St. John’s United Church of Christ
Madeline Island Lighthouse
November 2020
St. John’s on Madeline Island

Christmas Program: Finding Shelter

Watch Your Mailbox

Mark your calendar for this year’s
Christmas Program: "Finding Shelter"

Saturday, December 19
6 PM CST
Zoom fellowship time to follow
Highlights of our annual Christmas Program include:
Ric Gillman will playing a holiday medley
Island children taping a reading from their homes
Reading of the Christmas story
Carols and more carols - with which to sing along
Solo performances
Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus
How to prepare?
Put December 19 on your calendar.
Send a photo (or two or three) to be included in the
opening prelude and throughout the Finding Shelter
production. Barb With is our Christmas Program
Producer. Send your photos to Barb With at
barbwith@gmail.com
Make a holiday drink and serve up some appetizers
or cookies for our Zoom fellowship gathering.
How can you help?
Search through your photographs to find pictures of
the choir so Barb With can arrange a slide show as
we 'sing' the Hallelujah Chorus. Send your photos
to Barb With at barbwith@gmail.com
Keep the faith...Marina Lachecki still intends to
direct the choir next year ~ live and in person with
all of you!
Watch White
Christmas
Sing carols when our
Finding Shelter
program premiers on
December 19.
Bake cookies, make a cocktail or punch, and join
the choir....virtually!
Watch for the Finding Shelter program in the December
Lighthouse!
Remember….. Mary and Joseph weren't with their
community either ~ and they still had Christmas.

Nature Around St. John's
By Joe Scarry
Just when Rachel and I were wondering, "Where does all
the birdseed go?" we saw this.
"Chickadees that live in areas with harsh winters are very
diligent about storing food for the winter, and a single
chickadee can
store up to a
thousand seeds
in a day, or eighty
thousand in a
season . . . (and)
. . . incredibly, the
bird can
remember where
each item is
stored."
~David Allen Sibley, What It's Like to Be a Bird

Pastor’s Column
Every year when I go to vote, I get
choked up. There is something
about physically taking my ballot to
the voting box that registers
viscerally in me. Perhaps I hear
my grandmother’s voice telling me,
yet again, as she did every year,
“When I was born women couldn’t
vote in this country.”
Who knows why it is that voting
chokes me up, but it always does. This year was no
exception. As I walked to Town Hall today, I teared up.
The act of voting is an act of hope.
And it is inspiring to me.
This is a big week in the life of our
country and as the election comes
closer and coronavirus infections
and deaths continue to rise, I found
myself being drawn into prayer even
more than usual. I wrote this prayer in my journal on the
day I went to vote this week and I share it with you as an
invitation for you to offer your own prayer: for our country,
for our communities and beloveds, for our own selves.
May you know God’s presence with you dear friends and
may God’s peace which passes all understanding keep
your hearts and minds both grounded and free in the
knowledge and love of God.
A prayer for this week
God, thank you for the gift of this day. Thank you for the
gift of being able to vote. Thank you for those who
worked to make it possible for me to vote. Thank you for
those running for public office and all of their staff and
volunteers. Everyone is saying this is the most important
election in our lifetime; and that seems true and yet
perhaps that is true for every election. Whatever the
results, God, help us to count every vote. Help us to hear
every voice. Regardless the outcome there will be so
much work to do. Help us to be up to the task. Help us
breathe in Your Spirit of peace and reconciliation, new life
and new possibility.
God, be with dear ones who are sick or suffering - from
the coronavirus, cancer, addiction, depression, anxiety,
illness. Be with those who are caring for them; bring
strength and support, resilience and relief. Help there to
be healing even when there cannot be a cure.
God, bring wisdom to anyone trying to discern how to
teach, parent, lead, own a business, run an organization,
be a good neighbor, live in community during these
unprecedented times of extended social distancing. God,
help us remember to laugh and to not take ourselves so

seriously even as we take very seriously the realities of
the pandemic. Renew us with Your spirit of promise and
hope, resilience and strength.
God, help us not be afraid of all that is unsettled and
unknown. Help us not be afraid of our fear. Breathe with
us, God. Help us see you at work today, in our lives, in
our world.
God, thank you for the gift of this day. For the release
that comes with the change of the seasons. For the
beauty of the migrating birds. For the power of the lake.
For the sweetness of kids in Halloween costumes. For
good books. For good friends. For love.
God, thank you for this life. Amen.
Blessings and Peace,

