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St. John’s Expands Food Support Team
By Debbie Knopf
“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to
drink……Truly I tell you, whatever you do for the
least of these, you do for me.” Matthew 25.
St. John’s, a church for the whole community. This is
especially true during times of crisis, like a pandemic. As
we watched the developing responses to the pandemic
back in March of this year, we saw how quickly it
impacted our island community when small businesses
closed, and a number of islanders lost their jobs. The
Church Council knew we needed to act quickly to ensure
that people would be okay. This included developing a
“Food Support Team” to keep the St. John’s food shelf up
and running, and to get the word out to our broader
community.
For many years, the St. John’s food shelf has been restocked and cared for by church and community
members who have faithfully traveled to grocery stores
on the mainland and returned with food items for our
community. In recent years,
this has included Sue
Brenna, Gwen SmithPatterson, and Penny Gill,
just to name a few. With the
pandemic upon us, we
agreed that it was no longer
as safe to be making these
regular trips to the mainland
and large stores, so we
needed to come up with a
new strategy.
It now takes the cooperative effort of four of us, Ron
Harrold, Julie Stryker, Denise Hardie, and me, Debbie
Knopf, to do the work these great volunteers have done
for so long.
We have seen the need for food increase already and
anticipate that with a slower summer season, many more
in the island community may experience food scarcity
through the coming year. We have now been ordering
food items through Andy’s IGA, which they then ship
across on the ferry. We also have been ordering food
items through Q and Z Bakery, here on the island, who
are able to add it to their regular food orders, and have it

delivered. We continue to have a bit of a struggle to
provide much meat, as the prices continue to rise, but are
providing it when we can.
Recently however we
were extremely excited
when we received a call
from the commercial
fishermen over in Red
Cliff. They donated a total of 250 pounds of whitefish to
our community, which provided great feasting here on
Madeline!
What a
marvelous
gift!!
We have
now added
a new
component to our efforts to build food sustainability to our
island community. We have received several generous
donations that are allowing us to support those who are
growing food here on the island. We have been able to
channel funds to the Community Gardens to build its
capacity to grow more food for all; to support the
remodeling of a wagon to become a Food Stand where
island growers can market their produce; to purchase
materials and equipment that will allow people to use the
church kitchen to preserve the food from gardens for the
winter; and to help fund
the purchase of an old,
but working grain drill
to enhance the hay
production and the use
of cover crops on the
island. We know that
feeding island critters
good quality hay will
help in creating good compost to build the soils that will
grow our food. In this endeavor, we added a fifth member
to our team, Regina Laroche Theune, who has gathered
information from island growers about the supports that
will best help them.
For those who support this effort through their generous
donations, a BIG THANK YOU from all of us!! As we
navigate our way through these challenging times,
building community is always a rewarding and worthwhile
cause.

Rachel’s Column
Dear friends,
This week begins the season of Pentecost, the time when
we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the
people of God and we remember that through the Spirit
we are connected to God
and to each other: one body
in Christ.
If the day of Pentecost has
anything to say to us this
year, it is to remind us that
our oneness is not
dependent on being together
in person. Because although
we have not, for these many
weeks, been able to gather
in our beautiful sanctuary for
worship on Sunday
mornings, we have experienced how just like God’s Holy
Spirit, our own acts of love, patience, and self-sacrifice
have the power to connect us for healing and new life.
Over the past few
weeks, there
have been a lot
of confusing
messages
coming over the
airwaves and the
internet about
what activities
are safe, what
activities are dangerous, and what churches should be
doing as we enter our third month of social distancing
due to the novel coronavirus. What I want you to know is
that the St. John’s Church Council is taking very seriously
the Pentecost truth that we are one body: not just with
our fellow church goers but with all of humanity. The
choices that we churches make about gathering or not
gathering, closing or reopening our church buildings, will
affect not only our own health and the health of our
congregations, but the health of our entire community
and, especially, the health of the most vulnerable among
us.
As part of its deliberation
and discernment, the
Council is listening to the
latest information from state
public health authorities as
well as attending to the guidance coming from our
denominational and ecumenical leadership bodies.

