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Community Christmas Program:
Finding Shelter
Tune in for our annual Christmas
Program: "Finding Shelter"

Saturday, December 19
6 PM CST
Zoom fellowship time to follow
Our annual Christmas Program features carols, solo
performances, readings, and more. Stir up a holiday
beverage, serve up some appetizers or cookies, put on
your favorite slippers, and join Island friends, near and
far, to celebrate together.

Finding Shelter
Coming Soon…..
to a Device Near You!

https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Remember….. Mary and Joseph weren't with their
community either ~ and they still had Christmas.

HELP! Barb With still needs more photographs for
our Christmas Program! Dig out an old snapshot,
scroll through photos on your
phone, take a selfie. It’s your
chance for
Hollywood fame!

Christmas Eve Service at 4pm
Pastor Rachel invites you to join her for a special
Christmas Eve Service on Thursday, December 24 at 4
pm. See our beloved church altar decorated for
Christmas, enjoy special music performed by Sheri
Milburn, and hear a message from Rachel about
dreaming and being open to the many ways the Creator’s
Spirit burns brightly in your life. Tune in on this site:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Those Who Dream… with Poetry
For three weeks in December, join Pastor Rachel in this
weekly small group where we will reflect on poems
related to our “Those Who Dream” theme. Gathering via
Zoom, Rachel will lead participants through a modified
version of Lectio
Divina with the
poem as the text
instead of a
Bible passage.
Lectio Divina pronounced
"lexio" - means
'divine reading'
and is a meditative method for allowing the “ear of your
heart” to listen to the voice of Holy through the text. To
keep the groups small enough for connection and
conversation there are two opportunities each week:
Thursdays at 10:15am (December 3, 10, 17)

Photo Deadline:
December 11.
The earlier the
better!!!

or
Tuesdays at 3:00pm (December 8, 15, 22)
Email Rachel (pastor@stjohnsmadeline.org) to sign up
and receive the zoom link for the Those Who Dream
session on Tuesdays or Thursdays

Pastor’s Column

Rachel’s Advent Gift to YOU!

Dear friends,

Rachel has a special
Advent present for
each of you. You’ll
find your gift on
page 4 of this issue
of the Lighthouse.

Advent is my favorite season of the
church year! I love all of it:
decorating the tree, lighting the
candles on the advent wreath,
singing the carols and gathering in
joyful community as we wait with
expectant hope for Emmanuel,
God-With-Us, to be born anew in
our hearts and in the world.
This year Advent will be different,
of course, as it joins the long list of traditions and
celebrations that have been altered due to the realities of
COVID-19. Although it would be dishonest to say I have
not shed my share of tears for what has been lost and
how I miss the embodied nature of our life together, my
heart is still full of Advent hope and expectation. Perhaps
it is the exact nature of this strange year that creates
extra potency in my Advent “watching and waiting.” The
work of the Holy is not confined by our traditions and so I
am excited to see how God uses this extraordinary
moment we are in to reveal Godself and God’s dream for
us and the world. The light will return, Christmas will
come!
Within this edition of the Lighthouse are many
opportunities for spiritual practice designed to support
you in your Advent journey of watching, waiting and
dreaming. I hope you will take advantage of these
invitations into intentionally engaging the wonder and
mystery of this season.
May you know the hope, peace, joy and love of the Holy
Presence with you in your journey.
Blessings and Peace,

Rachel

Blessings to you this
Advent season.
Pastor Rachel
invites you to dream
together and open
our hearts to love
and hope as we
await the wonder of
Jesus’ birth.

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to
Pastor Rachel’s private
inbox. And, you can ask
Rachel to keep your prayer
request private or have a
name added to the list of
people we keep in our prayers during worship every
Sunday.