Rachel

Online Worship News
Advance notice of potential delay in streaming Sunday
Nov 8: On Sunday November 8 we will be trying a few
“behind the scenes”
changes/updates to our streaming.
We expect that these will be
seamless to viewers, but just in
case there is a delay, have no fear.
We ARE streaming on Nov 8, we
just may need a few extra minutes.
Thank you in advance for your patience.
Penny Gill will be our guest preacher on November 15
We have reached 100 subscribers on our youtube
channel which means we’ve unlocked new benefits, like
a more sensible youtube name:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Advent and Christmas Worship Theme:
“Those Who Dream”
Beginning Sunday, November 29
“When the Lord
restored the
fortunes of Zion,
we were like those
who dream.”
- Psalm 126
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When you drive or walk by Woods Hall, check out the
beautiful patio being finished by Tim Sullivan. We are
grateful to a generous donor for funding this patio project
for all to enjoy.
Sending a special shout out to our tremendous Woods
Hall cashier volunteers. This group on individuals worked
very hard to serve our customers
during this difficult time with
courage, facing all the strange
situations head on.
THANK YOU to Joan Watts, Judy
Schmidt, Jay Erstling, Carol Olson, Dolly Schneeberger,
Michele Auger, Susan Sabre, Viv(Sheri) Ross, Gwen
Patterson, Rachel Bauman, Penny Gill, Ava Love, Holly
Tourdot and Gina Russell.
Thanks to you, we had a wonderfully successful summer
season. Your volunteer efforts helped us showcase the
amazing talents of our artisans.

The purpose of Woods Hall is to nurture creativity and
community on Madeline Island. We do this by providing
opportunities for creation of crafts in our well-equipped
facility, selling crafts in the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.

Woods Hall Gallery hours:
Friday and Saturday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday: Noon – 3:00 pm
Start your Christmas and Hanukkah shopping early!
Woods Hall Gallery has a wide selection of rugs,
ceramics, painting, jewelry, note cards, candles, and
other artist items that make a thoughtful gift for your
friends and family. Gift certificates are also a wonderful
choice for a holiday gift. If you aren’t able to shop during
regular business hours, personal shopping sessions are
available by appointment. FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom
shopping is another option. Contact Gallery Manager
Tyna Waterhouse for help. 715-747-3943
or woodshallgallery@gmail.com

Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

News from St. John’s Church Council
By Debbie Knopf
I want to share with you a couple of highlights from our
Church Council business this past month. The first is that
on October 14th, we were able to have a joint Zoom
meeting between the Church Council and the Woods Hall
Board. This was very exciting for all of us as we strive for
deeper connection between St. John’s and its strongest
mission outreach, our beloved Woods Hall.

Our meeting was facilitated by
Sarah Caruso, on the topic of
‘Maximizing Board
Effectiveness.’ Sarah
previously held the role of President and CEO of the Twin
Cities United Way and has led such workshops for other
nonprofit groups throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin.
Our discussion focused on the work being done by the
Church Council and the Woods Hall board, interviews
with Pastor Rachel and both presidents of each
organization, Sarah’s observations, and input from
Council and Woods Hall board members. Key findings
reported by Sarah are:
• There is growing recognition and comfort around the
SHARED purpose and value of St. John’s Church
and Woods Hall.
• COVID-19 adjustments have been made swiftly and
smartly by both boards, with a clear focus on
mission.
• Woods Hall facilities continue to improve, and
Tyna’s (Woods Hall Manager) leadership continues
to enhance operations for both the artists and the
community. Mary Whittaker, as new Woods Hall
Board Chair, also is bringing new skills and
strengths in guiding the Board.
• St. John’s Council has accomplished many goals set
forth last fall, re-developing a working Stewardship
Committee, working on a more defined Financial
Plan, doing more outreach and connection with our
community at large, especially through food
resourcing with the Food Shelf, and working with
island food producers. The church has taken the
leadership in distribution of funds through the
Covid19 Relief Fund to island residents. St. John’s
has also maximized its use of technology to put forth
weekly worship services, regular Bible Study, Prayer
and Spiritual Practice groups, and a social Justice
Book group.

