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Oh my dear! 2021 is here!
By Nile and Sarah Norton
And you know what that means? This year marks onehundred years of St. John’s church supporting the
spiritual and communal needs of Madeline Island’s
residents and visitors! That calls for a celebration!
Our heated election is over, Thanksgiving and Christmas
are behind us, and most of the decorations are stored
away for another year, but the Centennial Committee is
looking ahead. We met via Zoom several weeks ago to
make plans for the services and events to be held
throughout the Centennial year.
With the Covid-19 pandemic still affecting the way we all
live, move, and gather, the committee will be developing
fresh ideas for the virtual worship services. We will also
seek to adapt “live” events where social distancing
actually enhances the experience rather than limits the
celebratory and historical nature of the activity. Small
group activities might replace the larger gatherings.
As you may remember, last summer the Centennial
Committee sent out requests for suggested names for
our celebration. We received replies from the following
St. John’s family:
•

Rob and Wendy MacDougall

•

Nori Newago

•

Nile Norton

•

Joe Scarry

We thank them for their contributions in naming our
centennial celebration!
During the May 11, 2020 meeting of the Centennial
Committee, we read through all the suggestions and the
minutes from that meeting record our decision.
“Finding that the church has provided both spiritual
growth and spirited activities through the years, the
combination of two suggested names, “A Century of
Spiritual Nurture” and “100 Years of Island Spirit”
resulted in a new name: “A Century of Island Spirit.”
The committee has ordered two banners with the
following design to be displayed at the church. The
banners have the church logo as the centerpiece, with
the tag line, followed by the slogan.

Be sure to log into the Sunday Morning Service, on
YouTube, January 10, 2021 as we kick-off the festivities
of Centennial with special features: historical readings,
musical selections, news, and of course, Pastor Rachel’s
stimulating sermons.
“Brothers, listen in to the Saint John’s choir,
Listen to the glad Hosannas roll!
Sisters, gather ‘round.
Hear the Glorious sound!
If you want to hear the songs of Zion,
Listen to the Saint John’s choir sing,
Get in touch with God!
Turn the volume up!”

Centennial Book Coming this Spring
A special book commemorating St. John’s Centennial will
be published this spring. Titled St. John’s Ministry on
Madeline Island: A Century of Island Spirit, the book is a
collection of stories, reflections, history, and photographs
following the marks of ministers, congregational leaders,
and individuals who contributed to
compassionate caring for those who
dwell here.
Order your copy today! $25 for
books pre-ordered by March 31,
2021. Beginning April 1, 2021, book
costs increase to $30.
To request your commemorative copy
of St. John’s Ministry on Madeline Island, scroll down on
our website homepage and click “Add to Cart”
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ It will direct you to the
order form where you can pre-order the book and pay by
check or credit card.

Pastor’s Column
Blessing the New Year
Blessing is something we do a lot of at St. John’s. We
bless the bread at communion and the waters at baptism.
We bless new members as they join our church and
beloved friends as they leave
us for new adventures. We
bless babies into new life and
confirmands into Christian
community. We bless the food
that nourishes our bodies and
the Lake that sustains our lives.
And this month, as the calendar
turns from December to
January, we have the
opportunity to bless the new
year.
And so what is a blessing? A blessing is a calling in of
the Life Force at the center of all creation – asking that it
fill, protect, sustain that which we bless.
Some of us may understand the source of blessing as
God; while others may call it Universal Kindness,
Compassion, Love, or Spirit; and for still others the right
words might be “The Eternal” or “The Divine.” Whatever
the name, the most important thing is to understand that
to bless is both an act of care and of responsibility. That
is because “to bless” is not only to call in God’s life
giving power, but also to create a bond between us
and that which we bless.
One way of thinking about the energy of blessing is that it
moves in a never-ending spiral rather than in one
direction, traveling “back” to fill the agent of blessing
while also moving beyond, past the original intended
recipient. Invoking divine presence on behalf of that
which we bless ignites our innate creativity, kindness,
empathy and compassion, drawing us in to relationship
so that we become active agents for the flourishing and
health of the world. This is the way blessing works.
And so how and why might we
bless the new year? In his
book To Bless the Space Between
Us, Irish poet John O’Donohue
wrote that every threshold invites
and needs blessing. A new day, a
new job, a change in relationship,
any beginning or ending offers an
opportunity to notice, name and
release what is ending as well
summon, welcome and celebrate
what is beginning.

