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WAITING… WAITING… WAITING…
Advent is a time of waiting. And, indeed, we are all
waiting for our annual Community Christmas Program.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM!!
Saturday, December 18, 2021
6:30 pm

That's right, COVID Christmas
Program Year Two...
but with a new Children's program
plus duets, trios and quartets…
and you, sitting at home, cozy with a lovely
winter drink and some Christmas treats.
This year's theme: WAITING...

Journey through Advent . . . with Poetry
For four weeks in December, join Pastor Rachel in this
weekly small group where we will reflect with poetry on
our Advent theme of "Close to Home."
Gathering via Zoom, Rachel will
lead participants through a
modified version of Lectio Divina
with a poem as the text instead of
a Bible passage. Lectio Divina pronounced "lexio"- means 'divine
reading' and is a meditative
method for allowing the “ear of
your heart” to listen to the voice of Holy through the text.
To keep the groups small enough for
connection and conversation there are
two opportunities each week. Email
Rachel (pastor@stjohnsmadeline.org)
to sign up and receive the zoom link
Thursdays at 10:30am (December 2, 9, 16, 23)
or
Tuesdays at 3:00pm (December 7, 14, 21, 28)
No previous experience with poetry needed.

Advent and Christmas Worship at St. John’s
Close to Home: Advent & Christmas at St. John’s
Join us in person or online
10am Sundays in December
4pm on Christmas Eve (December 24)
“The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home
metaphors and imagery. John the Baptist prophesies
about the One who is to come but reminds us that we are
still wandering far from God’s promised day; his message
hits close to home, especially for
those experiencing inequity and
oppression.
After receiving the angel’s news,
Mary retreats to Elizabeth’s home,
seeking refuge and safety. Christ is
born in the midst of a journey
home, in a crowded dwelling amidst
livestock and shepherds alike.
The Magi travel far from home to
pay homage to Christ, and, having
been warned in a dream, they avoid Herod by traveling
home another way. In these scriptures, home is both
physical and metaphorical, something we seek and
something we are called to build.
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who
dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety and
sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May
we come home, wherever home is found—to live fully
with joy, hope, and courage.”– from A Sanctified Art

Gifts from Little Learners Preschoolers

Pine cones covered with
peanut butter and seed,
made with love by the
Little Learners preschoolers and hung on
trees behind the church
for the birds to find as
they prepare for winter.

Pastor’s Column

Dear Rachel,

Dear friends,

Your last three sermons have challenged me. Answers
are few.

This month I am sharing with you an email I received in
response to my recent sermon series entitled “Why
Church?” This series was a four-week reflection on a
question raised during an after-church conversation with
the authors of St. John’s Ministry on Madeline Island: 100
Years of Island Spirit.

Most of my friends on the Island don't go to church. All
of them have been raised in one sort of religious
"culture." All of them walked away.... for all the reasons
you outlined in the first of the three sermons.

“I loved the anniversary book and learning about who
the church has been in and for this community for the
past 100 years. The question I have now, though, is
who are we called be in our time and place? Why are
we here? How are we called to truly be church and
spiritual center for the whole community?”
As I said in the sermon series, this
question is on-point and is the
question every church in the nation is
asking as they face declining
attendance and aging congregations
which was already happening prepandemic, and COVID has only
accelerated this trend. What makes
this a particularly juicy question for us,
though, is that in many ways St. John’s is not facing the
same concerns as other congregations; by many
measures we are thriving exactly as we are:
• Our Second Century campaign is exceeding
expectations
• Worship attendance is holding steady
• We are engaged and connected to our
community in relevant and meaningful ways that
are the envy of many of my clergy colleagues
And yet, the question is still an important one for I heard
in it not a dismissal or denial of any of our “success” but a
longing to dig deeper, be visionary, and not rest on our
laurels but be truly open to the Holy Spirit’s call to
respond to this moment. Why are we here now? What
are the spiritual needs of our community now and how
can we be responsive in meeting those needs?
My goal in the sermon series was not to answer these
questions but to provoke a conversation. I was blown
away by the response. The topic hit a nerve and many,
many folks reached out to share their thoughts. This
email below is an excellent example of much of what I
heard. The author prefers to remain anonymous, which is
appropriate since the issues raised are truly ones I heard
from many, many of you. I shared this email in my last
sermon and a group of us met to discuss it after church
that day (November 7). I was encouraged to share it with
you, the Lighthouse readers, in hopes that the discussion
would continue.

