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Voice of the Wilderness: a Lenten Journey
with Poetry & Psalms
Worship with us each week
during Lent: February 21 –
March 28, Sundays at
10am – or anytime that
works for you – on St.
John’s youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CS
zreNt7g

Voice of the Wilderness: Lectio Divina with
Poetry
All are invited to join Pastor Rachel Thursday mornings
during Lent in this weekly small group when we will
reflect on poems related to our “Voices of the Wilderness”
theme. Gathering via Zoom, Rachel
will lead participants through a
modified version of Lectio Divina
with the poem as the text instead of
a Bible passage. Lectio Divina pronounced "lexio"- means 'divine
reading' and is a meditative method
for allowing the “ear of your heart” to listen to the voice of
Holy through the text. Email Rachel
(pastor@stjohnsmadeline.org) to sign up and receive the
zoom link.
Thursdays at 10:15am
(February 18 and 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1)

Ash Wednesday Service
7pm February 17 via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84973433677
“From dust you have come and to dust you shall return”
We will gather together via Zoom on Ash Wednesday to
mark the beginning of the season of Lent. This gathering
will include scripture, prayer, silence, the imposition of
ashes and an opportunity to
share our individual hopes or
intentions for our Lenten
journey. Please bring wood-ash
if you would like to participate
in an imposition of ashes.

Worship in February
On Sunday, February 7, we will be joining the First
Congregational United Church of Christ in Menomonie for
its 10am worship service. The theme for
worship that day is Renewing Our
Strength and the scripture is Isaiah 40:2131. You can find the direct link to the
service via their Facebook page: “First
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Menomonie, WI” or via their
website. www.menomonieucc.org The service will
include communion and so all are invited to bring bread
and cup with them when logging on.
Worship on Sunday, February 14 will be at
the regular St. John’s Youtube channel. Joe
Scarry will be our guest preacher.

Resources for Contemplative Prayer with
Psalms
On Sunday, January 31 Pastor Rachel
preached a sermon inviting us to
consider incorporating contemplative
reading or chanting of the Psalms into
our spiritual practice. Here are some
resources for those who like to learn
more and/or are ready to begin. Please reach out to
Rachel (pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org) if you have
questions or would like more information.
Books:
➢ Chanting the Psalms: A practical guide by Cynthia
Bourgeault (excellent introduction to at-home practice
of chanting the Psalms; the book comes with an
instructional CD)
➢ A Book of Psalms: Selected and Adapted from the
Hebrew by Stephen Mitchell
➢ Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness by
Nan C. Merrill
Website
➢ Community of Taize: https://www.taize.fr/en (includes
link to live and pre-recorded prayer services)
Music
➢ The Songs of Taize (CD) available at
www.giamusic.com
➢ Come, All You People (CD) Iona Chant music by
John Bell available at www.giamusic.com

Pastor’s Column
On Wednesday, February 17 we will enter the Christian
liturgical season of Lent and I will resume my annual
“Lenten discipline” of posting a poem each day on my
Facebook page.

The Lightest Touch

I was trying to remember why I
began this practice (9 years ago
now!) and I think it had
something to do with the longing
I feel every year at this time.
Longing for spring. Longing for
renewal. Longing for deeper
connection with the holy.
Longing for deeper clarity about
and alignment with my particular
purpose for being on this earth.
It's not that poetry answers
these questions for me necessarily, more the opposite
really. The way of the poet is to dive deeper in to, to
expose the
longing in a way
that makes it
impossible to
ignore - which is
simultaneously
comforting and
discomforting, but always life-giving.

a breeze arriving from nowhere,

by David Whyte
Good poetry begins with
the lightest touch,
a whispered healing arrival,
a word in your ear,
a settling into things,
then like a hand in the dark
it arrests your whole body,
steeling you for revelation.
In the silence that follows
a great line
you can feel Lazarus
deep inside
even the laziest, most deathly afraid
part of you,
lift up his hands and walk toward the light.
Blessings on your journeys,

Rachel

Poetry Challenge

The daily discipline of choosing a poem to share among
the thousands of possibilities means that I am seeped in
poetry in a way I just usually don't make time for. And I
am always so grateful for making the effort.
So, for those of you who also
love poetry, I invite you to come
along with me via my Facebook
Page during Lent. Let me know
what resonates, what doesn't.
Share with me the poems and
poets speaking to you in this
season (I especially love being
introduced to new, or new-to-me,
poets!).
And check out the opportunity to
take a deep dive into poetry in community through our
Lectio Divina with Poetry small group happening on
Thursdays (featured elsewhere in this newsletter)

Take the Name These Poets quiz. Go to
https://www.sporcle.com/games/Oneofthe
Bhoys/famous-poets-picture-click to test
your knowledge of famous poets.