Gratitude for your Gifts
By Debbie Knopf, President, Church Council
As we embark on this season of Advent, I want to thank
you for the many ways you support St. John’s. I am
especially grateful to you for your financial gifts that
ensure our capacity to expand our ministries and
community outreach. Thanks to your generosity, St.
John’s is working to inspire individuals and be a vibrant
resource in our beloved community.
For those of you who may not have received our annual
Stewardship appeal letter, we are reprinting the letter on
the next page.
Thank you, in advance, for your financial support of St.
John’s. Together, we are helping St. John’s cultivate
faith, convene community, and create opportunities to
discover the Spirit alive in each of us.

Dear Friends,
I am writing you today with my heart full of gratitude. Although 2020 has been a year of incredible challenges, St.
John’s continues to thrive in its mission of supporting the spiritual and communal well-being of all those who call
Madeline Island home.
I invite you to consider a stretch gift this year. Your generosity will help us end the year on strong financial footing and
ensure our capacity to expand our ministries and community outreach as we embark on our centennial year in 2021.
We know our work is having a significant impact in the lives of many. Here are what friends are saying about key
aspects of our shared life together . . .
. . . on weekly worship:
“St. John’s online/streaming worship presence is important to so many people. I for one utilize and enjoy the online
worship whether I am on or off the island. Being disabled and nonverbal it is hard for me to attend services, even
though we live within walking distance to the church when we are on the island. Rachel does a great job with the
service and I have been especially grateful for the efforts of our music director, Sheri Milburn, in finding ways to
add music and singing voices to the webstream. Online worship will continue to be a blessing well beyond the
pandemic.” – Todd Carlson
. . . on education and faith formation:
“Weekly Zoom Bible Study has been a powerful experience for me this year. The connection in an otherwise
isolated time has meant the world to me. And for someone who has feared and almost hated the Bible, our
discussions have opened my eyes even wider to the spirit of God.” – Gwen Smith Patterson
. . . on community-wide programs:
“St. John’s has helped me maintain a sense of community during this pandemic. This was especially true after the
death of George Floyd. The Madeline Island Racial Justice Study Group gives me a way to participate in the
conversation about racial inequity. For me, this is what community is all about – having an exchange of ideas,
valuing the beliefs of others and deepening our connections within our communities.” – Robin Roderick
. . . on spiritual support groups:
“This year of pandemia has introduced new and difficult challenges to my brain. Rachel's offering of a spiritual
support group via Zoom was like a candle in the darkness. Being "together" and sharing safely what was on our
hearts proved to be a welcome escape from isolation. I am inspired by the many ways people delve into spiritual
practice. As always, St. John's is a rock in a weary land.” – Barbara Meyer
. . . on artistry and creativity:
“I am amazed by the creativity of Woods Hall artists. A mission of St. John’s, Woods Hall is a haven for artists.
Woods Hall showcases the story of how our church supports the socio-economic health of local artisans and
cultivates creative expression.” – Tyna Waterhouse, Woods Hall Retail & Gallery Manager
. . . on community partnerships and connections:
“Our partnership with St. John’s has been integral to the success of the Madeline Island Community Garden. We’re
able to produce and distribute local produce to serve Madeline Island residents in a greater capacity than ever
before.” – Janet Moore, Garden Manager
Thanks to you, St. John’s provides meaningful programming and strengthens community connections. Please join me
in making a year-end gift to St. John’s so we can continue to inspire individuals and be a vibrant resource in our
beloved community.
There are two ways to donate. Please mail your check to PO Box 14, LaPointe, WI 54850. Or, if you prefer, donate
online at www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org and click on the “Give” button at the top right. With sincere gratitude for
your partnership in St. John’s mission,
Debbie Knopf, President, Church Council
St. John’s Church Council: Michael Childers, Denise Hardie, Ron Harrold, Rob
Karwath, Max Imholte, Debbie Knopf, Jerry Speckien, Marty Vadis; Rachel Bauman

8
Pray for a stranger.

1
Turn off social media
for the day. All day.
Notice what dreams
you may be awake to
today in this open
space.

Tuesday

9
Read a favorite poem
out loud.
Go to
poetryfoundation.org
and type “dreamer”
into the search box.

2
Think of someone for
whom it is easy for
you to love. Pray for
dreams they may have
for themselves.

Wednesday

17
In honor of Mary and
Joseph, think about a
family you know who
might be having a
tough time. How
might you show them
some love today?

