
 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Madeline Island Lighthouse 

February 2022 
St. John’s on Madeline Island

 

 

TIME  TO CELEBRATE!  
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Thanks to supreme generosity, we met the $250,000 Challenge Match adding a 

total of $500,000 to our Second Century Endowment. Bravo, everyone! 

Established to benefit the entire Madeline Island community, the Second Century 

Endowment ensures ongoing leadership and facilities management of St. John’s 

and Woods Hall, supports the spiritual, creative, philosophical, and economic 

needs of Madeline Island residents, and establishes innovative projects in any 

area of the congregation or local community. 

Thank you to EVERYONE who supported our Challenge Match. It is because of 

YOU we can dream, imagine, thrive – and care for our island home, now and for 

the next 100 years.  

Read more about St. John’s endowment on page 7.



 

Pastor’s Column 

By Guest Columnist Pat Peterson 

Bible Study:  The Psalms 

The Friday Bible Study group is reading the Psalms this 

month ð and Pastor Rachel is basing her sermons on 

the Psalms as well. A fortuitous parallel.  

The Psalms were written by 

many different people, over 

the course of 500 years, and 

some of them were rewritten 

to suit the audience as times 

changed.  The language of 

the Psalms is beautiful and 

often strikingly familiar! Itôs 

surprising to come across 

lines from the Psalms in 

hymns or prayers in worship 

and see them quoted 

throughout the Bible. I just 

learned this prayer comes from Psalm 19:14: ñLet the 

words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.ò   

The language of the Psalms is classic, ancient, and 

special.  But we should not forget that the writers of the 

Psalms were motivated by very real feelings of sorrow, 

disappointment, suffering, happiness, gratitude, awe, and 

joyðjust as we are.  Last week, Pastor Rachel 

challenged us to rephrase a psalm in our own words, to 

bring the message into our more personal frame of 

reference.  

The exercise was very powerful, as it helped build 

empathy and understanding for the very real emotions 

that inspired the original authors.  By using language that 

is closer to our own way of speaking, the message is 

unmasked.  We shared our offerings with each other 

freely, and it was amazing to see how different and how 

personal each one was.  At first, we may have felt 

reticent, but everyone was so supportive and 

encouraging! 

In order to rephrase a Bible passage, you have to think 

deeply about what it means to you and how it speaks to 

you.  We did this work in order to try to understand what 

was in the hearts of the Psalm writers, and with the 

greatest respect for the original texts. Some of us are 

finding that as we delve into the Psalms, their themes 

and messages are relevant in our daily lives.  We hear 

the voice of the Psalms in music, speeches, even the 

media.  Come join us and bring your own insights and 

feelings to share.   

 

 

Below are some re-tellings of the original Psalms plus 

some new Psalms inspired by the originals. We offer 

these not as replacements, but as echoes of the 

originals, seeking to put in our own words the truth of our 

heart. 

Bible Study is a time for learning, discovery, inspiration, 

awareness, and new understandings. We invite you to 

join us in person or via Zoom. Youôll see friends from 

across the country! 

 

 

(Guest Column and Psalm writing 

continued on next page) 

Psalm of Praise 

(inspired by Psalm 117) 

Praise the Magnificent Light of all creation 

Lift up that that cannot be named all that are 

loved 

For OM is sung for praise for us 

And our faithfulness of that Love shall live 

forever.  

~ Gwen Patterson 

 

Surrender to the Wonder 

 (inspired by Psalm 117) 

Surrender to the wonder  

of this limitless Creation,  

(all of us!)  

Give it up!  

(thatôs right: me and you, and   

you, and you and even you!)  

ñLove?ò 99% of it is just  

 ñhanging in thereò . . .  

So: has this galaxy of ours  

been hanging around long  

enough for you?  

Surrender to the wonder . . .    