These people desire and seek the idea of "community."
Everyone wants to be a part of something collectively
nourishing. But most everyone has decided not to
expect that nourishment from church participation.
When I chat about this, the most common reaction is a
sense that there must be a qualifying faith as a
prerequisite to church participation. And in that almost
universal observation, I found a counterintuitive idea.
"Belief" is the problem. (friends say) "I don't believe,
therefore church makes no sense." "I don't qualify."
If there's one thing I'm taking away from your most
recent sermons is our need to seek, define, redefine
and be open to questions.
That's an uncomfortable but ultimately exciting point.
How can we harvest the fascination most all of us have
with universal questions to create a common quest? I
think the answer to the church's future might be in our
questions. Or, more specifically, how St. John's is able
to identify, share, embrace, celebrate most everyone's
uncertainties. Sharing them may be the glue that
attracts and sticks us together. I now confess I haven't
a clue how to do anything of the sort. Then again,
maybe I'm asking the wrong question. Goodness
knows there are a lot more out there.
How would you respond to this
email? What reactions does it
stir in you?
In January, 2022, both St.
John’s Council and the Woods
Hall Board are developing new strategic plans to guide
our work over the next several years. It seems prudent to
ask these very questions as the church and Woods Hall
create new strategic plans. What are the spiritual,
creative, philosophical, economic, social needs of our
community? How can we be responsive in meeting those
needs?
I want your input, your perspectives, your ideas. Please
let me hear from you. Help St. John’s and Woods Hall
answer these questions as we continue to serve the
Madeline Island community.
With appreciation, Rachel

Advent 2021
Sunday

5
Build a fort!
Hang out
inside for a bit
today

12
Brighten
someone else’s
home today by
sharing the
creation you
made
yesterday with
them

19
Sing a song (at
the top of your
lungs) that
brings you joy

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Set up a
“stable”
somewhere in
your house-- a
place for the
Holy to be
present with
you this
season

2
Call or write
someone you
love whose
home is far
away

3
Pray for those
experiencing
homelessness
this season

4
Turn off social
media for the
day. All day.
Notice what
arises in this
open space.

10
Go outside and
see if you can
spot where an
animal has
made its
home. Give
thanks for the
other-thanhuman
persons with
whom we
share this life.
17
Spend 15
minutes today
listening to
some sacred
music (you
decide what
type of music
that is for
you!).

11
Enjoy being at
home by doing
something
creative today:
make an
ornament,
cook a new
recipe, write
an Advent
haiku. . .

6
Is there some
part of your
home that you
have been
“meaning to
organize” for a
long time?
Take some
time today to
focus on that
chore.

7
Pray for
someone easy
for you to love.
Imagine what
experience of
“home” they
might be
needing right
now.

8
Read a
favorite poem
out loud.
Need
inspiration?
Go to
poetryfoundati
on.org and
type “home”
into the search
box.

9
Share the
poem you
chose
yesterday with
someone else

13
Pray for
someone
harder for you
to love.
Perhaps ask
God to help
this person
have a sense
of feeling at
“home” today

14
Is there a part
of you feeling
not “at
home”? Take
some time to
journal or pray
about what
your soul
might need
right now.

15
Have a 3minute dance
party. Then
another one.
(You can even
do this sitting
down!)

16
In honor of
Mary and
Joseph, think
about a family
you know who
might be
having a tough
time. How
might you
show them
some love
today?

