 

Humane Society and the Madeline Island 
Community Garden. 

Other issues of note? 

Pastor Marina outlined the process for her 
retirement in the future. It is a process that was 
discussed as part of the Strategic Plan, recognizing 

that at some point in the future, she will complete 
her work here. In the future, not now. She’s only 64 
years old! One year from retirement, she will 
announce to the council and community, giving us 
all a year to put the house in order, complete tasks, 
turn over the ministry to be guided by a lay team and 
council. The Association Minister will meet with the 
Council to develop a church profile, describing our 
ministry and our needs for this dynamic community-
based ministry we have created together over the 
past 21 years. Then the profile will be available to 
any UCC minister in the United States to apply. The 
entire United States. Rest assured, God will call and 
provide new leadership. Sometime in the future, not 
now. 

We also passed a motion to define membership on 
Church Council or the Woods Hall board as 
worshipping attendance. We wanted to place the 
emphasis on leadership as connecting with and 
supporting the worshipping community for at least 
one year prior to serving in a leadership capacity 
within St. John’s. In support of that motion, Pastor 
Marina read from the constitution of St. John’s 
church in 1946: 

Name: The Brotherhood of St. John’s Memorial 
Church 

Purpose: To advance the interests of the 
Kingdom in our own heart and life in our 
community and beyond. 

Membership: Anyone who can subscribe to the 
purpose of the organization as expressed above.  

According to Julie Stryker, Council member, “St. 
John’s is ahead of the curve in understanding and 
developing ministries in this time of a deep spiritual 
paradigm shift.” 

And that is good news. 

 



In Memorium 

Lester Edward Solomon; born May 27th 1947, met 
with his Creator on Monday August 22, 2016 at 
11:02 pm. 

Lester was born on the Isabella Indian Reservation 
in Mount Pleasant Michigan to a farming Father; 
Edward V. Solomon and a loving mother; Adelia 
(Reyes) Kahgegab. He spent his infancy with his 
brother Bernard William (Leder) Solomon in their 
loving embrace before being forcibly removed by a 
government agency and placed at the Lapeer Home 
for Boys. Lester spent his life searching for answers 
inside of himself and in the world around him while 
passing his days with friends and Family. He 
married Patricia Childers and had two sons; Martin 
Bernard Solomon and Charles Odell Solomon.   

He retired from General Motors as a janitor, working 
for many years in the Pontiac Plant making friends 
and “doing a good job cleaning up everyone else’s 
mess.” He was a proud member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribal Nation of Michigan and 
loved “being a Chippewa Indian”. He moved back to 
Mount Pleasant and took an active part in Church, 
Sobriety Events and Bingo. He lived for a while at 
the Andahwod tribal care facility working as a part 
time employee in the lost and found and became a 
community fixture cruising the Rez on his 3 wheel 
pedal bike (which he notoriously used to escape 
from the Care facility and prompting several APB’s 
from Tribal/State/County Police to be on the look out 
for “an Indian on a three wheel bike”.) He moved to 
Madeline Island (Moningwanakuaning Minis) in his 
later years and spent hours riding his “hot rod” bike 
back and forth on the quiet streets, watching the 
leaves fall, the waves roll on shore, listening to the 
peace and quiet of the woods and watching the sun 
set. 

Lester fought a life long battle against alcohol and 
attended AA throughout his adult life. He ended his 
life with 7 years of sobriety under his belt and 
frequently listened to his Big Book and other AA 
publications on Tape. He was very proud of his 
sobriety and could talk for hours on the joys of 
sobriety and struggles of alcoholism. 
Lester also waged a life long battle against 
cigarettes. In the waning days of his life he would 
regret his cigarette use and said, “he wishes he 
could tell everyone to not smoke” as he fought for 
breath. 

He loved his oldies rock n roll and old time country 
and would sit for hours with his CD player and listen 
to the Big Bopper, Elvis, Merle Haggard and Johnny 
Cash. He loved small trinkets and living on Madeline 
Island.  He had a passion for all things Wrestling 

and would watch WWE Smackdown; cheering on 
heroes like John Cena and Sheamus while 
reminiscing about yesterday’s legends like Andre 
the Giant and The Iron Skeik (he even had a one-
time stint as a wrestler in his younger days against 
the “mean lady wrestlers” of Detroit.) He loved 
goulash and country fried steak with mashed 
potatoes. He hated liver, decaf coffee and people 
“bossing him around.” 