An intentional ritual of blessing supports us in letting
go of what no longer serves and creates a hospitable
space in our hearts, minds and spirits for the new
that is to come.
Given the unprecedented level of challenge, loss and
change wrought by the past year as well as the tender
uncertainty in the year ahead, I invite you to consider
what blessing you might offer for the year ahead. To
inspire and support you in this
endeavor, I hope you will join
me for worship each Sunday in
January where we will explore
this practice of blessing learning from the teachings in
our Hebrew and Christian
scriptures and from the witness
of Jesus. Additionally, for those
interested in putting thoughts
and intentions down on paper,
please join me for a “Blessing
the New Year” mini-workshop
from 11:30-1pm on Sunday,
January 17.
As you travel in to this new year, I close with this short
blessing for each of you:
May we embrace this turning of the year
with a willingness to release all that has been,
giving thanks for what has been learned
and to receive all that awaits,
accepting the risk inherent in the new.
May we seek the Holy within ourselves
and offer this as a blessing into the world.
Blessings and Peace,

Rachel

Blessing the New Year Workshop
Sunday, January 17, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
This mini-workshop will take place via Zoom from 11:30
am – 1pm on Sunday, January 17 and will lead
participants through a contemplative creative process for
crafting your own blessing for the year ahead. The
workshop will include a brief teaching on the spiritual
practice of blessing as well as
examples of blessings from a
diversity of spiritual traditions.
Please RSVP to Rachel so she
can send you materials in advance
as well as the Zoom link
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org)

Back by Popular Demand
Red Eldred’s creative adaptation of ‘Twas
the Night Before Christmas was a delightful
hit at the Community Christmas Program. If
you missed it or want to enjoy it again, go
to our streaming YouTube channel and
click on the link for December 19. It’s an
Oscar winning performance!
An Island Visit From Saint Nick
By Tim Eldred
'Twas the night before Christmas, and round Mad’lin isle
Superior was frozen for mile after mile
Out on the ice the snow blew and it spread
Enough to keep Islanders snugly abed
Each home was festooned with green garlands and lights
And children were dreaming with glee through the night
By morning they hoped that Saint Nick would come forth
With a bag full of gifts from his workshop up north
But the storm as we’ll see was a trouble for Nick
He got to the Island but the snow was too thick
Bad weather meant he couldn’t finish his run
And without a miracle Christmas was done
In silence he crept through the cold quiet town
Looking for help in each shed and each barn
Then he peeked in the workshop of a man called Old Nels
And it looked like it could have been used by his elves.
A dim lantern was hung from the ceiling so low
It cast a warm glow on the workbench below
The shavings and dust of the sweet smelling pine
Told Santa that here was where help he would find
He peered in the corners and examined each nook
‘Til an object in back made him take a long look
Hidden ‘neight layers of cobwebs and grime
Stood a strange looking craft like from some other time
He squinted and tilted his head to assess
But to him it was just an incredible mess
Part bobsled, or flying machine or a cart
It might do the job but where would he start
The bottom was flat like an artic bateau
And a large wood propeller must be what made it go
The name on the side made him wonder aloud
Maybe ‘cause “Maybe” was what it was called
Then somewhere in back a hinge creaked and a door
Opened a crack and a light crossed the floor
Nels entered and asked “do you need some assistance
It looks like you came here from quite a long distance”

“Why yes my young fellow” said Nick to Old Nels
I’ve a favor to ask if you’d sit for a spell
Well Nels never saw someone dressed in such clothes
Red suit trimmed with fur from his head to his toes
“Please call me Nels” he said for himself
“Kris Kringle some call me” said the Jolly Old Elf
“I’m hoping that thing there will help with my cargo
To bring toys to children for Christmas tomorrow”
Eyeing the stranger and scratching his nose
Nels said “we call that a windsled, you knows
And makin’ kids happy is a job worth persuin’
But drivin’ a windsled - that takes some real doin’”
“Please” said the elf “won’t you drive it for me?
Besides, without reindeer I’ll need company
You know that those fellas can be rather chatty”
And Nels thought this fella seems a little bit batty
But Nels knew a man who was good when he saw ‘im
And said “Wait a sec while I get a warm coat on.”
They pulled and they pushed “Maybe” out of the shed
And Santa worked quickly to load up the sled
With a spin of the prop the machine coughed then roared
And zipped like a comet away from the shore
Off with a dash like a great noble steed
It pranced and it danced while it got up to speed
Then Nick layed his finger aside of his nose
And up to the heavens the windsled arose
They called to the isle as they shot out of sight
“Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night!”