20
What do you
need to let go
of to make
more room for
Christ’s
arrival?

21
Wake up early
and watch the
sunrise. Feel
the return of
the light.

22
Imagine all the
different types
of homes
around the
world. Pray for
safe and
available
housing for all
people.

23
Who has
helped you
feel “at home”
in the world?
Consider how
you might let
them know.

24
As the sun
goes down this
holy night,
light a candle
& give thanks
for the way
God makes a
home in your
heart

18
Enjoy an island
Christmas
tradition (even
in its different
format).
Watch the
online
Christmas
program at
6:30pm (find
the link at
stjohnsmadeli
neisland.org)
25
Merry
Christmas!

Toward the end of every year, St. John’s Council President sends a letter inviting
people to support the annual operating budget. If you did not receive the letter in your
mail, it is reprinted below. Checks payable to St. John’s should be mailed to PO Box 14,
La Pointe, WI 54850. Refer to Tax ID #23-7165228 when submitting a grant from a
donor advised fund. St. John’s thanks you for your generous support.

Greetings from St. John’s on Madeline Island,
And a very Happy Centennial Anniversary!
It was 100 years ago, on November 14, that R.J. Russell organized our little church, and its mission of service to our island
community began.
Pause with me and reflect on that for a moment… one hundred years of service and ministry to all those who call Madeline
their home, whether that be for a few days or year-round.
From that first faithful fellowship of St. John’s members, we have grown into a diverse and dynamic group of spiritual
seekers who strive to love God, love each other, and care for all of creation.
Doubtless, in its mission to serve this island, that first congregation,
and those who came later, faced the distinct challenges of their own
times, large and small.
And, today, in this second year of an international pandemic, we
have had our own challenges.
We have been kept away from St. John’s pews. Still, we have found
ways of coming together through new technology that has allowed
us to meet live, on-line, on and off the island.
We have grown our mission of serving those in need through our Island Harvesters garden.
With the opening of the Island Closet, we answered the call for a place to share and exchange the things that some may no
longer need but others might use.
The creative haven of Woods Hall Galley and Studios continues to provide opportunity for our island artisans, veteran and
beginner alike, to practice their craft while gaining broader recognition of the talent that we have here.
We have offered our youngest inlanders the chance to learn and grow at our new Little
Learners pre-school.
We initiated the Second Century Campaign to build an endowment for St. John’s that
will assure these ministries and others will continue decades from now.
Yes, in our own time, we have been tested, and we have been able and willing to
respond. We have asked a great deal of you and of all our members, and many have
found it in their hearts to respond.
For this, we are extremely grateful! Thank-you for all you do, each time we call.
Yet, this year, we have faced some extra challenges in making all these things happen. Because of the pandemic, we were
forced, for a second time, to cancel our annual bazaar. This amazing event provides nearly 15% of our yearly operating
resources and cancelling it has taken a toll on our budget.
So, as we head into the Season of Joy and Light, we must ask one last time for your help in reaching our Annual Fund goal
by the end of 2021. Whatever you can do, whatever you can give now, will be deeply appreciated.
If you have helped earlier, “thank-you.” If you can help, again, “thank-you… thank-you.”
Your gift will assure that St. John’s remains vibrant and continues serving our entire island community, wherever they may
be.
With gratitude and warmest regards,
Debbie Knopf
Council President
St. John’s United Christ of Christ

Burning of the Greens

Braiding Sweetgrass - Join the Conversation!

