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In-Person Worship Resumes June 6

Centennial Summer of Celebration
By Sarah Norton

St. John’s reopens for in-person worship on Sunday, June 6!
We are thankful to be able to offer this opportunity to gather
again safely. We will offer outdoor seating for those who
prefer this option and
video broadcasts will
continue for those who are
unable to attend in person.
Outdoor communion will
be offered on June 6 and
an outdoor fellowship
follows worship.
During worship on June 6,
all four authors of St.
John’s Ministry on
Madeline Island: A Century of Island Spirit will present
Pastor Rachel with a brand new, hot-off-the-press copy of
the Centennial book and Marina Lachecki will lead a
dedication of the book. Following worship, the four
authors will be signing books.
Indeed, a time to celebrate!
St. John’s Ministry on Madeline
Island: A Century of Island
Spirit will be for sale at Woods
Hall Gallery. People who preordered books may pick them
up outside after worship on
June 6.
Copies are selling quickly.
To order your limited edition
book online, go to
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ Scroll down on
homepage and click Add to Cart to pre-order your book
and pay by check or credit card.
See article by Council President Debbie Knopf on page 3
for complete details about in-person worship with masks.

The Centennial Committee has been
planning festive events to celebrate
St. John’s 100 years of service. We’re
looking for volunteers; specifically,
two people to help coordinate the ice
cream social, so if you love ice cream
and you love St. John’s, we want you!
Book Dedication, June 6th during worship
The new commemorative book, St. John’s Ministry on
Madeline Island: A Century of Island Spirit, will be
dedicated with all four authors present.
Book Discussions, June 13 – 28
Small groups of 6-8 people will gather to discuss the
centennial book and our community history. Contact
Nile Norton (206-919-0446) to host a small gathering.
Guest signups will be online via St. John’s website
beginning June 7.
“Epilogue Meeting”, June 30, 7pm, Fellowship Hall
A gathering to share thoughts about St. John’s history,
dream about our future, or cover topics in the book.
Woods Hall Summer Solstice Rug Sale, June 19,
11am-4pm
Hand woven rugs created by island artisans on sale
outside Woods Hall for 10% off. Special displays and
demonstrations of local artwork and crafts.
BBQ at Joni’s Beach, July 18, 11am
A community potluck BBQ on Joni’s Beach following
our annual service of Blessing of the Lake. Bring
something to grill, a side dish, salad, dessert, or drinks
to share. Paper products provided.
Woods Hall Open house & Ice Cream Social, July 4th
after St. John’s service
Ice cream and “fixin’s” on the lawn at St. John’s.
St. John’s Bazaar, August 5 - 7
St. John’s Community GALA, August 14th, 3:00 to
6:00 pm, Chateau Madeline
Our BIG CELEBRATION! Entertainment and treats
including musical “hits” from Godspell, fun activities,
light hors d’oeuvres, and desserts. The GALA is free,
but ticket reservations are required. Tickets will be
available online on our website beginning July 1.

Pastor’s Column
(Extra-)Ordinary Days
“Teach us to number our days that we
may gain a wise heart” Psalm 90:12
“How might we take the
learnings from this past
challenging year and put them
into practice?”
This is the question I am
hearing from many of you, and it
is what I am thinking about as
we enter into what, in the
Church calendar, is called
“Ordinary Time.”
A return to some “ordinary days”
sounds like a blessing to me after the year we have all
had! I’m thrilled to be resuming in-person worship, and I
love hearing about you traveling to meet new
grandbabies and beloved friends or to finally celebrate
important milestones
missed over the past
fourteen months. Of
course, this summer on
the island won’t exactly
be “ordinary,” what with
the excitement of our
centennial celebration
activities plus the COVID
accommodations we are
still needing to make to
ensure everyone’s wellbeing. Still and all, I, for one, am
ready for ordinary.
Oh – and that Church usage of “ordinary?” It comes from
the Latin ordinal -- meaning “numbered” – because from
now until December we will simply identify each Sunday
as “the nth Sunday after Pentecost.” Coincidentally, this
is also a stretch of time without any of the big days like
Christmas, Ash Wednesday, or Easter.
Yet even as I am excited for ordinary days, I share the
sentiment expressed by many of you who hope not to
return to “normal” but instead, a “new-normal.” I, like
many of you, want to
make new and more
intentional choices
that reflect all we
have learned in this
past challenging year.
Everything from being
grateful for simple moments of person-to-person
interaction to not taking friendships for granted. For some