Sarah was very positive about the work and focus of both
groups, and their renewed opportunity to work together.
Identifying the common needs between Woods Hall and
St. John’s, looking at possibilities for collaborating with
other island or non-island groups, and planning/dreaming
for a real celebration of our upcoming Centennial, as we
move ahead into the next 100 years!
Sarah also guided us through discussion regarding Board
Best Practices, as we work towards moving forward on
our missions and goals for both organizations. It was a
great opportunity for both of our groups, and we came
away with renewed energy as well as a positive outlook
on the work we are doing.
The second item I would
like to share is the
decision the St. John’s
Council made regarding
our annual Christmas
program. Given the high
levels of caution about
public gatherings in this
time of the Covid-19
pandemic, the Council
voted unanimously to
cancel the in-person Christmas program this year. You
will see elsewhere in the Lighthouse that there are
musicians, and others, including Marina Lachecki, who
are beginning to put together an on-line version of this
event for our community.

Raku Kiln Looking for New Home
Woods Hall is selling this Olympic Gas Raku Kiln. Asking
price: $1200.

For more information, please
contact Tyna Waterhouse,
Woods Hall Gallery. (715)
747-3943,
woodshallgallery@gmail.com

St. John’s Community Food Shelf News
By Debbie Knopf
What a great year this has been in working together in
and beyond our community to sustain and grow our food
shelf! We were able to provide some food shelf dollars to
help the Community Garden,
as well as to help build
capacity for island food
producers. We ended the
season with the marvelous
Island Food Wagon, marketing
fresh grown island produce to island residents. Fresh
produce coupons were also provided at the Food Shelf
for folks in need to have access to the Food Wagon. The
Community Garden, and others, also kept a healthy stock
of produce coming into the Food Shelf refrigerator! What
a success this collaboration was! More plans are being
made through the coming winter to further the ways we
can work together to increase food sustainability in our
community.
In very exciting news, the
commercial grade
refrigerator and freezer,
that we were awarded
through a grant with the
Wisconsin Hunger Task Force and the Dept of
Agriculture, have arrived! It will require a team of strong
people, strategically planning and working together to get
these large units into the church’s food shelf space, but
there is no doubt it will be
happening soon! An energetic
work group appeared this past
Saturday and moved and
rearranged existing items to make
room for these new food storage
units, so soon we will be set up
with more capacity for food
storage for our community.
Lastly, a special thanks to all those who have so
generously been donating to the food shelf, especially
this month when many of our summer residents prepare
to head elsewhere for the winter and bring unused food
goods to the food shelf. Our shelves have been full with
your gifts and we are so
thankful!
(Earlier this summer we
stated that we could not
accept canned goods with
non-current “Sold by” dates
on them. We did receive clarification on this and can now
accept canned goods with “Sold by” dates up to two
years prior to the current date.)

Little Learners Preschool for our Youngest
Islanders
By Debbie Knopf
There has been a dream swirling about the island since
the previous childcare program closed about twenty
years ago, to have another place for young islanders,
particularly those between the ages of 3 and 4 to gather
and learn together. Lauren Schuppe, Director of the
Library, put her mind to this task, writing a grant and
finding the funding
to do just that.
There are four
children in this age
group on the island
this year that will
benefit from such a
program. Lauren
submitted a proposal to the Church Council for use of
part of the church basement to be used for the preschool
program. Due to questions regarding Covid-19, the
Council put this decision off for a time. We received word
recently that the Bayfield School Board, with guidance
from the Ashland County Health
Dept, had deemed that the La
Pointe School could re-open for
island elementary students, in a
hybrid model of in-person
attendance beginning October 26th.
While the Bayfield School will not
open until after November 30th, the
lack of Covid cases on the island is
permitting the Island School to open much earlier. There
are 6 children (half the school population) meeting in
person four days a week, social distancing and wearing
masks. With this news, the Council felt it could follow the
protocol set by the school and offer the space to be used
by the four preschoolers.
Debbie Knopf, who has 40 years of experience in the
field of Early Childhood Education, working directly with
children, families, and as a teacher-educator, has been
hired to teach and
operate the
program, with the
support of the
Library, and St.
John’s. Little
Learner’s Preschool
will meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 to
12 as long as it is considered to be safe and the La
Pointe school children are also attending classes. We will
plan to bring you regular news of this fun and lively group
as the year progresses.