His father Edward V Solomon, his mother Adelia 
Reyes Kahgegab and his brother Bernard W. Leder 
preceded him in death. His two sons Martin and 
Charles and his 8 grandchildren survive him as well 
as step-sisters and cousins across the Midwest. 

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to your 
local food shelf in Lester’s memory or a can of “good 
coffee” to your local AA group. Miigwetch. 
 
Travel Safe Prayer Warrior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Caswell Butler, 87 – thoughtful, tough, 
generous, quick-witted – died in the early hours of 
August 6, 2016 (a strong west wind, bright stars) in 
her home on Madeline Island, surrounded by the 
love and support of her family. She was descended 
from musicians, artists, and naturalists, and lived a 
life rich amidst that knowledge. With her husband, 
she rode that highly creative wave of mid-century 
furniture design that resulted in several businesses 
and informed her keen eye for the rest of her life.  

Her ability to quickly connect with people of all ages 
allowed her to live a varied, meaningful life of style 
and grace, humor and sass that will continue to 
astound her children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren for years to come. She was preceded 
in death by her husband William and her son 
Richard. 

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to Regional 
Hospice Service, 1913 Beaser Avenue, Ashland, WI  
54806; or The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 
3675 Arboretum Drive, Chaska, MN 55318. 



Spotlight On Becky Hogan  

Who posts health information on 
our bulletin board? Who offers 
blood pressure checks every 
month? Who teaches health and 
well-being classes? 

Introducing Becky Hogan….. our Parish Nurse.  

What is a Parish Nurse? 

Parish Nurses provide healing in a faith community. 
We promote wellness of body, mind, and spirit for 
the individuals in the community. Because each 
community is unique, Parish Nurses have to adapt 
to the specific needs of the people they serve. 
Health advocate, health educator, referral agent…. 
there are many ways to describe the role of a Parish 
Nurse. 

How did you become a Parish Nurse? 

I was already licensed as a registered nurse. But I 
felt a strong calling to meld health and faith. Parish 
Nurses have to attend a preparation course that’s 
about 30 hours. I started working as a Parish Nurse 

in my church in 
Duluth, and then 
approached Marina 
about offering a 
healing mission for St. 
John’s. It’s incredibly 
rewarding and fulfilling 
to me to provide 
spiritual health and 
help people 
understand the 
interconnectedness 
between mind, body 
and spirit, especially 
during an illness or 
crisis. 

What activities do you provide? 

As a volunteer for our church, I select the monthly 
health focus and post information and resources on 
the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. Together with 
Gloria Fennel, I do the blood pressure checks on the 
first Sunday of each month and coordinate caring 
circles. I also conduct the Matter of Balance 
exercise class, offer health education presentations, 
coordinate the annual community blood drive, and 
sometimes do home visits.  

What was the presentation you did in August? 

I presented the Advance Care Planning workshop. 
We had about 8 participants and we focused on 
values and preferences about health care decisions 

that may need to be made for you when you are still 
alive. We discussed the importance of choosing a 
health care agent to make those decisions on your 
behalf when you are unable to communicate. Have 
the conversation with your agent, family, friends, 
and health care providers. Planning for end of life is 
an evolving process throughout one’s lifetime.  

What are some good resources on advance care 
planning? 

I like to direct people to Honoring Choices 
Wisconsin, an initiative of the Wisconsin Medical 
Society. The Conversation Project has an online 
Starter Kit that helps people shape their end of life 
plans. Equally valuable is the National Institute on 
Aging. They have all sorts of resources, 
publications, videos about healthy aging.  

What are you doing when you aren’t Parish 
Nursing? 

I am a quilter. I also like to read, take walks, and do 
“beach ministry” with my family. I just finished 
reading When Breath Becomes Air. It’s absolutely 
engaging and ties in perfectly to topics about living 
and dying.  

What are your connections to Madeline Island? 