of us, the parallel experience of the pandemic and
unveiling of systemic racism created renewed
commitment to learn about the legacy of white
supremacy in the United States and commit to ways to
create a more equitable world. For others, our “newnormal” is thinking critically about how we might travel
less or change our daily routines in order to help our
planet heal.
Additionally, this past year of isolation has inspired many
of us to discover new ways to incorporate spiritual
practices into our daily lives. For me, I feel a greater
capacity to sit with
uncomfortable feelings.
This year has helped me
listen more deeply for the
ways the Spirit is uniquely
calling me to bring my
particular blend of gifts
and opportunities to bear
on the needs around me.
As a result, I feel more
empowered and less helpless when I observe suffering in
this world. My spiritual practices help me surrender the
impulse to “do something productive” just for the sake of
being busy and taking action. I wonder if the practice of
deep listening is ultimately more productive – and
powerful - than intense activity, simply for the sake of
being busy.
The Psalmist refers to this pausing to take stock as
“numbering our days” and reminds us that this type of
attention leads to wisdom. My
prayer for this summer is that as
we celebrate the return to some
ordinary days, we take with us
not only the wisdom that has
been gleaned through the past
challenging fourteen months but also
a commitment to live fully into what and who that wisdom
is calling us to be.

Peace, Rachel
Stocking Our Food Shelf
Please help stock our food shelf! If you are grocery
shopping for your stay on the island, please consider
bringing some extra items
to donate to the food
shelf. Fresh fruits and
vegetables are delightful.
Canned goods are always
welcome. Thank you for
your generosity.

With GREAT JOY….We Are In-Person Again!

Island Closet Opens June 2

By Debbie Knopf

The Island Closet committee has hired Gwen Smith
Patterson to serve as the Manager for the day-to-day
operation of this new venture. Congratulations Gwen!!

In a special Church Council meeting on May 19th, the
Council carefully considered the news from the CDC and
the WI Council of Churches regarding the loosening up of
Covid restrictions based on the new data as more people
become vaccinated. Pastor Rachel led us in a brief
devotion at the start of the meeting, reading from 2
Timothy 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but one of strength, love, and sound judgment.”
She guided us in a
brief discussion of
the values we have
used, and continue
to use, to guide our
decisions around
Covid protocols.
The primary value
has been to follow
the science. When we do this, it allows us to care for
each other and our community, recognizing that we want
to keep all of us safe and healthy, including those who
may be more vulnerable. This taps in to our value of
inclusion and “radical welcome,” whereby we model the
actions or behavior we want to see in our community, of
respect and caring, so that we can once again come
together as community.
As the Council considered these values and discussed
numerous possibilities for moving towards “in-person”
church, it became clear that we really are ready!! We will
still exercise caution as we develop less restrictive
practices and move forward in “phases,” pausing to
evaluate every few weeks before making further changes.
For the June 6th service and those following in June, we
will require all those coming into the sanctuary to wear a
mask. Masks will be provided for anyone who arrives
without one. We will also ask that people practice social
distancing, sitting in family groups or in “pods” of close
friends, with distance between themselves and the next
group. There will be no congregational singing yet, but
perhaps a vocalist in the front of the church. Communion
will be offered outside after worship on the 6th to any who
are interested in participating. Fellowship will also occur
outdoors after the service. We anticipate having
speakers set up for anyone who wants to attend but feels
more comfortable sitting outside in the yard between the
church and the parsonage. Please bring lawn chairs or a
blanket for seating. Of course, we will still offer our “livestream” option for those who choose to use that.
“And above all these put on love, which
binds all things together” (Colossians 3:14)

And now…. What you’ve been waiting for….. drumroll….

Island Closet Hours
Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays
9:00 am – 2:00 pm

It’s happening! The Island Closet, a Ministry of St. John’s
serving the Madeline Island community, is located at the
MRF (Madeline Recycling Facility).
If you would like to join in the fun, we are looking for
volunteers. Please call Gwen at 715-209-6381.

