St. John’s United Church of Christ
Madeline Island Lighthouse
November 2021
St. John’s on Madeline Island

A Century of Island Spirit Worship Service
Sunday, November 14, 10 am
Live In-Person and Online Streaming

“Why Church” Sermon Series:
Conversation & Reflection
11:15 am Sunday, November 7

Join us either in person or online for a special service
commemorating the actual date (or near to it) of the
founding of St. John’s. Pastor Rachel Bauman will be
joined by former St. John’s pastors Dale Stohre and
Marina Lachecki and intern, Stacy Craig, as they lead
the service, reflect on their years at St. John’s, and look
ahead to the vision of the church for the next 100 years!
Pastor Rachel and Director of Music, Sheri Milburn,
have selected these musical numbers to enhance and
reflect on the worship experience: “In the Midst of New
Dimensions” and “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” which
uses three verses, each from a different historical
hymnal edition. Marina will sing these hymns plus her
favorite responsorial version of the Lord’s Prayer.

WAITING…..

Join us in person or on Zoom at as we discuss together
the questions, reflections and insights that have come up
during the four-week “Why Church” sermon series. For
those on-island, we’ll meet in the fellowship hall with
masks. For those off-island, join us via Zoom (Meeting
ID: 870 3059 4428 and Password: StJohns)

Happy Thanksgiving

By Marina Lachecki

Prayer of Gratitude

HALLOWEEN is past...
and then there will be
THANKSGIVING...
and then we will be WAITING for the ...

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM!!
Saturday, December 18, 2021
6:30 pm
Mark your calendars for this virtual production...
That's right, COVID Christmas
Program Year Two...
but with a new Children's program
plus duets, trios and quartets…
and you,
sitting at home, cozy with a lovely winter
drink and some Christmas treats.
This year's theme: WAITING...

I give thanks for the people in my life,
for the kindness they offer and the ways they impact
my life.
I light a candle to celebrate the brightness special
people bring to me everyday and honor the ways I
am made better because of their spirits.
My gratitude for the gifts of people who bring me joy
overflows like the crisp fall leaves spilling from a
wicker cornucopia.

Pastor’s Column

St. John’s Partners with Little Learner’s
Preschool

Dear friends,
This November is particularly
important in the life of St. John’s and
our Madeline Island community. We
are celebrating our centennial and
entering the season of Advent.
I welcome you to our Centennial
Worship Service on November 14
when we will celebrate the many
ways St. John’s has provided a sense
of home for thousands of people over the past 100 years.
We will offer prayers
to honor this legacy
and listen for how we
are called to be a
home for another
generation of
spiritual seekers.
Later this month, on November, 28, we enter the season
of Advent, a time of anticipation. Derived from the Latin
word adventus, meaning “coming,” the season of Advent
inspires us to look forward, anticipate, and await the
mystery of Christmas. The four candles on the Advent
wreath symbolize hope, love, joy, and peace. How do we
lift up these virtues for
ourselves and share them
with our family, friends,
even strangers? How does
St. John’s offer hope, love,
joy, and peace for those
who will call Madeline Island
home over the years yet to
come in the next century?
Both Advent and our Centennial are opportunities for
reflection. Where are we going? How are we deepening
our understanding of Jesus’ teachings, the power of the
Holy Spirit, and the ways we invite God into our lives?
What is the church’s role in the community? How do we
build bridges with people and elevate the community in
which we live? Who have we been for 100 years? What
does our community need us to be for the next 100
years?
As we reflect on our past and anticipate the unknowns of
the future, I am blessed to be your pastor as we,
together, understand our 100 years of history and shape
our legacy for the next century.
In anticipation of the blessings of the Holy Spirit,

Rachel

By Debbie Knopf
Little Learner’s Preschool returns to St. John’s for nine
weeks this fall and another nine weeks after the new
year. With funding from the Pace Woods Foundation, this
early childhood education program is free for all families.
This partnership
between St. John’s
and the local
community provides
a program meeting
the needs of island
preschoolers. Little
Learner’s Preschool
teacher Debbie
Knopf says, “It is an
absolute joy to work with these young children! If you
happen to see them on the sidewalk on their “walking
rope,” be sure to give them a wave!”
Conceptualized by Lauren Schuppe, Madeline Island
Public Library, in collaboration with Debbie Knopf who
has expertise in the field of early childhood education, the
numbers of children attending Little Learner’s Preschool
has increased since it first started in 2020.
Following Covid19 safety
protocols, 3K and
4K preschoolers
have access to an
education program
on the island
rather than having
to be transported
to the mainland. At
Little Learner’s Preschool, children are gaining skills
through fun seasonal activities and storytime. When Little
Learner’s Preschool is in session, our Fellowship Hall is
transformed into a lively preschool space with art, blocks,
puzzles, toys, and books.

