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May 2nd Worship with Bayfield Presbyterian
On Sunday, May 2 - while Rachel is on vacation - we
are invited to worship (virtually) with our friends at
Bayfield Presbyterian
Church. Their worship
service is available at
10am on Sunday (and
anytime thereafter) via
their facebook
page which you can
access online at https://www.facebook.com/bayfieldpres

St. John's in the Headlines!
Last month's Lighthouse article on Island Harvesters was
re-published in adapted form in the April, 2021, Kairos
Newsletter of the Wisconsin UCC. You
can read it here:
https://www.wcucc.org/kairos-call-toaction-newsletter/ The Kairos
Newsletter is distributed to over 200
congregations throughout Wisconsin.
A short video about St. John's and Island Harvesters will
be shown as part of the Wisconsin UCC annual meeting
online during the second week in May.
https://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-meeting/
Thanks Regina and Riley for producing the video!

What is Prayer? Small Group Study during
June and July
Are you curious about prayer – what it is, how it “works,”
how prayer might deepen your connection with the Holy
or how you might find a way of
praying that is meaningful for
you? Do you have a prayer
practice that you would like an
opportunity to share about with
others? Rachel is exploring
the possibility of offering a weekly small group during
June and July focused on prayer. If this is something you
might be interested in, please be in touch with Rachel so
that she can shape a group that would be meaningful to
you and spiritual life right now.
(pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org)

Blood Drive - SAVE THE DATE!
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday, July 14, 2021
11:00 am - 5:00 pm
La Pointe School
Let’s help save lives by volunteering to donate
blood! Appointments are needed! Schedule online
at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800733-2767).
Blood is a perishable product
that can only come from
volunteer blood donors. With
someone in the U.S. needing
blood every two seconds, blood
products must be constantly
replenished, according to the
Red Cross.
“We urge community members to donate blood and help
ensure that patients in local hospitals have a supply of
blood ready and waiting before an emergency occurs.
There’s no better feeling than knowing that your blood
donation may give someone a second chance at life.”
Questions? Call
Becky Hogan, Blood
Drive Coordinator, at
218-310-6092.

Weekly Prayer Circle – Sundays at 8:30 am
All are invited to join Rachel at 8:30am
on Sunday mornings in a weekly circle
of prayer via Zoom. Because we will
be sharing confidential prayer
concerns and hoping to create
connections within the group, those
interested in participating are asked to
make a commitment to attend as regularly as possible.
Zoom link on website calendar.

Online Worship
Join us online for Sunday worship at 10 AM
or any other time that is convenient for you.
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Pastor’s Column
Why Church?
Recently I was asked “Why church?” by someone who
had grown up without organized religion and wanted to
understand why someone would
invest their time, talent and
treasure within a faith
community. As a pastor, I get
this question a lot. But this time
felt different, and I paused
before responding, realizing the
subtext of my friend’s question
was: “Why would someone still
invest in church when, at least
for the past year, “going to
church” has changed.
As I responded, I found myself using the needs-based
language I’ve learned through the practice of Non-Violent
Communication (NVC). NVC is grounded in the principle
that all behavior is an attempt to meet universal human
needs. When we explicitly name the needs we are
seeking to meet
through our
actions, we can
create greater
understanding
between us. So,
here is an
(abbreviated) list of the needs I told my friend are met for
me through participation in a community of faith.
Shared Reality: As a community we believe different
things, but for the most part we share an understanding
that there is ‘Something More’ that gives life meaning
beyond our individual identities and experiences. Within
the Christian tradition, we share a commitment to
following in the way of Jesus.
Self-Expression & Contribution: Church was where my
leadership skills were first named, noticed and nurtured
and where I was encouraged to claim and use my voice.
(NB: This is why I love creating opportunities for others to
share their voice during worship through testimony,
music, preaching, etc.).
Self-Acceptance: Through church I learned I am
“fearfully and wonderfully made,” that there is nothing I
can or need to do to be more loved by God, and that
nothing I do (or fail to do) will ever separate me from
God.
Effectiveness: Through church I am part of a collective
body that has the power, through our actions and
advocacy, to bend the arc of the moral universe towards
justice a little quicker and to contribute to the well-being