~ Joe Scarry 



 

 

Zoom Fellowship – February 13, 1 PM 

An Invitation from Bill Green 

Do you remember how excited we 

were the first time we had a zoom 

fellowship time when the pandemic 

first began? How about another one 

of those?  It is the middle of the 

winter and it would be so great to see everyoneôs faces: 

those of us who are able to be in-person in worship AND 

those of us who watch from 

afar. I hope you will join us! 

Sunday, February 13  

1pm (Central Time) 

Zoom Fellowship 

Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89533501095?pwd=WlhZNkEr

ZG14QjJBbVIzdEpSWDc2QT09 

Meeting ID: 895 3350 1095     Passcode: 669593 

 

Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance 

Program 

It is cold on the island and the price of 

propane has risen - significantly. 

Wisconsin has a Home Energy 

Assistance Program offering assistance 

to households using different forms of 

fuel. Whether you use wood, propane, 

natural gas, electricity, or fuel oil to heat your home, 

energy assistance is available if you qualify. 

http://homeenergyplus.wi.gov/category.asp?linkcatid=239 

 

La Pointe Community Awards 

These awards are a way for the Town to publicly honor 

individuals and groups who make our 

community better by taking initiative 

or delivering service above and 

beyond what any of us would expect 

of a typical resident. Thanks for your 

consideration! 

You can pick up a nomination form at the 

PO, the Library, MRF, Lori's Store, Mission Hill, or to fill 

one online go to www.townoflapointewi.gov then look for 

the link on the home page under 'Recent Notices'. The 

deadline for 

Community Award 

Nomination 

submissions is 

Monday, Feb. 28th.  

Psalm 13 (new version for 2022) 

How long, O Lord?  Will you let covid rage forever? 

How long must we hide our faces from each other? 

How long must I bear isolation in my soul, 

And feel loneliness in my heart all day long? 

How long shall safety be exalted over fellowship? 

Consider and answer me, O Lord my God. 

Open my eyes, lest I forget the green of spring, 

Lest the winter boast, ñI will last forever,ò 

Lest the ice grow thick because I no longer care. 

But I have trusted that the pandemic will decline. 

My heart shall rejoice in warmer weather. 

I will sing to the Lord, 

Because he has given us vaccines and fresh new life.                                            

~ Pat Peterson 

Psalm: The Human Condition 

Oh, Unfathomable  

Source of all that is  

shelter,  

breath,  

destiny,  

return 

Quantum womb  

Cosmic heart  

Eternal pulse  

Bend down and hear me.  

Though you are life itself  

I must speak to you this way.  

Draw near  

you who dwell within.  

Breathe my bones.  

You fling me open to galaxies.  

Still, I beg your presence. 

We cry out  

Be with us!  

Our fists clutch little recipes for truth.  

Our tiny minds ache to know. 

We gather and laugh  

at all we believed.  

We collapse into surrender 

Pour the wine!    

~ Penny Gill 

 

http://homeenergyplus.wi.gov/category.asp?linkcatid=239
http://www.townoflapointewi.gov/
https://www.townoflapointewi.gov/assets/files/2022/01/community-award-nomination-form-2022-revised-1-25-22.pdf
https://www.townoflapointewi.gov/assets/files/2022/01/community-award-nomination-form-2022-revised-1-25-22.pdf
https://www.townoflapointewi.gov/assets/files/2022/01/community-award-nomination-form-2022-revised-1-25-22.pdf


 

Staffing Transition at St. Johns: Thank You 
Gloria Fennel and Welcome Lisa Potswald! 

 
A huge round of applause to Gloria 

Fennel for her years of service to St. 

Johnôs and Woods Hall. As Financial 

Secretary, Gloria managed all the 

contributions to our church and Woods 

Hall. Always bringing an upbeat and 

positive attitude to her work, Gloria was 

tremendous in tracking the many details 

of donations. We thank you, Gloria, for 

your commitment.  

And we are happy to welcome Lisa Potswald to a newly 

created position of Administrative Assistant for St. Johnôs. 

