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Thanks to all the Volunteers and Shoppers
at the 2022 Annual Bazaar!
By Dawn Michael
The 2022 Annual Bazaar was a huge success bringing in
over $27,500 for St. John’s including the Island Outreach
programs such as the food shelf. Please see the list of
volunteers. Without them, this annual event would never
happen.

$27,500
We have big plans for Bazaar 2023. The Island Closet
will focus on Back-to-School, fall, and winter clothing.
Keep all those warm clothes you wish to donate next year
until shortly before the Bazaar so we can have a new
look to the Closet.
Did you want a cup of coffee to go with those beautiful
pies of Dolly’s or rolls of Waggie’s? The next Bazaar will
have coffee to go with all those goodies. Also, we hope
you flower gardeners will share some of your gorgeous
blooms by donating bouquets to Grandma’s Kitchen.
Thinking about donating that old car or boat? We will
have a special department head to help you with that.
August 2023 will be here before you know it. Start your
Bazaar pile of stuff that is itching for a new home. We
will be looking for great Silent Auction items, large and
small household goods, clothing, and all the stuff we can’t
wait to sift through on Thursday, Bazaar Day.
Again, I would like to thank the following volunteers who
worked so hard at making Bazaar 2022 so great.
See you all next August!
St. John’s expresses its deep gratitude to our amazing
2022 Bazaar czar, Dawn Michael, and all our
dedicated volunteers for making this a record-breaking
Bazaar event. Thanks to everyone’s efforts, the
Bazaar proceeds will be added to St. John’s annual
budget allowing the church to fortify valuable programs
and initiatives serving the entire community.
THANK YOU EVERYONE!

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR BAZAAR VOLUNTEERS!
CAROL OLSEN
CASEY ASHE
BETSY KNODE NEWTON
JIM NEWTON
GINA RUSSELL
KAREN MADSON
GWEN PATTERSON
PAM STASSEN
RICH STASSEN
ANNE LACEY
LYNN KRON
LEROY WILDE
KEN GOLDFIN
ANDREW BARTRAM
JODY ERICSON
ELENA ERICKSON
SARAH CARUSO
DICK HURRELBRINK
KAY MILES
BRUCE MILES
MARY BASS
JULIE FREDRICK
LISA SILL
TROY HUTCHINSON
STEVE EGGEN
STEVE ROSS
LEROY WILDE
RENNY LOVOLD
SUE PASS
MARK PASS
TED MICHAEL
DAWN MICHAEL
HELEN CELLON
DOLLY SCHNEEBERGER
WAGGIE ERICKSON
PAUL BRUMMER
CHARLIE BRUMMER
TOMMY NELSON

JACK NELSON
JOE SCARRY
AMY LAING
SALLY BROWN
MARY STRAND
DICK STRAND
PEG BERTEL
DONNA WOODS
JOAN FOSTER
MARTY VADIS
CHARLIE BERTEL
KEN MHYRE
JIM PETERS
ROBERT KRAMER
SUZI SAXL
MIKE T
SALLY HEBRON
KATHY HEBRON
SUSAN ALDMAN
BILL GREEN
JERRY DUNN
TODD NIXON
TANNER NIXON
JASON-TANNER’S FRIEND
MIKE STARK
RON HARROLD
RON’S BIKE SHOP STAFF
HUGH MADSON
JEFF SHAPIRO
STASS STASSEN
CAROL NEUBAUER
GARY REIMAN
TOM FREDERICK
KIM GOULD
DIANE GOULD
PHYLLIS REIMAN
STEPHANIE ELDREDGE

Start collecting treasures for 2023!

Welcoming Pastor Drew Filkins

Pastor’s Column

By Debbie Knopf

Greetings Friends,

St. John’s Church Council is pleased to announce the
arrival of our Interim Minister, Pastor Drew Filkins.
Pastor Drew begins his time with us on Thursday,
September 1st and will be with us until May 31st when we
anticipate having a new permanent pastor selected and
ready to serve our congregation and Madeline Island
community.

I am Rev. Drew Filkins. I am
honored and humbled to be
your interim Pastor for this
season. I have been a pastor
for nearly 20 years. I went to
Great Lakes Christian College
in Lansing, MI, where I received
my Bachelor of Religious
Education in theology and
ministry. After a year in ministry, I started my Master of
Pastoral Arts at Huntington University in Huntington, IN.
Finally, I am currently pursuing my Doctorate of Ministry in
Public Theology at United Theological Seminary of the Twin
Cities. Throughout my career, I have worked with small rural
churches and larger urban churches. I love to see the
churches use their creative energies to engage with the
world and share love and justice.