of others more effectively than my individual efforts alone.
(For examples, see this month’s articles on The Island
Closet and upcoming Immersion Event on Ho Chunk
Ancestral Lands).
Challenge & Growth: Church challenges me to align my
behavior with my values and beliefs, holding me lovingly
accountable to being my most authentic self.
The list goes on: compassion, celebration, belonging,
beauty, inspiration, connection . . .

How would you answer this question? How would you
describe the benefits of being in a faith community? What
does it mean to you? I’d love to hear from you.
There is no community that will meet all our needs all the
time, but as I reflect on how many of my needs have
been and continue to be met by communities of faith, I
am so grateful for all of those who have ensured this
community of faith. St. John’s, has been here to meet
needs of Islanders for the past 100 years. May our
Centennial celebrations this summer be an opportunity to
give thanks not only for their legacy but also for the
opportunity we have to contribute our time, talent and
treasure to ensure St. John’s expands its capacity to
meet the needs of islanders for the next 100 years and
beyond.
Blessings,

Rachel

Events on Website Calendar
St. John’s website has a complete
calendar of events at
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/

Church Council Setting Goals
By Debbie Knopf
Greetings to all from your St. John’s Church Council! We
continue to meet every month via Zoom to take care of
the business of our church. In the February Lighthouse I
indicated that the Council was working on formalizing the
Annual Council Goals for the coming year. We now have
completed those and want to
share them with you here.
It is so helpful to have these
solidified because, as we
know, it is often so easy to
get swept up in the day-today operations of an organization that
we do not find or make the time to accomplish
some of the more foundational tasks that we want or
need to get done. Each month, in addition to the more
operational items on our agenda, we take time to do a
“deeper dive” into one of these goals, hearing how the
team responsible for the goal is moving it forward and
discussing other thoughts and strategies among the
entire Council. It is proving to be a highly effective tool
for organizing our work together for St. John’s.
Goal 1
Establish a second century endowment to ensure our
financial foundation and expand St. John’s capacity to
serve as a vital community resource and leader in
enriching lives and meeting the needs and challenges
of the Madeline Island communuty well into the next
century.
Goal 2
Establish a Personnel Committee to define employee job
descriptions, create personnel policies, evaluate training
needs, support annual performance reviews, and
recommend compensation levels. The committee also will
evaluate administrative tasks performed by the pastor to
determine how else they might be accomplished.
Goal 3
Update the church’s governance and other important
documents to ensure that they are relevant, accessible,
and preserved using the most up-to-date technology.
These documents include the Strategic Plan, the
Constitution, the Bylaws, and other significant materials
relevant to the church. A team will update the 2015
Strategic Plan in time for presentation at the Annual
Meeting in July 2021.
Goal 4
Coinciding with the lifting of public health restrictions and
concerns related to COVID-19, develop a re-entry plan

for in-person attendance and activities at St. John’s
grounded in the guidelines from the Wisconsin Council
of Churches, “Holding our Plans Loosely: Returning to
Church 2.0.”
Goal 5
Create a plan to reach out to and engage with more
younger adults and families in the Madeline Island
community, including through use of surveys and
community conversations. Work with the pastor, the
ministry team, and the Church Council to establish at
least three outreach activities that would launch in
summer 2021.
If you have questions about these goals, desire
clarification, or want to share your thoughts about how we
proceed in achieving these goals, please contact me at
wellspring@cheqnet.net. I welcome your thoughts and
perspectives. And I thank you for being a partner in
shaping the future of our church in ways it can benefit this
community.