10
Share the poem you
chose yesterday with
someone else

3
Make a fort out of
blankets. Go inside in
the quiet and hear
what God has to say.

Thursday

18
Spend 15 minutes
today listening to
some sacred music
(you decide what type
of music that is for
you!).

11
Eat a perfect
clementine or grape
or apple. Some fruit in
your life is ripe for
picking. What is it?
Ponder, then pluck.

4
Think of someone for
whom it is hard for
you to love. Pray for
dreams they may
have for themselves.

Friday

19
Enjoy an island Christmas
tradition (even in its
different format). Watch
the online Christmas
program at 6pm (find the
link at
stjohnsmadelineisland.org)

12
Do something creative
today: make an ornament,
cook a new recipe, write
an Advent haiku. .

5
Write a letter and mail it
to someone, just to say
you are thinking of them.

Saturday

Advent 2020

7
Who has helped
“prepare the way” for
you? Consider how
you might let them
know their role in
helping your dreams
come to fruition.

16
Have a 3-minute
dance party. Then
another one. (You can
even do this sitting
down!) Be your
favorite age again.

Monday

6
Make peace on earth
begin with you. Sit
somewhere quiet.
Listen to nothing but
your own breathing
for five minutes.
15
Spend five minutes
watching a bird
today. Give thanks for
the other-thanhuman persons with
whom we share this
life.

Sunday

13
Write down three
things that give you
joy, even after all you
have been through.

14
Tonight is the New
Moon – a time for
dreaming & new
possibilities. Listen to
the dreams of your
heart, offer these as
prayer into the night
sky.

23
Imagine humans on
each continent on
earth. For what might
they be dreaming?
Pray for each one.

24
As the sun goes down
this holy night, light a
candle & give thanks
for the part of God’s
dream that burns
brightly through your
precious life.

Merry Christmas!

25

20
Sing Christmas Carols
at the top of your
lungs.

21
What do you need to
let go of to make
room for dreams yet
to be?.

22
Wake up early and
watch the sunrise.
Feel the turning of
the world. The Light is
only getting stronger,
however it may seem.

Thank you to Rev. Molly Baskette for inspiration for this calendar

Start your Christmas,
Hanukkah, and other
holiday shopping early!
Woods Hall Gallery has
a wide selection of rugs,
ceramics, painting,
jewelry, note cards,
candles, and other artist
items that make a
thoughtful gift for your
friends and family.
Gift certificates are also
a wonderful choice for a
holiday gift. If you aren’t
able to shop during regular business hours, personal
shopping sessions are available by appointment.
FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom shopping is another option.
Contact Gallery Manager Tyna Waterhouse for help.
715-747-3943 or woodshallgallery@gmail.com

The purpose of Woods Hall is to
nurture creativity and community
on Madeline Island. We do this
by providing opportunities for
creation of crafts in our wellequipped facility, selling crafts in
the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.
For nearly seventy years, Woods Hall has played a
fundamental role in the artistic life and economic health of
Madeline Island. More than seventy artisans sell their
work through Woods Hall Gallery, many using the
weaving, ceramic, and jewelry studios to create their art.

Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

Woods Hall Gallery hours:
Friday and Saturday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday: Noon – 3:00 pm

Advent and Christmas Worship Theme:
“Those Who Dream”
“When the Lord restored the fortunes of
Zion, we were like those who dream.”
- Psalm 126

Graphic Design by Lauren Wright Pittman |
Original photography by Lisle Gwynn Garrity |
A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Weekly Advent Labyrinth Walks
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, 23. 6:30 pm CST
Our December labyrinth walks are facilitated by Barrie
Carter Gibby, labyrinth facilitator, faculty at
www.Veriditas.org, the worldwide labyrinth project.
Advent brings about a renewed dreaming of what might
be to come. The Latin adventus means “arrival” and the
anticipation of that
emergence of Holy Light
into our lives. Like the
iconic Advent wreath circle
of wholeness, we gather to
honor our journey by
walking the labyrinth, this
year in the form of online
finger walks.