Pastor Drew lived in Michigan for several years, and
recently moved to Duluth, MN with his wife and two
children. He has come highly recommended by our UCC
Associate Minister, Rev. Rob MacDougall, as well as
other ministers who have worked closely with Drew over
the years.
Graduating in 2003
with his B.R.E. in
Christian Ministry &
Biblical Theology
and receiving his Master of Pastoral Arts Degree in 2008,
Rev. Filkins has served in several pastoral positions. He
served as Senior Minister in Rapid City Church of Christ,
in Rapid City MI for 4 years, as Associate Pastor, The
People’s Church, in East Lansing MI for 8 years, and as
Outreach Pastor, Christ Community Church in Lansing,
MI for about a year. At this time, he was called to fill in as
a Sabbatical Pastor for First Congregational UCC, of
Janesville, WI. This position ended in August, allowing
his consideration to serve as our Interim Pastor.
The St. John’s Council met with Pastor Drew twice, once
via Zoom, and a second time, in person. Prior to this visit,
several members gave him a brief tour of our local
community. We were impressed by his ability to connect
with and appreciate all those he met, his understanding
and embracing of St. John’s as a church serving the
whole community, and a Christian theology that
embraces the values here at St. John’s.
Pastor Drew will be available to us in-person on
Wednesdays and Thursdays during the week, and of
course on Sundays, for worship and fellowship. He will be
with us for special events, Christmas Eve, Holy Week,
and will be on call for pastoral care needs. He will also be
available to us by phone and email when he is needed.
We can’t wait for you to meet him!
Church Council is beginning our new search process to
find our next “long-term” minister this month. We will be
developing a new online “Profile” with the help of our
UCC Association to clearly describe who we are to
potential candidates. We will also be establishing a
Search Committee to begin conversations with potential
candidates.

I am a child of the Midwest. I was born in Valparaiso, IN, and
soon after that, my family moved to Rolling Prairie, IN, where
we spent my first seven years. Then we spent a couple of
years in Fort Dodge, IA, before coming back to the great
state of Michigan, where both of my parents’ families called
home. We spent almost five years in Farwell, MI, before
moving to the great white north of Sault Ste. Marie, MI. In da
Soo, as they say, I met my forever partner and graduated
from high school. I have served churches in northwest Ohio,
northern lower Michigan, central lower Michigan, and
southern Wisconsin. Recently, my family and I moved to
Duluth, MN to be closer to my partner’s family.
My fantastic partner, Holly, and I celebrated 20 years of
marriage in August. We have two wonderful, creative, caring
children. Glace, our oldest, loves to skateboard, play video
games, and stop pucks. Ida, our youngest, loves swimming,
gymnastics, and doing creative art projects that make a
huge mess. We enjoy board games, being on the water, and
movie nights as a family. You can find me watching my
children play their respective sports, playing stringed
instruments, and turning wood on my lathe during my free
time. My number one passion outside of the church, though,
is fly fishing. Being on a river is a peaceful, calming space
for me. I find the rhythm of the casting, the focus on the fly
drifting down the run, and the quietness of the stream can
lead to meditative moments.
There is so much I am looking forward to during our time
together. I am excited to experience island life in all its
seasons and help you find your next called pastor. Just as
you have gotten to know me a little bit through this brief
introduction, I am looking forward to hearing your stories.
Besides the work and people of St. John’s Church, I am
excited to explore all that Madeline Island and the Apostle
Islands have to offer.
Grace and Peace, Pastor Drew

Community Engagement
This page offers opportunities to engage with the wider community.