An Idea!
By Barbara Meyer
Greetings, Beloved Community! I would like to provide a
ministry of music for the island community this summer.
The LaPointe Center for the Arts has shown interest in
funding it, which means it would be a free service to you
and/or someone
you love. The
service would be
a Wandering
Minstrel essentially,
singing telegrams
- in which I would
go to a home or a park or wherever you like and play a
song or 2 of your choosing. We are trying to ascertain if
there would be a need or desire for this type of service. If
you might be interested in scheduling a visit, please email
me at barbarameyermusic.net@gmail.com.

Rachel on Vacation
Rachel will be on vacation from Monday, February 1
through Monday, February 15. Regina Laroche will be on
call during this time for pastoral emergencies (715-7476611).

Update from Church Council
By Debbie Knopf
St. John’s Church Council continues to meet monthly via
Zoom to attend to the business of our church. We are
happy to report that while finances looked a bit grim after
a season of no one being in the pews due to Covid-19,
our Annual Campaign has been a terrific success with
many church members and folks in the community
providing the financial support to keep things running
smoothly. A huge Thank You to all!
As per our by-laws,
we conducted a
Pastoral Evaluation
in December, with
resoundingly
favorable results and
comments regarding
the work and ministry of Pastor Rachel. We are so lucky
to have her here serving St. John’s and the island
community, especially during these challenging times!
We also recently approved Regina Laroce-Theune’s
Ministry Re-licensure, through the Northwest Assoc.
Division of Church and Ministry. This allows her to
preside over Communion, whenever that might be

needed. We are thankful for Regina’s willingness to be
trained and provide this service to us.
A key activity this past month has been to set the
Council’s Annual Goals, for 2021, aligned with the vision
of St. John’s to be a church and spiritual center for the
whole community. We did this by reviewing our work in
the past year
and looking at
our needs in the
coming year.
There have
been several
things that have
been gently “set
aside” while we
have all focused
our attention on
navigating the pandemic over the past year. We will be
formalizing our goal statements during our February
meeting, however the areas selected by the council to
attend to this year are:
1) Promotion of the Centennial Campaign (100
Years!!),
2) Updating the Strategic Plan, By-Laws, and
Constitution of St. John’s,
3) Reaching out to support younger families and
community members,
4) Reviewing Administrative tasks and Personnel
Policies.
These of course are in addition to the many other tasks
we see ahead of us; particularly the decision process to
move back to in-person worship and fellowship we are all
hoping for in the coming year; supporting Pastor Rachel
and all of our staff at St. John’s and Woods Hall;
continuing our on-line worship outreach; providing
ministry and council to all those in need; and continuing
the work of the Food Shelf and collaboration with the
Island Harvesters; and yes, hopefully a Bazaar in 2021!!
As we move forward in these many endeavors,
remember that it takes many hands to accomplish many
things, and if you are interested in serving on a
committee or volunteering in general, to help with any of
these goals or activities, we are so grateful for your help
and presence. St. John’s has grown in its outreach and
continues to be both a blessing and an active force in our
community. Your Church Council is committed to
keeping the church in service to this community for
another 100 years!
Sincerely,
Debbie Knopf, President of St. John’s Council

Centennial Book Coming this Spring

Centennial Celebration Events

A special book commemorating St. John’s Centennial is
being published this spring. Titled St. John’s Ministry on
Madeline Island: A Century of Island Spirit, the book is a
collection of stories, reflections, history, and photographs
following the stories of ministers, congregational leaders,
and individuals who contributed to compassionate caring
for those who dwell here.

Mark your calendar for our Centennial celebration events:
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4
• August Celebrations:
 Friday, August 13 – an old-fashioned evening
service and hymn-sing
 Saturday, August 14 – an afternoon/early evening
“Garden Party”
 Sunday, August 15 – a celebratory service of
worship and special music
• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s
into the future — Sunday, November 14