“What does it look like to live as those who dream? The
prophets, the psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary,
Elizabeth, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the
Magi—they were all dreamers. They received,
discovered, and responded to God’s dreams for the
world.

Each Wednesday at 6:30
CST, a 30-minute walking meditation is offered
throughout Advent as the days grow darker and the
lighted path grows brighter. Our online circle will
celebrate the progression of lighted candles of Hope,
Peace, Love, and Joy.

“In Advent, we step into the mystery and awe of God’s
dreams and pray they shape our reality. This worship
theme is for the dreamers in all of us—those who dream
of a deeper connection with God and those who dream of
a better world. It’s for those who dream of comfort and for
those who have given up on their dreams. It’s for those
whose dreams have been crushed and for those who
show us that dreams take time.

Please let Rachel know of your interest
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org) so that a Zoom link
can be sent to you. You are welcome to participate in all
or some.

“Join us this Advent as we dream alongside prophets and
angels, Mary and the Magi. Join us as we seek and sow
God’s dreams for our world.” – from A Sanctified Art
December 6, 10am -- "Those who dream...prepare the
way for peace"
Scriptures: Mark 1: 1-8; Isaiah 40: 1-11; Psalm 85: 12 and 8-13
December 13, 10 am -- "Those who dream...sow joy”
Scriptures: Luke 1: 26-45; Psalm 126
December 20, 10am -- "Those who dream..are not
alone"
Scriptures: Luke 1: 46-55, Isaiah 61
December 24 – 4pm -- "This night WE are those who
dream"
Scriptures: Luke 2: 1-20; Isaiah 9: 2-7

Little Learners Preschool for our Youngest
Islanders
Thanks to Lauren Schuppe, Director of the Library, for
obtaining funding for this program, four children are able
to attend Little Learners Preschool.
Debbie Knopf, who has 40 years of experience in the
field of Early Childhood Education working directly with
children, families, and as a teacher-educator, has been
hired to teach and
operate the program,
with the support of the
Library and St. John’s.
Little Learner’s
Preschool meets on
Tuesday and
Thursday mornings
from 9 to 12 as long
as it is considered to
be safe.
Debbie Knopf leads a group of
preschoolers on a gorgeous fall day.

Food Shelf Benefits from New Appliances

St. John’s Bible Study

Our Food Shelf is
now better
equipped to freeze
and refrigerate
meats, produce,
and other food
products to benefit
our community.
Ron Harrold, Max
Imholte, Joe Abbott,
Ken Mhyre, and Jeff Theune helped move the new
commercial Refrigerator and Freezer units into St. John’s
Community
Kitchen.
Special thanks
to Alan Hardy
who supplied
the forklift to
move these
heavy units into
place!

All are invited to join our lively and growing Bible
Study community. On Friday, 10:30 am – Noon, we
are making our
way through the
stories of Genesis.

Our old white Kenmore refrigerator needs a new home.
Its dimensions are 33" high, 21 1/4" wide, and 23 1/2"
deep. Please contact Rachel if you are interested.

Full Moon Circle for Women
By Julie Stryker
This month’s full moon is the Full
Cold Moon or in Ojibwe, ManidooGiizisoons Little Spirit Moon.
Ancient European pagans called it
the Moon Before Yule, in honor of
the Yuletide festival celebrating the return of the sun
heralded by winter solstice.
On the Full Cold Moon, December 29, we will gather at
7:00 pm to light candles for the coming year. We are
praying for loved ones who are sick. Praying for our new
government. Prayers for our families, the Island, the lake,
the earth. We need to heal from this past year and
imagine a better year.
Any questions, email me or message me. Contact Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