Madeline Island Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee
Mission: Find and create affordable year-round
workforce housing for residents in La Pointe
The Challenge: Affordable housing for working people is
nonexistent in La Pointe. Among the reasons:
Soaring population – La Pointe’s population reached 427
in the 2020 Census. That’s an increase of 63.6% in 10
years. That is the largest increase – in raw numbers and
by percentage – in all of Ashland County.
Vacation rentals – Short-term rentals skew market prices
and availability. That shrinks the number of homes that
can be purchased or rented to live in year-round.
Real estate – Property is being gobbled up
on Madeline Island. Sales rose 244% from
2019-2021. Median home prices rose 74%
in the same 3-year period, to $438,150.
The Impact: In 2021, you needed a
household income of $104,000 to afford a median-priced
home in La Pointe. But the median household income in
Bayfield is only $56,000.
Only 10% of Madeline Island’s workers actually live on
Madeline Island. 75% of island employers say the lack of
affordable housing limits their ability to hire workers. 60%
say it limits the days and hours they operate.
More than half the island’s year-round workers must
move at least twice a year to maintain housing. Workers
tell us what this transient life is like: The inability to plan
and create a stable family life. The enormous time it
takes to look for safe, clean, and functional housing again
and again. Being forced to camp, spend winter in places
that aren’t winterized, settle for places with mold and
leaks or places that lack plumbing. One mother told us
her son moved 10 times before he turned 4 years old.
What Are We Doing? Identifying existing buildings on
Madeline Island that are vacant or underutilized and
could be converted to affordable housing. Exploring ways
to acquire land; to build new housing that can provide
rental and ownership options that remain affordable into
the future; and to create the necessary financing and
management partnership with individuals and public,
private, or nonprofit organizations. Continuing to collect
data and stories. Working with other communities around
Chequamegon Bay.
What You Can Do Recognize the problem, be part of
the solution. Connect with us. Do you have land, housing,
expertise, financial sources, or relationships that can
help? Call Town Hall (715-747-6914) and let us know.

Woods Hall Artists at ArtEscape
Woods Hall artists are
showcasing their creativity in
conjunction with ArtEscape,
a nine-day celebration of
demonstrations, art classes,
open houses across Bayfield
County and Madeline Island.

Art Escape Demonstrations at Woods Hall
11am – 2pm
September 10, Amy Almendinger - weaving
September 11, Alan Gomez - wire wrapping jewelry
September 12, Kristin Lein - ceramics
September 13, Carol Wright - ceramics
September 14, Michele Auger - weaving
September 15, Sally Brown - Precious Metal Clay
September 16, Tyna Waterhouse - sketching your own
postcard
September 17, Holly Tourdot - painting
September 18, Holly Tourdot - painting
Jewelry Studio
Manager Megan
Soma is leading a
jewelry wire wrapping
class on September 3,
10 am – Noon. Class
fee is $10 which
includes tools and
materials. To register,
call (715) 747-3943.

Island Closet Celebrates Volunteers

Racial Justice Study Group

By Gwen Smith Patterson, Island Closet Manager

Racial Justice Study Group meets at 7pm Central time on
the first Wednesday of every month. Here is our reading
list for future months:

We are getting close to the end of the season. However,
first we want to have a Volunteer Appreciation Day! This
will be held Saturday, September 3 from 11-1. We will
have veggie burgers, brats, and
possibly hamburgers on the grill
and Nile and Sarah Norton will be
there singing. Bring a drink and a
dish to pass if you wish to
celebrate our great volunteers!
Island Closet Hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Saturdays
9:00 AM - 2 PM
Large Donation Drop-Off Times: 9-9:30 and 1:30-2
Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays
The next dates you should know are September 28 and
October 8. September 28 will be the last day we are
accepting donations and October 8 will be the last day we
are open. We have had a wonderful season thanks to all
of you. We are looking for volunteers to finish out the
season…look for the clip
board at church, and then
we will need lots of help
packing things up and
taking them to
various places. Thank
you for our second great
season at the Island Closet! And remember …. there are
still lots of things you can’t live without just waiting for
YOU! See you at the Island Closet. Questions? Contact
Gwen at 715-209-6381 or cedarpress2013@gmail.com

Balance Exercise Group
The ever-popular Balance Exercise Group is going
strong! Join us for exercise,
stretching, and fun on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
10 AM in St. John’s
Fellowship Hall.