Centennial Commemorations
By Nile Norton
It was an active summer of events celebrating “A Century
of Island Spirit” here at St. John’s UCC on Madeline
Island. Things got off to a great start early when we
resumed ‘live, in-person” worship services on June 6.
Following all the guidelines for “safe gathering in an
enclosed space,” the
congregation was
cautiously joyful to be
together again after some
16 months of virtual
worship.
Musicians enthusiastically began rehearsals for a reprise
of the 2011 production of Godspell, to be performed
outdoors on the grounds of the Chateau Madeline in
August. A group of ten singers from the original cast of
ten years ago rehearsed on Norton’s Hillside deck every
Thursday for eight weeks, starting June 17. Such a joy it
was to be meeting and singing together again!
The 4th of July worship service
ended a bit early so that we could
watch the “impromptu” parade pass
by the church. Sarah Norton had
designed and placed
flyers around the
community inviting
everyone to our big Ice Cream Social.
Several parishioners invited visitors into the
Social Hall where we enjoyed delicious ice
cream sundaes with all the toppings one
could imagine. Birdie Pallas is to be
commended for facilitating this event.
On “Lake Superior Sunday,” July 18th after our church
service, we held a Bar-B-Que for the community at Joni’s
Beach. Everyone brought an item (or two) to be grilled
plus another side dish to share.
Volunteers fired up the charcoal grills
so that when we arrived the grills were
at the perfect temperature for foul,
beast, or vegetable preparation. Others
set out the side dishes on a serving
table so that we could all find the
perfect lunch combination, joining with community and
church members in a delightful noon-time meal together.
The rising infection rates of Covid 19 suddenly changed
the course of action in preparation for our August events.
On July 29th the Church Council unanimously voted to
close, cancel, or postpone the following: Live In-Person
Worship, The Bazaar, The Community Centennial
Celebration, and the Island Closet. For the cast of

Godspell, it was a shock to get this news! The singers
decided to continue rehearsing outdoors on the deck,
hoping to salvage our weeks of preparation.
We had a plan! Because the church
offers great audio-visual capabilities,
we planned to do a virtual Godspell,
video-taping individuals reciting their
prologue scripts in a “Interview on the
Street” format, while the ensemble,
appropriately distanced and masked,
would hold three 30-minute recording sessions of the
musical numbers in the sanctuary.
John Apitz was key to this operation. He procured
additional audio recording equipment and helped
immensely in the technical aspects of the project.
Together, we had arranged the singers, sociallydistanced and masked, placed the microphones, and
adjusted the recording levels in the hopes of completing
the videotaping by the date of our “dress-rehearsal” at the
Chateau Madeline. The pandemic concerns to avoid
indoor group singing brought this plan to a close! But the
church Council used the term “postpone,” so our hope
lives on. Watch for “Centennial 101” events in 2022!
Looking forward to next summer, let’s rejoice in the
Century of Island Spirit and continue finding ways to
involve both church and community in celebrating and
expanding the role of St. John’s on Madeline Island in
2022 and beyond!

Braiding Sweetgrass - Join the Conversation!
Join us for our third St. John's Braiding Sweetgrass
discussion on Wednesday, Dec 8, 2021, at 6:30 PM
Central Time on Zoom
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89241957313
Please read up through the third section,
"Picking Sweetgrass," which concludes
with the chapter, "The Honorable
Harvest."
Also: due to the enthusiastic response to so many
congregations in the Wisconsin Conference to
the Braiding Sweetgrass Big Read, we have been given
special permission to extend the availability of the
recording of Robin Wall Kimmerer's
talk. It is available through the end
of November only at this
link using the
password wn7!!4RQ. (When you
share this resource with community
members, please remind them of
our responsibility to preserve the author's rights and
assure that no copies are made or posted elsewhere.)