At this time, based on our current understanding of the
novel coronavirus, we know that the things we love to do
together in church are among the behaviors most likely to
spread the virus.
Gathering
indoors;
gathering in
mixed-age
groups; sitting in
pews that
cannot be
moved; and,
especially,
singing of any kind, even at a distance -- these activities
provide ideal conditions for the spread of the virus.
Because of this, national and local clergy and
denominational leaders are urging churches not to gather
in person until all safety concerns are addressed.
What does this mean in practical terms? While there are
some very small churches (50 members or fewer) in
counties where there are no known cases of COVID-19
that may be able to gather this summer with extreme
safety restrictions, most churches will not be able to
safely gather again until there is an effective and widely
available vaccine.
This could change, of course. I
am in daily contact with clergy
around the Chequamegon Bay
Area as well as across the
country as we strive to stay
abreast of new scientific and
public health developments. For
those of you who would like
more detailed information about these recommendations,
I invite you to review Returning to Church prepared the
Wisconsin Council of Churches, which translates state
reopening mandates into guidelines for church
gatherings. Based on these guidelines, churches of our
size will begin to reopen much later – in accordance with
Phase 3 of the Badger Bounce
Back Plan. Even then (and
Phase 3 is likely many, many
months away), churches would
only be able to open with very
strict distancing and safety
guidelines (and with no singing).
So. What does this mean for St.
John’s in the months ahead?
First of all, it means that we will continue to find more and
more beautiful, new ways to be the Church. Friends, I
have no doubt that God is doing a new thing (and many

new things!) among us. Over the past few months, we
have seen, right here in our congregation and all around
the world, that the Holy Spirit is winging among us, flying
over Zoom connections and telephone lines, and
teaching us how to gather in Spirit and in great love, even
at a distance. Look for news in this issue of the
Lighthouse for the many opportunities to connect in
online gatherings.
And, of course, we will
continue to worship
online every Sunday at
10am. I am so grateful to
all of the people working
so hard to make our
online services possible
and it has been a joy to
know that so many
people (over 100 each week!) are tuning in to join us.
Beloved church, these are challenging times for our
neighbors, our families, and for the worldwide church. I
hope you’ll remember
that even on days when
you are feeling lonely,
you are never alone.
Friends are only a phone
call. I am always just a
phone call away. And for
those of you on the
Island, I love to go on
socially distanced walks
or sit on opposite ends of
the long bench at Joni’s
to talk or pray with you.
Best of all, God’s wild,
Holy Spirit is among us,
brushing her beautiful
wings against our cheeks, whispering songs of healing,
and hope for us, for all creation, for this whole world that
God so loves.
God’s own deep peace to you,

Rachel

Worship theme for June and July:
Unraveled: Seeking God When
Our Plans Fall Apart *
“What happens when our world falls apart? How do we
press on when our tightly-knit plans unravel into loose
threads? What do we become when our identity – or the
path we’re on – comes undone? What if all of this is not
the end we fear it will be?”

In our unraveling, sometimes life surprises us with
unexpected joy, love, and hope – with a new beginning
we couldn’t have imagined. Sometimes we need God to
unravel us, for we long to be changed. Join us for online
worship in June and July as we explore stories of where
and how God meets us in the spiraling; unraveling our
plans – and us – into something new.
* from A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30am
All are invited to join Rachel at 8:30 am on Sunday
mornings in a weekly circle of prayer (via Zoom).
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81974714345
The weekly format will look like this:
• We begin with silence and centering into our own
hearts and God's heart
• Rachel will open our time together with a short
prayer or a poem and then share the
names/situations that she has been given
permission to share with our circle
• Each participant will have an opportunity to share
any prayers that are on their own hearts
• We will close with a bit of silence and reading again
the opening words
Because we will be sharing
confidential prayer concerns and
hoping to create connections
within the group, those
interested in participating are
asked to make a commitment to
weekly participation if at all
possible through June and July.

Circle of Spirit: A 6-Week Group for
Intentional Spiritual Practice
Spiritual practices are actions or activities that we do to
connect more directly with the Holy, or Sacred, in our
lives. Although these endeavors are often individual in
nature, it can be helpful to have accompaniment as we
journey on the spiritual path. This summer, Rachel will be
facilitating “Circles of Spirit” groups for those interested in
making an intentional commitment to spiritual practice.*
Each group (limit of 6 people per group) will meet for 60
minutes once a week (most likely via Zoom) for facilitated
and confidential discussion. The group will explore
include questions like:
• what drew you to this particular practice?
• what are you hoping to learn/what is your desire or
intention for this practice?