A Safe Harbor

St. John’s Bible Study

Safe Harbor is a newly created Facebook group
designed for anyone longing to have a safe place to
collectively share and hold our grief and fear as well as
our hopes and dreams for our country leading up to and
immediately following the election.

All are invited to join our lively and growing Bible
Study community. We are making our way through the
stories of Genesis (this past Friday was the story of
Joseph and his many colored coat) and will be
beginning Exodus on Friday, November 13.

If we were able to be in person
during this time, we would be
holding weekly prayer vigils to
support and encourage each
other as well as pray for our
nation. Since we are taking
care of each other by
continuing to physically
distance, we are experimenting
with new ways to meet our
need for community. So, this
Facebook group is an
experiment we are excited to try!
Within the shelter of this space, group members are
invited to share prayer requests, offer prayers for the
world, post poetry or music that speaks to their heart, etc.
The group will be moderated by Rev. Rachel and Sarah
Strong Norton to focus discussion on expressing hopes
and fears, not politics or policies.
To help create a safe community, this is a “closed”
Facebook group, but all who share in the intent of the
group are invited and encouraged to participate. Please
be in touch with Rev Rachel
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org) or Sarah
(Sarahnort@msn.com) if you would like to be added to
the group.

Full Moon Circle for Women
By Julie Stryker

Bible Study – Fridays 10:30am – Noon
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/486508665
For more information or to be placed on the bible study
email chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Bible Study Update: When we got around to the story of
Joseph and his coat of many colors at the end of
Genesis, it was time to watch an old favorite: Joseph and
the Amazing
Technicolor
Dreamcoat. (Some
enthusiastic
viewers named
Joseph even have
a special scarf to
wear for the
occasion!)

Stories of Our Hearts
A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, is
continuing to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because
we are meeting via Zoom,
we now have some
seasonal residents able to
join us. We welcome
newcomers, even if you just
want to drop in and say hello. Email facilitator Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.

This month’s full moon in November is the Full Beaver
Moon on November 30. Beavers are making their lodges
ready for a long winter and it
also refers to trapping when the
trappers would gather the pelts
before winter set in.

Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!

On November 30th we will (still)
not be gathering in person. It’s
just too risky. So please I ask
everyone to light candles and pray for the health and well
being of our country and planet.

All are invited to join Rachel at 8:30am
on Sunday mornings in a weekly circle
of prayer via Zoom. Because we will be
sharing confidential prayer concerns
and hoping to create connections within
the group, those interested in
participating are asked to make a commitment to attend
as regularly as possible. Zoom link on website calendar.

Any questions, email me or message me. Contact Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/23/podcasts/nicewhite-parents-serial.html

Racial Justice - Study Group
The social justice book group that started meeting this
summer (reading works by Ibram X. Kendi and others)
has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide Racial
Justice Study Group. The group will meet monthly on
the first Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. (Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213).
The focus for November and
December will be racial justice
vis-à-vis Native Americans.
Subsequent months will
include films and readings by
James Baldwin, Ava
DuVernay, Michelle Alexander,
and Isabel Wilkerson. The full
reading list (including supplementary recommendations)
can be found on the St. John’s website:
www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Thanks to St. John’s for providing zoom
capacity for this community event!

