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St. John’s on Madeline Island

Stewarding the Natural World

Holy Week Service Schedule

The Great Lakes Islands Alliance is hosting Bird
Conservation on Great Lakes Islands to present the
status of Great Lakes bird species and why islands are
key places for conservation.

Our Lenten journey culminates April 10 - 17 as we honor
and celebrate Holy Week and Easter. Please join us!

Thursday, April 7th, 2022
11am CDT
CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER
Great Lakes islands are critically important places for a
variety of bird species, such as land birds (e.g., sparrows,
warblers), waterbirds (e.g., herons, loons, plovers), and
waterfowl (e.g., ducks, geese, swans). Unfortunately,
these species face a variety of threats on a local,
regional, and global scale. Maintaining a variety of
habitats plays a role in bird conservation by providing
feeding, nesting, wintering, and migratory stopover sites.
Featuring Audubon Great Lakes, this meeting will
showcase how two Great Lakes island communities are
working to support bird conservation.
The Great Lakes Islands
Alliance (GLIA) works to
encourage relationship
building, foster information
exchange, and leverage
resources to address shared
challenges and embrace
opportunities to benefit islands. Learn more about GLIA
at https://glialliance.org For questions about this webinar,
contact Peter Huston phuston@stewardshipnetwork.org

Palm Sunday, April 10, 10am
Procession with Palm Branches and
telling of the Palm Sunday story and
preparing for Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, April 14, 5pm
We will remember Jesus’ last night
with his friends as we come together
for prayer, foot washing and sharing
in Communion
Good Friday, April 15, 5pm
Service of Shadows and stripping of the
altar in the tradition of Tenebrae
Easter Vigil, April 16, 7pm
A Service of Light, Water, Word,
and Communion (This service
will begin at the fire circle in the
backyard of the parsonage.
From there, we will move into
the sanctuary.)
Easter, April 17
Sunrise Service 6am (exact location
TBA)
Festival Service with Communion
in the Sanctuary, 10am

Island Closet Opening Soon
Celebrating Earth Day – Sunday, April 24
Join us for worship at 10am on Sunday, April 24 as we
join together to celebrate Creation and recognize how
deeply connected our relationship with Earth is to our
journey of Spirit. In this service we will be honoring the
elements: Water, Fire, Air, and Earth, giving thanks for
the gift of creation
and recommitting
ourselves to living
in right
relationship with
all creatures.

Are you getting excited for the new season? It is time to
start thinking about the Island Closet. We do not have an
opening day yet, but soon
all those things you no
longer love will have a
place to go. And new
treasures will abound.
In Partnership with St. John ‘s UCC

Also, check your summer schedule to sign up to
volunteer and be a part of the fun! See you soon!
Gwen Smith Patterson, Island Closet Manager

Pastor’s Column
Dear friends,
I need Easter this year.
I need Easter every year - but
particularly this year I am ready
to be standing in the light-filled
sanctuary singing “Christ the
Lord is risen today!” I am ready
to proclaim the Easter
affirmation that despite all
evidence to the contrary, the violence of empire has not,
and will not win, and the power of love and life are
stronger than the power of fear and death. I am ready.
But it is not Easter yet and in Christian liturgical practice
we do not get to Easter until we journey through the last
week of Lent known as Holy Week. I suppose it would be
possible to skip ahead, to move right from Palm Sunday
to Easter Sunday, directly from the parade filled streets to
the Easter sunrise celebration – but that is not how our
liturgy works.
Instead, we re-tell and re-imagine what that last week
was like for Jesus and his companions.
We are invited to the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday
where we are reminded that the type of love Jesus’ calls
us to, the greatest of the commandments, is a love that
kneels before others – friends,
enemies, neighbors, and strangers
– and washes their feet. We are
asked to allow our own feet to be
washed as well, affirming that love
grows best in communities of
mutuality where we all have the opportunity to give and
receive.
On Friday we enter the garden of Gethsemane with
Jesus and, along with the disciples, confront our
tendency, individually and collectively, to go to sleep
rather than face the reality of oppression and violence.
We see them nail Jesus on the cross and hear him speak
words of loneliness, agony, abandonment, forgiveness
and ultimately surrender. We say, “It is finished” and
leave in silence.
In the darkness of Holy Saturday, we remember the light
and affirm the faithfulness of God by
telling the stories of the history of
salvation. We are reminded that not
everyone abandoned Jesus. Mary
Magdalene was there at the foot of the
cross throughout it all, and we affirm
that her strength and faithfulness is
part of our ancestral legacy too.