Save the Date for the Burning of the Greens:
A Prayer Service Heralding the Epiphany of God
Thursday, January 6, 5PM, St. John’s parking lot
****The “Burning of the Greens” is a Twelfth Night of
Christmas tradition that reaches back into the Middle
Ages in the Britannic world and extends back to the
Roman festival of Saturnalia. It was the traditional day of
taking down Christmas decorations, and thus the tradition
arose of the “burning of the greens,” with people
contributing their wreaths,
Christmas trees and garlands to
the bonfire. The evergreens
were recognized as the promise
of renewed fertility and life. The
fire symbolized the coming of
the Light of the World in the
midst of the world’s darkness. By burning the greens, the
life and gift of the trees and wreaths were honored. ****
Please bring any greens from your home you would like
to add to the fire and join for the season’s final singing of
Christmas Carols, give thanks for all that has been, and
release into the fire all that we no longer wish to carry into
the new year.

Grateful for Thanksgiving Feast
A huge round of
applause to Martin
Curry and Julie
Stryker for organizing
this year’s Community
Thanksgiving To-Go
Feast. Thank you for
your generosity.
Maybe next year we’ll
be gathering in person
once more.

Join us for our third St. John's Braiding
Sweetgrass discussion on Wednesday,
Dec 8, 2021, at 6:30 PM Central Time
on Zoom
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89241957313
Please read up through the third section, "Picking
Sweetgrass," which concludes with the chapter, "The
Honorable Harvest."

Christmas Prayer
Holy Creator of Trees, bless with your abundant grace
this our Christmas tree as a symbol of joy.
May its evergreen branches be a sign of your neverfading promises.
May its colorful lights and ornaments call us to decorate
with love our home and our world.
May the gifts that surround this tree be symbols of the
gifts we have received from the Tree of Christ's Cross.
Holy Christmas tree within our home, may Joy and Peace
come and nest in your branches and in our hearts. Amen.
~ Author unknown

In the Midst of New Dimensions: 100th
Anniversary Worship

each of the three pastors weaving in and out, gorgeous
music, the long dormant organ bursting forth with a Bach
Fugue! Penny's flowers, all of it…”

By Rev. Marina Lachecki

The Opening Prayer was written by St. John’s 2018
seminary intern, Stacy Craig [now pastor of the
Chequamegon Unitarian Universalist Fellowship]:

“In the midst of new dimensions
In the face of changing ways,
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples,
Wandering in their separate ways.”
From “In the Midst of New Dimensions”
Sung at St. John’s on November 14, 2021
Forty people gathered for worship on November 14, 2021 to
celebrate the 100th birthday of St. John’s UCC on Madeline
Island. Another 75 joined the Live-Stream event. As Pastor
Rachel Bauman led the congregation in proclaiming “This is
the day the Lord hath made…” she joyfully announced,
“Happy Birthday.” Music Director Sheri Milburn quickly
chimed in on piano with the traditional birthday melody.
A little over 100 years ago, twelve charter members signed a
covenant to create St. John’s Evangelical Church. Pastor
Rachel Bauman invoked their names, which included
loggers, fishermen, a
ferry boat captain, and
immigrants, both men
and women. Their chief
organizer was R. J.
Russell, who saw the
need to have a resident
pastor, the need to build
a new church, and begin
again a Christian ministry
on the island.
The altar was
resplendent with red
paraments of the Holy
Spirit, red and white
candles made on the island, and roses, designed by a
member of the Nelson family, Penny. R.J’s family is still with
us and serving.
We heard the Jaeckel organ lifting
gloriously Bach’s “Fugue on St.
Anne,” played by Susan Sabre.
We heard Sheri Milburn play a
sweet medley of church hymns, “I
Love to Tell the Story/Jesus Loves
Me.” Former pastor Rev. Marina
Lachecki (1995-2018) shared a
call-and-response version of The
Lord’s Prayer later in the service.
Retired professor and author, Penny Gill, commented,
“There are two things I most especially loved about the
Centennial: the book, and its photos and stories which gave
me such a view of how central St John’s has been to the
multiple versions of community and economy on the island.
And the second was the celebratory liturgy Sunday, with

