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St. John’s Virtual Doors are Open!

Grateful for Your Gifts

St. John’s is moving to a NEW online channel! Our
worship services will be on YouTube. Here’s the new link:

Despite not being in church in person, our expenses
haven’t disappeared. St. John’s continues providing
important outreach services and ministries. In fact, in
response to this unprecedented pandemic, we are
implementing new initiatives to support people on
Madeline Island and afar.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CS
zreNt7g
When you open this YouTube link, you’ll see a
red SUBSCRIBE button in the upper right
corner of the screen. Click on the Subscribe
button to get notifications of new video posts.

Your financial support is especially
appreciated right now when we are
increasing our outreach. You can
support the financial health of our
church by:
• Mailing a check payable to St.
John’s to PO Box 14, La Pointe, WI 54850
• Making a secure payment with credit or debit card or
PayPal through our website:
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/give/
Thanks to your generosity, St. John’s will remain a
vital resource for our beloved community.

Special Worship Service on May 3rd
You’re in for a treat on May 3rd! Thanks to the creativity of
Pastor Rachel, Barbara With, Barbara Meyer, Glenn
Carlson, and some other technically-savvy wizards, there
will be some very special elements throughout the
service. You won’t want to miss
it!
We celebrate Communion on
the first Sunday of every month.
When you come to church on
May 3, we invite you to bring
something “bread-like” and
“juice-like” if you wish to
participate in Communion.

New Online Worship Team – You’re Invited!
Would you like to be part of the team that helps make our
on-line worship experience happen? We’d love to have
you join us; there are roles for folks both on and off the
island, those who are “techies” and those who are not!
Interested? Curious? Contact Barbara With, Online
Worship Team chair for more info (barbwith@gmail.com)

Fellowship Across the Country
Familiar faces have been showing up for Sunday
Fellowship Gatherings. Friends from Arizona, Oregon,
Florida, Nebraska, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and of
course, Madeline Island, appear on our Zoom Fellowship.
Grab your coffee and join the conversations! Rachel has
a fresh question to prompt lively reflections. A whole new
way of connecting!
The Zoom address for Fellowship is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85926239468
It’s also posted on the St. John’s website NEWS page.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/blog-classic/

Rachel’s Column
Praying the News
Dear friends,
Do you sometimes brace yourself before reading the
headlines or turning on your facebook feed, anxious
about what you will find? Me
too. Reading the news
these days can trigger
feelings of fear,
helplessness or
exasperation leading either
to a self-righteous rant or
paralyzing despair. And
beginning the morning with
a tight jaw and upset
stomach is not the way I
prefer to start my day. But
simply ignoring the news is
not an option either.
There is a third way. We can “pray” the news.
What do I mean by prayer? Essentially, I mean opening
our spirits to God’s Spirit, to bring as much love and
compassion as we can muster to the stories that are
breaking our hearts, making us rant or generating fear;
and then to be still, listen and pay attention.
To pray the news is to intentionally choose a path that
lies between anxious obsession on the one hand and
self-protective withdrawal on the other.
Praying the news takes seriously
the condition of the world, God’s
presence in the world and our
role vis-a-vis both realities.
If you’d like to try it, I offer these
prompts (adapted from the good
folks at The Theology of Work):
1. Before you open the paper or your Facebook
feed, take a few minutes of quiet to connect with
your breath. Imagine your heart resting gently in
the center of God’s heart.
2. Begin to read through the news and bring your
attention to the person or situation that calls to
you. Is there someone or something to whom you
feel drawn? (This could be because you feel
empathy or antipathy for them). Imagine that
person or situation in as much detail as you can.
Then imagine them surrounded and infused by
the light and love of God. Invite God’s healing
presence to fill them in tangible ways.

3. Notice if there is anywhere in this story where
you notice God’s Spirit and activity already at
work. Look for how the “fruits of the Spirits” (i.e.,
love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control) may be
present. Keep in mind that sorrow over the
brokenness in the world mirrors God’s heart and
anger at injustice can be evidence of God’s
justice at work (even as we pray to have anger
detached from bitterness, condemnation or
violence).
4. Gently ask God if there is any way you might be
called to support God’s work of love, healing or
justice in regard to the story you’ve just read or
witnessed. There is no need to force an answer,
simply inviting the question and holding the
intention is enough. The “answer” or invitation
may come days or weeks later.
5. Before you leave this story or person, call to mind
all the other people around the world who are
also holding this person or situation in prayer.
Give thanks for the vast community of people, of
all faiths and no faith, who are also opening their
hearts to this moment and asking how they can
be of service for the healing of the world.
To pray is to
accept that we
have less control
than we might like
yet more agency
than we dare
imagine; it is to be
humbled by all we
do not know while
at the same time
open to how God will call on us to use our gifts in the
service of healing, justice and peace. Prayer is not the
end of our responsibility as people of faith. It is not an
easy exit from the pains of this world. Rather, prayer is an
entrance, an intention to be fully engaged in the world
from a place of love and strength grounded in the
presence of God.
Praying the news is a practice that changes us. And,
thus, it is a practice that changes the world.
Let us pray.
God’s love and peace to you,

Rachel

Story Time: What Do You Remember?

