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It Takes a Village To Tell a Story
Let’s do the math.
100 years
+ 55 people interviewed

St. John’s Ministry on Madeline Island
Centennial Book Order Form
Complete this order form and mail it with cash or
check payable to St. John’s UCC to:
St. John’s UCC, PO Box 14, La Pointe, WI 54850

+ 43 people emailing stories and memories
+ 24 pastors

Name:

+ 10 photographers searching their files
+

9 reviewers

+

5 Island institutions assisting in research

+

4 authors

+

1 designer

=

One Book

____________________________________________
Address:
____________________________________________

St. John's Ministry on Madeline
Island: A Century of Island Spirit

City, State, Zip:

Want to know what's inside the book?

____________________________________________

"It's like On the Rock but for the church,”
commented Janice Nelson.

Phone: ______________________________________

This commemorative Centennial
Celebration book contains incredible photographs and
captures interviews and stories about:
➢ Spiritual Ancestors - Ojibwe island beginnings,
Congregational and Catholic missionaries, Mission Hill
➢ The Place of Ministry - island life, farming, fishing,
tourism and growth
➢ Building a Home - building the church, parsonage,
Woods Hall, Memorial Park
➢ Ministry on Madeline – reflections from ministers and
members, activities over the decades, church school,
women in ministry, tribal relationships, Northland College
➢ Spirit of Caring and Compassion –partnerships with the
community: Woods Hall, food sustainability, health
ministries, community garden, music and the arts

Order Your Book Today

# Copies: ____________
Email:
___________________________________________
Credit Card #:
____________________________________________
Expiration date: __________ Security Code: ______




I will pick up my book(s) at St. John’s UCC.
Please ship my book(s) to the address above. I
understand that shipping costs are $5/book. If a
different shipping address, please note below:

Eary Bird Special: $25
Beginning April 1, cost is $30

Address:

Order Online or Use the Order Form
To order online, go to our website.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ Scroll down on
homepage and click Add to Cart to pre-order your book
and pay by check or credit card. Or, complete the Order
Form (at right) and mail it to St. John’s.

____________________________________________
City, State, Zip:
____________________________________________

Pastor’s Column
Voices of Wilderness: Listening Together
Wilderness is a recurring theme
within the Bible. Much of the
action in both the Old and New
Testaments takes place in the
wilderness of Sinai and the
Jordan River. As we heard in
our scripture for first Sundays in
Lent, immediately after Jesus
was baptized and before he did
any ministry at all he was driven
into the Jordan wilderness by
the Holy Spirit where he was
tempted and tested.
Throughout the Gospels, we hear over and over again
that Jesus retreats into the wilderness to pray. It’s as if
the Gospel writers were not
wanting us to miss the point
that wilderness time was
essential in forming Jesus
into the teacher, healer,
prophet and savior that he
was.
And I think that is also true
for us.
Wilderness time is part of
our lives. It is not possible
to live and love in any kind
of open or authentic way
without passing through the wilderness. And sometimes it
can seem as if, more than just passing through the
wilderness, we are in the wilderness and may never
manage to get out of it. By “wilderness,” here I’m talking
about times when we feel tested or tried, times that seem
dry, barren, empty or lonely; times of grief or despair,
illness or loss; times when we may be thirsting for
something or feeling far from the comfort of home. And
often those times are especially difficult because it feels
as if God is absent.
And yet, it is also
true that often it is
within the
wilderness that we
meet God. That is
certainly the case
in the Bible. In our
sacred scripture,
we learn of so
many people who learn their true name and find their
calling within the wilderness.

And it is within the wilderness that the people of God
become the people of God, become community together.
Healing, forgiveness, redemption, restoration,
transformation, new life – it all happens in the wilderness.
It has often been
said that far from
being absent in the
wilderness,
actually does
God’s best work
there.
And so, during this
season of Lent we
are taking this theme of wilderness as a lens to help us
explore the rich complexity of our lives right now.
What can we learn . . .
● from the voices of wilderness in our sacred texts –
both ancient and contemporary?
● from voices of wilderness in our lives?
● from the literal wild places in which we live and the
wild creatures with whom we share this earth?
What new life might God be offering to us even within
the barren landscape of wilderness?
Wisdom, solace, challenge, support: there is so much to
be found in the wilderness of our lives. May this season
of Lent be a time
for listening
together for the
Voice of the Holy,
whispering to us
through the wind
of these wild days.
Blessings,

Rachel
Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Continuation of COVID-19 Madeline Island
Emergency Fund

Voice of the Wilderness: a Lenten Journey
with Poetry & Psalms

St. John’s is sending this notice out again as we
have money left in the COVID-19 Madeline Island
Emergency Fund and it was meant to be used!