Racial Justice Study Group Continues with
New Time
The social justice book group that started meeting last
summer has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide
Racial Justice Study Group. The group meets monthly
on the first Wednesday of the month at 7PM.
On Wednesday, May 7 at 7PM, we will be
discussing the first half of
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United
States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. Our
conversations on this book will continue
into next month – June 2 at 7PM. All are
welcome! Zoom
link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213

Full Moon Circle for Women
May 26 is the Full Flower Moon in honor of the flowers
bursting into bloom in springtime.
We will meet in the solace of our
homes (or outside) and light
candles and pray in solidarity at
7pm. Any questions, email me or
message me. Contact Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

Please Note
Rachel is on vacation through May 3. For pastoral
emergencies during this time, please contact Rev.
Lawrence Lee (from Bayfield Presbyterian Church)
at 218-591-9686.

Introducing The Island Closet ~ A Ministry of
St. John’s UCC
By Debbie Knopf, Council President
Through a partnership between the Town of La Pointe
and St. John’s UCC of Madeline island, a new facility to
help our community reduce, reuse, and recycle will be
opening at the Town MRF site later this spring!
The stated vision at St. John’s UCC is “to be a church
and spiritual center for the whole community” which
strongly aligns with this new project. Just as St. John’s
has taken on other missions to serve our community,
such as Woods Hall, the Food Shelf, supporting the
Community Garden and Island Harvesters, as well as
Wellness and Balance classes for individuals, a program
such as “The Island Closet” will serve the broader
community of Madeline Island, helping to meet essential
needs of its residents.

St. John’s also strives to be an organization that cares for
the earth. This project is a way to directly act on that
value because it is centered in recycling, upcycling, reuse, and repurposing, thereby decreasing items going
into landfills. St. John’s looks forward to increasing
opportunities to support education for our community on
how upcycling can be an important part of creating and
sustaining our environmentally responsible community.
St. John’s UCC Council and the Town Board, staff, and
administration have been involved in the planning and
approval for The Island Closet.
The newly designated space is at the MRF site, in a
larger garage building that at one time was the old Fire
Hall. Town Crew is busy fixing the building up so it will be
ready to house The Island Closet, typically from April 15
to October 15, at which time it will be emptied and used
by the Town through the winter. This year, with the work
to get the building ready, the transition date will occur
later in May.

The Island Closet will be open on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Saturdays, from 9am to 2pm, during
the season. It will be staffed by a paid manager and a
team of volunteers. Donated items will be accepted
during open hours with approval from staff and must be
clean and in good
repair. Items that
will be accepted
include: Art items,
bedding, books,
boots, CD’s and
DVD’s, clothing,
gardening and yard equipment, household items, linens
and towels, pet items, shoes, small furniture, sports
equipment, tools and hardware, and toys.
Items that will NOT be accepted are: electronics, phones,
mattresses, sofas, undergarments, VHS and cassette
tapes, vinyl records, and gas-powered equipment. The
Island Closet will not be able to transport or haul items.
Large items may be donated to St. John’s Bazaar or
advertised on The Island Closet Message Board and
Facebook page.
Both the Town of La Pointe and St. John’s are committed
to seeing this project become sustainable for the
community. While items will not be individually priced,
“suggested donations” will be posted. It is anticipated
that those who use and support The Island Closet will
make monetary donations in exchange for goods, to
cover the cost of paid staff and maintenance of a clean
and well-managed facility for all. The opening date will
be announced through Facebook and fliers.