Online Worship
We have reached 100 subscribers on
our youtube channel which means
we’ve unlocked new benefits, like a
more sensible youtube name:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

For more
information or to be
placed on the bible
study email chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/486508665

Stories of Our Hearts
A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, continues
to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because we are
meeting via Zoom, we now
have some seasonal
residents able to join us.
We welcome newcomers,
even if you just want to
drop in and say hello. Email facilitator Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.
Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am
All are invited to join Rachel at 8:30am
on Sunday mornings in a weekly circle
of prayer via Zoom. Because we will be
sharing confidential prayer concerns
and hoping to create connections within
the group, those interested in
participating are asked to make a
commitment to attend as regularly as possible. Zoom link
on website calendar.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon meetings.
AlAnon is a mutual support organization
for the families and friends of alcoholics.
All are welcome. Questions? Contact
Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from 4:30 – 5:30 pm. Until we
can meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Racial Justice Study Group

Keeping Track of Web Links on Calendar

The social justice book group that started meeting this
summer (reading works by Ibram X. Kendi and others)
has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide Racial
Justice Study Group. The group will meet monthly on
the first Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. (Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213).

We know it’s hard to keep track of
the links for so many virtual
events. To make it easy, we are
including all the web links on our
Google calendar.

The focus for November and
December will be racial justice
vis-à-vis Native Americans.
Subsequent months will include
films and readings by James
Baldwin, Ava DuVernay,
Michelle Alexander, and Isabel
Wilkerson. The full reading list
(including supplementary recommendations) can be
found on the St. John’s website:
www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Wednesday, December 2:
● Tommy Orange – There
There Book
● Podcast – ‘How Are
Contemporary Native
Americans Thriving?’
with Dr. Elizabeth Rule from Getting Curious with
Jonathan Van Ness on Apple Podcasts.
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/how-arecontemporary-native-americans-thriving-drelizabeth/id1068563276?i=1000494674841
● Podcast -- Everything You Learned About
Thanksgiving Is Wrong
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/21/us/thanksgiving
-myths-fact-check.html?referringSource=articleShare
● Podcast -- Serial and The New York Times: “Nice
White Parents”
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/23/podcasts/nicewhite-parents-serial.html
Thanks to St. John’s for providing zoom capacity for
this community event!

Go to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/ and click
on an event to find the web link!

Centennial Events
Mark your calendar for these exciting
Centennial celebration events when
we commemorate the 100th
anniversary of our church’s founding:
• Kick Off Event – Sunday January 10, 2021
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4,
2021
• August Celebrations:


Friday, August 13, 2021 – an old-fashioned
evening service and hymn-sing



Saturday, August 14 – an afternoon/early
evening “Garden Party”



Sunday, August 15 – a celebratory service of
worship and special music

• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s into
the future — Sunday, November 14, 2021

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Community Housing Survey
Watch for this local housing survey.
Recipiens are encouraged to
complete the survey and return it
ASAP. The results will be helpful as
we seek ways to make our local
housing supply align with our needs.

Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/

Sunday

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship and
Communion, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

29

6

13

20

27

Monday
30

7

14

21

28

Tuesday
DECEMBER 1
Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

8
Those Who Dream, 3:00
pm
Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Wednesday

Racial Justice Study
Group 5 -6 pm

Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 8:30 – 10 am
Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

2

9

16

Thursday

Those Who Dream,
10:15 am
Storiees of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Those Who Dream,
10:15 am
Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Those Who Dream,
10:15 am

15
Those Who Dream, 3:00
pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

23

30
NEW YEARS EVE

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE, 4 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

22

29

Those Who Dream, 3:00
pm
Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm
Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7:00 pm

3

10

17

Friday

4

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

11

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

Saturday

5

12

19

2

26

18

25

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

CHRISTMAS

FINDING SHELTER
Communuty Christmas
Program 6:00 pm CST
and
Zoom Fellowship
Gathering

24

2021

JANUARY 1

31

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating 100 years in 2021
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