Island Closet’s First Season a Huge Success
By Gwen Smith Patterson
As the first season at the Island Closet comes to a close,
we wish to thank all of you who made it such a success
… people who envisioned the Island Closet and created
the space, people who
donated items, people who
were our patrons, and
people who volunteered. It
was fun and a gift to be with
you, hear your stories, and
accounts about your day’s
activities. Items not sold this season were donated to the
Chequamegon Humane Association, Bad River Tribe,
and New Day Shelter.

Guest Preachers This Month
We welcome two guest preachers this month:
Penny Gill, November 21
Stacy Craig, November 28
Rachel will be on vacation
November 15 – December 2.
For pastoral emergencies
during this time, please contact
The Rev. Lawrence Lee, Pastor, Bayfield
Presbyterian Church pastor.lawrence.lee@gmail.com
715-779-5490 church, 218-591-9686 cell

Here are a few impressive highlights from season #1:
•
•
•
•

We averaged 44 patrons a day.
Our operations were financially sustainable.
42 volunteers worked at the Island Closet.
Volunteers donated a total of 472 hours of work.

Our volunteers deserve a huge round of applause, and I
am deeply grateful for all they did to keep the Island
Closet running smoothly. We could not have done it
without you! We look forward to being back next spring
for more fun and conversations.
Congratulations to Steve
McCue who won the silent
auction quilt created by Mary
Whittaker. And for all of you
creative people… we
challenge you to use items
you find at the Island Closet to
create an artistic masterpiece
next summer! Until then, have
a safe and beautiful winter.

Wanted: Your A/V Broadcast Skills
St. John’s is looking for a paid part-time Broadcast
Coordinator to manage our online programming. UCC on
Madeline Island has established a position that will be
responsible for operating our audio/video
equipment (A/V) and managing all aspects of
the A/V for our in-person and online
programming. This is a paid staff position. A
full position description is posted on the St.
John’s website: stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Please submit your credentials for consideration to
John Apitz at jfapitz@gmail or 651/260-0885. Contact
John for more information.

Thanksgiving
Let us be thankful—not only because
Since last our universal thanks were told
We have grown greater in the world’s applause,
And fortune’s newer smiles surpass the old—
But thankful for all things that come as alms
From out the open hand of Providence:—
The winter clouds and storms—the summer calms—
The sleepless dread—the drowse of indolence.
Let us be thankful—thankful for the prayers
Whose gracious answers were long, long delayed,
That they might fall upon us unawares,
And bless us, as in greater need we prayed.
Let us be thankful for the loyal hand
That love held out in welcome to our own,
When love and only love could understand
The need of touches we had never known.
Let us be thankful for the longing eyes
That gave their secret to us as they wept,
Yet in return found, with a sweet surprise,
Love’s touch upon their lids, and, smiling, slept.
And let us, too, be thankful that the tears
Of sorrow have not all been drained away,
That through them still, for all the coming years,
We may look on the face of today.
~ James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916)

Time to prepare for the season of giving. Woods Hall
Gallery features unique artwork … all designed by local
artisans … and perfect for
holiday shopping.
Give a gift of history this
year. Copies of St. John’s
Ministry on Madeline Island:
A Century of Island Spirit are
available at Woods Hall
Gallery and Madeline Island
Candles. You may also order
online by going to https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/
This special centennial commemorative book would be a
perfect gift for people who consider Madeline Island a
special place.

Gallery Hours:
Fridays and Saturdays, 11am – 3pm
Sunday, 10am – 1pm
Also open by appointment.
Gift certificates are available as are personal shopping
sessions and FaceTime, Skype, and Zoom shopping.
Contact Gallery Manager Tyna Waterhouse for
help. 715-747-3943 or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Woods Hall Gallery and Studios, a ministry of St. John’s
UCC, nurtures creativity and community on Madeline
Island by providing opportunities for creation of crafts in
our well-equipped facility, selling crafts in the Woods Hall
Gallery and learning hand-craft skills.