If Lent is the journey that prepares us for the mystery of
Easter, then Holy Week is the final mile. Just as Jesus
was preparing his disciples for what was to come as they
continued to proclaim a way of life at odds with what was
around them, so Holy Week is for us a way to prepare for
Easter that is coming, despite all evidence to the contrary!
And we need to prepare because what is coming at
Easter is both tremendous and challenging! On Easter
we, like Mary, hear our names called by the Risen Christ,
turning to see the Living God in our midst, bringing life
out of the ashes of death.
But Easter is also Jesus saying, “Don’t hold on to me, but
go and share this news. Be this good news for the world.”
Easter is not a day, but a season; a commitment to
bringing God’s love for the world into the world despite all
the odds.
May Holy Week prepare our hearts for
Easter morning so we are ready to
respond – with enthusiasm and joy when the Risen Christ calls our name.
May we be inspired by Mary Magdalene’s
strength and faithfulness to muster up our courage and
conviction to turn and assert “Here I am. Send me.”
Blessings to you, Rachel

Encounter: Theme for Lent
Encounter is our theme for worship during Lent. Each
week our Gospel text will tells a story of an encounter
between Jesus and someone else. Through
preaching, music, prayer, and silence, we
will reflect on these encounters and what
invitations and provocations they may hold
for us as we too encounter the Sacred in our daily lives.
Join us in person Sundays at 10am or online on our
streaming channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland

Encounter Lent through Poetry
Join Pastor Rachel at 10:30 am on
Thursday, April 7 and 14 to continue our
reflections with poetry on our Lent theme
of Encounter. Gathering via Zoom, Rachel will lead
participants through a modified version of Lectio Divina
with a poem as the text instead of a Bible passage. Lectio
Divina - pronounced "lexio" - means ‘divine reading' and
is a meditative method for allowing the “ear of your heart”
to listen to the voice of Holy through the text. Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89575015214?pwd=NWNlYV
U1cTBnOHRKWlNOZnk3US9UUT09
Zoom Meeting ID: 895 7501 5214 Passcode: poetry

Listening Sessions to Shape Future Planning

Busy Little Learners

By Rob Karwath

Held in the Fellowship Hall at St John’s, our Little
Learners Preschool children are always busy. Thanks to
a very generous donation, we are extending the program
for two additional weeks. Everyone is excited for signs of
spring following our spring break!

What is the future of St. John’s on Madeline Island?
Will St. John's be a part of your life in coming years?
If you could change one thing about
St. John’s, what would it be?
These are among the questions that a group within the
St. John’s Church Council plans to ask church and island
stakeholders to develop a new church strategic plan. The
questions reflect a desire to
understand how St. John’s can
play an important role in the
lives of all people in our island
community.
St. John’s last developed a strategic plan in 2015, just
before the pastoral transition to Rev. Rachel Bauman. It
included plans for how the church would approach its
centennial year, establish a major giving campaign and
move deeper into online communications.

We had a fun week reading and
acting out many Gingerbread
Boy (and Girl!) stories.

Five little leprechauns popped out from
hiding to the surprise of their parents!

No one could have imagined that it also would help carry
the church through a pandemic.
Now, St. John’s needs to know again what island
residents, part-time residents, visitors and others need—
and how the church can best serve over the next three to
four years.
In coming weeks, the strategic planning team, led by Lee
Baker, Michael Collins and Rob Karwath, will convene
listening sessions with groups and individuals. Those
sessions will help develop a list of strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats for the church.
That “SWOT”
analysis will help
identify strategies
— high-level goals
for the church to
achieve in the next
three to four years. Each strategy will carry a list of
supporting tactics — specific, measurable, achievable,
relevant and time-bound actions for completion.
The team expects to develop a strategic plan and present
it to St. John’s and island stakeholders later this year.
Our church project coincides with similar strategic
planning efforts by both Woods Hall and the Town of La
Pointe.
If you are interested in participating in the listening
sessions or other aspects of the strategic planning
project, please contact Rob Karwath at
rob@northcoastcommunications.com.

Warmer days were perfect
for making snow people!!
We learned
about
“Choosing
Good Food to
Eat” in our
classroom
grocery store.
The children
were very
adept at “scanning” all the food items and made very
polite conversation with the “checker” while going through
the checkout lane.

What Do I Hear? Is it Singing?
St. John’s is excited to announce we are moving to maskoptional mode and returning to singing in the sanctuary.
We thank everyone for your
patience and understanding as
we continue to navigate the
uncertainties of the Covid
pandemic. Our intention is to protect the health and wellbeing of everyone in our community.