Prayer Requests

By Marina Lachecki

Want to submit a prayer request? It’s easy – and
confidential. When you hover over the Contact page on
our website, you’ll see the link to PRAYER REQUEST.

Yearning for the island in this COVID environment?
Yearning to talk to someone about 'the good old days’
like before sheltering-in place?
Well...here is our solution and assignment.....
Write a few paragraphs on a memory of yours with St.
John's UCC.
We have assembled a
team of writers for the
project, which is to
update the "Short
History, Sketches and
Memories" compiled for
the 75th anniversary
way back in 1996. And
some of you, I know,
remember the 50th
anniversary booklet
which was crafted
during Rev. Glenn
Utterback's ministry.
Over 31 people contributed to the last project...but a lot of
them have walked on. And we have very few stories from
the following decades:
1930's (ministries of Bode, Haack, Suedmeyer, and
Menger)
1950's

(ministry of Schroedel)

1960's

(ministries of Ralph and Boland)

1970's

(ministries of Utterback, Strait and Garrison)

1980's

(ministries of Finney, Tueting, and Stohre)

1995 - 2020 (ministries of Lachecki and Bauman)
Can you help out? We need your
stories now! Send an email
to mdlachecki@gmail.com. Sending
along a picture might be nice, too.
This is your opportunity to use this
time of "sheltering in place" as a gift
to our community.

Questions about St. John’s?
You can find all the latest news on our website:
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ Our calendar of events
is updated regularly and links to the new YouTube
channel are posted on the Worship With Us page.

https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Enter and send your
message. Prayer
requests only go to
Pastor Rachel’s
private inbox. Nobody
else has access to
this information. And,
you can ask Rachel to keep your prayer request private
or have a name added to the list of people we keep in our
prayers during worship every Sunday.

Annual Meeting: Healing Our Earthly Home
The United Church of Christ’s Wisconsin Conference is
hosting its annual meeting online in June. Mark your
calendar for 9 am - noon on Saturday, June 6, 2020.
There is no cost to participate. Registration
information will be available soon. (Updates at:
https://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-meeting/ )
Focusing on Love of
Creation, the annual
meeting is designed to
help congregations
become involved and
take action to care for
God’s whole creation.
All Creation is
Groaning…but listen
and the Earth will
teach you
Romans 8:18-25 and
Job 12:7-9
Tia Nelson, recognized internationally as a tireless
champion for environmental stewardship and climate
change education, is this year’s keynote speaker. Tia
spent 17 years
with The Nature
Conservancy
before serving as
Executive
Secretary to the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of
Public Lands, which included a gubernatorial
appointment as co‐chair of Wisconsin’s Task Force on
Global Warming.

Caring for Red Cliff Families in Need
We have been invited to assist the Red Cliff Health
Center in creating care packages to be delivered to local
families in need. If you can donate, supplies can be
delivered to the Red Cliff Health Center, attention Heidi
Livingston.
You can also donate by
ordering online and
shipping your order to:
RCCHC, 36745 Aiken Rd,
Bayfield, WI 54814,
attention: Heidi Livingston.
Here is a list of currently needed items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1,750 laundry pods
150 spray bottles or cleaner
12 spray bottle tops (we have cleaner without the tops)
550 toilet paper rolls
300 paper towel rolls
300 sandwich size zip lock baggies
360 dish soaps
150 tissue travel size or box

Thank you for helping our Red Cliff neighbors.

Gift Certificates to Celebrate Spring
Spring is here! Woods Hall Gallery & Studios is happy to
announce that our Gift Certificates are ready for
purchase. They make a great present for your loved ones
or friends.
Terrific for high
school and college
graduates, Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day,
birthday presents
and more.
Each purchase directly supports Woods Hall Gallery &
Studios. If interested, please contact us
at woodshallgallery@gmail.com or 715-747-3943.

The purpose of Woods Hall is to
nurture creativity and community on
Madeline Island. We do this by
providing opportunities for creation
of crafts in well-equipped facility, sale of crafts in the
Woods Hall Gallery and learning hand-craft skills.

Grant to Support Community Life and Spirit
Project
By Rachel Bauman
We are excited to announce that St. John’s has received
a $3000 grant in support of St. John’s Community Life
and Spirit Project!
The purpose of the Community Life and Spirit project,
which began as a pilot program last fall, is to make
tangible our vision of
nurturing, supporting
and facilitating the
spiritual and communal
health of the Madeline
Island community. The
emphasis of this
project is on
supporting children,
youth and the adults
who care for them; building community independence
and resilience; strengthening relationships with the
surrounding tribal communities; and creating tangible
opportunities for connections between the natural
environment and spiritual development.
Regina Laroche is the primary visionary and implementor
of grant activities and we are so fortunate to have
someone of Regina’s
gifts and skills to lead us
in these endeavors. Due
to our current
environment of shelterin-place, look for news
of grant activities later
this summer.
We are grateful to the
Grutzner Madeline Island Fund of the Duluth Superior
Area Community Foundation for their support! If you are
interested in learning more about supporting this program
and how you can get involved, please contact Regina
(reginalaroche@hotmail.com).