Prayer Requests
Want to submit a prayer request? It’s easy – and
confidential. When you hover over the Contact page on
our website, you’ll see the link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Enter and send your
message. Prayer
requests only go to
Pastor Rachel’s
private inbox. Nobody
else has access to
this information. And,
you can ask Rachel to keep your prayer request private
or have a name added to the list of people we keep in our
prayers during worship every Sunday.

• what are you noticing?

Madeline Island Blood Drive

• what and where are the challenges? what and
where are the gifts?

By Becky Hogan

• what are you learning about yourself? About
God/the Sacred?
• how can the group hold you in pray/support through
your journey?
This group is intended for everyone: those who already
have a fulfilling spiritual practice, those who have a
practice that is feeling stale, and those who have no
experience with intentional spiritual practice but would
like to try it
out.
If you are
interested in
joining one of the three Circles of Spirit (time slots listed
below) please email Rachel at
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org. Each Circle is limited
to six participants and each participant will be asked to
make an initial 6-week commitment.
• Circle of the Spirit #1 will meet 3:00-4:00pm on
Tuesdays, June 9 through July 14
• Circle of Spirit #2 will meet 5:00-6:00pm on
Thursdays, June 11 through July 16
• Circle of Spirit #3 will meet 2:30-3:30pm on
Sundays, June 14 through July 19
*There is no requirement or expectation that your spiritual
practice be explicitly “Christian.” If you are new to spiritual
practice and would like some ideas of where to begin,
please check out this Spiritual Practice Tool Kit https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/practices/features
/view/27713/spiritual-practice-toolkit

- or talk with Rachel.

Wednesday, July 22, 2020
11am-5 pm
At the La Pointe School
Donating blood is essential to community health and the
need for blood is constant. The Red Cross urgently
needs blood drives to run as planned. Healthy
individuals are encouraged to book an appointment. At
each blood drive, the Red Cross follows the highest
standards of safety and infection control, plus additional
precautions are being
implemented as well.
Volunteer donors are
the only source of
blood for those in need.
There is no known end
date in this fight
against coronavirus and the Red Cross needs the help of
blood donors to maintain a sufficient blood supply for
weeks to come. In times of crisis, the Red Cross
is fortunate to witness the best of humanity as people roll
up a sleeve to help those in need. We greatly
appreciate the generosity of the public to keep
hospital shelves stocked during this uncertain time.
Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
visit redcrossblood.org to schedule an appointment.
Also, if you are available
to volunteer to help out
with the blood drive,
please call Becky Hogan
at 218-310-6092.

Woods Hall is Re-Opening

Bible Study – Fridays, 10:30 am via Zoom

By Tyna Waterhouse

All are invited to join our weekly
Bible Study fellowship as we begin
a new series based on The
Universal Christ by Richard Rohr.
We will be using Fr. Rohr’s
insights, questions, and reflections
about the Universal Christ as a
lens through which to engage the
Christ of scripture. All are
welcome!

Woods Hall Gallery is opening
for the 2020 season on June 3.
We will be open every
Wednesday and Saturday, 10
am – 5 pm. We ask that all
customers wear their own
masks and we will maintain a
limit of no more than five
customers at one time. If you
prefer, personal shopping is
available by appointment.
Woods Hall Gallery & Studios is happy to announce that
our Gift Certificates are ready for purchase. They make a
great present for your loved
ones or friends.
Each purchase directly supports
Woods Hall Gallery & Studios. If
interested, please contact us
at woodshallgallery@gmail.com or 715-747-3943.

The purpose of Woods Hall is to
nurture creativity and community on
Madeline Island. We do this by
providing opportunities for creation of
crafts in our well-equipped facility,
selling crafts in the Woods Hall
Gallery and learning hand-craft skills.

Annual Meeting: Healing Our Earthly Home
The United Church of Christ’s Wisconsin Conference is
hosting its annual meeting online on Saturday, June 6. To
register, go to the Annual Meeting page https://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-meeting/ - and
click on Registration, in red.
Focusing on Love of Creation, the
annual meeting is designed to help
congregations become involved and
take action to care for God’s whole
creation.
Tia Nelson, recognized
internationally as a tireless
champion for environmental stewardship and climate
change education, is this
year’s keynote speaker.

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/486508665 For more
information, contact Rachel.