Online Donations Process Updated

Prayer Requests

Based on feedback from you we have made changes to
our process for donating online to St. John’s Church!
Beginning March 1, all online donations will directly
integrate with Little Green Light, our donor database. We
are excited about this change because we expect it to
decrease the potential for errors and reduce the delay in
recording your donations.

Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/

To donate online, go to
stjohnsmadelineisland.org, click
on “GIVE” at the top right-hand
corner of the home page, complete the
form for online giving, and submit. You may select
a one-time donation or set up a regular schedule of
giving.
Those of you who previously established regularly
scheduled online donations will need to go to the St.
John's website after March 1 and complete the form to
set up your giving schedule, as the current scheduled
donations will be cancelled. The donor dashboard will no
longer be available.
Please contact Lisa Potswald
at stjohnsucc@cheqnet.net or at 218-348-3316 if you
have any questions about these updates.

Summer of Celebration: 101 Years of St.
John’s UCC on Madeline Island
By Nile Norton
Members of the St. John’s UCC Centennial Committee
met recently to discuss plans for summer events on
Madeline Island. Our theme is Summer of Celebration:
101 Years of St. John’s UCC on Madeline Island to
reflect the many ways supports the island community.
As part of Summer of Celebration, we are planning some
smaller events to be held mostly outdoors, including:
• July 4th ice cream social
• BBQ at Joni’s beach following the
Blessing of the Lake on July 17
• Artistic collaboration between Woods
Hall and Madeline Island Chamber
Music in July
• Old fashioned “hymn sing”
• Musical happenings at the Food
Wagon, the Island Closet, MIHPA
and beyond
Getting ideas is great! People to produce them, even
better! If you are interested in helping with our
celebrations this summer, please contact Nile
npnmusic@msn.com

Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Rachel’s private inbox. You may ask
Rachel to keep your prayer request
private or have a name added to the
Prayers of the People.

Weekly Prayer Circle
Join our Prayer Circle on Thursdays at
8:00 am. All are invited to this weekly circle
of prayer via Zoom (Zoom meeting ID 868
5052 2126; Passcode: 983123)

St. John’s Bible Study – In-Person & Zoom
During April, we are reading and discussing Reading
While Black: African American Biblical Interpretation
as an Exercise in Hope by Esau
McCaulley. If you would like to
join the discussion, contact
Rachel and she will get you a
copy of the book.
Bible Study is every Friday morning, 11 am - Noon. We
are gathering both in-person (Fellowship Hall) and Zoom!
Meeting ID is 865 5496 7054 and the passcode is
GoodNews
All are welcome! For more information or to be placed on
the bible study email chain, contact Pastor Rachel
at pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org

Mark Your Calendar for Art Escape
Art Escape runs September 10 - 18, 202. This nine-day
celebration of creative arts across
Bayfield County and Madeline Island
will feature works by painters,
jewelers, potters, sculptors,
weavers, woodworkers and
performers. Learn about Art Escape,
sponsored by the Bayfield Chamber and Visitor Bureau,
at https://bayfield.org/festivals-events/art-escape/.
Want to show your work? Art Escape artist
applications are due April 1, 2022. Click
APPLICATION for an Art Escape Artist Entry Form.

Full Moon Circle for Women
We are celebrating the Full Pink Moon on Friday, April 15
at 7pm. This is also known as the Paschal Moon - the
first full moon of Spring. Easter
Sunday always falls after the
Paschal Moon, which this year
is Sunday April 17th. In Ojibwe it
is Iskigamizige- giizis the Sugar
Bushing Moon when the trees
give forth their precious sap.
May 15th is the Full Flower Moon and this year will
coincide with a full Lunar eclipse! In Ojibwe it is
Zaagibagaa-giizis the Budding Moon or Namebine - giizis
the Suckerfish Moon.
June 14th is the Full Strawberry Moon and a Supermoon,
when the moon is at its closest points to Earth.
In Ojibwe it is Odemiini - giizis also the Strawberry Moon.

AA Meetings – Saturdays at 5:30 pm
AA meets every Saturday at 5:30 pm. All
are welcome. Questions? Want to learn
more? Need a Zoom link? Contact Larry
McFarlane at lmcfarlane@gmail,com or
715-559-7661.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
Serenity on the Rock AlAnon
Meetings are on Tuesdays 4:00
– 5:00 pm via Zoom - Meeting
ID: 880 1533 6936 Passcode:
island. AlAnon is a mutual
support organization for the
families and friends of alcoholics.
All are welcome.

