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Wisdom Path:
An Embodied Journey on the Labyrinth
How can we access a portal of ancient wisdom by
walking in circles?
Throughout recorded history, the frequency of labyrinth
use seems to regenerate during stressful times. The
modern resurgence of labyrinth designs maintains the
mystery in their power of healing and transformation
through rhythmic walking in
concentric and meandering
circles. Cultures worldwide
have included labyrinths in
their floors, temple walls,
gardens, coins, and
decorative wares for almost
5000 years.
Referred to as a ‘blueprint for
the soul,’ labyrinths are used
globally as a single-path
walking meditation for
renewal, healing,
reconciliation and celebration
of life milestones.
This live on-line workshop
offers an opportunity to experience the mystery of the
archetype of the labyrinth. Through poetry, music, gentle
movement and imagery, we will explore how this ancient
tool can be a resource for spiritual practice as we seek to
live open heartedly during these unsettling times.
History, slides, resources and seed patterns for takehome designs are included. Downloadable finger
labyrinths and other information sent in advance.
Saturday, October 24, 2020
9:30 – 11:30 AM.
Led by Barrie Carter Gibby
Sponsored by St. John’s Church
To register or for more information contact
Rev. Rachel Bauman 831-566-0353 or
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Suggested Donation: $10

Barrie Carter Gibby works on that creative edge
between the branches of words and movement
expression. A long-time educator,
avid traveler and labyrinth facilitator,
Barrie weaves her background in
music, theater production and ritualmaking to facilitate labyrinth-focused
workshops and pilgrimages across
the nation on a variety of themes.
She is especially fascinated by the
parallels of Celtic and Native
American cultures and their loving
embrace of nature-centered whole life. Her many
pilgrimages to the 13th c. Chartres Cathedral labyrinth in
France provoke inspired passion for her ongoing labyrinth
work. As a friend of St. John’s and with years of Island
childhood memories, Barrie shared in the team instigation
of the Memorial Park labyrinth. As a Veriditas Faculty and
Advanced Certified Labyrinth facilitator, Barrie finds
sacred spaces everywhere.
Barry is our guest preacher on
Sunday, October 11
Her sermon title is
“Labyrinth Path to ‘Still Waters’ in
Unsettled Times”

A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis
We have copies of a new resource for congregations who
want to encourage "creation care." It's by the UCC's
minister for environmental
justice, Brooks Berndt. It's a
short (50 pp.), action-oriented
book called Cathedral on Fire: A
Church Handbook for the
Climate Crisis. Let Pastor
Rachel know if you would like to
receive a copy!
If you would like to get
connected with the group that
helps with the natural areas on
the St. John's campus, please
email Pastor Rachel.

Pastor’s Column
Lessons Learned from a Canoe

than reacting against what the wind was doing made for
an outing that was not only more enjoyable but ultimately
more interesting.

Last week, Joe and I visited the
Boundary Waters.
We agreed ahead of time that our
time there would consist mostly of
resting, with a tiny bit of
canoeing. I now realize that we
were both feeling very humble
about our canoeing skills going
into this expedition, and it
seemed like a good idea to set
modest expectations.
On our first outing, we discovered that we both
remembered a lot from our youthful experiences
canoeing at camp and
with family. Ideally, our
recollections would
have come back to us in
a more logical sequence
– starting, for instance,
with how to steer – but
eventually all the pieces
fell into place. We
ended up spending 3-4
hours each day doing
extended explorations of the beautiful string of lakes our
cabin faced.
We saw so much beauty – beaver lodges, manoomin
(wild rice), trees turning from green to gold to red, loons,
kingfishers, eagles…… But the most interesting part of
the whole experience for
me had to do with
something that I couldn’t
even see. When we began
our trip, I imagined that
canoeing was
about water – in particular,
not falling into it. But I
quickly realized the
important element was air –
because wind conditions have so much to do with what
happens to you and your canoe!
At first, I tried to control, second-guess or fight against
the wind. I wanted to get from point A to point B and I
was just going to paddle as hard as I could to get there.
This approach of course left me frustrated, exhausted
and crabby. Eventually I learned to take a breath, relax
and pay attention to not only where I wanted to go but
what was happening with the air currents around me
moment to moment. I learned that responding to rather