The Island Closet is the new “go to” place to pick up
gently used clothing and goods in exchange for a
monetary donation of your choice. All donations are used
to support a paid Manager to keep things clean, neat,
and organized, as well as for maintenance of the facility.
If you have items you wish
to donate to the Island
Closet, please make sure
they are clean, in good
condition, and/or in good
working order.
Items that will be accepted,
when approved by the
Island Closet Manager:
Clothing
Household items
CDs and DVDs
Sports equipment
Gardening tools

Books
Linens/towels
Small furniture
Shoes/Boots
Yard decor

Toys
Bedding
Pet items
Tools/Hardware

Items not accepted
Gas Powered Items
VHS/Cassette tapes
Vinyl records

Electronics
Phones
Sofas

Undergarments
Mattresses
Used bed pillows

We are not equipped to handle large items! Please save
those for the Bazaar in August or post them on our
bulletin board at the Island Closet so others can call you.

Bazaar

Blood Drive - SAVE THE DATE!

Is St. John’s going to have a Bazaar in 2021?
The answer is “YES”!! With Covid restrictions loosening
and Madeline Islanders chomping at the bit, the Church
Council has set the dates for this year’s Church Bazaar
for August 5th – 7th.
Will the Church Bazaar be the same as it always has?
Not this year. The Church Bazaar will be modified a bit.
With the opening of The Island Closet, people will have
access to clothing, books, and many household goods for
many months of the year, rather than just two days.
That’s one of the ways the Island Closet, as a ministry of
St. John’s, helps the island
community.
This year the Church Bazaar
will be focusing on the fun
and successful Silent
Auction, and the sale of
larger furniture items and sports equipment, etc. Of
course, there will be tasty treats for all.
Will there be a Free Day, as in previous years?

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday, July 14, 2021
11:00 am - 5:00 pm
La Pointe School
Let’s help save lives by volunteering to donate
blood! Appointments are needed! Schedule online
at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800733-2767).
Blood is a perishable product
that can only come from
volunteer blood donors. With
someone in the U.S. needing
blood every two seconds, blood
products must be constantly
replenished, according to the
Red Cross.
“We urge community members to donate blood and help
ensure that patients in local hospitals have a supply of
blood ready and waiting before an emergency occurs.
There’s no better feeling than knowing that your blood
donation may give someone a second chance at life.”

Yes, there will be a day and a half of items going for
FREE. Be sure to get there Thursday for those things you
want to be sure to take home!!

Questions? Call
Becky Hogan, Blood
Drive Coordinator, at
218-310-6092.

Will the Bazaar need any help this year?
Yes! Lots and Lots!! (And what a great way to spot those
special items that come in, in advance!) The Bazaar
relies on a healthy crew of volunteers for setting up,
working the tents, serving food, and cleaning
up! If you are interested, please email
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org, or leave a
message for Pastor Rachel at (831) 566-0353
or for Debbie Knopf, at (715) 747-2133.
Volunteers are needed as:
• Overall Bazaar Czar to coordinate and manage key
tasks like tent set-up, receiving donations, and
schedule and coordinate volunteers;

Bursting with New Life
As we go to press, plants throughout the St. John’s
campus are bursting with new life. Check out the lupine
along the parking lot, the new ferns growing behind the
Memorial Garden, and the thimbleberry alongside the
garage. Please send us photos of your nature discoveries
for future editions!

• Silent Auction Coordinator to seek and gather
donations, facilitate set-up, and manage the auction;
• Ice Cream Sundae, Food Coordinator to plan the
food service for the event;
• And lots of general helper volunteers to help make
sure everything gets done!
The Annual Bazaar is a fantastic and fun community
event, as well as a great fund-raiser to help St. John’s
serve the Madeline Island Community. Come out and be
part of making it happen!!

Ferns unfurling

Lupine getting ready for
“show time!”