Here are some early reviews:
“Enjoy a delightful stroll through a
century of St. John’s UCC history
interwoven with that of Madeline
Island as a whole — from horses
and kerosene lamps to airplanes
and worship via Zoom.”
“This book is really good. I found it
horribly interesting!"
“A wonderful, heart-warming history of St John’s United
Church of Christ on the Island.”
“This book welcomes you into the world of islanders, their
joys, sorrows, hardships and stories of survival all seen
through the eyes of the church.”
“Between the history, quips and quotes, this book will
allow you to read between the lines, smile, wink and nod
your head. Start a fire in the fireplace, grab a blanket,
your hot beverage of choice or, if summer arrives, put
your fee up on the lawn chair and enjoy!”
“Thank you to all the writers........what a journey!”
Order your copy today! $25 for books pre-ordered by
March 31, 2021. Beginning April 1, 2021, book costs
increase to $30.
To request your commemorative copy of St. John’s
Ministry on Madeline Island, scroll down on our website
homepage and click “Add to Cart”
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ It will direct you to the
order form where you can pre-order the book and pay by
check or credit card.

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. And, you can
ask Rachel to keep your prayer
request private or have a name
added to the list of people we keep in our prayers during
worship every Sunday.

Keeping Track of Web Links on Calendar
We know it’s hard to keep track of the
links for so many virtual events. To
make it easy, we are including all the
web links on our Google calendar. Go
to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/ and click on
an event to find the web link!

Online Worship
We have reached 100 subscribers on
our youtube channel which means
we’ve unlocked new benefits, like a
more sensible youtube name:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Follow St. John’s
Centennial Celebration 2021 Banner
Here’s a photograph of the
Centennial Celebration
2021 banner decorating the
outside of the church.

Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Woods Hall Gallery has a wide selection of rugs,
ceramics, painting, jewelry, note cards, candles, and
other items that make a thoughtful gift for your friends
and family.
Gift certificates are available as are personal shopping
sessions. FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom shopping is
another option. Contact Gallery Manager Tyna
Waterhouse for help. 715-747-3943
or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Woods Hall Gallery hours:
Saturday and
Sunday: Noon – 3:00 pm
For nearly seventy
years, Woods Hall
has played a
fundamental role in
the artistic life and
economic health of
Madeline Island.
More than seventy
artisans sell their
work through
Woods Hall
Gallery, many
using the weaving,
ceramic, and
jewelry studios to
create their art.

Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

The purpose of Woods Hall is
to nurture creativity and
community on Madeline
Island. We do this by
providing opportunities for
creation of crafts in our wellequipped facility, selling crafts
in the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon
meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of alcoholics.
All are welcome. Questions?
Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from
4:30 – 5:30 pm. Until we can
meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Full Moon Circle for Women
By Julie Stryker
January’s full moon is the named the Snow Moon.
Names for this month’s moon have historically had
a connection to
animals. The Cree
traditionally called this the
Bald Eagle Moon. The
Ojibwe Bear Moon and
Tlingit Black Bear Moon
refer to the time when bear
cubs are born. The Dakota
also call this the Racoon Moon, certain Algonquin
peoples named it the Grounghog Moon, and the Haida
named it Goose Moon.
On February 27, we will gather to light candles and pray
for all that is in our hearts. Any questions, email me or
message me. Contact Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com.
Thank you, Miigwech

St. John’s Bible Study
Bible study is taking a break
the first two weeks of February
while Rachel is on vacation.
We will resume our exploration
and discussion of the Gospel of
Luke at 10:30am on Friday,
February 19. All are welcome.
We meet on Fridays from
Friday, 10:30 am – Noon.
For more information or to be
placed on the bible study email
chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/486508665

Stories of Our Hearts
A circle of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, continues
to gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. Because we are
meeting via Zoom, we now
have some seasonal
residents able to join us.
We welcome newcomers,
even if you just want to
drop in and say hello. Email facilitator Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.
Stories of Our Hearts is a time to share stories and
conversation about life journeys and reflect on what
gives meaning to our lives and how we come to
recognize the shape and direction of our lives. Come!

Racial Justice Study Group
The social justice book group that started meeting this
summer (reading works by Ibram X. Kendi and others)
has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide Racial
Justice Study Group. The group will meet monthly on
the first Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. (Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213)
On February 3, we will use the following media to prompt
our conversations:
Ava DuVernay –
Thirteenth (Film:
available for streaming
from Netflix)
Michelle Alexander - The
New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age
of Colorblindness (Book)
Thanks to St. John’s for
providing zoom capacity for
this community event!

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am
All are invited to join Rachel at
8:30am on Sunday mornings in a
weekly circle of prayer via Zoom.
Because we will be sharing
confidential prayer concerns and
hoping to create connections within
the group, those interested in
participating are asked to make a commitment to attend
as regularly as possible. Zoom link on website calendar.

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