There was even one point when I let go of my preplanned itinerary entirely and surrendered to where the
wind was directing us. We floated downwind with the air
pushing us silently, gently along, with nothing to do but
listen for birds and the shush-shush of the manoomin,
and occasionally dip a paddle into the water for a slight
course correction. It was glorious.
More than once out there on the water I was reminded of
how my experience canoeing could be analogous to my
experience of faith. So often I am irritated or confused by
what the wind (ie., the Holy
Spirit) is doing. I’m wanting Her
to blow one way and She
blows another. I’m wanting to
go to point A and She seems
to be blowing me toward point
B. But when I stop trying to
control, second-guess or fight
against the Spirit’s movement
and instead take a breath,
relax and surrender, I find that the Spirit leads me exactly
to where I need to be.
Blessings and Peace,

Rachel

Woods Hall Gallery is open
Wednesday through Saturday
11am-4pm, Sunday noon - 3pm.
Gift certificates make a thoughtful
gift for a friend or family member.
If you aren’t able to shop during
regular business hours, personal
shopping sessions are available
by appointment. FaceTime,
Skype, and Zoom shopping is
another option.

Hankering for a beautiful rug,
pot, jewelry, painting for your
home? Wishing your child had
a rug to dress up a college
dorm room? Needing a
special item that represents
Madeline Island for a wedding
gift, baby shower, or birthday
present? Contact Gallery
Manager Tyna Waterhouse for help. 715-747-3943
or woodshallgallery@gmail.com

“We recently received this wooden rack from Jim
Rogers,” commented Tyna Waterhouse, our gallery
manager. “I’m not sure what the original purpose of the
rack may have been,
but it’s perfect for
our new jewelry
display. We are
happy to repurpose
this old island piece
to "new life."
The next time you
walk or drive by
Woods Hall Gallery, stop and enjoy the finishing touches
of our patio. Designed and constructed by creative
stonemason Tim Sullivan, our patio is a welcoming place
for people to gather. We are grateful to a generous donor
for funding this patio project for all to enjoy.

Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

The purpose of Woods Hall is to nurture creativity and
community on Madeline Island. We do this by providing
opportunities for creation of crafts in our well-equipped
facility, selling crafts in the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.

A Safe Harbor

Racial Justice - Study Group

Safe Harbor is a newly created Facebook group
designed for anyone longing to have a safe place to
collectively share and hold our grief and fear as well as
our hopes and dreams for our country leading up to and
immediately following the election.

Please join members of the extended Madeline Island
community as we continue to use Zoom to meet, discuss,
and learn about ways to promote racial justice:

If we were able to be in person during this time, we would
be holding weekly prayer vigils to support and encourage
each other as well as pray for our
nation. Since we are taking care
of each other by continuing to
physically distance, we are
experimenting with new ways to
meet our need for community.
So, this Facebook group is an
experiment we are excited to try!
Within the shelter of this space,
group members are invited to
share prayer requests, offer
prayers for the world, post poetry or music that is
speaking to their heart, etc.
The group will be moderated by Rev. Rachel and Sarah
Strong Norton to focus discussion on expressing hopes
and fears, not politics or policies.
To help create a safe community, this is a “closed”
Facebook group, but all who share in the intent of the
group are invited and encouraged to participate. Please
be in touch with Rev Rachel
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org) or Sarah
(Sarahnort@msn.com) if you would like to be added to
the group.

5:00 – 6:00 p.m. (Central time)
First and third Wednesday of the month
(This month: October 7 and 21)
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86087583300
This is a community-sponsored activity
and all are welcome!
Background
This group was started in the wake of George Floyd’s
death and the protests which followed. Many of us have
and do feel a need to be part of a culture of change, and
believe that such change can take many forms. We have
chosen to further and deepen our own knowledge of the
history, culture and practice of racism and efforts to
dismantle racism in this country.
Topic for October 7 meeting:
Isabel Wilkerson on America’s
Caste System
In our October 7 meeting, we will be
discussing:
Isabel Wilkerson on America’s
Caste System on the New Yorker’s
Politics and More Podcast.
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/politicalscene/isabel-wilkerson-on-americas-caste-system

St. John’s Bible Study
All are invited to join lively discussions at our St John’s
weekly Bible Study. Currently we are exploring the stories
found within Genesis and Exodus from a variety of
interpretive lenses (e.g., historical, literary/metaphoric,
liberationist, ecological, feminist, devotional, etc). If you
are curious about
the Bible and/or
longing for
engagement with
others who take this
ancient text
seriously, we would
love to have you join us! Friday mornings 10:30-Noon.
Zoom link on calendar. (For more information or to be
placed on the bible study email chain, contact Pastor
Rachel at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org)

(Participants may also wish to listen to Terry Gross’s
interview with Isabel Wilkerson on NPR.
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/04/898981897/isabelwilkerson-on-americas-caste-system)
In addition, we will also spend a little time during the
October 7 meeting talking about future plans – best time
to meet, inviting more participants, and future readings.
(A useful reading list, entitled “Scaffolded Anti-Racist
Resources,” is provided at:
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1PrAq4iBNb4nV
IcTsLcNlW8zjaQXBLkWayL8EaPlh0bc/mobilebasic )

Thanks to St. John’s for
providing zoom capacity
for this community event!