We will light candles and offer prayers at 7pm. Any
questions, email or message Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

Community Supported Repair Work
Racial Justice Study Group
Racial Justice Study Group meets at
7pm Central time on the first
Wednesday of every month. On April 6
we are discussing Louise Erdrich’s
The Round House.
Here is our reading list for future
months:
May and June - Anton Treuer, The Cultural Toolbox:
Traditional Ojibwe Living in the Modern World
July - David Grann, Killers of the
Flower Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI
August and September – Book title to
be announced.
October - Winona LaDuke, To Be a
Water Protector: The Rise of the
Wiindigoo Slayers. The Madeline
Island Book Club is also reading this in October, and
we hope to do a joint meeting.
November - Louise Erdrich, The Sentence
For more information or to be placed on the email chain for
this group, contact Robin Roderick at robinrest@aol.com).
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213

This growing season, Diaspora Gardens micro-farmer
Regina M. Laroche will craft seed moments and rootings
called “Seeds of Repair." These are small weekly oneminute sowings of visuals, written word, and voice. The
brief reflections probe how the world of seed, soil, and
soul constantly engage deaths and births for
transformation and repair. The “Seeds of Repair”
rootings are periodic longer essays, conversations, and
creations.
Regina’s creative “Seeds
of Repair” offerings rise
from this period of
prolonged pandemic, unease, and violence —
racial, war-related, climate
and otherwise. These
offerings rise from the
affirmations of life and hope encountered in the garden.
These offerings rise from the integration of cultural
heritage, traditions, and art. Finally, these offerings rise
from Regina’s work to combine all these to nourish health
and connection for those marginalized by inequities and
injustice.
For information about these offerings, or to learn more
about the farming and healing justice work supported by
“Seeds of Repair” visit www.DiasporaOnMadeline.com.

Gallery Hours:
Saturday, April 2, 9, 23, 30, 10am – 2pm
Also open by appointment.

Signs of spring at Woods
Hall - Sunshine streams into
Jewelry Studio (right), icicles
melting in afternoon
sunshine (below)

Young Weavers Building Skills
Jocelyn Wiggins, Makwa Dahlin and Neenah Marano are
expanding their skills and passion for the art of weaving.
Under tutelage of Mich Auger, they are mastering the
complex process of warping
the looms which involves
selecting the colors,
arranging them in a pattern,
and putting the spoils on a
spool rack. With ever
increasing proficiency, they
are threading 24 ends
through the tension box and
then winding the warp onto
the beam.

Teach a Woods Hall Craft Class
Want to share your skills in embroidery, knitting, and other
crafts and teach classes at Woods Hall? This is a fun
volunteer opportunity. And we welcome your expertise. If
interested, contact Galley Manager Tyna Waterhouse
(715) 747-3943 or woodshallgallery@gmail.com

Jocelyn, Makwa, and
Neenah are creating
more difficult weaving
structures and producing
larger pieces. They will
each have some
weavings for sale in the
Gallery this summer and
will be showing some
works in the La Pointe
Center Gallery’s exhibit
“Winter Works.”

Nature’s artwork –
an afternoon sun
reflected in Woods
Hall Gallery window

Woods Hall Gallery and Studios, a ministry of St. John’s
UCC, nurtures creativity and community on Madeline
Island by providing opportunities for creation of crafts by
local artists in our well-equipped facility, selling crafts in
the Woods Hall Gallery and learning hand-craft skills.

Follow Woods Hall Gallery and Studios
Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/
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5
Al Anon, Zoom, 4:00
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AA Meeting, 5:30
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AA Meeting, 5:30
pm, Fellowship Hall

9

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall

8

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Encounter Lent
Noon
through Poetry, 10:30
am

7
Prayer Circle, 8-9 am

Encounter Lent
Bible Study, 11 am through Poetry, 10:30 Noon
am

Bible Study, 11 am Noon
GOOD FRIDAY
SERVICE, 5pm

EASTER VIGIL, 7pm

Bird Conservation on
Great Lakes Islands,
11am

Full Moon Circle for
Women, 7:00 pm
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Prayer Circle, 8-9 am
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THURSDAY
SERVICE, 5pm
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4:30 – 6 pm
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Council Meeting,

20

30

AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
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AA Meeting, 5:30 pm,
Fellowship Hall
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Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Noon

Prayer Circle, 8-9 am Bible Study, 11 am Noon

28
Woods Hall Board
Meeting, 4:00 – 5:30
pm

See online Google calendar for complete event details. https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/events/
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating a Century of Island Spirit

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Rachel Bauman
831-566-0353
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