Follow Woods Hall Gallery
Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

St. John’s Bible Study

Full Moon Circle for Women

Bible Study is every Friday
morning, 11 am - Noon. We
are gathering both in-person
(Fellowship Hall) and Zoom!
Meeting ID is 865 5496 7054
and the passcode is
GoodNews
All are welcome!
For more information or to be
placed on the bible study email chain, contact Pastor
Rachel at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

This month’s full moon on
November 19 is the Freezing Over
Moon. The Ojibwe name is
Gashkadino-giizis. It’s also known
as the Beaver Moon because it’s the
time when beavers are most active
getting ready for winter.

AA Meetings – Saturdays at 5:30 pm
In conjunction with St. John’s Health
Ministries, AA meets every Saturday
at 5:30 pm. All are welcome.
Questions? Want to learn more?
Need a Zoom link? Contact Larry
McFarlane at mcfarlane1@gmail.com
or 715-559-7661.

Next month, December’s full moon is the Ojibwe name
Manidoo-giizisoons or Little Spirit Moon, a time of
healing, or Cold Moon.
We will light candles and offer prayers at 7pm. Any
questions, email or message Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

Weekly Prayer Circle
Join our Prayer Circle on Thursdays at
8:00 am. All are invited to this weekly
circle of prayer via Zoom (Zoom
meeting ID 868 5052 2126;
Passcode: 983123)

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
All are welcome to AlAnon
meetings. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of alcoholics.
Questions? Contact Rachel. Join
us Tuesday, 4:30 – 5:30 pm via
Zoom - Meeting ID: 880 1533
6936 Passcode: island

Racial Justice Study Group
Racial Justice Study Group meets at 7pm on the first
Wednesday of every month. Here’s our reading list for
the next several months:
November and December - William Whipple Warren, The
History of the Ojibway People
January - Angeline Boulley, The
Fire Keepers Daughter
February - David Treuer, Rez Life
March - Louise Erdich, The
Round House
For more information or to be
placed on the email chain for this
group, contact Robin Roderick at
robinrest@aol.com). Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. You may
ask Rachel to keep your prayer
request private or have a name
added to the Prayers of the People.

Stories of Our Hearts
Stories of Our Hearts meets
on Thursdays, 4-5 pm via
Zoom. We gather to share
stories, informal
conversation, and much
laughter. Contact Penny Gill
(pgill@mtholyoke.edu) to get the Zoom link or learn more
about this opportunity. All are welcome anytime!

Tracking Your Donations
Track your donations to St. John’s
and Woods Hall. Scroll to the bottom
of the St. John’s website homepage,
click on Donor Dashboard where
you create an account or log in and
view past financial donations.

Sunday
NOVEMBER 1

Monday

29

22

15

8

OCTOBER 31
Worship, 10 am
Fellowship, 11:00

7
Worship and
Communion, 10 am

14
Special Centennial
Worship Service,
10 am
Fellowship, 11:00 am

21
Worship, 10 am,
Penny Gill guest
preacher
Fellowship, 11:00 am

28
Worship, 10 am,
Stacy Craig guest
preacher
Fellowship,11 am
ADVENT BEGINS

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

6

3

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Stories of the Heart,
Noon
4 - 5 pm

5

2
Racial Justice Study
Group, 7 pm

11

Al Anon, Fellowship
Hall, 4:30 – 5:30 pm

19

Daylight Savings End
@ Midnight

13

27

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

25

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7:00 pm

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Stories of the Heart,
Noon
4 - 5 pm

4

THANKSGIVING

2

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

3

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Stories of the Heart,
Noon
4 - 5 pm

26

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

Al Anon, Fellowship
Hall, 4:30 – 5:30 pm

10

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Noon
Stories of the Heart,
4 - 5 pm

20

16

12

Council Meeting,
4:30 – 6 pm

18

9

17

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

DECEMBER 1

24

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Stories of the Heart,
Noon
4 - 5 pm

Al Anon, Fellowship
Hall, 4:30 – 5:30 pm

23
Al Anon, Fellowship
Hall, 4:30 – 5:30 pm

30
Al Anon, Fellowship
Hall, 4:30 – 5:30 pm

Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 4:30 - 6 pm

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating a Century of Island Spirit in 2021

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman
831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