Centennial Events

Full Moon Circle for Women

Mark your calendar for these exciting
Centennial celebration events when
we commemorate the 100th
anniversary of our church’s founding:

By Julie Stryker

• Kick Off Event – Sunday January 10, 2021
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4,
2021

Full Moon Circle is Thursday October 1st at 8pm. We will
once again gather in spirit and light candles for the world
and our country as we continue to see a rise in Covid
cases in Wisconsin and with an enormous election
coming up. We light candles in gratitude for the the island
as we feel the comfort of her shores and the change of
seasons, helping us to find some grounding.

• August Celebrations:


Friday, August 13, 2021 – an old-fashioned
evening service and hymn-sing



Saturday, August 14 – an afternoon/early
evening “Garden Party”



Sunday, August 15 – a celebratory service of
worship and special music

• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s into
the future — Sunday, November 14, 2021

Ghost Bazaar

This is the Harvest Moon and in
Ojibwe Binaakwe-Giizis or Falling
Leaves Moon. The colors have
begun and the weather has been
glorious! Let us give thanks!
Because there are still no large
gatherings, we will continue to honor the Moon and our
intentions and light candles in our own homes or outside,
wherever everyone is comfortable. Any questions, email
me or message me. Contact Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com.
Thank you, Miigwech

Stories of Our Hearts

Is the Ghost
Bazaar still
happening??

YES! Consider a
donation equal to
what you would
have spent at the
real Bazaar!!

St. John’s is
happy to
accept your
donation to the Ghost Bazaar. This annual
event represents a significant portion of our
annual revenue so we are thankful for your contributions.
If you wish to support our fundraising efforts, please write
Ghost Bazaar in the memo line of your check. Your gifts
will support our ongoing ministries and outreach
programs.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon meetings.
AlAnon is a mutual support organization for
the families and friends of alcoholics. All
are welcome. Questions? Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from 4:30 – 5:30
pm. Until we can meet again in person, we will be on this
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, is
continuing to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because
we are meeting via Zoom,
we now have some
seasonal residents able to
join us. We welcome
newcomers, even if you just
want to drop in and say hello. Email facilitator Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.
Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. And, you
can ask Rachel to keep your
prayer request private or have a
name added to the list of people
we keep in our prayers during worship every Sunday.

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am

Keeping Track of Web Links on Calendar

All are invited to join Rachel at
8:30am on Sunday mornings in a
weekly circle of prayer via Zoom.
Because we will be sharing
confidential prayer concerns and
hoping to create connections
within the group, those interested
in participating are asked to make
a commitment to attend as regularly as possible. Zoom
link on website calendar.

We know it’s hard to keep track of
the links for so many virtual
events. To make it easy, we are
including all the web links on our
Google calendar
Go to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/ and click
on an event to find the web link!

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org

An Invitation to Participate
Fall Worship Series:
Faces of Faith, Tales of Transformation
People . . . living their lives as best they can . . . faced
with life’s inevitable challenges . . . and choosing to open
themselves to the possibility and promise that God is at
work.
Ordinary people? Or heroes?

Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CSzreNt7g
Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

There are many people we admire and wish to be –
people who have experienced times of challenge in their
lives when an encounter
with the Holy led to
transformation and new
life. This fall we’ll dig
deep into the stories of
often overlooked,
“ordinary” people in our
biblical narratives, and
also hear from members
of our St. John’s
community.
Join us each Sunday at 10am (or anytime that is
convenient for you) via the Youtube link
youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CSzreNt7g)
and be inspired by stories of transformation, both ancient
and contemporary, as we affirm the possibility and
promise of renewal in our own time and in our own lives.
God is at work, making a way out of no way, transforming
us and the world.
. . . and . . .
We would love to hear your story! If you are interested in
participating or finding out more, please be in contact with
Rachel (pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org or 831-5660353)
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The Falling Leaves
Today, as I rode by,
I saw the brown leaves dropping from their tree
In a still afternoon,
When no wind whirled them whistling to the sky,
But thickly, silently,
They fell, like snowflakes wiping out the noon;
And wandered slowly thence
For thinking of a gallant multitude
Which now all withering lay,
Slain by no wind of age or pestilence,
But in their beauty strewed
Like snowflakes falling on the Flemish clay.
~Margaret Postgate Cole, 1915

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating 100 years in 2021
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