Centering Moments with Rachel
Join Rachel on Facebook Live for a centering moment of
inspiration and prayer. Every Tuesday – Friday at 10 am,
Rachel reads a passage or a poem,
invites you to breathe, and provides
time for quiet mediation or prayer.
Go to Facebook and search Rachel
Bauman for her personal Facebook
page. Rachel’s Facebook Live will appear as soon as she
begins her Centering Moment invitation.

Bible Study – Fridays, 10:30 am via Zoom

Stories of Our Hearts

We are starting the book of Romans and also will be
reading together "The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical
Visionary Behind the Church's Conservative Icon" by
Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.

A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, is
continuing to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because
we are meeting via
Zoom, we now have
some seasonal
residents able to join
us. We welcome
newcomers, even if
you just want to drop
in and say hello. Email facilitator Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/486508665 For more
information, contact Rachel.

Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!
Lots of familiar faces at a recent Bible Study!

Full Moon Circle for Women
By Julie Stryker
Due, to Covid-19, Full Moon circle will not be meeting in
person. Many have asked about doing a Zoom meeting,
but I have opted out of hosting that, because I feel we
need to honor the moon and our prayers as we are living
our lives through reverence. Let us gather in a collective
consciousness.
Thursday, May 7th, is The Full
Flower Moon or in Ojibwe,
Zaagibagaa-giizis, Budding
Moon. Please join in at 8 pm
with your prayers, by lighting a
candle and stepping outside to
honor the moon, the people
and the planet, as we traverse an unprecedented time in
our history. Contact Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com for
more information. Thank you, Miigwetch

Rachel’s
Study
Leave
Rachel will
be taking
Study Leave
May 15 - 21.
Regina
Laroche will be on-call for pastoral emergencies (715747-6611 or 715-292-3157). Penny Gill will be our guest
preacher on May 17.

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon
meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of alcoholics.
All are welcome. Questions?
Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from
4:30 – 5:30 pm. Until we are able
to meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CSzreNt7g
Website: www.woodshall.com
Pastor Rachel Bauman
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
831-566-0353

Promises of Spring

Pray to What Earth
Pray to what earth does this sweet cold belong,
Which asks no duties and no conscience?
The moon goes up by leaps, her cheerful path
In some far summer stratum of the sky,
While stars with their cold shine bedot her way.
The fields gleam mildly back upon the sky,
And far and near upon the leafless shrubs
The snow dust still emits a silver light.
Under the hedge, where drift banks are their screen,
The titmice now pursue their downy dreams,
As often in the sweltering summer nights
The bee doth drop asleep in the flower cup,
When evening overtakes him with his load.
By the brooksides, in the still, genial night,
The more adventurous wanderer may hear
The crystals shoot and form, and winter slow
Increase his rule by gentlest summer means.
Henry David Thoreau
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Inspiration for the Day
Write it on your heart
that every day is the best day in the year.
He is rich who owns the day, and no one owns the day
who allows it to be invaded with fret and anxiety.
Finish every day and be done with it.
You have done what you could.
Some blunders and absurdities, no doubt crept in.
Forget them as soon as you can, tomorrow is a new day;
begin it well and serenely, with too high a spirit
to be cumbered with your old nonsense.
This new day is too dear,
with its hopes and invitations,
to waste a moment on the yesterdays.
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Sunday

Worship, 10 am

Worship and
Communion, 10 am

Worship, 10 am

26

3

10

17

24

Worship, 10 am, Penny
Gill preaching

Worship, 10 am
31

____________________

Worship, 10 am

Monday

Memorial

Tuesday
27
28
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am
Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
4:30 – 5:30 pm

4
5
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am
Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Wednesday

Thursday

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

29
30
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Full Moon Circle for
Women, 8 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

6
7
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Friday

MAY 1

Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

8

Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

20
21
22
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Centering Moments with
Live, 10:00 am
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am
Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

27
28
29
Centering Moments with Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am
Live, 10:00 am
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am

Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

11
12
13
14
15
Centering Moments with Woods Hall Board
Centering Moments with Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
6Meeting, 8:30 – 10 am
Rachel on Facebook
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am
Live, 10:00 am
Live, 10:00 am
Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
4:30 – 5:30 pm

18
19
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Live, 10:00 am
Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
4:30 – 5:30 pm

25
26
Centering Moments with
Rachel on Facebook
Day Live,
10:00 am
Al Anon, Fellowship Hall,
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Saturday

2

9

16

22

30
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating 100 years in 2021
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