100 Years of Island Spirit
I hope you feel this celebration in your bones and you
notice the trees are dancing in celebration, too.
Island Spirit gathers in this house, is nurtured, created,
restored, electrified, danced, sung, and set free.
Free to connect and reconnect
Bringing amazement to rocks
Bringing awareness to breath
Bringing strangers into friendship.
Connecting and reconnecting through art and theater.
Between ice and sky
Between the ineffable mystery and the powerful and still
presence of now.
It is no small task to be a dwelling place for Island Spirit,
To create an opening for sea change in hearts and minds,
Ferry-ride meditations to be given a chance to flourish.
Celebrate, and celebrate.
This is love unconstrained.
In her opening remarks, Bauman
offered a list of gratitudes: first to
the Ojibwe people upon whose
sacred ground we built this
church. She also thanked the 24
ministers who led the ministry,
including the two pastors in
attendance, Revs. Dale Stohre
and Marina Lachecki, who
accounted for over thirty years of
that history. And finally, she thanked the thousands of lay
leaders who offered time, talent and treasure and committed
to a vision of being light, love, justice, joy, peace and healing
on Madeline Island.
Rev. Dale Stohre (1987-1995) offered
the prayers of the people, prefacing
his remarks with a gratitude and an
apology. “I want to thank the St.
John's family for how they had been
"light" to me; I grew in my faith, being
stretched in ways I never imagined
when I began. I also have one piece
of unfinished business.
“Madeline Island is the ancestral home of the Ojibwe people.
An historic cemetery remains sharing this hallowed place
with vacation homes, a golf course, a marina, two churches,
farms, and the village of La Pointe. These are beautiful
people, but whom I largely took for granted. For seven years
as pastor, the Native American presence and legacy was all

but ignored in my ministry; and because that was true, I did
not encourage the church to embrace them either.
“Thankfully, my successor and the church's current
leadership have done what I failed to do (as so many of us
of European descent fail to do as well)--they openly
recognize their neighbors; they have acknowledged the
harm done by our ancestors who claimed and exploited the
land on which Indigenous people lived far longer than we.
“As one who claims to follow Jesus, ignoring an entire
community right there in front of me, was inexcusable. And
for my careless dismissal of these precious children of God
from whom we have so much to learn, I was led to say,
simply, I am sorry. And I am thankful that this little band of
the faithful is once again being "light" to me, as it's been light
to an island for a hundred years.”

At the conclusion of the service, Pastor Rachel invited
former pastors Dale and Marina to come forward to offer a
benediction. The three stood side by side, Marina began:
Bless the song in your soul. May it sing the praises of the
Creator God who designed you among the stars.
Bless the dance in your feet. Dance the dance of Miriam
who walked away from her oppressors and beckoned us
to walk towards the freedom and justice we seek.
And may the very flesh of your body, animated by the
breath of God, create a new vessel from this day forward.
Amen.
Pastor Rachel concluded the benediction with “Shine on.”

In framing the message of reflecting back on the first
century, and guiding the next century, Pastor Rachel offered
one, very important thought: We are all Made for
Shining. She invited us to shine on, by recognizing not only
the past accomplishments of the first century but sharing the
‘best’ part of being a pastor for her: listening to people who
have found their way back into the church.
She acknowledged that sometimes people have been
wounded by the church and driven away for fellowship by
judgments of a person’s political views, or sexual orientation,
or beliefs from another faith or philosophical framework. She
recognized that, at times, the church has engendered
feelings of shame, oppression, limitations or denying one’s
personhood of difference.
She also acknowledged that the way back into the church
has been one of witness: Witnessing ‘church people’
building a community garden, organizing a march to affirm
that Black Lives Matter, repudiating the Doctrine of
Discovery, walking to protect the waters, invigorating a
caring network, administering the island exchange in a new
way, conducting themselves during a time of community
conflict with respect, loving kindness, and welcoming
divergent perspectives.
Pastor Rachel shared that when
people tell those stories, “They light
up. They shine brightly.” She then
proclaimed that, “Shining is what we
are meant to do, what we are created
for.” Looking out at the
congregation, she concluded, “You
are the light of the world. Shine on.”
In reflecting on the entire service, retired teacher Jeff
Theune, wrote: “I appreciated a lot of things about the
service. It was beautiful to hear Marina singing, especially
the Lord's Prayer. It brought back many wonderful
memories. I also appreciated Dale's words/story (never met
him before).”