In her role, Lisa will have primary responsibility for 

Human Relations and financial contributions 

management. St. Johnôs and Woods Hall are utilizing a 

new member/donor database supporting both 

organizations. Lisa has already shown proficiency in 

managing this new database. 

 

Year-End Giving Statements 

The 2021 annual gift statements have been sent out to all 

donors who gave to St. John's Church and/or Woods Hall 

in 2021.  Those of you who donated in 2021 and 

indicated email as your preferred method of contact 

should have received 

an email, and those of 

you preferring a letter 

should have received 

one by now.  If you did 

not receive a 

statement, or if you 

have any questions about your statement, please contact 

Lisa Potswald at stjohnsucc@cheqnet.net.  Thank you for 

your support of St. John's Church and Woods Hall! 

 

Joe Scarry – Guest Preacher February 13 

Join us for worship on Sunday, 

February 13 when Joe Scarry 

steps into the pulpit as our 

guest preacher. Joe always 

brings interesting perspectives 

and interpretations of scripture. 

See you in church. 

And donôt miss Zoom 

Fellowship on February 13 at 1PM. Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89533501095?pwd=WlhZNkEr

ZG14QjJBbVIzdEpSWDc2QT09 

Little Learners’ Preschool Back in Session 

With recent 

bitter cold 

temperatures 

precluding 

outdoor play, 

teacher Debbie 

Knopf, brought 

buckets of snow 

indoors. The 

children 

delighted in 

exploring with 

snow and 

building snow 

castles! 

 

 

 

 

Racial Justice Study Group 

 Racial Justice Study Group 

meets at 7pm Central time on the 

first Wednesday of every month. 

Hereôs our reading list for the next 

several months:  

February 2 - David Treuer, Rez 

Life (Part 1) 

March 2 - David Treuer, Rez Life 

(Part 2) 

April 6 - Louise Erdrich, The 

Round House 

For more information or to be placed on the email chain for 

this group, contact Robin Roderick at robinrest@aol.com). 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213 

 

mailto:stjohnsucc@cheqnet.net
about:blank
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213


 

Full Moon Circle for Women 

This monthôs full moon is on 

February 16. It is the Cold 

Moon. In Ojibwe, it is Makwa-

giizis, or Bear Moon. Full Moon 

in March is on Friday the 18th, it 

is the Full Worm Moon.  In 

Ojibwe, it is Onaabdin-giizis, 

Snow Crust Moon. 

We will light candles and offer prayers at 7pm. Any 

questions, email or message Julie at 

strykerjf@yahoo.com.  Thank you, Miigwech  

 

St. John’s Bible Study – In-Person & Zoom 

Bible Study is every Friday morning, 11 am - Noon. We 

are gathering both in-person (Fellowship Hall) and Zoom! 

Meeting ID is 865 

5496 7054 and 

the passcode is 

GoodNews 

During February 

we are exploring 

the book of 

Psalms. All are 

welcome! For more information or to be placed on the 

bible study email chain, contact Pastor Rachel 

at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org 

 

Prayer Requests 

Have a prayer request? Itôs easy ï and confidential. 

Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the 

link to PRAYER REQUEST. 

https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/ 

Prayer requests only go to 

Pastor Rachelôs private 

inbox. You may ask Rachel 

to keep your prayer request 

private or have a name 

added to the Prayers of the 

People. 

 

Weekly Prayer Circle  

Join our Prayer Circle on Thursdays 

at 8:00 am. All are invited to this 

weekly circle of prayer via Zoom 

(Zoom meeting ID 868 5052 2126; 

Passcode: 983123) 

AA Meetings – Saturdays at 5:30 pm 

In conjunction with St. Johnôs Health 

Ministries, AA meets every Saturday 

at 5:30 pm. All are welcome. 

Questions? Want to learn more? 

Need a Zoom link? Contact Larry 

McFarlane at mcfarlane1@gmail.com 

or 715-559-7661. 

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings 

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings have a new time 

and have moved to zoom for 

winter. All are welcome! 