Worship with us each week
during Lent: February 21 –
March 28, Sundays at
10am – or anytime that
works for you – on St.
John’s youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFaKJNLiLrkmu8CS
zreNt7g

St. Johns United Church of Christ received a significant
donation to create a COVID-19 Madeline Island
Emergency Fund. The Fund’s purpose is to help
full-time Madeline Island residents bridge a financial
gap due to lost/reduced income, extraordinary expenses,
or temporary hardship as a result of the impact of
COVID-19.
Who is eligible: This fund assists full-time Madeline
Island residents.
What assistance is available: Grant range is $500 $1200. One grant per household. (Grants do not require
repayment, i.e. this is not a loan.) Grants provide for
payments to be made
directly to a creditor(s)
against specific bills.
Eligible bills include:
housing, medical treatment,
emergency travel
expenses, child care, and
other financial needs arising from individual and special
circumstances resulting explicitly or implicitly to COVID-19.
How to apply: All applications will be held in strict
confidence.
● Application consists of a few simple questions and
a copy of the bill(s) that needs to be paid. Call or
email Rev. Rachel Bauman for the application.
● Send applications to Rev. Rachel Bauman – email
to pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org via mail (St
John’s, PO Box 14), or drop off at the church office
(706 Main St.).
● The Fund will accept applications beginning
immediately.
Background: The current budget for the Fund is
$50,000. The donation was given directly to St John’s
UCC for the purpose of providing assistance to islanders.
The Fund is intended as an island resource, therefore a
committee of island leaders agreed to design grant
criteria and process. A small team from this committee
approves applications for assistance. No special
preference will be given to members of St. John’s UCC.
All applications held in confidence.
To contribute: For more information or to donate to the
Fund, contact Rev. Rachel Bauman
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org or 831-566-0353)

Voice of the Wilderness: Lectio Divina with
Poetry
All are invited to join Pastor Rachel Thursday mornings
during Lent in this weekly small group when we will
reflect on poems related to our
“Voices of the Wilderness” theme.
Gathering via Zoom, Rachel will
lead participants through a
modified version of Lectio Divina
with the poem as the text instead
of a Bible passage. Lectio Divina pronounced "lexio"- means 'divine reading' and is a
meditative method for allowing the “ear of your heart” to
listen to the voice of Holy through the text. Email Rachel
(pastor@stjohnsmadeline.org) to sign up and receive the
zoom link.
Lectio Divina with Poetry
Thursdays at 10:15am on March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1

An Idea!
By Barbara Meyer
Greetings, Beloved Community! I would like to provide a
ministry of music for the island community this summer.
The LaPointe Center for the Arts has shown interest in
funding it, which
means it would be
a free service to
you and/or
someone you love.
The service would
be a Wandering
Minstrel essentially, singing telegrams - in which I would go to a
home or a park or wherever you like and play a song or 2
of your choosing. We are trying to ascertain if there would
be a need or desire for this type of service. If you might
be interested in scheduling a visit, please email me
at barbarameyermusic.net@gmail.com.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon
meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of alcoholics.
All are welcome. Questions?
Contact Rachel.
We gather every Tuesday from
4:30 – 5:30 pm. Until we can
meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Racial Justice Study Group
The social justice book group that started meeting this
summer has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide
Racial Justice Study Group. The group meets monthly
on the first Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. (Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213)
On Wednesday, March 3, we are
discussing Isabel Wilerson’s best
seller Cast: The Origins of our
Discontents. We will also be
discussing our reading and
discussion choices for the next six
months. All are welcome!
Thanks to St. John’s for providing
zoom capacity for this community
event!

Full Moon Circle for Women
By Julie Stryker
March’s full moon is the Worm Moon on March 28. The
Worm Moon was originally thought to refer to the
earthworms that appear as the soil warms in spring. This
invites robins and other birds to
feed—a true sign of spring!
An alternative explanation for this
name comes from Captain
Jonathan Carver, an 18th-century
explorer, who wrote that this Moon
name refers to a different sort of
“worm”—beetle larvae—which begin to emerge from the
thawing bark of trees and other winter hideouts at
this time.
On the full moon, we will gather to light candles and pray
for all that is in our hearts. Any questions, email me or
message me. Contact Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com.
Thank you, Miigwech

St. John’s Bible Study
We continue a discussion about
Luke. All are welcome on Fridays
from Friday, 10:30 am – Noon.
For more information or to be placed
on the bible study email chain,
contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/486508665

Stories of Our Hearts
All are welcome to join Stories of Our Hearts when we
talk about our week and our Covid lives, and we laugh
and laugh with each other.
A circle of conversation,
Stories of Our Hearts,
continues to gather at 5:00
pm on Thursdays. Because
we are meeting via Zoom, we now have some seasonal
residents able to join us. We welcome newcomers, even
if you just want to drop in and say hello. Email facilitator
Penny Gill (pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link
for Stories of Our Hearts.