Centennial Celebration Events
Mark your calendar for these
exciting Centennial celebration
events throughout 2021 when we
commemorate the 100th anniversary
of our church’s founding:
• Kick Off Event – Sunday January 10
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4
• August Celebrations:
 Friday, August 13 – an old-fashioned evening
service and hymn-sing
 Saturday, August 14 – an afternoon/early
evening “Garden Party”
 Sunday, August 15 – a celebratory service of
worship and special music
• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s
into the future — Sunday, November 14

Woods Hall Gallery has a wide selection of rugs,
ceramics, painting, jewelry, note cards, candles, and
other items that make a thoughtful gift for your friends
and family.
Gift certificates are available as are personal shopping
sessions. FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom shopping is
another option. Contact Gallery Manager Tyna
Waterhouse for help. 715-747-3943
or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Woods Hall Gallery hours:
Website: www.woodshall.com

Saturday and
Sunday: Noon – 3:00 pm
For nearly seventy
years, Woods Hall
has played a
fundamental role in
the artistic life and
economic health of
Madeline Island.
More than seventy
artisans sell their
work through
Woods Hall
Gallery, many
using the weaving,
ceramic, and
jewelry studios to
create their art.

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

The purpose of Woods Hall is
to nurture creativity and
community on Madeline
Island. We do this by
providing opportunities for
creation of crafts in our wellequipped facility, selling crafts
in the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.

Full Moon Circle for Women

Stories of Our Hearts

By Julie Stryker

A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, continues
to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because we are
meeting via Zoom, we now
have some seasonal
residents able to join us.
We welcome newcomers,
even if you just want to
drop in and say hello. Email facilitator Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.

January is the named the Full Wolf Moon because
wolves are more often heard at this time. There is no
evidence they are howling for hunger though wolves do
tend to howl more often during winter months. Wolves
generally howl to define territory, locate pack members,
and gather for hunting. Other
names for the January Moon
include Cold Moon, Great
Spirit Moon, and Ojibwemowin Manidoo Giizis.
On January 28, we will gather
at 7:00 pm to light candles for
the coming year. We are praying for loved ones who are
sick. Praying for our new government. Prayers for our
families, the Island, the lake, the earth. We need to heal
from this past year and imagine a better year.
Any questions, email me or message me. Contact Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

St. John’s Bible Study
All are invited to join our lively
and growing Bible Study
community. We meet on Fridays
from On Friday, 10:30 am –
Noon. In January, we’ll be
reading and discussing the
Gospel of Luke. This is a good
time to join us if you’ve been
interested in checking out our
Bible Study conversations.
For more information or to be placed on the bible study
email chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/486508665

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon
meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of alcoholics.
All are welcome. Questions?
Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from
4:30 – 5:30 pm. Until we can
meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am
All are invited to join Rachel at
8:30am on Sunday mornings in a
weekly circle of prayer via Zoom.
Because we will be sharing
confidential prayer concerns and
hoping to create connections within
the group, those interested in
participating are asked to make a commitment to attend
as regularly as possible. Zoom link on website calendar.

Racial Justice Study Group
The social justice book group that started meeting this
summer (reading works by Ibram X. Kendi and others)
has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide Racial
Justice Study Group. The group will meet monthly on
the first Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. (Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213)
On January 6 at 5 pm, we will be
discussing James Baldwin’s book
The Fire Next Time and his film, I
Am Not Your Negro, available for
streaming on Amazon Prime and
Netflix.
On February 3, we will use the
following media to prompt our
conversations:
Ava DuVernay –
Thirteenth (Film: available for streaming from Netflix)
Michelle Alexander - The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (Book)
Thanks to St. John’s for providing zoom capacity for
this community event!

Guest Preacher –
January 3
Enjoy a sermon
message from Penny
Gill on Sunday,
January 3 when we will
also celebrate
Communion.

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. And, you
can ask Rachel to keep your prayer
request private or have a name
added to the list of people we keep in our prayers during
worship every Sunday.

Keeping Track of Web Links on Calendar
We know it’s hard to keep track of
the links for so many virtual
events. To make it easy, we are
including all the web links on our
Google calendar.
Go to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/ and click
on an event to find the web link!

Online Worship
We have reached 100 subscribers on
our youtube channel which means
we’ve unlocked new benefits, like a
more sensible youtube name:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Madeline Island on a Winter Day

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/

Sunday

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship and
Communion, 10 am,
Penny Gill preaching

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

27

3

10

17

Centennial Celebration
Kick Off Event

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

24

31

Blessing The New Year
Workshop, 11:30 am –
1:00 pm

Prayer Circle,
8:30 am
Worship,
10 am
Prayer Circle,
8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Monday
28

4

11

18

25

Tuesday

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

29

5

12

19

26

Wednesday

Racial Justice Study
Group 5 - 6 pm

Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 8:30 – 10 am
Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

30

6

13

20

27

Thursday

Storiees of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm
Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7:00 pm

31

7

14

21

28

Saturday

2

Friday

JANUARY 1

Happy New Year

9

30

23

16

8

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

15

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

22

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

29

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