Full Moon Circle for Women
September 10 is named the Full Corn
or Full Harvest Moon named because
it marks the time when corn is
harvested. We will light candles and
offer prayers at 7pm. Any questions,
email or message Julie at
strykerjf@yahoo.com. Thank you, Miigwech

September – David Grann, Killers of
the Flower Moon: The Osage
Murders and the Birth of the FBI
October - Winona LaDuke, To Be a
Water Protector: The Rise of the
Wiindigoo Slayers. The Madeline
Island Book Club is also reading this
in October and we hope to do a joint
meeting.
November - Louise Erdrich, The Sentence
For more information or to be placed on the email chain for
this group, contact Robin Roderick at robinrest@aol.com.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86741340213

Weekly Prayer Circle
Join our Prayer Circle on Thursdays at 8:00
am. All are invited to this weekly circle of
prayer via Zoom (Zoom meeting ID 868
5052 2126; Passcode: 983123)

Prayer Requests
Have a prayer request? It’s easy – and confidential.
Hover over the Contact page on our website to see the
link to PRAYER REQUEST.
https://stjohnsmadelineisland.org/prayer/
Prayer requests only go to Pastor
Drew’s private inbox. You may ask
Drew to keep your prayer request
private or have it added to the
Prayers of the People.

Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
Serenity on the Rock AlAnon Meetings
are on Tuesdays 4:00 – 5:00 pm both
in person and via Zoom - Meeting ID:
880 1533 6936 Passcode: island.
AlAnon is a mutual support organization
for the families and friends of alcoholics. All are welcome.

AA Meetings – Saturdays at 5:30 pm
AA meets every Saturday at 5:30 pm. All
are welcome. Questions? Want to learn
more? Need a Zoom link? Contact Larry
McFarlane at lmcfarlane@gmail,com or
715-559-7661.

September 1 – 18:
11 am – 3 pm
Beginning September 19:
Wednesdays – Sundays, 11 am – 3 pm
Also open by appointment.

Jewelry Studio
Manager Megan
Soma is leading a
jewelry wire wrapping
class on September 3,
10 am – Noon. Class
fee is $10 which
includes tools and
materials. To register,
call (715) 747-3943.

The jewelry,
ceramics
paintings and
woven textiles
featured on the
Woods Hall
page are
created by a
few of the
artists
participating in
ArtEscape this
month.

Woods Hall Gallery features art created by local artists,
all of whom have a connection to Madeline Island. An
association of over 80 artisans, Woods Hall is a place of
teaching, sharing, and learning, and a haven of creativity
for weavers, potters, knitters, writers, soap makers,
candle makers, painters, jewelry designers, woodcutters,
and metal workers.

Website: www.woodshall.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsHallGallery
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/woodshallgallery/

September
The golden rod is yellow;
The corn is turning brown;
The trees in apple orchards
With fruit are bending down.
The gentian’s bluest fringes
Are curling in the sun;
In dusty pods the milkweed
Its hidden silk has spun.
The sedges flaunt their harvest,
In every meadow nook;
And asters by the brook-side
Make asters in the brook.
From dewy lanes at morning
the grapes’ sweet odors rise;
At noon the roads all flutter
With yellow butterflies.
By all these lovely tokens
September days are here,
With summer’s best of weather,
And autumn’s best of cheer.

September
Lo! a ripe sheaf of many golden days
Gleaned by the year in autumn's harvest ways,
With here and there, blood-tinted as an ember,
Some crimson poppy of a late delight
Atoning in its splendor for the flight
Of summer blooms and joys
This is September.
~ Lucy Maud Montgomery

But none of all this beauty
Which floods the earth and air
Is unto me the secret
Which makes September fair.
‘T is a thing which I remember;
To name it thrills me yet:
One day of one September
I never can forget.
~ Helen Hunt Jackson

September Midnight
Lyric night of the lingering Indian Summer,
Shadowy fields that are scentless but full of singing,
Never a bird, but the passionless chant of insects,
Ceaseless, insistent.
The grasshopper’s horn, and far-off, high in the maples,
The wheel of a locust leisurely grinding the silence
Under a moon waning and worn, broken,
Tired with summer.
Let me remember you, voices of little insects,
Weeds in the moonlight, fields that are tangled with asters,
Let me remember, soon will the winter be on us,
Snow-hushed and heavy.
Over my soul murmur your mute benediction,
While I gaze, O fields that rest after harvest,
As those who part look long in the eyes they lean to,
Lest they forget them.
~ Sara Teasdale
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St. John’s on Madeline Island ~ Celebrating a Century of Island Spirit

Follow St. John’s
Website: www.stjohnsmadelineisland.org
Instagram: @stjohnschurchmi
Twitter: @stjohnschurchmi
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsonmadelineisland
Worship Streaming
https://www.youtube.com/c/stjohnsucconmadelineisland
Pastor Drew Filkins
pastor@stjohnsmadelineisland.org
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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
St. John’s is a Christ-centered church and a spiritual center that welcomes all.