Centennial Events
Mark your calendar for these exciting
Centennial celebration events when
we commemorate the 100th
anniversary of our church’s founding:
• Kick Off Event – Sunday January 10, 2021
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4,
2021
• August Celebrations:

November 2020 (Wednesday, November 4th)
● Mark Charles – Ted Talk --The truth behind 'We the
People' - the three most misunderstood words in US
history.
https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_charles_the_truth_b
ehind_we_the_people_the_three_most_misundersto
od_words_in_us_history
● Wisconsin PBS – Tribal Historieshttps://www.pbs.org/show/tribal-histories/ Complete
episode list on Wisconsin PBS (There are more
episodes than what I saw listed on the main PBS
site) https://pbswisconsin.org/watch/tribal-histories/
● Tommy Orange – There There Book
December 2020
(Wednesday, December 2)
● Podcast – ‘How Are
Contemporary Native
Americans Thriving?’
with Dr. Elizabeth Rule
from Getting Curious
with Jonathan Van Ness on Apple Podcasts.
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-arecontemporary-native-americans-thriving-drelizabeth/id1068563276?i=1000494674841
● Podcast -- Everything You Learned About
Thanksgiving Is Wrong
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/21/us/thanksgiving
-myths-fact-check.html?referringSource=articleShare
● Podcast -- Serial and The New York Times: “Nice
White Parents”



Friday, August 13, 2021 – an old-fashioned
evening service and hymn-sing



Saturday, August 14 – an afternoon/early
evening “Garden Party”



Sunday, August 15 – a celebratory service of
worship and special music

• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s into
the future — Sunday, November 14, 2021
•

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon meetings.
AlAnon is a mutual support organization for
the families and friends of alcoholics. All
are welcome. Questions? Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from 4:30 – 5:30
pm. Until we can meet again in person, we will be on this
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. And, you
can ask Rachel to keep your
prayer request private or have a
name added to the list of people
we keep in our prayers during worship every Sunday.

Keeping Track of Web Links on Calendar
We know it’s hard to keep track of
the links for so many virtual
events. To make it easy, we are
including all the web links on our
Google calendar
Go to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/ and click
on an event to find the web link!

My November Guest
My Sorrow, when she's here with me,
Thinks these dark days of autumn rain
Are beautiful as days can be;
She loves the bare, the withered tree;
She walked the sodden pasture lane.
Her pleasure will not let me stay.

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org

She talks and I am fain to list:
She's glad the birds are gone away,
She's glad her simple worsted gray

Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi

Is silver now with clinging mist.

Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland

The desolate, deserted trees,
The faded earth, the heavy sky,

Worship Streaming:

The beauties she so truly sees,
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

She thinks I have no eye for these,
And vexes me for reason why.
Not yesterday I learned to know
The love of bare November days
Before the coming of the snow,
But it were vain to tell her so,
And they are better for her praise.

November

Robert Frost

Besides the autumn poets sing,
A few prosaic days
A little this side of the snow
And that side of the haze.
A few incisive mornings,
A few ascetic eyes, —
Gone Mr. Bryant's golden-rod,
And Mr. Thomson's sheaves.
Still is the bustle in the brook,
Sealed are the spicy valves;
Mesmeric fingers softly touch
The eyes of many elves.
Perhaps a squirrel may remain,
My sentiments to share.
Grant me, O Lord, a sunny mind,
Thy windy will to bear!
Emily Dickinson

St. John’s Wishes You a
Very Happy Thanksgiving

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/

Sunday

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship and
Communion, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am

1

8
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22

Worship, 10 am, Penny
Gill preaching

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Monday
2
Food Market Wagon, 4 –
5:30pm

9
Food Market Wagon, 4 –
5:30pm

16
Food Market Wagon, 4 –
5:30pm

23
Food Market Wagon, 4 –
5:30pm

Tuesday

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

3

10

17

24

30
DECEMBER 1
Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm
Food Market Wagon, 4 –
5:30pm
Full Moon Circle for
Women, 8:00 pm

Wednesday

Racial Justice Study
Group 5 -6 pm

Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 8:30 – 10 am
Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

4

11

18

25

2

Thursday

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

5

12

19

3

26

THANKSGIVING

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Friday

6

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

13

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

20

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

27

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

4

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

Saturday

7

14

21

28

5
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating 100 years in 2021
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