Join us on Tuesdays 4:00 – 

5:00 pm (note new time) via 

Zoom - Meeting ID: 880 1533 

6936 Passcode: island. AlAnon 

is a mutual support organization 

for the families and friends of alcoholics. All are welcome. 

 

The Cold Earth Slept Below 

The cold earth slept below; 

         Above the cold sky shone; 

                And all around, 

                With a chilling sound, 

From caves of ice and fields of snow 

The breath of night like death did flow 

                Beneath the sinking moon. 

The wintry hedge was black; 

         The green grass was not seen; 

                The birds did rest 

                On the bare thornôs breast, 

Whose roots, beside the pathway track, 

Had bound their folds oôer many a crack 

                Which the frost had made between. 

Thine eyes glowôd in the glare 

         Of the moonôs dying light; 

                As a fen-fireôs beam 

                On a sluggish stream 

Gleams dimlyðso the moon shone there, 

And it yellowôd the strings of thy tangled hair, 

                That shook in the wind of night. 

The moon made thy lips pale, beloved; 

         The wind made thy bosom chill; 

                The night did shed 

                On thy dear head 

Its frozen dew, and thou didst lie 

Where the bitter breath of the naked sky 

                Might visit thee at will. 

~ Percy Bysshe Shelley 

mailto:strykerjf@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
mailto:mcfarlane1@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Gallery Hours: 

Saturdays, 11am – 2pm 

Also open by appointment. 

 

See what Sammy 

Erickson is weaving this 

winter! Under mentorship 

of his mom, Woods Hall 

Board Member and 

Treasurer Elena Erickson, 

Sammy is honing his 

weaving skills every day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teach a Woods Hall Craft Class 

Want to share your skills in embroidery, knitting, and 

other crafts and teach classes at Woods Hall? This is a 

fun volunteer opportunity. And we welcome your 

expertise. If interested, contact Galley Manager Tyna 

Waterhouse (715) 747-3943 or 

woodshallgallery@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift certificates are available as 

are personal shopping sessions 

and FaceTime, Skype, and 

Zoom shopping. Contact Gallery 

Manager Tyna Waterhouse for 

help. (715) 747-3943 or 

woodshallgallery@gmail.com 

 

Woods Hall 

Gallery and 

Studios, a 

ministry of St. 

Johnôs UCC, 

nurtures creativity 

and community 

on Madeline 

Island by 

providing 

opportunities for creation of crafts in our well-equipped 

facility, selling crafts in the Woods Hall Gallery and 

learning hand-craft skills. 

Follow Woods Hall Gallery and Studios 

Website: www.woodshall.com 

Facebook:    

https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery 

Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/ 

mailto:woodshallgallery@gmail.com
mailto:woodshallgallery@gmail.com
http://www.woodshall.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/


 

Second Century Endowment  

By Sarah Ross Caruso 

Yes! We did it! We met the incredibly generous 

Challenge Match to stimulate St. Johnôs Second Century 

Endowment. Our Endowment consists of donations 

received to date plus planned gifts which will benefit our 

church and/or Woods Hall at a future date. Investments in 

the Second Century Endowment will sustain the work of 

St. Johnôs and leave a lasting impact on the Madeline 

Island community. Together, we are touching lives and 

enhancing our community é now and in the coming 

century.  

When we established the Second Century Endowment, 

we identified three objectives which we believe will have 

the greatest impact ï and benefit ï for our community. 

These objectives include: 

One Sacred Place provides ongoing support for 

pastoral leadership and maintenance and 

improvement of campus-wide facilities of St. Johnôs 

and Woods Hall. Some funds may be designated for 

specific capital projects or improvements.  

Island Home supports the spiritual, artistic, social, 

and economic needs of those who call Madeline 

Island home. Some funds may be designated for 

emerging issues in our local community.  

New Initiatives establishes innovative projects in any 

area of the congregation, our local community, or 

wider church at the discretion of the Church Council 

and Woods Hall Board of Directors. It may not be 

used for on-going support of projects.  