P.S. The Second Century
In reflecting on his own story connecting with St. John’s,
John Apitz commented, “We first came to Madeline Island
out of curiosity and, later, to St. John’s… or perhaps we
were led here. With each subsequent visit, we felt more at
ease. The island warmed us and St. John’s welcomed
us. And, before long we came to understand what Michael
Childers meant when he said, “we have a committee for
that.” Today we have roots on Madeline. We time our lives
around the ferry schedule. We have friends with ties here
that go back decades, even generations. And, our hope is
that our boys will enjoy this special space into the next 100
years.”
And speaking of committees. this news update from
Centennial Committee Chair, Nile Norton:
“After an impressive November 14th service commemorating
the “Century of Island Spirit” and looking ahead to the next
century of serving the Madeline Island community, the
Centennial Committee is planning “Centennial 101!” Early in
January 2022, the committee will convene to make plans for
a community-wide celebration of “101 Years of Island Spirit!”
Due to the increased presence of Covid 19 in July and
August 2021, our big Garden Party was postponed. We are
looking to recruit more members from the church and
community to help us plan an event that would involve the
entire Madeline Island community, its year-round and
summer residents, and the occasional visitor to our shores!”
If you are interested in helping plan this fun event, please
contact Nile: npnmusic@msn.com

Time to prepare for the season of giving. Woods Hall
Gallery features unique artwork … all designed by local
artisans … and perfect for holiday shopping.
Give a gift of history this
year. Copies of St. John’s
Ministry on Madeline Island:
A Century of Island Spirit
are available at Woods Hall
Gallery and Madeline Island
Candles.
You may also order online
by going to
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ This special centennial
commemorative book would be a perfect gift for people
who consider Madeline Island a special place.

Gallery Hours:
Fridays and Saturdays, 10am – 3pm

What are people saying about Woods Hall?

Sunday, 10am – 1pm

“You may think of Woods Hall as the finest department
store in northern Wisconsin, with its stunning collection of
pottery, textiles,
jewelry, knitted hats,
and paintings. And
you would be right, of
course. You would
also be right to
celebrate how it
enlivens and
supports nearly 100
island and islandconnected artists and
artisans. But I want to
insist, it is also the
brilliant, creative
hearts of the island
community, beating
strong and reliably, and bringing rich nourishment and
new life to all of us.” Penny Gill

Also open by appointment.
Gift certificates are
available as are
personal shopping
sessions and FaceTime,
Skype, and Zoom
shopping. Contact
Gallery Manager Tyna
Waterhouse for
help. 715-747-3943 or woodshallgallery@gmail.com
Woods Hall Gallery and Studios, a ministry of St. John’s
UCC, nurtures creativity and community on Madeline
Island by providing opportunities for creation of crafts in
our well-equipped facility, selling crafts in the Woods Hall
Gallery and learning hand-craft skills.

Follow Woods Hall Gallery
Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

St. John’s Bible Study

Full Moon Circle for Women

Join us for Bible Study in December as we look at the
scripture texts especially associated with the Christmas
season. Every Friday, 11 am –
Noon (except Christmas Eve). All
are welcome!

We are celebrating December’s full moon (December 18)
a day early on Friday, Decdember 17. It is the Ojibwe
name Manidoo-giizisoons or Little Spirit
Moon, a time of healing, or Cold Moon.