Full Moon Circle for Women
By Julie Stryker
Our Full Moon Circle for Women is on Friday, June 5. We
will meet at Joni’s Beach at 8pm. I’m asking everyone to
bring one candle and a mask.
Full Moon in June is the
Strawberry Moon or in
Ojibwemowin, OdemiiniGiizis. I’m looking forward to
seeing faces and gathering
socially distant to honor the
beginning of summer and
pray for our world. Any
questions, email me or
message me. Contact Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com for
more information. Thank you, Miigwetch

Stories of Our Hearts
A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, is
continuing to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because
we are meeting via
Zoom, we now
have some
seasonal residents
able to join us. We
welcome
newcomers, even
if you just want to drop in and say hello. Email facilitator
Penny Gill (pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link
for Stories of Our Hearts.
Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!

COVID-19 Madeline Island Emergency Fund

Try to Remember…. And If You Remember…

St. John’s United Church of Christ received a significant
donation to create a COVID-19 Madeline Island
Emergency Fund. The Fund’s purpose is to help full-time
Madeline Island residents bridge a financial gap due to
lost/reduced income, extraordinary expenses, or
temporary hardship as a result of the impact of COVID-19.

By Marina Lachecki

Who is eligible: This fund assists full-time Madeline
Island residents.

Write a few paragraphs on a memory of yours with St.
John's UCC.

What assistance is available: Grant range is $500 $1200. One grant per household. (Grants do not require
repayment, i.e. this is not a loan.) Grants provide for
payments to be made directly to a creditor(s) against
specific bills. Eligible bills include: housing, medical
treatment, emergency travel expenses, child care, and
other financial needs arising from individual and special
circumstances resulting explicitly or implicitly to COVID-19.

We have assembled a team of
writers to update the "Short
History, Sketches and Memories"
compiled for the 75th anniversary
way back in 1996. And some of
you, I know, remember the 50th
anniversary booklet which was
crafted during Rev. Glenn
Utterback's ministry.

Yearning for the Island in this COVID environment?
Yearning to talk to someone about 'the good old days’
like before sheltering-in place?
Well...here is our solution and assignment.....

Over 31 people contributed to the last project...but a lot of
them have walked on. And we have very few stories from
the following decades:
1930's - ministries of Bode, Haack, Suedmeyer, & Menger
1950's - ministry of Schroedel
1960's - ministries of Ralph and Boland
How to apply: All applications will be held in strict
confidence.
● Application consists of a few simple questions and a
copy of the bill(s) that needs to be paid (Application
and complete fund guidelines can be found at
stjohnsmadelineisland.org)
● Send applications to Rev. Rachel Bauman – email
to pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org via mail (St
John’s, PO Box 14), or drop off at the church office
(706 Main St.).
● The Fund will accept applications beginning
immediately.
Background: The current budget for the Fund is
$50,000. The donation was given directly to St John’s
UCC for the purpose of providing assistance to islanders.
The Fund is intended as an island resource, therefore a
committee of island leaders agreed to design grant
criteria and process. A small team from this committee
approves applications for assistance. No special
preference will be given to members of St. John’s UCC.
All applications held in confidence. Full details are listed
here: stjohnsmadelineisland.org
To contribute: For more information or to donate to the
Fund, contact Rev. Rachel Bauman
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org or 831-566-0353)

1970's - ministries of Utterback, Strait and Garrison
1980's - ministries of Finney, Tueting, and Stohre
1995 - 2020 - ministries of Lachecki and Bauman
Can you help out? We need your
stories now! Send an email
to mdlachecki@gmail.com. Sending
along a picture might be nice, too.
This is your opportunity to use this
time of "sheltering in place" as a gift
to our community.

2021 Centennial Celebration Events
Mark your calendar for these Centennial
celebration events when we
commemorate the 100th anniversary of
our church’s founding:
• Kick Off Event – Sunday January 10, 2021
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4, 2021
• Main Event Celebrations on August 13, 14, 15, 2021
• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s into
the future — Sunday, November 14, 2021