Racial Justice Study Group Continues with
New Time
The social justice book group that started meeting last
summer has now evolved into a Madeline Island-wide
Racial Justice Study Group. The
group meets monthly on the first
Wednesday of the month at 7PM.
On Wednesday, June 2 at 7PM, we
will continue our discussions of
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the
United States by Roxanne DunbarOrtiz. All are welcome!
Zoom link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the families and friends of
alcoholics. Questions? Contact
Rachel. We are now gathing in
person in St. John’s Fellowship Hall
every Tuesday, 4:30 – 5:30 pm. And,
you may also join via Zoom is you
are off-island. (Zoom Meeting ID:
880 1533 6936 Passcode: island)

Weekly Prayer Circle – NEW day and time!
Thursdays at 8:30 am

Full Moon Circle for Women
June 24 is the Full
Strawberry Moon or
Waabigonii Giizis (Blooming
Moon). We will light candles
and pray in solidarity at
7pm. Any questions, email
me or message me. Contact
Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com.

All are invited to this weekly circle of
prayer via Zoom (Zoom meeting
ID 868 5052 2126;
Passcode: 983123)

Stories of Our Hearts
All are welcome to join Stories of Our Hearts when we
talk about our week and laugh with each other. A circle
of conversation, Stories of Our Hearts, continues to
gather at 5:00 pm on Thursdays.

Thank you, Miigwech

St. John’s Bible Study
Bible Study is taking a summer
sabbatical. But we’ll be back in
September. For more information or to
be placed on the bible study email
chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

We welcome newcomers, even
if you just want to drop in and
say hello. Email facilitator Penny
Gill (pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to
get the Zoom link for Stories of
Our Hearts.

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request?
It’s easy – and
confidential. Hover over
the Contact page on our
website to see the link to
PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor Rachel’s private inbox.
And, you can ask Rachel to keep your prayer request
private or have a name added to the list of people we
keep in our prayers during worship every Sunday.

Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming:
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Calendar of Events
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
Pastor Rachel Bauman
831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Featured Woods Hall Artisan
Woods Hall Gallery and Studios is promoting the
creative talents of our artisans.
This month, we are featuring the work of
Megan Soma, Woods Hall Gallery’s new
Jewelry Studio Manager.

want to have a positive impact on this community. I want
to help bring people into the jewelry studio and give
community members the
chance to learn, share and
grow. Also I want people to
feel they have a safe space
to be creative. They can
also become a member of
the jewelry studio and have
an opportunity to sell their
own jewelry at Woods Hall
Gallery.
I am grateful for this opportunity to be the Jewelry Studio
Manager and forever grateful for Madeline Island.

Hi. I’m Megan Soma. I
graduated from UW Stout with
a BFA degree in Fine Arts
with a concentration in
painting. I spent time in the
painting studio and also the
metalsmithing, printmaking,
life drawing and sculpture
studios. This diverse
curriculum provided me with a
comprehensive understanding
of how different studio spaces
run.
I am from Madison and after graduating college, I worked
at the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art. My favorite
part of the job was interacting with other artists and being
involved with the new exhibits that would come to
Madison. During that time, I also worked with preschool
children teaching art which I find
highly rewarding.
My jewelry is primarily wire
wrapping and bead work and I
also sell prints of my artwork. For
the past seven years I have
been selling my jewelry and
artwork in Wisconsin as well as
at art fairs, farmers markets, and
festivals across the country.
This summer will be my 5th summer on Madeline
Island. I constantly aspire to keep learning and growing
and being part of Woods Hall will give me an opportunity
to be part of this island's unique culture
where I can be surrounded by nature
every day. I am extremely eager to be
involved with the arts at Woods Hall
Gallery and Studios!
I believe the community is made stronger
when we look outside of ourselves and serve others. I

A ministry of St. John’s, Woods Hall nurtures
creativity and community on Madeline Island by
providing opportunities for creation of crafts in our
well-equipped facility, selling crafts in the Woods
Hall Gallery and learning hand-craft skills.

Woods Hall Gallery Hours
Wednesdays – Saturdays
11:00 am – 4 :00 pm
Sundays
Noon – 3:00 pm
Gift certificates are available as are personal shopping
sessions and FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom shopping.
Contact Gallery Manager Tyna Waterhouse for help.
715-747-3943 or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