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am
All are invited to join Rachel at
8:30am on Sunday mornings in a
weekly circle of prayer via Zoom.
Because we will be sharing
confidential prayer concerns and
hoping to create connections within
the group, those interested in
participating are asked to make a commitment to attend
as regularly as possible. Zoom link on website calendar.

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s
easy – and confidential. Hover
over the Contact page on our
website to see the link to
PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor Rachel’s private inbox.
And, you can ask Rachel to keep your prayer request
private or have a name added to the list of people we
keep in our prayers during worship every Sunday.

Woods Hall Gallery
Hours:
Saturday and Sunday
Noon – 3:00 pm
What’s new at Woods Hall Gallery and Studios?
➢ Longer days of sunshine are streaming through the
Gallery windows onto our wide selection of rugs,
ceramics, painting, jewelry, note cards, candles,
and other featured items.

Gift certificates are
available as are
personal shopping
sessions. FaceTime,
Skype, and Zoom
shopping is another
option. Contact Gallery
Manager Tyna
Waterhouse for help.
715-747-3943
or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

➢ Holly Tourdot’s 2021 calendars are on sale.

For nearly seventy years, Woods Hall has played a
fundamental role in the artistic life and economic health of
Madeline Island. More than seventy artisans sell their
work through Woods Hall Gallery, many using the
weaving, ceramic, and jewelry studios to create their art.

➢ Woods Hll welcomed Elena Bangeeva-Erickson to
the Board of Directors. Elena has assumed the role
of Treasurer. In addition to her work on the board,
Elena is also a talented weaver.
➢ We salute Mark Hier who recently completed his
board term. Mark made significant contributions to
Woods Hall with energy and wisdom and detailed
financial reporting as Treasurer.
➢ Woods Hall
thanks Sammy
Erickson, Elena’s
son, for shovelling
the Gallery steps
making it easy for
his mom and
other Gallery
visitors to walk to
and from the
Gallery.

The purpose of Woods Hall is to nurture
creativity and community on Madeline Island.
We do this by providing opportunities for
creation of crafts in our well-equipped facility,
selling crafts in the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.

Centennial Celebration Events
Mark your calendar for our Centennial celebration events
~ and keep your fingers crossed we’ll be gathering in
person one of these fine days!
• St John’s Parade Participation - Sunday, July 4
• August Celebrations:
 Friday, August 13 – an old-fashioned evening
service and hymn-sing
 Saturday, August 14 – an afternoon/early evening
“Garden Party”
 Sunday, August 15 – a celebratory service of
worship and special music
• Thanksgiving for the past and Blessing St. John’s
into the future — Sunday, November 14

MARCH
The snow-flakes fall in showers,
The time is absent still,
When all Spring's beauteous flowers,
When all Spring's beauteous flowers
Our hearts with joy shall fill.

Keeping Track of Web Links on Calendar
We know it’s hard to keep track of
the links for so many virtual
events. To make it easy, we are
including all the web links on our
Google calendar. Go to
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/ and click on an
event to find the web link!

With lustre false and fleeting
The sun's bright rays are thrown;
The swallow's self is cheating:
The swallow's self is cheating,
And why? He comes alone!
Can I e'er feel delighted
Alone, though Spring is near?

Online Worship
We have reached 100 subscribers on
our youtube channel which means
we’ve unlocked new benefits, like a
more sensible youtube name:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Yet when we are united,
Yet when we are united,
The Summer will be here.
by Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/

Sunday

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship and
Communion, 10 am

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

28
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14

21

Daylight Saving Begins

Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am

28
Prayer Circle, 8:30 am
Worship, 10 am
Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7:00 pm

Monday
MARCH 1
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Tuesday

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Al Anon, Zoom
4:30 – 5:30 pm
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Wednesday

Racial Justice Study
Group 5 - 6 pm

Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 4:30 – 6 pm
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Thursday

Storiees of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm
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25

Voices of the Wilderness,
10:15 am

Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm
Voices of the Wilderness,
10:15 am

APRIL 1
Stories of Our Hearts,
Zoom, 5-6 pm
Voices of the Wilderness,
10:15 am

Friday

5

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

12

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

19

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon

26

Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon
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Bible Study, 10:30 -Noon
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating 100 years in 2021

Photo credit: Bill Green

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