St. John’s Bible Study
We continue a discussion about Luke.
All are welcome on Fridays from
Friday, 10:30 am – Noon. Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/486508665
For more information or to be placed on
the bible study email chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon meetings.
AlAnon is a mutual support
organization for the families and friends
of alcoholics. All are welcome.
Questions? Contact Rachel. We gather
every Tuesday from 4:30 – 5:30 pm.
Until we can meet again in person, we will be on this Zoom
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256780222

Restoring Relationship with Mother Earth:
A Four-Day Immersion Event on Ho Chunk
Ancestral Lands - October 7-10 in Green Lake
The church bodies to which St. John's belongs, the
United Church of Christ and its Wisconsin Conference
(WCUCC), have a strong commitment to racial justice
and care for creation (environmentalism). The Wisconsin
UCC affiliate devoted to racial justice for people impacted
by the Doctrine of Discovery has organized a fall 2021
event for people from throughout Wisconsin to join
together in working on these goals, "Restoring
Relationship with Mother Earth: A Four-Day Immersion
Event on Ho Chunk Ancestral Lands."
The event will be held at the UCC camp located in Green
Lake, and planned elements will include:
• a "Blanket Exercise," a participatory history lesson
on the Doctrine of Discovery, along with
presentations on the historical trauma the doctrine
has had on the Ho Chunk and
other indigenous people;
• a keynote talk (via webcast)
by Robin Wall Kimmerer, author
of Braiding Sweetgrass:
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of
Plants.
• Updates on discussions with HoChunk leaders about re-naming the camp, which is
located on Ho-Chunk ancestral lands…. And much
more.
The event organizer is the Alliance for Justice, Inc.
(alliance4justice.org), a 501(3)c formed in 2020 to carry
out the objectives of the 2019 Wisconsin UCC resolution
on repudiating the Doctrine of Discover. Current board
leadership includes members of the
Ho-Chunk, Stockbridge Munsee,
and Ojibwe (Red Lake) tribes.
Joe Scarry is also a member of
the board of the Alliance, and is
one of the organizers of the
October event.
This event will be a great way to
connect with people from other UCC congregations from
throughout Wisconsin, learn about justice and
reconciliation efforts being made with Native peoples of
Wisconsin, and deepen your understanding of the
importance of indigenous wisdom to addressing the
environmental crisis we find ourselves in.
For more information on the event or any of the activities
of the Alliance, contact Joe at jtscarry@yahoo.com

Centennial Book Goes to the Printer
Reserve your limited edition copy
today! The final manuscript and photos
were submitted to the printer this week.
That means, copies will be available
SOON!
Filled with fascinating stories, reflections,
interviews and photographs, St. John’s
Ministry on Madeline Island: A Century of
Island Spirit captures St. John’s 100 years of history.
To order online, go to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/
Scroll down on homepage and click Add to Cart to preorder your book and pay by check or credit card. Once
you place your order, you don’t need a receipt. St. John’s
is tracking all orders.

Centennial Celebrations
With the release of the special book, “St. John’s Ministry
on Madeline Island,” we are organizing a series of June
gatherings in homes around the Island to discuss
sections of the book and reflect on the amazing history of
our church. These small group gatherings (4-6 persons
over an informal meal and conversation) are designed to
get a closer look at the book as well as create
opportunities for connections old and new!
We are
looking for
several
volunteer
families to
host these
cozy
gatherings
in June. Contact Nile Norton, npnmusic@msn.com,
(206) 919-0446 to indicate your interest.
Here’s a sneak peek at upcoming Centennial Celebrations:
➢

June - Small group dinner discussions throughout
the month of June

➢

July 4 - Old Fashioned Ice Cream
Social after church

➢

July 18 - “Lake Superior” Sunday,
worship and picnicking at the
lakeshore

➢

August 14-15 - Gala Weekend
outdoor activities with outdoor
music, games, and revival

➢

November 14 - St. John’s UCC
Past Remembrances and Future Blessings Service

Celebrate the Centennial in Stone

Follow St. John’s

Remember and be remembered forever! Celebrate this
year’s Centennial with a brick on St. John’s Memory Walk
at the entrance to the church. Your message will literally
be written in stone for the next century.

Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Celebrate a family member, surprise a friend,
commemorate a wedding, honor a graduation, mark an
anniversary, rejoice a birth or baptism. Bricks are
engraved with your
message for a minimum
contribution of $250.

Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman, 831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Engraving Instructions: 3
lines, 16 spaces per line
To order your Centennial brick, contact Susan Sabre, St.
John’s Office Manager at (715) 747-3945 and/or send
your brick contribution to St. John’s UCC, PO Box 14, La
Pointe, WI 54850.

Celebrating Spring
I Have This Way of Being

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request?
It’s easy – and
confidential. Hover over
the Contact page on our
website to see the link to
PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor Rachel’s private inbox.
And, you can ask Rachel to keep your prayer request
private or have a name added to the list of people we
keep in our prayers during worship every Sunday.

Stories of Our Hearts
All are welcome to join Stories of Our Hearts when we
talk about our week and our Covid lives, and we laugh
and laugh with each other. A circle of conversation,
Stories of Our Hearts,
continues to gather at
5:00 pm on Thursdays.
Because we are meeting
via Zoom, we now have
some seasonal residents
able to join us.
We welcome newcomers,
even if you just want to drop in and say hello. Email
facilitator Penny Gill (pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the
Zoom link for Stories of Our Hearts.

I have this, and this isn’t a mouth
full of the names of odd flowers
I’ve grown in secret.
I know none of these by name
but have this garden now,
and pastel somethings bloom
near the others and others.
I have this trowel, these overalls,
this ridiculous hat now.
This isn’t a lung full of air.
Not a fist full of weeds that rise
yellow then white then windswept.
This is little more than a way
to kneel and fill gloves with sweat,
so that the trowel in my hand
will have something to push against,
rather, something to push
against that it knows will bend
and give and return as sprout
and petal and sepal and bloom.
~ Jamaal May

Five years ago, after dabbling in many paint media, I
started making painted paper collages. I needed another
way to be creative. My collages are a magic combination
of textures, colors, layers and images.

Featured Woods Hall Artisan

Woods Hall has made my life on Madeline a creative joy.
I’ve served on the board for over 30 years, am one of the
studio managers, have taught numerous people the art of
weaving, and continue to mentor and encourage new and
seasoned artists.

Woods Hall Gallery and Studios is promoting the
work of our artisans. Beginning this month, Woods
Hall will present a profile of one of our artisans.
This month, we are featuring the work of
Michele Auger – weaver, painter, collager
Madeline Island has been my
home since 1979. I came for a
weekend of sailing and fun and
never left. I fell in love with the
spirit of Madeline Island and
Lake Superior. Later I fell in
love with a local boy.
When you become a local, you
find out what everyone does to
make a living and what they do
all winter to stay sane. Hence,
I discovered Woods Hall. The
rest is history. I learned the
basics from the local ladies, then expanded my knowledge
through many classes and experimentation. I specialize in
custom work.

To learn more about Michele Auger’s work, visit Turtle
Tracks Studio.
For nearly seventy years, Woods Hall has played a
fundamental role in the artistic life and economic health of
Madeline Island. More than seventy artisans sell their
work through Woods Hall Gallery, many using the
weaving, ceramic, and jewelry studios to create their art.
Woods Hall Gallery Hours:
Fridays and Saturdays
11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Gift certificates are available as are personal shopping
sessions. FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom shopping is
another option. Contact Gallery Manager Tyna
Waterhouse for help. 715-747-3943
or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/
The purpose of Woods Hall is to nurture
creativity and community on Madeline Island.
We do this by providing opportunities for
creation of crafts in our well-equipped facility,
selling crafts in the Woods Hall Gallery and
learning hand-craft skills.

Paintings to Celebrate Spring

Primavera, Sandro Botticelli

Almond Blossom, Vincent Van Gogh

Fine Day, Yokoyama Taikan

Flower Garden, Gustav Klimt

Pink Orchard, Vincent Van Gogh
Springtime, Claude Monet
Spring, Paul Cézanne

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