We are gathering both in-person
(Fellowship Hall) and Zoom!
Meeting ID is 865 5496 7054 and
the passcode is GoodNews
For more information or to be placed on the bible study
email chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

AA Meetings – Saturdays at 5:30 pm
In conjunction with St. John’s Health
Ministries, AA meets every Saturday
at 5:30 pm. All are welcome.
Questions? Want to learn more?
Need a Zoom link? Contact Larry
McFarlane at mcfarlane1@gmail.com
or 715-559-7661.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
Serenity on the Rock AlAnon
Meetings have a new time and
have moved to zoom for winter.
All are welcome!
Join us on Tuesdays 4:00 – 5:00
pm (note new time) via Zoom Meeting ID: 880 1533 6936
Passcode: island AlAnon is a mutual support organization
for the families and friends of alcoholics. All are welcome.

Racial Justice Study Group
Racial Justice Study Group meets at 7pm on the first
Wednesday of every month. Here’s our reading list for
the next several months:
December - William Whipple Warren, The
History of the Ojibway People
January - Angeline Boulley, The Fire
Keepers Daughter
February - David Treuer, Rez Life
March - Louise Erdich, The Round House
For more information or to be placed on the email chain
for this group, contact Robin Roderick at
robinrest@aol.com). Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213

We will light candles and offer prayers at
7pm. Any questions, email or message
Julie at strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank
you, Miigwech

Weekly Prayer Circle
Join our Prayer Circle on Thursdays at
8:00 am. All are invited to this weekly
circle of prayer via Zoom (Zoom
meeting ID 868 5052 2126;
Passcode: 983123)

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. You may
ask Rachel to keep your prayer
request private or have a name
added to the Prayers of the People.

Tracking Your Donations
Track your donations to St.
John’s and Woods Hall. Scroll
to the bottom of the St. John’s
website homepage, click on
Donor Dashboard where you
create an account or log in and
view past financial donations.

Be In the Loop with St. John’s
News, announcements, updates….. it’s all there on St.
John’s website. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/ You’ll
find everything going on at St. John’s … today, tomorrow,
next month, next year. Visit our website anytime, all the
time!

Christmas Traditions
By Lee Baker
Is there a particular hymn or
song that captures the spirit of
the Christmas season? Silent
Night? How about The Little
Drummer Boy, The Holly and
the Ivy, Blue Christmas, Mele Kalikimaka, O
Tannenbaum, Feliz Navidad, Oh Come All Ye Faithful.
When I spent Christmas in California with my cousins,
we’d gather around the piano on Christmas Eve. My aunt
and grandmother were talented pianists who could sight
read music. Together, my cousins, aunts and uncles
would sing and sing late into the night, harmonizing and
begging for one more Christmas carol.
What’s your favorite holiday movie? The one you watch
again, again, and again – and know all the lines. And the
one that makes you cry every time. Maybe you know, as I
do, all the choreography
in White Christmas.
What other movies are
on your list? It’s a
Wonderful Life,
Christmas with the
Kranks, Home Alone,
Miracle on 34th Street. I
cannot forgo a
Christmas season without watching White Christmas. I
admit I cry every time General Waverly descends the
staircase dressed in his Army uniform and enters the
dining room on the arms on his granddaughter.
Christmas decorations? What ornament sits atop your
Christmas tree? Is it a star? An angel? At our house, it’s
white dove with wings spread wide. And
what ornaments are your favorites? The
ones you always put at the very front of
the tree? In the Baker house, it’s my
grandmother’s glass parasol, a creamcolored antique ornament decorated with
silver filament. And her antique silver
baby carriage, the one lined with angel hair. Resting in
the angel hair is a tiny wax figure whom we always
claimed to be Baby Jesus. But it’s hard to tell. The wee
babe melted in the heat all those years my grandparents
lived in Honolulu during the 1930s. I’m sad to report Baby
Jesus looks more like a wad of chewing gum.
How about books? I pull out a stack of Christmas books
and stack them on the living room coffee table, just like
my mother always did. A few of my favorites include A
Cowboy Christmas by Audrey Woods, Tomtens Appeljakt
by Lars Carlson, Mooseltoe by Margie Palatini, On
Christmas Eve by Peter Collington, Christmas in the Big

Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder, A Wind in the Willows
Christmas by Kenneth Grahame, Let’s Keep Christmas:
A Sermon by Peter Marshall, Christmas is a Time of
Giving by Joan Walsh Anglund.
But the book most dear to me is
A Christmas Story by Mary
Chalmers. Let me read it to you.