Partnering with Wisconsin Foundation UCC and 

Wisconsin Conference UCC gives us tremendous 

opportunity to promote and grow our endowment funds. 

We will draw no more than five percent per year from our 

Second Century Endowment. Of course, the more we 

grow the endowment, the more income we will be able to 

designate toward these three primary objectives. 

Now that the work of meeting our Challenge Match is 

complete, our next big push is to encourage planned 

giving. We hope Madeline Island families ï people for 

whom this island is a special place ï will want to create a 

legacy for future generations. 

Making bequests to St. Johnôs Second Century 

Endowment through the Wisconsin Foundation UCC is 

easy. Most estate gifts come as bequests because these 

gifts can be easily created as part of a will. You can also 

make a charitable bequest by designating the St. Johnôs 

Second Century Endowment as the ñpayment on deathò 

(POD) of a bank or stock account. 

Working with Andrew Warner, Wisconsin Conference 

UCC, has been a delight. Andrew has helped individuals 

and families decide whether their preference is to make a 

bequest as either a percentage of an estate, a specific 

dollar amount, or contingent on the primary beneficiaries. 

In addition, he helps people develop clear instructions on 

the purpose of their gift. Some prefer to direct their gift to 

one organization, while others prefer multiple 

organizations. 

Rev. Andrew Warner, Director of Development for the 

Wisconsin Conference, will gladly answer questions 

about making a bequest and explain how your gift will 

impact St. Johnôs work. He can also answer your 

questions about how to make a restricted gift or gifts of 

real assets, like real estate, in keeping with the Gift 

Acceptance Policy of the United Church of Christ. 

For more information about financial options that can 

benefit St. Johnôs and Woods Hall, please contact: 

Rev. Andrew Warner 

Wisconsin Conference UCC 

4459 Gray Road 

DeForest, WI 53532 

(414) 758 6233 

awarner@wcucc.org 

 

We learn generosity from 

each other. By sharing 

the hopes and gratitude 

that led you to make a 

gift to the Second 

Century Endowment, you 

are inspiring the 

generosity of others.  

 



 

Honoring Anishinaabe 

By Lee Baker 

I recently visited the Smithsonian Institutionôs National 

Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C. 

Weaving our way through exhibits dedicated to North 

American tribes, I came face to face with this gorgeous 

photograph on a display panel as I entered a room 

describing the traditions and culture of the Anishinaabe.  

Below is the copy on the museum display panel: 

To be Anishinaabe is to understand 

your place in all creation. 

We are spiritual beings on a human 

journey 

Everything in the Anishinaabe world is 

alive. 

Everything has a spirit and everything is 

interconnected. 

I wish my photography skills were better. A quick cell 

phone snapshot doesnôt do justice to the beauty of the 

photograph.  

To learn more about this museum, visit the website. 

https://www.si.edu/museums/american-indian-museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blizzard 

Snow: 

years of anger following 

hours that float idly down ð 

the blizzard 

drifts its weight 

deeper and deeper for three days 

or sixty years, eh? Then 

the sun! a clutter of 

yellow and blue flakes ð 

Hairy looking trees stand out 

in long alleys 

over a wild solitude. 

The man turns and there ð 

his solitary track stretched out 

upon the world. 

~ William Carlos Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dust of Snow 

The way a crow 

Shook down on me 

The dust of snow 

From a hemlock tree 

 

Has given my heart 

A change of mood 

And saved some part 

Of a day I had rued. 

              ~ Robert Frost 

https://www.si.edu/museums/american-indian-museum


 

 

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 14, 706 Main Street 

Madeline Island 

La Pointe, Wisconsin 54850 

(715) 747-3945  

Tax ID #23-7165228 

 
St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating a Century of Island Spirit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Follow St. John’s 

Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org 

Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi 

  Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi 

  Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland 

  Worship Streaming                                                                                                

https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland 

Pastor Rachel Bauman 
831-566-0353 
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org 

 

Photo credit: Bill Green 

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

St. Johnôs is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all. 
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