Bazaar
By Denise Hardie
Straight from the Bazaar Czar’s mouth.... the show just
can’t go on! It’s with great sadness that we have
canceled the 2020 Bazaar. The
church Council voted unanimously
that in the best interest of our
volunteers, attendees and Island
community we must cancel. Please
know it was not an easy decision
for any of us and even brought a
few tears to our eyes as we looked
at each other and voted.
Here are some fun facts about the Bazaar and its head
leader, Bill Green aka the Bazaar “Czar” along with ways
you can help this year to ensure that the show will go on
next year.
Our Bazaar at St. John’s started almost 50 years ago
with small arts and craft raising about $400. Each year it
continued to grow more and more. Today there are over
20 volunteers that dedicate their time to the
Bazaar. Whether it be for several days leading up to the
Bazaar or for a few hours on the days of event, it takes a
big team and lots of hard work and time. We even have a
youth team that comes every year to help out! One extra
special volunteer dedicates his time year-round. Bill
Green has been the head of the Bazaar for almost 10
years now! When Bill started
in 2010 the Bazaar raised
$10,000 and in 2019 over
$23,000 was raised! In
addition, over Bill’s 10 years
he has organized the sales of
larger items that have been
donated such as boats, cars
and mopeds. These sales have raised an additional
$72,000 for St. John’s. Thank you, Bill and ALL our
amazing volunteers, for your hard work and time in
making this such a successful event for our church.

Annual Budget
20%
80%

Bazaar Profits
Other Revenue

Did you know that the giving
from the Bazaar makes up
about 20% of St. John’s
budget? That’s a BIG part of
a budget that we need to
continue our ministries.
These gifts allow us to
maintain full time ministry
and gives us significant
budget relief for other
ministries. This is so
important for our entire
community, whether you’re a

summer resident, year-round resident or tourist passing
through. We have been blessed with several amazing
Pastors at St. John’s over the years and I would hate to
see that be jeopardized.
If you’re asking yourself, “What can I do to help?” Here
are a few different ways to do so:
1. Hold on to those items you were going to donate
this year for next year’s Bazaar, it’ll be bigger and
better than ever! You won’t want to miss it.
2. Donate (this year) any
larger items you have
thought about parting
with in the past.
3. Contribute monetary gifts directly to St. John’s.
On behalf of St. John’s Council, I thank you for your
understanding, donations, and willingness to help us
through this challenging time.
“You will be enriched in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
2 Corinthians 9:11

Sunday Service and Fellowship
By Barbara With
I have the privilege of assisting with the live streaming of
St. John’s Sunday services. This is nothing but an
outstanding experience for so many reasons.
If anyone has any photos of our St. John's community
that they would like to share for use in one of our many
upcoming live streams, please email them to me
at barbwith@gmail.com. Especially when we are
worshipping from separate places it is wonderful to share
photos of our beloved family! (Please make sure you
have permission from the folks in the photos for us to use
them in our slide show!)
You’ll find our Sunday worship services on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CS
zreNt7g. If you are having trouble getting a signal, please
be patient. Keep refreshing your page and you will
eventually be able
to receive the
broadcast.
Following worship,
join Rachel and
other familiar faces
for Fellowship on this Zoom link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85926239468

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon
meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of
alcoholics. All are welcome.
Questions? Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from
4:30 – 5:30 pm. Until we are
able to meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Follow St. John’s
You’ll find all the latest news on our website:
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ Our calendar of events
is updated regularly and links to the new YouTube
channel are posted on the Worship With Us page.
Current announcements and updates are posted on our
News page.
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland

Grateful for Your Gifts
Despite not being in church in person, our expenses
haven’t disappeared. St. John’s continues providing
important outreach services and ministries. In fact, in
response to this unprecedented pandemic, we are
implementing new initiatives to support people on
Madeline Island and afar.
Your financial support is especially
appreciated right now when we are
increasing our outreach. You can
support the financial health of our
church by:
• Mailing a check payable to St.
John’s to PO Box 14, La Pointe, WI 54850
• Making a secure payment with credit or debit card or
PayPal through our website:
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/give/
Thanks to your generosity, St. John’s remains
a vital resource for our beloved community.

Worship Streaming:
youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CSzreNt7g
Website: www.woodshall.com
Pastor Rachel Bauman
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
831-566-0353

Resolution
The waves oppose the cliffs with daily force,
And fall resisted back along their course.
My soul opposes fate with daily will,
And falls resisted back, defeated still,
With gathered strength returning, like the waves,
To wrest complete dominion that it craves.
The cliffs are stone, and stone will wear away.
Spirit shall rule, and fate itself obey.
~ Ruby Archer

New Online Worship Team – You’re Invited!
Would you like to be part of the team that helps make our
on-line worship experience
happen? We’d love to have
you join us; there are roles
for folks both on and off the
island, those who are
“techies” and those who
are not! Interested?
Curious? Contact Barbara With, Online Worship Team
chair for more info (barbwith@gmail.com)

Stay close to the serenity of a lake
to meet your own peace of mind.
~ Munia Khan
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