I grew up in Ashland. My dad was the pharmacist 
there. He rented a cottage in 1961 and brought our 
family over to Madeline. The following year he 
bought the Greenman’s cabin. In 2005, we bought 
the cabin from him. My husband is a marathon 
runner. Together, John and I have 8 children, 3 of 
whom are adopted from Columbia. Our kids’ ages 
range from 32 to 41. For us, Madeline is a gathering 
place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/hcw/
https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/hcw/
http://theconversationproject.org/
https://www.nia.nih.gov/
https://www.nia.nih.gov/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/07/books/review-in-when-breath-becomes-air-dr-paul-kalanithi-confronts-an-early-death.html?_r=0


Speak Your Peace Workshop - September 24 

Gale-force winds and rains caused us to delay this 
workshop. It’s been rescheduled for Saturday, 
September 24, 1:00 – 4:00 pm!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civility Starts with Us 

Join Speak Your Peace: The Civility Project for a 
free workshop on ensuring civility in our 
community and understanding how each of us 
can make a difference. 

Civility Starts with Me —1-4 p.m. Saturday Sept. 
24, St. John’s United Church of Christ, Madeline 
Island. Learn about the importance of civility in 
society, the advantages for communities that adopt 
it and how each of us can make more of a difference 
than we might think. Subjects will include: 

 The importance of listening. Listening is not a 
“weak” strategy; far from it. It’s the first step in 
either ensuring success or starting an interaction 
down the wrong path. Learn how to improve as a 
listener. 

 It’s not just what you say but also how you say it. 
Learn to use more effective communication 
techniques that improve outcomes. 

Presenters will include: Rob Karwath, President and 
CEO of North Coast Communications and a 
communications consultant for the Duluth Superior 
Area Community Foundation; Anita Stech, 
organizer, Speak Your Peace Steering Committee; 
Ann Harrington, Nonviolent Compassionate 
Communication training consultant; and Elizabeth J. 
Nelson, Associate Professor of Communication, 
University of Minnesota Duluth. 

Speak Your Peace: The Civility Project is an 
initiative of the Duluth Superior Area Community 
Foundation. For questions about this session, 
please call 715-747-3945 or email 
lighthouse@cheqnet.net.   

Click Speak Your Peace to learn more about the 
importance of civility in society and how to become 
involved. 

What’s on Your Mind? 

September…… Back-to-School season, Summer’s 
Over season, Days-Getting-Shorter season, Fall’s 
A’Comin’ season, Sweater season. 

September is also a time when many of us shift 
gears after playful and hectic summertime fun and 
return to ‘more serious’ routines and traditions. If 
you are shifting gears, tell us what’s on your mind.  

Is there anything you want us to add to the 
Lighthouse newsletter? Do you have news you’d like 
to share? Any books to recommend now that “beach 
reads” have been put aside? Have you seen any 
good programs on topics relating to spirituality? 
What TED Talks have stirred your imagination? 

We welcome you to 
submit an article or just 
make a suggestion for 
something you’d like to 
see included in 
upcoming issues of St. 
John’s newsletters.  

And thanks for reading 
the Lighthouse. We 
appreciate our loyal 
followers!  

 

 

September Factoids 

 Birthstone is Sapphire 

 Birth flowers are forget-me-not, 

morning glory, aster 

 Seasonal equivalent of March 

in Southern Hemisphere 

 National Yoga Month 

 National Honey Month 

 National Whole Grains Month 

 National Good Neighbor Day - September 25 

 Ask a Stupid Question Day - September 30 

 

 

 

Contact St. John’s UCC 

Reverend Marina Lachecki           lighthouse@cheqnet.net 
Parsonage              715-747-3903 

Church Office phone             715-747-3945 

Church Office email             stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 

Lighthouse Editor                         LB@sprintmail.com 

 

 

mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
http://www.dsaspeakyourpeace.org/index.html
mailto:lighthouse@cheqnet.net
mailto:stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net
mailto:LB@sprintmail.com


 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 14 

Madeline Island 

LaPointe, Wisconsin 54850 

(715) 747-3903 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the growing crowd of people who subscribe to the Lighthouse! 

Everyone wins when we send the Lighthouse by email!  

1. You receive the Lighthouse hot off the press!  
No waiting for us to print & mail your monthly issue! 

2. We save nearly $3000 each year in annual printing 
and postage costs! 

 

Thank you in advance for sending us your email address!  

Call St. John’s Office    (715) 747-3945 

Call Lee Baker    (651) 470-1317 

Email St. John’s Office  stjohnsoffice@cheqnet.net 

Email Lee Baker, Lighthouse Editor  LB@sprintmail.com   
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