A Christmas Story
By Mary Chalmers, Harper &
Row Publishers, 1956
It certainly looks as if it is going to snow. You see? Here
is the snow. I’m glad we wore our galoshes,” says
Elizabeth to Harry Dog.
Their friends Alice Rabbit and Hilary Cat are waiting for
them when they get home. “We found a lovey tree,” says
Elizabeth. Alice and Hilary have made some hot
chocolate. They all have some.
They bring the boxes of Christmas tree decorations down
from the attic. Everybody is all dressed up in their best
clothes for the occasion.
Then they get right to work because it is a big job to trim
the tree and, you know, it isn’t every little girl and dog and
cat and rabbit who can do it. They work hard.
Hilary decides to taste the popcorn string. “Hilary, you
stop that,” says Elizabeth. The tree is all trimmed. But
they don’t have a star for the top.
“I’ll go get one,” says Elizabeth. Elizabeth meets a lady
and the lady doesn’t have a star but she has a ginger
cookie for her. Elizabeth becomes a little lost in a wood
and a blue jay shows her the way. He doesn’t have a
star, though.
Elizabeth passes a dark cave. “Hello! Is anyone there?”
she calls. One pair of eyes opens, and then two and
three, four, five pairs of eyes. Five owls in there. “Do you
have a star for me?” asks Elizabeth. “No, no star here,”
say the five owls sleepily. They aren’t interested in stars
for the tops of Christmas trees just now. They are too
sleepy.
By very good luck Elizabeth meets the Santa Claus for
Rabbits and Other Small Animals. “Do you know?” says
Elizabeth. “We don’t have a star for the top of our
Christmas tree.”
“Well now, let’s see,” says the Santa Claus. “There just
might be one in here somewhere.” “Ho, ho!” he says.
“Here we are!”
There. (Elizabeth, Harry Dog, Alice Rabbit and Hilary Cat
stand back to view their Christmas tree with the star on
top.)
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NOVEMBER 28

ADVENT BEGINS

Worship, 10 am
Fellowship, 11:00

5
Worship and
Communion, 10 am

12
Worship, 10 am
Fellowship, 11:00 am

19
Worship, 10 am
Fellowship, 11:00 am

Worship, 10 am

26
Fellowship,11 am

29

6

13

20

27

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

Saturday

4

DECEMBER 1

3

30
Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 4:30 - 6 pm

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

Al Anon, 4 – 5pm
Racial Justice Study
Group, 7 pm

18

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

11

9

17

Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7:00 pm

25

Community
Christmas Program,
6:30 pm

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

24

Bible Study, 11 am Noon

23

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

JANUARY 1

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
30

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

WELCOME TO 2022

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Noon

31

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Christmas Eve
Close to Home
Service, 4pm
Advent Journey,
10:30 am

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am
Close to Home
Advent Journey,
10:30 am

16

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Noon
Close to Home
Advent Journey,
10:30 am

10

8

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Close to Home
Noon
Advent Journey,
10:30 am

7

29

22

15

Braiding Sweetgrass
Conversation, 6:30
pm

Close to Home
Council Meeting,
Advent Journey, 3pm
4:30 – 6 pm
Al Anon, 4 – 5pm

14
Close to Home
Advent Journey, 3pm
Al Anon, 4 – 5pm

21
Close to Home
Advent Journey, 3pm
Al Anon, 4 – 5pm

28
Close to Home
Advent Journey, 3pm
Al Anon, 4 – 5pm

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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Follow St. John’s
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

